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PREFACE. 



Few works, perhaps, excite the pubUc interest so 
much as those which attempt to develop the history 
of an individual who, during a long period of his life, 
has occupied one of the highest places in public 
notice and esteem. To observe such an one, not 
owing his distinction to exalted rank, or the privileges 
attached to high birth, but rising by the honourable 
exertion of his native energies, and ultimately 
attaining the most exalted pre-eminence, cannot but 
minister to the indulgence of a very laudable 
curiosity, and at the same time be productive of 
much intellectual gratification and moral benefit. 
The relation of his success, and the means by which 
he achieved it> invite strongly our interest and 
attention: our sympathies respond to such a call, 
and incorporate us with the object which arouses 
them. Those who are in the spring of their 
existence become embued with feelings similar to 
those which actuated him, and, emulous of his 
success, resolve to follow in his path; those who 
are in the meridian of their career, endeavour to 
discover a gratifying parallel in themselves; whilst 
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Vl PREFACE. 

the aged may still be reconciled to the result of 
their pilgrimage, if less successful, by adopting the 
comfortable self-assurance that, the frowns of for- 
tune, or some unlooked-for fatality, have alone pre- 
vented them from enjoying a similar distinction, or 
coming equally useful members of society. 

The biography, therefore, of men of eminence 
and merit is especially calculated to please a large 
class of readers, and particularly those who, destined 
to be the architects of their own fortunes, study 
with assiduity the paths which their successful pre- 
decessors have trodden, in the flattering hope that 
the same stepping-stones may in like manner serve 
them in reaching the eminence which they are 
ambitious to attain. To them it will, at least, be 
an useful lesson to observe, that such distinction is 
only the reward of assiduous application, determined 
self-denial, unwearied industry, and high principle^ 
without which, talents, however brilliant, will be of 
slight avail, or only prove to be the ignesfaiui which 
betray to danger and destruction. 

To the relatives, the friends, and even the 
acquaintances of the person whose life is delineated, 
the Menaoir must ever prove a source of melancholy 
satisfaction. It brings back him whom the grasp 
of death has wrested from us ; it places him once 
again in the social position which he has filled 
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ftmong mi mA earyes indeliUy that form on the 
tablet of our xnemofjr, whieh time's nide hasd^ 
perhaps, hdd otherwiisie erased* CoiiYineed of the 
benefits to be derive^ from the biographj of distin- 
guished men, I am led to indulge the hope that 
the Life of Sir Astley Cooper may be thought of 
public serrioe; for so far removed was he from 
among the number of those 

Dim lights of life, that bum a length of years, 
Useless, unseen, as lamps in sepulchies ; 

SO extensive \^s the sphere of his acquaintance, so 
revered was he in his professional, and so beloved in 
his Social capacity, that I feel no time can be mis* 
applied, no labour misdirected, when devoted to the 
promulgation of his merits, or the perpetuation of 
his memory. 

If in this undertaking my expressions may be 
thought occasionally to savour somewhat of extrava-* 
gance, the respect I have entertained for Sir Astley 
Cooper from the period of my boyhood; the grati- 
tude which I owe him for the instruction I derived 
at his hands ; and the affection which I have always 
borne towards him as my relative ; may surely be 
admitted, if not in justification of the fault, at 
least in extenuation of its degree. Partiality can 
scarcely be considered culpable, where its absence 
would be almost criminal ; but those who knew Sir 
Astley best, will be the most ready to admit, that 
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language must far exceed its usual power which 
phall overrate his usefulness, industry, or talents; or 
which shall paint too vividly his many virtues. 
While investigating his history, I may most truly 
assert, that I have not discovered one act, wiiich 
detracted from the integrity of his private or profes- 
sional character; and there is, therefore, no feature in 
his history, which, as a relative,* I could have wished 
to withhold from the knoM'ledge of my readers, even 
if I could have been unfaithful enough, as a bio- 
grapher, to have done so. To give to the reader a 
full and impartial knowlege of the life and personal 
character of Sir Astley Cooper has been my aim; 
and, if I have succeeded in doing this, I have de- 
picted one of the most illustrious surgeons that ever 
adorned the science he professed, and one of the 
kindest-hearted men that ever drew and yielded up 
the breath of life. 
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It is necessary to make some preliminary comments 
on various matters connected with the contents of 
this work. It was undertaken by me in accordance 
with the expressed wish of Sir Astley Cooper, and 
among his papers were found many proofs that he 
had long contemplated the publication of such a. 
work, having at various periods briefly made memo- 
pinda of the leading events, and many interesting 
particulars of his life. Some little account of these 
documents themselves cannot fail to be interesting. 
Although not bearing any date, various circumstances 
lead to the conclusion that one of them was written 
about the time he left the city, but it is simply a 
bare catalogue of the chief events relating to his 
professional writings and career. In the year 1836, 
while on a visit to the county of Norfolk, he was 
led by circumstances which are noticed in the body 
q{ the work, to write a more detailed account of his 
history, and from this chiefly have been taken the 
extracts which occur in this work. 

I have thought that it would prove more agree- 
able to the reader to place before him the original 
remarks of Sir Astley Cooper, and therefore, wher^er 
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circumstances permitted it, I have made him relate 
the current events of his history, in his own lan- 
guage, as extracted from his diary. These M^ill not 
be the less interesting, because they are published 
in the brief, unpolished form in which they were 
originally noted down, for although they were 
scarcely intended for the public eye, but only to 
serve as signs, and places of reference for the bio- 
grapher, yet they bear so forcibly the stamp of truth, 
and are often so graphic, that I have not dared to 
alter or suppress thein. 

There is no doubt that Sir Astley Cooper intended 
that whatever biographical memoirs of him might be 
published, should comprise an analysis of his profes- 
sional writings, ah account of the circumstances under 
which they were produced, their peculiar merits, 
and a comparison of them with the existing state 
of knowledge at the time of their appearance ; that, 
in short, they should afford a complete view of him, 
both as the surgeon and author. To have accom- 
plished such a task in the present instance, would 
have almost closed the work to all but the profes- 
sional reader, and my object has been to afford to 
the public in general an insight into the habits 
and pursuits of a man, who for many years 
served them extensively in his professional capacity, 
and in w^hom they always exhibited the greatest 
interest. I therefore, soon after commencing the 
undertaking, determined, not without thought, so to 
arrange these volumes that they should contain only 
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INTRODUCTION. xl 

such information as was calculated for the perusal 
of every one who might retain an interest in Sir 
Astley Cooper, and to defer to a future opportunity 
what may be strictly called his professional life. I 
found, however, as I proceeded, that this restriction 
involved many more difficulties than I had antici- 
pated. It imposed the necessity of avoiding all 
technical terms, or, where they could not be dis- 
pensed with, of giving such explanation as might 
seem superfluous to the initiated, and of omitting 
many important subjects, connected more or less 
directly with his professional pursuits, together 
with anecdotes, the recital of which might offend 
the delicacy of some of my readers. Such difficul- 
ties, I have no doubt, have been experienced by 
other writers, and serve to account for the fact, that 
no one has hitherto attempted to render the history 
of any surgeon a matter of interest or amusement 
to the general public. On the other hand, perhaps 
it may be said that no author has had so favourable 
an opportunity ; for few medical men in this country 
have ever held so remarkable a position in the eyes 
of their countrymen fyr so long a period, or endeared 
themselves by so many acts of conduct, independent 
of their profession, as Sir Astley Cooper. 

In attempting to furnish my readers with some 
insight into the professional pursuits of Sir Astley 
Cooper, my good taste may perhaps be called in 
question for raising the veil so completely from the 
set of men, denominated Resurrectioniists, concerning 
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Tvhom for so long a time many vague ideas have 
floated in the minds of the public. It, however 
has been a matter of such general rejoicing, that 
the abhorrent labours of this class of men have been 
wholly discontinued, the enactments of Government 
having rendered them, now for some years, no longer 
indispensable for the attainment of medical know- 
ledge, that the subject of their occupation, their 
crimes, and their fortunes, may be fairly consi- 
dered the property of history. The same arguments 
which might be urged against the mention of these 
strange adventurers and their lives, might, with 
equal fairness, be urged against the recital of almost 
all the revolting details which are to be found 
recorded in the annals of every country. My chief 
object in dwelling upon such a subject was to prove 
the necessity which at one time existed for the 
employment of these men by members of the pro-^ 
fession, and the repugnance ^ith which they ever 
had recourse to their assistance; and thus to remove 
a stigma which has not unfrequently been cast upon 
them by the public, on account of their connexion 
with such persons. The zeal with which Sir Astley 
Cooper prosecuted his studies throughout his long 
career, rendered his connexion with these desperate 
characters at one time almost necessary to the fur- 
therance of his pursuits ; his position and influence 
so frequently enabled him to be of service to them 
in the difficulties in which they were often in-» 
volved, that he was looked up to by them as. 
their head; and his name became inextricably 
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entangled with their calling. This fact first led 
me, not, however, until after I had consulted high 
authorities on the propriety of such a course, to 
give a description of the Resurrectionists and their 
occupations; and although some may shrink at the 
account which I have given, to others, perhaps, the 
pages in life which their histories unfold, may be 
fraught with interesting and curious reflections. 

I feel that no apology is required for introducing 
the sketches, which occur in this work, of the cha- 
racters and histories of persons variously connected 
with Sir Astley Cooper; whether those of hiiJ 
nearest relatives, of his fellow-pupils, or of his 
friends and companions in after life. Of the first, ifc 
cannot be otherwise than important to portray the 
characters of those individuals, who made the 
strongest impressions on his early mind, and whose 
precepts and examples gave the bias to his future 
career. The memoirs of the second are curious 
from the contrast they in some cases formed with 
Sir Astley 's progress, and of the third class the 
account cannot fail to be . interesting, inasmuch 
as they comprehend the most distinguished men 
of his day in their several pursuits ; and, moreoven 
we know how much of the real character of the 
chief subject is brought out, and, indeed, depends 
upon his associates in his public situation and in 
his hours of relaxation, just as subordinate charac- 
ters in a well-written play assist and strengthen the 
development of the hero of the drama. But a 
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more powerful reason, and without which much of 
this deviation from the direct narrative would not 
have been entered into, has originated in the con- 
cise, pithy, and graphic sketches of these persons, 
left by Sir Astley himself. The interest which 
must attach to remarks, however brief, coming from 
so experienced an observer of human nature, will 
form the apology, if one should be required, for the 
notices which have been introduced of persons even 
indirectly connected with him. 

I cannot neglect the opportunity which this 
Introduction affords, of expressing my deep sense 
of the kindness of those friends who have furnished 
me with various communications relating to the 
subject of this history. The readiness with which 
replies have been sent to every inquiry I have had 
to make of the early friends of Sir Astley Cooper, 
cannot be considered otherwise than as a testimony 
of the respect and esteem with which they regard 
the memory of their distinguished associate. Some 
of these correspondents will, perhaps, be surprised 
that portions, only, of their communications have 
appeared in these volumes, but the suppressed parts 
related almost exclusively to professional subjects, 
and I have already mentioned the reasons which 
appeared to me to render this omission necessary. 
Those communications which have been consonant 
with the plan of this work, I have invariably, where 
eircumstances would allow, inserted in the writer's 
own words, which I cannot but hope will be, for 
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obvious reasons, more acceptable to the reader, 
than had they been related in the regular lan- 
guage of this narrative. As the names of these 
gentlemen invariably accompany the information 
which they had the kindness to communicate, I 
may be allowed briefly to return to them my thanks 
for the readiness with which they have invariably 
responded to my enquiries. 

In addition to those whose names occur in the 
course of the work, my obligations are due to my 
friend Dr. Badely, of Chelmsford ; to Dr. Roots, of 
Kingston ; to Mr. Roberton, Librarian of the Royal 
Society, for his friendly assistance with respect to 
all information regarding Sir Astley's connexion 
with the Royal Society ; and to Mr. Belfour, the 
Secretary of the Royal College of Surgeons. I 
cannot, also, help expressing my regret that an 
interesting communication from Dr. Blundell did 
not arrive until after the matters to which it re- 
lated had gone through the press; it would have 
otherwise enabled me to mention one or two anec- 
dotes respecting Dr. Haighton, that -it would have 
afforded me much pleasure to have inserted in the 
course of this history. 

The difficulty of collecting and arranging de- 
tached memoranda, and scattered reminiscences, my 
professional duties and engagements, together with 
other circumstances of a more private nature, must 
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be accepted as my apology for the many defects to 
be found in these volumes. But, I shall feel satis- 
fied if, to those who were intimate with Sir Astley 
Cooper, my work shall recall recollections of him in 
the several scenes it attempts to describe; and if, to 
those who only knew him by name, it shall be the 
means of enabling them to form a just conception 
of his character and worth. 



New Street, 

June, 1842. 
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THE LIFE 

OF 

SIR ASTLEY COOPER, BART. 



CHAPTER I. 



Parei^taqb of Sir Astley Cooper. His Family. Brief 
History of its Members*. 

Sib Astley Paston Cooper was descended on his 
father's side from a family which had long been 
settled at Hingham, in Norfolk. His great-grand- 
father, Mr. Samuel Cooper, married Henrietta 
Maria, the daughter of Thomas Newton, Esq., of 
Norwich, and Cassandra, his wife, whose maiden 
name was Jermyn. 

Cassandra Jermyn was daughter of Sir Thomas 
Jermyn, Bart., of Bushbrook, in Suffolk. She 
became the wife of Mr. Thomas Newton, a relation 
of Sir Isaac Newton, — ^his nephew, it is believed, 
— A.D. 1676; and, outliving her husband, she is 
described as patroness of the living of Edgefield, 
and lady of EUingham Manor, in the county of 
Norfolk. By this marriage Mr. Newton had twenty- 
one children, of whom Henrietta Maria, the wife of 

* The historical account of the family has been chiefly fur- 
nished to me by Mr. Bransby Cooper, the eldest brother of Sir 
Astley Cooper, and oldest surviving member of the family. 

VOL. I. m B 
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2 LIFE OF SIR ASTLEY COOPER. 

Mr. Samuel Cooper, was the survivor. She received 
her christian names from Henrietta Maria» the Queen 
of Charles the First, of whom it has always been 
presumed she was a god-daughter. There is now 
little doubt that the Queen, after the King's death, 
married Sir Henry Jermyn, of Rushbrook, who had 
previously been created Baron Dover, and subse- 
quently, in the reign of Charles the Second, became 
Earl of St. Albans. 

It is likewise a family tradition that Sir Isaac 
Newton, who died a bachelor, was very fond of 
Henrietta Maria Newton, and had her frequently to 
stay with him. 

The paternal grand&ther of Sir Astley Cooper 
was Samuel, a surgeon at Norwich^ and a man of 
considerable liteinry attainments. He lived on terms 
of close intimacy with the county families of the 
neighbourhood, and though this entailed on him 
considerable expense, he yet contrived to amass a 
handsome fortune. He had a peculiar fiicility in 
acquiring languages^ but devoted himself especially 
to French literature, as the large collection of books 
in that language which he left behind him abundantly 
prove. I have heard Sir Astley mention little 
characteristic tracts of his grandfather, whom he 
described as being not overnBcrupulous In his lan- 
guage, and, in accordance with the habit of the 
times, often prefacing his remarks with an oath. 
It seemed that compunction of conscience now and 
then smote him. One Sunday morning, to his 
coachman's surprise, he desired him to get ready. 
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ftnd go to church with him. On their return home, 
after the service^ hd addressed his tnan upon tho 
b^autjr of the sermon, adding that it MM his inttn^ 
Uon to go again in the afternoon, upon which the 
iBerYant^ who appears to have acquired his master's 
failing) no longer able to contain himself, burst 
out, with an oath, that this was too hot to last. 
Mr. Cooper took the reproof in good part, and post- 
poned his intended afternoon detotion to another 

Mr» Ooop^r married Miss Lovick, the eldest 
dd^ught^ of WtUiatn Lovick) an Alderman of 
Norwich) who was much respected by his fellow- 
citi^ns for his integrity and attainments. By this 
inarriagO) Mr. Cooper had three children :— Samuel, 
the father of Sir Astley; William, who became 
a surgeon in London ; and a daughter Mary, who 
died unmarried. 

Samuel Cooper, the grandfather of Sir Astley, 
fiome years before his death, retired from practice, 
and left Norwich, to reside with his elder son. Dr. 
Cooper, then perpetual curate of Great Yarmouth. 
He died, however, at Dunstan, in Norfolk, in 1786, 
leaving a handsome fortune to each of his two 
sons; and was buried in St. Stephen's church, Nor- 
wich*. 

* The following epitaph may be seen in that church : — 

Hie jacet 

Samuel Cooper, 

Hujus urbis et ParochiaB 

Per multos annos 

Civis et Incola. QScientice 
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4 LIFE OF SIR ASTLEY COOPER. 

Dr. Cooper, whom we have just mentioned, also 
named Samuel, was the father of the subject of these 
memoirs, and maintained the intellectual character 
of his family, besides enjoying a high reputation as 
a divine. He was bom in his father's house at 
Norwich, in the year 1740, and was educated in 
the free-school of his native city, until he was seven- 
teen years old, when he was entered a pensioner 
at Magdalen College, Cambridge. On taking his 
Bachelor's degree, about three years afterwards, he 
went in for honours, with no misplaced confidence^ 
it seems, in his own abilities, for he was one of the 
wranglers of his year. A very short period elapsed 
before his ordination; and in 1761, while yet a 
curate, he married Miss Bransby, the daughter of 
James Bransby, Esq., of Shotisham. 

Soon after his marriage, Mr. Cooper was pre- 
sented with the rectory of Yelverton, in Norfolk, 
which he obtained in the following manner: — ^The 
Rev. Mr. Castell, the father of the present respected 
incumbent, and Mr. Cooper, were contemporaries at 
college; and on the vicarage of Brooke becoming 
vacant, both tried for the next presentation, but 

Scieniiaa Medicsd Peritus, 

Yixit tarn aliis quam sibi, 

Obiit W Die August!, a.d. 1785, 

^tatis 8ua3 *J4, 

Besurgat ad vitam coelestem. 

Maria uxor ejus 

GuLiELMi LoviCK ann» 

Filia 

Obiit l«o Die Augti a.d 1784. 
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the superior interest of Mr. Castell prevailing, Mr. 
Cooper for a time acted as curate to his more suc- 
cessful rival. To soften, however, the disappoint- 
ment of Mr. Cooper, he was promised, chiefly 
through the instrumentality of Lord SuflSeld, that 
he shoidd receive the next Crown living which 
should become vacant in Norfolk. Within a twelve- 
month afterwards, Yelverton, a benefice worth three 
times that of Brooke, did become vacant, and Mr. 
Cooper was accordingly inducted as the incumbent 
of that rectory. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cooper resided for six years after 
their marriage with Mr. Bransby, at Shotishara; and 
during this period were bom three sons : — Robert 
Bransby, Samuel Lovick, William Houman; and 
two daughters: — Charlotte Maria, and Marianne. 
This rapid increase of family now induced them to 
remove to the manor-house of Brooke Hall, about 
three miles from Shotisham ; and after the change 
of residence were bom two sons : — ^Astley Paston, 
and Beauchamp Newton; and three daughters: — 
Anna Maria, Margaret Bransby, both of whom died 
in infancy, and Anna Maria Inyon, — ^making in all 
a family of ten children. 

While Mr. and Mrs. Cooper were settled at 
Brooke Hall, Mr. Bransby purchased the living of 
Morley, and presented it to his son-in-law, from 
whom it has passed to his grandson, Charles Beau- 
champ Cooper, the present rector. The corporation 
of Norwich also bestowed upon him the curacies of 
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Mundbam and Seethiug. When Mr. Samnel 
Cooper wag of suffioient standing to take his 
Doctor's degree in Divinity, he went to Cambridge 
for that purpose, and we are told that he was 
then considered to be an eminent divine, not only 
in bis own county, but by his professional bre- 
thren generally. In the year 1781, through tho 
intervention of Dr. Lloyd, Dean of Norwich, Dr. 
Cooper was appointed to the perpetual curacy of 
Great Yarmouth, a laige cure of souls, then amount* 
ing to 16,000 people, and supported by Easter^Dues^ 
Fisherman's Doles or Gifts, and voluntary contribu- 
tions Upon obtaining this preferment. Dr. Cooper 
left Brooke, where he had now lived thirteen years*. 
The rest of his life, a period of twenty years, he 
dwelt at the Parsonage-house of Great Yarmouth ; 
and it is mentioned aa a proof of the estimation in 
which he was held by his parishioners, that the 
income he derived from the spontaneous contribu- 
tions above alluded to, considerably exceeded that 
which any of his predecessors had obtained from 
the same sources. 

From the hospitality maintained by Dr. Cooper, 
as well as the station of his visitors, among whom 
some of the most celebrated political and literary 

* His farewell sermon, preached on this occasion, still dwelUi 
in the memories of the few now alive who were present at its 
delivery, and ha^ been desfsribed to me as partionl^urly impretrive^ 
the greater part of his audience being affected to tears. Hq 
qhose for his text, very appropriately, the parting words of St. 
Paul to the Corinthians, *' Finally, brethren, Farewell." 
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oharaoters of the day not unfrequently oocurred, he 
was looked up to by all classes of people with con<< 
siderable respect His house became an object of 
great local interest; and set, as it were, a pattern of 
graceful, as well as decorous behayiour, to the rest 
of the town. Although with his age he continued 
increasing in the regard and esteem of his parish<i 
ioners, as well as in worldly substance, his prosperity 
was by no means unalloyed by domestic suffering. 
While at Yarmouth all his daughters-^two only of 
whom reached the age of womanhood — fell a saori* 
fice to consumption. Dr. Cooper survived these 
severe trials in his christian pilgrimage till the 7th 
of January, 1800, when he died, in the sixtieth year 
of his age. A twelvemonth previously he was ren- 
dered unable to preach or leave his house ; but the 
illness which proved immediately fatal was not of 
long duration. 

Dr. Cooper possessed in an eminent degree 
the feelings and habits of a gentleman, as was 
evinced by the strict attention which he paid to all 
the rules of good breeding. The fastidious, perhaps, 
might charge him v^th exacting attention to his own 
side of an argument for a longer time than he would 
allow an opponent, but that is a blemish which one 
so courted as he was in provincial society can hardly 
avoid. It has been said by those who knew him 
best, that his usual manner was rather calculated 
to gain respect than to insure acquiescence, and 
that even the brightest tints of his disposition were 
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elouded by an austerity which tended to diminish 
the favourable influence which his character would 
otherwise have secured. We have already mentioned 
the high esteem in which he was held while incum- 
bent of Yarmouth, and which was so substantially 
evinced by his parishioners : we may add, that the 
honourably acquired fortune which this reputation 
procured for him, was in no respect ill bestowed. 
His donations to the poor were ample and liberal, 
and every parochial duty was rigidly performed. 
Dr. Cooper visited the sick most assiduously; not 
waiting for an application from the patient or his 
family; but on the slightest intimation from the 
parish clerk that any of his flock wanted assistance, 
he hastened at once to visit and pray with the 
penitent ; and whether afflicted in body or in mind, 
contributed by every means in his power to alleviate 
liis distress, and to cheer his last moments with the 
bright prospect of a blessed immortality. 

Dr. Cooper not only had divine service per- 
formed twice every Sunday regularly throughout 
the year, at that time by no means usual, but also 
gave evening lectures in the summer, which were 
numerously attended : — nor did he seem satisfied at 
any period of his professional career, with merely 
performing the duties of his calling within his own 
inimediate circle, but anxiously promulgated his 
views in pamphlets and sermons tending to promote 
Christian doctrine and practice. As a magistrate 
he actively and beneficially discharged another class 
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of duties, and as a member of the community he was 
equally ready to suggest schemes of public utility and 
beneficence. He took much interest in the success 
of the "hundred houses," or houses of industry, 
considering them as calculated to afford a better 
plan of relief than that supplied by the parochial 
workhouses of the period, and devoted much time 
and attention to that of Heckingham, in Norfolk, the 
foundation of which, indeed, was chiefly owing to 
his exertions. One of his publications is entitled. 
Definitions and Awioms relative to Charity^ Cliantable 
Institutions^ and the Poor Laws; and in this, houses 
of industry were first recommended to the attention 
of the public, a subject still frequently engaging the 
attention of the Legislature. 

His publications were numerous, and in the 
GevMemanis Magazine* of the period are charac- 
terized **as eminently distinguished, whether on 
religious or political matters, by an ardent zeal 
for the increase of Christian faith and practice, 
and by an animated attachment to the civil and 
ecclesiastical establishments of his country. In the 
former he laboured to explain apparent difficulties 
in the sacred text, and to conifirm or defend the 
doctrines of the Church, while, at the same time, he 
contrasted the mild yet invigorating influences of 
genuine Christianity, with the delusive tenets of 

* In Vol. 70, Part I., pp. 89 and 1775 where also a complete 
list of the works of Dr. Cooper is published. 
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infidelity on the one hand, and the narrow spirit of 
sour sectarianism on the other. In the latter he 
exposed mth success the nonsensical declaration of 
the natural rights of man, and by a deep disquisition 
into the origin of all government, led his reader to 
survey with gratitude the excellence of the limited 
monarchy of Great Britain, and to despise as well 
the reveries of mock philosophy, as the less disguised 
attacks of disaffection." 

Mrs. Cooper, the wife of Dr. Cooper, whose 
talents and reputation as a writer entitle her to 
notice, must be here more particularly com* 
memorated, from the influence which her mind 
and character naturally exerted over the future 
destinies of her son, Sir Astley Cooper. She 
was born in the year 1737^ at Shotisham. Her 
father, James Bransby, Esq., was descended from 
Geoffrey de Brandesbee, the head of an ancient York^ 
shire family, of which a scion subsequently settled 
at Harleston, in Norfolk. Her grandfktther, Thomas 
Bransby, Esq., was a barrister at law, residing at 
Needham, near Harleston, and his father was Robert 
Bransby, Esq., of Harleston, also a lawyer, and stew-* 
ard of the Duke of Norfolk. The eldest paternal 
uncle of Mrs. Cooper, who came in succession to 
the family estate, settled at Bungay, in Suffi>]k, 
where he kept hounds, lived extravagantly, and 
diminished his patrimony. He had married into 
the Nelson family, which afterwards became so illus- 
trious in the annals of English history from the 
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deeds of our great naval hero. The father of Mrs. 
Cooper was very different in character from his 
brother Thomas^ and by his frugality and talents, as 
well as by his popular demeanour, elevated himself 
to a position equal to at least, if not beyond, that 
in which his father had stood before him. He 
married Anna Maria Fasten, daughter of James 
Paston, Esq., of Harleston, a first-cousin of the 
Earl of Yarmouth, and by her had issue several 
daughters, and one son, who died at college, a.d. 
1760. Maria Susanna, who became Mrs. Cooper, 
was the eldest daughter; and being regarded by her 
fether as the representative of her fomily, at his 
death came into possession of the bulk of his real 
and personal property. 

She was one of the most exemplary of human 
beings, and as remarkable for the feminine sweet- 
ness of her character In her early life, as she was 
afterwards distinguished for her cultivated talents, 
piety, and christian-like forbearance. In every stage 
of her existence, she adapted herself with wonderful 
versatility to the peculiar duties she was called upon 
to perform, and excited universal admiration, love, 
and respect. She was elegant in her form, with a 
east of countenance that at once bespoke the sweet- 
ness of her disposition. So little did self occupy 
her thoughts, that she seemed as if she lived solely 
for the benefit of others. Religion formed the 
basis of her actions, however trivial ; and in her 
person was remarkably exhibited the close affinity 
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between cultivated talents and virtuous affections. 
Latterly there was a shade of melancholj thrown 
over both the expression of her countenance and 
the general tenor of her conversation. This re- 
sulted, probably, from her family bereavements, 
which were numerous, and sometimes aggravated 
by peculiarly distressing circumstances. 

As a wife she was never excelled. Devising 
means of increasing her husband's happiness was 
her constant aim ; and she sought no other reward 
than the silent conviction of success. Perhaps she 
submitted rather too obsequiously to his will, either 
for his, or her own, happiness; for as my grand* 
father was naturally a little wayward, the pliancy 
of his wife's disposition encouraged a spirit of self- 
importance rather more than was quite consistent 
with that mutual deference to the wishes of each 
other, so necessary to conjugal happiness. 

It would thus appear that Mrs. Cooper was 
eminently fitted for domestic life ; but she did not 
confine her virtuous affections exclusively within 
the limited compass of her own family, but diffused 
them over the whole circle of her acquaintance. 
She was ever ready to participate in the joys of 
others, but equally so, to share their sorrows ; and 
perhaps never did the loveliness of her character 
beam out with greater effect than when, bending 
over the couch of sorrow, she displayed to the 
sufferer the consolations of religion, with the elo^ 
quence inspired by her own convictions. I shall 
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have ^ occasion hereafter to quote from letters, pas- 
sages which will go far to justify this eulogium, 
which the severe eye of criticism may deem over- 
coloured by the partialities of kindred. 

The death of her daughters, more especially that 
of her eldest, Charlotte Maria, produced a strong 
effect upon her mind ; and on each succeeding loss, 
in proportion to the increase of her grief, arose an 
increase in her piety. The state of Mrs. Cooper's 
mind upon this sad event may be best learned from a 
letter dated February, 1786, addressed to her son 
Astley, soon after his sister*s death. 

" I thank you, my dearest Astley, for the motive 
which retarded your writing, and I love you naore 
than ever for the sensibility of your heart on the 
loss of your angel sister. Never was there so 
blessed a departure; not a single circumstance 
could we wish to have been otherwise in respect 
to herself: but to your dear father and me the 
deprivation is irreparable, and to me particularly, 
to whom she had been for some months a con- 
stant companion, always a guide, a second con^ 
science. I feel her loss more sensibly every succeed- 
ing day than the foregoing, and yet I hope I am 
not ungrateful for our remaining blessings, for still 
we possess seven inestimable children; and then 
what an husband am I blessed with ! with what 
tenderness, what Christian fortitude did he exert 
himself to calm my mind ! and yet it is to him a 
most severe trial, for never did father so affection- 
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atelj love a daughter, and neter vat child M 
desery^dly beloved. May we all, my dearest Astley, 
endeavour to live in exact conformity with this 
truly Christian model ; then may we hope to die her 
moit exemplary death, and, if heaven sees best, by 
as gentle a transition. Never was there I believe 
before so happy a being as she was. About a week 
before her decease, she told us she thought she must 
have some severe trial in the future part Of her 
life, fot that all her days hitherto had been inexpres^ 
sibly, uninterruptedly hapjfy; but such a heavenly 
disposition improved every circumstance. Never 
did any one so strongly recommend the practice of 
religious duties; the observance of them diffiised 
not only a constant serenity, but a perpetual cheeiv 
fulness over her mind. Oh! she was the most 
perfect of human bdngs. Your dear Mhet has 
preached two heart-piercing, yet heart-^consoling 
sermons on this subject ; I hope you will read them 
when you come down,'' &c. These two discoursed, 
together with an elegy written by her eldest brother, 
were published in Yarmouth in 1786, under the title 
of Consolation to the Moume^\ and Instruction both 
to Youth und Old Age^ J¥om the Ewly Death of the 
Righteous. 

Soon after Dr. Cooper's death, Mrs. Cooper was 
induced to leave Yarmouth for Shotisham. Her 
removal from objects which could but constantly 
recall to her mind the heavy losses she had there 
sustained, would be the best means it was thought 
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of quickly restoring her to composure ; more espe- 
cially u Bhe was about to return to the spot 
i^ndeared by her earliest and happiest impressions. 
Here she vmB bom;*^here from infancy she had 
passed through the period of her childhood and 
advanced into Womanhood* It was here, under the 
watchful ^ye of her father, she first listened to the 
persuasive voice of him who became her husband; 
here entered on the grateful duties of a wife, and 
became the mother of her ft)ur elder children. To 
return to this abode must have afforded her an ample 
BOurct of mental employment, well adapted to assuage 
her present grief: for if I have not mistaken her 
t^haraoter, the retrospect of her life must have been 
replete with mental satisfaction, from the consoious** 
bess of having, so far as human frailty would permit, 
perfectly fiilfilled all the social and domestic duties 
of her station. Here she would probably have 
finally settled, had not her eldest son, Mr. Bransby 
Cooper, then living at Dursley, in Gloucestershire, 
urged his mother to pass her remaining days with 
him. Her great affection for her first«born child led 
her to sacrifi(^e her strong local attachment to 
Norfolk, to comply with this request, and thus, not 
Without many a pang, she quitted her native place 
for ever. 

Her feelings upon this occasion will be best 
eitpressed by heirself : 

**I have, at last, my dear Astley, determined 
to accept the often repeated invitation of my 
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Bransbj, the distance from whom has always ex« 
cited in me great anxiety whenever I was ill; — 
may the Almighty sanction and bless the ardaous 
undertaking ! But stilly sometimes, the thoughts of 
bidding a last adieu to Norfolk, to those scenes of 
early and wedded life, of quitting the places which 
contain the mortal remains of conjugal, filial, frater- 
nal, parental, and friendly attachments, agitate my 
mind, and, indeed, sometimes threaten to shake my 
determination — but I think I am resolved,'* &c. 

This letter is dated September, 1806, and the 
following month she accordingly bade adieu to 
Shotisham. In the interim she seemed so far to 
have recovered her spirits, as to have resumed a 
favourite, although only occasional, occupation, of 
amusing and light reading ; for in the latter end of 
September she returns a book which she had bor- 
roM'ed, with the following critique on it : — "I own, 
after your opinion, I am disappointed in the Thad^ 
dem of Warsaw ; I began it yesterday with a dispo- 
sition to be pleased, but it seems to me to be an 
odd medley, — so many battles, and, alas ! too real,— 
so many private distresses, — so many characters and 
incidents,^ — that my spirits were agitated, and I 
could not continue the perusal. I return it, there- 
fore, with many thanks for your kind indulgence, 
though I have not availed myself of it. In Miss 
More I have a delighful resource; she is always 
equal to whatever she undertakes, and I thank you 
for the loan." She left Norfolk with bitter feelings, 
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and travelled slowly up to the house of her son 
Astley, in London, under the care of her companion 
Miss Clark, who had resided with her for the last 
three or four years. She remained a week in Broad 
Street, during which period I have been informed, 
my uncle passed as much of his time with his mother 
as his professional avocations would permit, there 
not being one evening that he did not sit with her 
until her usual hour for retiring. The vivacity of 
her son's disposition, softened by his reverential 
affection for her, constituted that kind of agreeable 
relaxation which was best adapted to the condition 
of her mind; and my dear grandmother acknow- 
ledged that she had not considered herself sus- 
ceptible of such early consolation as he afforded 
her. The natural pride of the mother was also 
gratified in witnessing the perfect success of her 
son in his professional career, for at this time he was 
in larger practice than any other surgeon in Lon- 
don. At the end of the week she proceeded into 
Gloucestershire, to Furney Hill, the residence of 
her son Bransby. Almost from the moment of 
her arrival here, there was an evident declining of 
her strength, though she still was in the full posses- 
sion of her mental faculties, and possessed that 
tranquillity of mind and temper, the almost insepa- 
rable attendants of resigned piety. The last letter 
she ever wrote, if not to any one else, certainly the 
last to Mrs. Astley Cooper, well illustrates the still 
remaining sweetness of her disposition. 

" I must write a few lines to thank my ever 
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18 LIFE OF SIR ASTLEY COOPER. 

dear daughter for her last most affectionate letter^ 
and to assure her of the great pleasure she has im- 
parted to her sister Lovick by her and my Astley's 
delightful attentions to her suffering child, and the 
hopes with which he inspires her of restoratixm to 
health and cure ; may these be perfected, and the 
dear child prove a real and permanent blessing ! I 
know how you enjoyed the kindness you admi- 
nistered to the poor child and tender mother. May 
you ever be rewarded, as well as my kind Astley." 

This letter was written on June 27th, 1807, and 
on July the 3rd she died ; her departure resembling 
the composure of an infant falling into slumber. 

Mrs. Cooper was the authoress of many works, 
and at the period at which she wrote, enjoyed a 
considerable literary reputation. After her death, 
her eldest son, Mr. Bransby Cooper, republished all 
her works, and I have been informed by him, that 
they met with so ready a sale, that a few years 
afterwards he himself could not obtain a single 
copy to preserve as a memorial of his mother. I 
have lately made every effort to procure these 
works, but without success ; and I therefore asked 
Mr. Bransby Cooper, my uncle, to furnish me with 
an account of them, which he did, in the following 
communication : — 

" My dear Bransby, 

" I thought in my former letters I had given 
you as much information as I could on the subject 
of my revered mother's compositions. As long as I 
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recollect, in my progress from infency to man- 
I, Bba was employed, and generally on an 
ing, ia writing, on her hand*, and preparing 
3 composition for the press, either for the infer- 
on of her children, or for the entertainment and 
Tiction of the public. 

^Her first productions were story books for 
Iren, published, as they usually were at that day, 
Ir. Newberry, St. Paul's Churchyard. Some of 
1 tended to show the advantages of Christian 
nation, as eicemplified in dialogues between a 
nt and her children, and had reference to her . 
mode of teaching. They have been succeeded, 
&ver, by more popular story books, which have 
vise had their day. 

' Of her novels, which were all written in letters 
osed to have passed between the different cha- 
irs of the story, the first was Letters between 
lia and Harriet, which she afterwards called The 
ghtei\ and was distinguished by incidents and 
iments exhibiting filial affection and duty. The 
nd, I believe, was Fanny Meadows, an interesting 
£, which first rendered her popular as a writer, 
next was The Wife, containing a portraiture of 
duties displayed in a happy conjugal union. The 
and much the most valuable of her oomposi* 
s, was The Ea^emplary Mother, a work generally 
[ at the time, and universally approved. It was 

Mrs. Cooper was in the habit of supporting the paper on 
h she ynrote by her hand, instead of using either a desk or 
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mentioned, with high commendation, in one of her 
prefaces, by Mrs. Brooke, an author well known in 
her time for some interesting novels, particularly 
Emily Montague. The great object of this last work 
was the conversion of a beloved son from infidelity, 
and to convince him of the great truths and inesti- 
mable blessings of Christianity. By this work was 
my beloved mother most kno^vn to the world, and it 
had a very extensive sale. It was published by 
Becket, of Pall Mall. 

" You will observe, that the tendency of all my 
. dear mother's publications was to exemplify the 
female character in the several stations of life, the 
duties of which, whether as daughter, wife, or mo- 
ther, she faithfully fulfilled in her progress through 
time to eternity. 

" On her death, she left in my hands corrected 
copies of her compositions, which she earnestly 
requested me to publish after her decease. This 
dying request I promised to execute, and fulfilled 
that promise by publishing them in a short time 
after her departure from the world. The Wife, or 
Caroline Herbert, had been much altered and added 
to after its first publication, and / made additional 
alterations in it before it was republished. The 
other works, particularly The Ea;emplary Mother^ 
were given to the world with very slight corrections, 
and had all a ready sale. She likewise published 
in verse a Letter supposed to have been addressed by 
Jane Shore to her Friend, which Mr. Edward Jer- 
ningham, brother of Sir William, of Costessy Hall, 
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Norfolk, and uncle of the present Lord Stafford, 
himself a poet, advised her to give to the public. I 
know not that I can add anything to the list of her 
literary compositions, or to their several merits. 
Her character shone through them all as illumi- 
nated by the Spirit from above, &c.'' 

It will not be out of place, perhaps, to mention 
here a very flattering eulogium I heard passed upon 
the mother of Sir Astley Cooper, by one of the most 
eminently learned as well as upright men of the pre- 
ceding century, the celebrated Dr. Parr. I was one 

day dining in his company at the house of Mr, , 

together with his royal highness the Duke of , 

Dr. , Mr. , and Sir , when in 

the course of the evening, Dr. Parr, speaking of his 
intimacy with my grandfather, mentioned that he 
had read a poem written by Dr. Cooper, in imitation 
of Cowper's Task, not very remarkable in his esti- 
mation for its poetical merits ; and he proceeded in 
his peculiar, pompous manner, to say, " And, Sir, I 
wrote an epigram upon it, which was this : 

To Cowper's Task see Cooper's Task succeed, 
That was a task to write, but this, to read. 

"And, Sir," he continued with considerable ani- 
mation, "I knew your grandmother, and in the 
retrospection of that intimacy, I have more satisfac- 
tion than has been afforded me by my acquaintance 
with any of the sex since." 

I have already said so much regarding the vir- 
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iix€» of this excellent lady, who, among her own 
associftiesi, appears to have been so pte-'Ominent in 
lustre, and who now shines with a double bright* 
ness^ that reflected from her distinguished son being 
added to her own, that if I say more I fear I shall be 
thought guilty of exaggeration in the acicount. I 
will add, therefore, but one other remark concerning 
her, extracted from Mr- Ctorapton's edition of the 
Ijetters of thd late Lord Chedworth, and that, rather 
to substaMiate what has been already said, than 
because it throws any further light on her character. 
His lordship in one of his letters saysy "Of Mrs. 
Cooper, I shall always think with resf)ect as a truly 
good woman^ fee," and to this the following Bote is 
appended :— ' 

" From the terms in which I am ever inclined to 
speak of the Coopers, it may be thought by some 
that 1 have conceived the existence of a family of 
* faultless monsters.' But, however this msty be, I 
am quite sure that no one who knew Mrs. Copper 
will withhold belief to my assertion, that she was 
one of the feest of women ; assuredly the very best 
that I have over known*" 

We shall now proceed to give a slight sketch of 
th^ brothers and sisters of Sir Astley Cooper. 

The ftrst and ntsW only surtiving^ child of Dr. and 
Mrs. Cocfpef j ia Robert Btansbyj who was bom at 
Shotishftttt, in 1762, oh the 21st of Febrtiary ; during 
the period at which Dr. aiid Mrs. Cooper ^€*e 
residing with Mr, Brdnsby^ the fathefr of Mrs. 
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)p0r. He was educated at hoMe, and seemed to 
e imbibed very much of the character of his 
ther; always evincing a great attention to his 
gioos duties, atid now, aftef a long life, is still re- 
rkable for his highly moral and religious character. 

Btet skfknoWledges irtth deep gratitude, that the 
iciples which have formed the rule of his con- 
st through lifoj as well as the education of his 
ly years, were wholly obtained from his excellettt 
[ pious motheif. On leaving home, he Went to 
Eiity College, Ciiiiibridge, and becatie a pupil of 

Vince, mathematical prdfessoi^, a very estimable 
Q, who owed his coUeigiate education to the 
inty of Dr. Cooper. The period for his stay at 

university being completed, he was entered at 
[Coin's Inn, where, for solne time, he studied the 
Inents of jurisprudence, and qualified himself for 

bftT. He did not, however, proceed to join the 
juit. He subsequently married Miss Pumell, the 
f daughter of William Pumell, Esq., of Femey 
1, in Gloiicestershire, and by this tinion had a 
lily of six childrett, the eldest of whom has 
amed thef maternal iiatn€>, and iioW besides on the 
rily estate at 8tancoinbe Park, near Dutsley. 

Mr. Bmnsby Cooper is in the comniission of the 
,ce and lietttentocy fot the corinty of Norfolk as 
il as Gloueestershire, and in the latter eounty is 
tr the oldest surviving magistrate. 

In the year 1816^ Mr. Cooper was selected as a 
ididate fot the representation of the city of 
mcesteir ; but, after a severe ftnd unequal contest, 
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was defeated. His antagonist at that time was 
Colonel Webb, brother-in-law to Sir William Green, 
Bart, M. P. for the county. 

In the year 1818, he was again canvassed to 
offer himself for Gloucester, to which requisition he 
somewhat reluctantly acceded, and, after a very severe 
contest, was triumphantly returned. To the honour 
of the party who supported him on this occasion, he 
was placed at the head of the poll without incurring 
any personal electioneering expense; and what is 
not a little remarkable, so great was the enthusiasm 
and energy of the supporters of Mr. Cooper, that, 
of 1703 voters who polled, more than 800 plumped 
for the successful candidate. His opponents on 
this occasion were Colonel Webb, and Captain 
Berkeley, brother to Lord Segrave. 

By this election, Mr. Cooper's seat in Parlia- 
ment was established for some years, and he became 
one of its most active members. 

In 1829, though a personal friend of Sir Robert 
Peel, he made a very decided stand against the 
Emancipation Bill, and delivered, on that occasion, 
a speech memorable for its Protestant tone and 
constitutional spirit; which was so much approved 
by the friends of the party, that it was printed 
and circulated, in various shapes, without the direc- 
tion or knowledge of Mr. Cooper or his connexions. 

In 1830, at the time of the excitement on the 
question of Parliamentary Reform, Mr. Cooper's 
principles not permitting him to yield to the popular 
feeling, he was obliged, after a violent contest 
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although nobly supported by his friends, to retire 
from Parliament. 

Mr. Cooper represented the city of Gloucester 
for a period of twelve years, and during that time, 
even among his political opponents, he was respected 
for the conscienj;ious discharge of his public duties, 
and his steady adherence to that line of conduct 
which he deemed most conducive to the welfare of 
his country. 

Since that period, Mr. Cooper has been usefiiUy 
engaged at Cheltenham, in his capacity as magi- 
strate, where he filled the judicial chair for eight 
years. He now resides at Gloucester, and though 
much advanced in age, still participates in the 
fatigues of public business with all the energy of a 
much more youthful time of life. 

Mr. Cooper has written several works, some of 
which have been given to the public. 

Political Essays^ though published anonymously 
in 1800, passed through three editions. 

A Dispassionate Discussion on the Objects of the 
Bible. Society^ and the Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge^ appeared in 1814. 

A Letter to a Clergyman on the particular Tenets 
of the present Day f (in 1824.) This publication was 
well received, and has passed through three editions. 

Subsequently was published a Vindication of the 
above Letter, in answer to objectors. 

Next, a Translation of Mede on the Apocalypse; 
and, lastly. 

An Interpretation of the Revelation of St John. 
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These several treatises, which are ijhiefly in- 
tended to inculcate and enforce the necessity of 
social order, the duty of religious unity, and the 
pritidipl^s df an uniform system of national &ith, 
have b^en geneiully well reddted and estimated by 
the pttblte. 

Samuel Lovidt Cooler, the second son of Dr. 
aiid Mr^. Cooper, was born on the 4th of February, 
1763, at Shotisham, in which village he lived for 
the firirt f(mi years of his life, and thefn with his 
parents went to reside at Brooke Hall. One of the 
first circumstances recordcJd of his early years is 
rendered important, from the great danger to which 
it exposed the life of his brother Astley, the subject 
of these Memoirs. They were playing together in 
the Hall, at Brook, when Astley accidentally ran 
against Lotlck, Who at the time was holding in his 
hand an open knife. The blade entered the lower 
patt of Astley's cheek, passed upwatds, and was 
stopped only by the sodket of the eye. The woimd 
bted pi^ofa^elyj and Mr. Fulcher, the surgeon of 
Shotisham, Was instantly sent for, and remained in 
attendance upon him, sO severe was the injuryj for 
some weeks. The wound^ however^ at last healed; 
bnt 8ir Afiftley carried With him to the grave a scar 
Whi<5h it left. This acddent did not occ^r from 
any tiolenee of iem|]fet on the part of my father, 
who was always remarkable for his sweetness of 
disposition and mild conduct, not only as a boy, but 
up to the period of his death. 

liovick w&s educated at homo^ and, although he 
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was not very studiotfs, acquired knowledge readily, 
find iiOt only retained it, bnt had ali^ the happy gift 
of applying it with fibcility. He waef always a great 
ftttotirit© at hoffld, and equally in rfeqttigition to assist 
in thef cM^npations of his l^isters, or to enter into the 
m(n^ boistei'otis amusements (rf his brothers. He 
differed in disposition, both from his elder brother, 
Bfumhy, AM his yoiing^ brothet, Astley, being less 
0fedat« than the foiHieY, le9& f iototis than the latter : 
his brothe* foattsby Wa^, h(>W€rtetj his mord frequent 
^mpanion; Loti^k studied nnder the snperintend- 
^ee of hii^ jfSftther fot dasefi^l^^ and under Mr< Larke 
of Dtoc^k, fctf toatheliiftti^^s^ With both of whom he 
mM^ refy Mt pfogi'ess; bnt 1 hate h^ard my father 
frequently rfegret that he had not been edncated at 
MhMlf tttaintdning that it was impossible fcft a boy 
At hom^ to mak^ eqnal pfogi-ess with on^ at sc^hool^ 
in conseqnence of the many intert'uptions to which 
he» is ne(ies«aHly ^j^posed^ 

LoVickwas considered to be the handsomest of the 
family. Although not possessing the animation and 
fire of Astley, he was not at all inferior to him in 
regulartty Of featti*^^ ftfid proportion of frame, and 
eten snrpasi^d him in thai mfi sweetness of expres- 
sion whii^h n^^ l^lls to ^aptiTate the heart, although 
by a more fclow and stealthy progress than the 
boldet and mor^ Instantly prepossessing appefarance, 
Whkh distinguished his brother Astley, Their elder 
brother Btansby Was not eqnal to either of his 
bi^othcfnS in «fj^ptession of countenance, although in 
figtiref lUd mimly depoftment he was Inferior to 
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neither. At seventeen, Lovick was entered at 
Magdalen College, Cambridge, where, I believe, he 
was not very studious for academical honours: — 
always wanting the industry necessary for their 
attainment. Even those who loved him best must 
acknowledge that indolence was his great failing, 
and must regret that through life " he kept on the 
even tenor of his way," without ever endeavouring 
to raise himself to that eminence to which hia 
talents would otherwise have elevated him. 

Kind, friendly, and benevolent, he was doated on 
by his family, and beloved by all his acquaintance. 
The excellence of his judgment was universally ad- 
mitted; and this, together with his perfect integrity, 
caused him to be frequently chosen, as well by his 
parishioners as his own family, the arbitrator and 
adviser in all matters which required judgment and 
consideration. As a parent he was, perhaps, too 
indulgent, and although he closely watched any 
deviation from right in the conduct of his children, 
he could never bear to punish, but always attempted 
by kindness alone to bring the delinquent back to 
propriety. As a clergyman, my father was respected 
and beloved, and although he was never so zealous 
as to be what would now be considered an active 
divine, yet his general conduct was peculiarly 
adapted to excite and cherish a spirit of real devo- 
tion, whilst the simplicity yet elegance of his diction 
invariably secured to him a large congregation, in the 
chapel of ease to the church at Yarmouth, in which 
he did duty for many years. His voice was beau- 
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tifuUy harmonious, and naturally very powerful; and 
he acquired so high a reputation as a preacher, that 
he was frequently applied to by the bishop to preach 
in the cathedral at Norwich, and by neighbouring 
clergymen to do duty in their churches on charitable 
occasions. 

In later years, the affection which existed 
between my father and uncle Astley was of the 
strongest character, and at a stated period, which was 
always looked forward to with much interest by both, 
every year until his decease, my father spent five or 
six weeks in his brother's house in town. This visit 
was a source of great gratification to both; for while 
my fiither felt a pride in his brother's distinction, 
and a deep regard for his worth. Sir Astley equally 
enjoyed the society of his brother, and the quiet, 
dry humour which characterized his conversation. 
Often have I seen my dear uncle convulsed with 
laughter at some anecdote or story of my poor 
father's, whose countenance at the same time was 
unruffled even by a smile. A source of much of 
my father's comfort on the occasion of these visits^ 
was the perfect liberty he enjoyed, of passing his 
time as pleased him best: — the consideration of his 
brother allowing him to be as perfectly master of his 
own arrangements, as if he were in his own house 
at Yarmouth. It was during one of these visits, 
that my poor father was seized with water in the 
chest, which disease terminated fatally, on June 
8rd, 1817, in the fifty-fourth year of his age. The 
death of my uncle, which I so lately witnessed. 
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vary forcibly recalled to mj mem&ff the last 
moments of my poor father, who died Id mj Q'nns 
in New Street. 

I cannot let this opportunity pass, without men- 
tioning a subject of regret which has long dwelt and 
still remains heavy on my mind — ^that one UMie of 
our family only should appear upon the monument 
in memory of my beloved fother in t\m chi^pel in 
Yarmouth. My second brother incemsiderately, and 
without consulting his brothers and sisters, er^teA 
this tribute to his memory, and, by attaching only 
his own name, may have thus led the world to 
believe that he alone duly appreciated the merits of 
our beloved father. 

My father was married at Yammuth on the 
29th of November, 1787, to Sarah Leman B^dOf 
the second daughter of Thomas Bede, Esq., whose 
family for some centuries had resided in the neighs 
bourhood of Beccles. The estate and manors of 
Ashmans are now the property oi my brother 
Robert, who has adopted the family name of Bede*. 
My mother, at the period of her marriage, has been 
described as being, — and my recollection warrants 
such a description — one of the beauties of the county, 
and, from the vivacity of her counti^ance, together 
with the brilliancy of her wit, as the life and soul 
of the society in which she moved ; thus exhibiting 
a turn of mind singularly opposite to the retiring, 

^ For a more detailed account of the family and estates, 
see Ne ale's Views of the Seats of Noblemen and Gentlemen in 
Great Britain. 
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quiiBt, and somewhat sedate disposition of my ftitlier. 
But notwithstanding this difference of character, 
tike was in no way second to him as a fond and 
tender parent ; indeed, with much more iM^tivity of 
mind, and having no thought but for the benefit 
of her ehlldien, on her did the whole arrange- 
ment of the family devolve. There wgs not a single 
4iity towards her children that she over avoided; 
oad, notwithstanding her viv^icity imd love of society, 
jg^e would never allow pleasure to interfere with her 
domestic duties. Her generosity and liberality to 
her children amounted almost to lai^h extra*- 
yag^nce; for she would not hesitate to expend a 
large sum for a child for the purpose of satisfying 
some perhaps fapciM desire, while at the same time 
she was denying to herself such gratiijciitions as by 
the world are iisuj^ly considered necessary for A 
lady in her station of lif^. Indeedi her affbction was 
so enthusiastic, so romantic, that it sufficiently indi- 
eated the absence of that prudence which it is 
for the benefit of all should always regulate our 
feelings. Still, her children can never cease to 
regard the love which often screened them from 
the punishment due to their failings with any 
Qth#r feelings than these of the warmest affection 
and gratitude. 

Her m^tal faculties w^re of u, high Ofderi but 
judgment had scarcely a^ sufii^ient control oyer her 
powers of wit and sarcasm to tender her always 
agreeable to those against whom she was directing 
her rpillery, Sh^ was therefore frequently rendered 
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an object of fear to any who made themselves 
obnoxious to her displeasure, as well as to those 
who, on account of any failings or peculiarities, 
formed good marks for the arrows of her wit. The 
sharpness of her repartees, and the eccentricity of 
her expressions and similes, were a source of con- 
siderable amusement to Sir Astley ; and when she 
was visiting him, he would frequently invite to his 
house for an evening some one distinguished for 
similar qualities, and having contrived to excite a 
spirit of rivalry between them, would exhibit the 
most marked delight in watching the effects of the 
contest which would ensue, but which generally 
terminated in favour of my mother. After my 
father's death, and all their children were settled in 
life, my mother felt herself deprived in Yarmouth of 
every solace, and therefore came to London to be 
near her children. Here my poor mother did not 
long live to enjoy the comfort she had anticipated, 
but died, after a short illness, on the 13th of 
March, 1823. 

The next son was William Houman, who was 
born on the 4th of September, 1764, at Shotisham. 
There are but few circumstances connected with 
the life of my uncle William of sufficient interest 
to be recorded. He was always of a weak consti- 
tution, and his mind rendered proportionably inac- 
tive, so that he long remained in early life under 
the especial care and protection of his mother, and 
was allowed but little either to think or act for 
himself. It seemed early to be determined that he 
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should not be brought up to any profession, and he 
therefore had no other pursuit beyond that of his 
own amusement. In about 1800 he entered the 
volunteer corps at Yarmouth, and I can now 
remember his rather grotesque appearance in regi- 
mentals ; for he was remarkably thin, and yet fully 
equalled his brothers in height. He had a peculiar 
facility as a caricaturist, and would sometimes ex- 
cite the chagrin of his brothers Lovick and Astley, 
by a successful but ludicrous sketch of some pecu- 
liarity in their gait or dress, for which Astley 
generally paid him off by a retort not always quite 
courteous. He lived to be seventy years of age, 
end died in Gloucestershire, at his brother Bransby's 
residence. 

We have already, in speaking of Mrs. Cooper, 
alluded to the untimely decease of her daughter 
Charlotte Maria. This young lady was born on the 
18th of September, 1765, and was the eldest of the 
female portion of Mrs. Cooper's family. Whether 
from the particular attention and care which, from 
the earliest period, was devoted to her education, or 
that she silently imbibed that spirit of gentleness 
which so eminently characterized the excellent 
example constantly before her, or whether from the 
sweetness of her own natural disposition,— certain 
it is, that in the daughter all the pious principles 
and amiable qualities of the parent re-appeared in 
undiminished vigour. Under the guidance and 
tuition of Mrs. Cooper, she grew up no less distin- 
guished in all the minor ornaments which give a 
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luBtre to the female character — ^the graceful ease 
and elegant proportions of her form, the aweet 
expression of her couni^enancet and the feminine 
gentleness pf her addrescH^than in the higher char 
racteristics of a benevolent heart and an exalted 
understanding. By one of her fiiends, who anonj* 
mously published after her decease a sketch of her 
character, Miss Cooper has been described as being 
endowed with the softest sensibility, yet without 
any tincture of weakness; with an uncommon 
quickness of penetration and solidity of judgnaienti 
joined with the most engaging candour; with a most 
lively imagination, but combined with unusual foiee 
of understanding, and a disposition ever ready char 
ritably to throw a veil over those weakneases in 
others which* on account of her acute diseenunent, 
she could not but perceive. But, with the existoica 
of these qualities which so eminently fitted her for 
the discharge of all the varied offices of life, there 
had been for a long time Anxiously suc^cted by 
her friends the presence of that destroyer*— aon* 
sumption, a disease which was d^tined to commit 
sudi havoc in the fisimiiy of Mrs. Cooper. Thme 
sui^cions were fearfoily confirmed at the period 
when she was about to have bestowed hex hand on 
a clergyman who had so&ie time won her ai&etioiit 
and who appears to hav« he&a in everj i^^pect 
worthy of so inestimable a prise. A few montiis 
after thai she had entered her tw^rty-first yeax, on 
the 31st of January, 1786, in spite of the muted 
efforts of ber tenderly attached relatioois and affile? 
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tiouate compaiiions, sha sank — n victim to the 
influence of the diaeiMie. 

I cannot better conclude thiii brief notice of the 
above estimable lady, than by a stanza from an 
elegy written soon jifter h^r decease, by her eldest 
brother, Mr, Drausby Cooper i*-^ 

Her soul was flpotless as the snow unirod, 
Her form the purest irtasoript of her mfaid s 

3he livecl, Aa 4iad, doypted to her Qi>i* 
In life ohedieat| and ia death resigp'd. 

Oa the death of her beloyed Charlotte, Mrs. 
Cooper naturally turned from her bereavement ^th 
increased aflfection towards her who had now beoome 
her eldest daughter, Mariaque; but the same irresis* 
tible disease that had destroyed the sister, had 
already fixed its hold on her, and she thus became, 
instead of consolation, a source of fi?esh disappoint* 
mant tp the already severely afflicted parent. This 
daughter was the last of the children bom while 
Dr. and Mrs. Cooper resided at Shotisham* In the 
year 1787, about eighteen months after her sister's 
deci^se, Marianne was married to a gentleman 
of most amiable disposition and refined manners, 
the Bev. Christopher Spurgeon, rector of Harpley 
and Bircham, in Norfolk. With him she passed 
nearly two years of happiness, as complete as tiie 
society of two beings, each devoted to the other's 
interest and welftire, oan produce; when all their 
plana of future life and prospects of continued 
enjoyment were blighted by the visible presence 
of the disease, which ]}ad long been, c&nker«like, 
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consaming her tender frame. She fell a yictim 
to consamption, in the year 1789. 

I hardly think it necessary to apologize on pre- 
senting my readers with another of Mrs. Cooper's 
letters, written to her son Astley shortly before this 
trying event. Independent of the interest which 
mnst always belong to letters in which such teaching 
simplicity of expression and exquisitely tender feel- 
ing are found as in these, they give the reader the 
most perfect view which he can have of the domestic 
habits of Sir Astley Cooper's family at this period, 
and in the best manner supply the deficiency of 
letters from Sir Astley himself, who from earliest 
years had a singular antipathy, which he maintained 
to the latest periods of his life, to corresponding 
on any matters, unless professional. But to the 
philosopher, to him who would watch not merely 
the full-formed character of Sir Astley Cooper, but 
also its developement, I think they must have a still 
higher importance even than this; for when we 
reflect on the situation of Astley Cooper at the 
period when these events occurred — ^free from 
restraint, living in a house where but little regard 
was shown even to the formalities of religion, — ^his 
time fiilly occupied in the pursuit of science— we 
cannot but conclude that these letters from his 
mother, so feelingly descriptive of their mutual 
losses and bereavements, must have formed at least 
an essential portion, if not the whole of his moral 
culture at that time. That they were not alto« 
gather neglected or lightly esteemed by him is 
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proved by the care with which they have been pre* 
served. 

The reader will readily perceive that the letter 
is written but a few days previous to the death, 
which it anticipates, of her beloved daughter. It is 
addressed to " Mr, Astley Cooper, No. 12, St. Mary 
Axe, London." 

**I should have written to my dearest 
Astley immediately after his beloved sister's arrival, 
but that I wished to see how she was after a few 
days had passed, and she was settled in the house 
Mr. Spurgeon took for her, which has bay-windows 
opening on the sea. Our house and family were 
too noisy and bustling for her. Dear creature! she 
bore the journey astonishingly well. She came as 
far as Dereham the first night, and was in good 
spirits. The next day she got to Norwich, which 
she foimd so noisy that she set off the following 
morning for Yarmouth, with hired horses part of the 
way, and their own from Acle, and was on the road 
only two hours and twelve minutes. Her fatigue 
was less than we could expect, and she was quite 
delighted on finding herself among us. The second 
day, liowever, after her arrival, whether sotnewhat in 
consequence of the journey, and somewhat Mr. 
Smith the surgeon's unfavourable opinion of the 
state of her feet, and his prognosticks too unguard- 
edly imparted, and which surely had better have 
been suppressed, her spirits became exceedingly low, 
and she had not yocovered them when «he weftt into 
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her lodgings, on Monday. Yesterday and this day 
she was in better spirits, and has had more appetite 
than since she came to Yarmouth; but, alas! my 
dear son, I fear there is little reason to expect her 
long continuancd with us. Let m© hear from you, 
and when it suits your convenience we shall rejoice 
to see you. Tell me when you think you shall be 
able to come. 

^'Saturday evening. 
"Your dear sister ii so extremely weak that 
she herself thinks that she shall not continue long 
in this life. Sweet soul! we had such a conf(^rence 
this evening as has left my mind in a state of 
blessed thankfulness for such a child, but with appre- 
hension of her loss. She blessed God for the happy 
serenity of mind she enjoyed. She said, she found 
hei^elf grown so extremely weak that it was not 
possible she should live long, that she was perfectly 
resigned to death, and only prayed, and wished all 
her friends to pray, that she might not suifer much 
more p&in. She blessed God, and said, sh^ consi- 
dered her illness as a merciful dispensation; for 
though she hoped she had never committed any 
great offences, yet perhaps she had been inattentive 
to the duties of religion. If it pleased God to spare 
her life, no one, she said, had a happier prospect; 
for she had the beiSt of husbands, and a comfortable 
share of tempoml enjoyments; but she was resigned 
to the will of heaven. She felt for Mr. Spurgeon: 
her loss would sit heavy on him, and, indeed, she did 
not tllink he would ever reciover his spirits: she- 
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dared not mention to him her opinion of her own 
state. O, my dearest Afetley, what a most excellent 
young creature! My heart is agitated with fears 
of losing her, and yet rejoices in the anticipated 
heaven she now enjoys. She wisheis very much to 
see you soon, and if you can come, you will gratify 
us all. Your brother and sister Bransby are this 
evening arrived, and very well, but very much 
shocked at the state of their dear, dear sister. They 
join us in most affectionate regards to you — ^mine 
to my beloved Miss Cock. She will feel for me, 
and for us all. May you be able to be with us 
soon! 

**God bless you! Believe me to be 

" Your ever tenderly affectionate Mother, 

«M. S.Cooper." 

Of the other three daughters of Mrs. Cooper, 
of whom we have not as yet made mention, the 
first two, Anna Maria and Margaret Bransby, were 
bom in succession after their brother Astley, but 
both died very young, and but little is recorded 
of them. The remaining daughter, and last child, 
Anna Maria Inyon, like her sisters, sunk in con- 
sumption, and thus completed the list of its vic- 
tims in the female portion of Mrs. Cooper's family. 

Mrs. Cooper lived to see one more of her chil- 
dren fall a sacrifice to the disease which had now 
taken from her all her daughters. This was the 
last bom of her sons, Beauchaihp Newton. He was 
a captain in militia, and, in 1798, married Miss 
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Adams, by whom he had two children — Matilda, and 
a posthumous son, Charles Beauchamp, bom soon 
after the decease of his father. The allusions to this 
son and his affectionate wife, in Mrs. Cooper's 
letters, are written in terms expressive of the same 
maternal attachment, as that which she has exhi- 
bited towards her other children in the letters 
already quoted. He appears in character to have 
very closely resembled the mild and retiring Lovick. 
In one of her letters, having just spoken of his 
brother Astley, Mrs. Cooper thus writes : — " Beau- 
champ has a very similar sweetness of temper, a 
feeling heart, a docile mind, and a desire of improve- 
ment." He had been for some time slowly wasting 
under the influence of consumption, when one day, 
while taking some exercise in the open air, he burst 
a blood-vessel, the effect of which soon put a ter- 
mination to his life. This event occurred a.d. 
1802. My cousin Beauchamp is the present in- 
cumbent of the living of Morley, which he inherited 
from his father, who had received the advowson 
from Dr. Cooper. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

Birth of Sir Astlsy Cooper. Is kursed by a Foster- 
Mother. Parental Education. His Character while 

UNDER the tuition OF Mit. LaRKE, OF BrOOKE. HiS 

Boyish Enterprise and Contempt op Danger. Anec- 
dotes. Accident on Welbeck Common. Mr. Sher- 
rington's Recollections op Sir Astley Cooper at 
School. Boyish Adventures. Fatal Injury to Astley 
Cooper's Foster-Brother. Astley Cooper's singular 
Presence of Mind. The Influence op this Occur- 
rence ON Sir Astley Cooper. He leaves Brooke. 

Having thus given a brief account of the 
members of the family more immediately interest- 
ing in their relationship to the subject of these 
Memoirs, we now proceed to the consideration of 
his own eventful history. It has been already stated 
that Astley Paston Cooper was the fourth son of 
Dr. and Mrs. Cooper, and that he was the first of 
their children bom at Brooke. His birthday was 
the 23rd of August, 1768, and he was baptized^ as 
appears by the parish register, on the 9th day of the 
following month. His godfather was Sir Edward 
Astley, at that time member for the county, the 
grandfather of tSir Jacob Astley, now Lord Has^ 
tings. Mrs. Cooper, whilst pregnant with him, ex- 
perienced more suffering than with any other of her 
previous children, or than she did with any of those 
born after him. 

After a few days, in accordance with the custom 
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which at this time prevailed among the more 
respectable Norfolk families, of sending their chil- 
dren to be nursed away from home, (a practice which 
Sir Astley Cooper afterwards reprobated in a most 
marked manner*,) the infant Astley was placed 
under the care of Mrs. Love, the wife of a sub- 
stantial farmer, one of Dr. Cooper's parishioners. 

* The following, remarks, extracted from the latest of Sir 
Astley Cooper's publications, will exemplify his opinions on this 
subject; and as they are of so excellent a tendency, and not 
otherwise likely to meet the eye of my unprofessional readers, 
I have thought it proper to insert them here. After some pro- 
fessional observations, he says: — "If a woman be healthy, and 
she has milk in her breast, there can be no question of the pro^ 
priety of her giving suck. If such a question be put, the answer 
should be, that all animals, even those of the most ferocious cha- 
racter, show affection for their youngf^-do not forsake them, but 
yield them their milk, — do not neglect, but nurse and watch over 
them ; and shall woman, the loveliest of Nature's creatures, pos- 
sessed of reason as well as instinct, refuse that nourishment to 
her offspring which no other animal withholds, and hesitate to 
perform that duty which all of the Mammalia class invariably 
discharge? Besides, it may be truly said, that nursing the infant 
is most beneficial both to the mother and the child, and that 
women who have been previously delicate, often become strong 
and healthy while they suckle. 

** A female of luxury and refinement is often in this respect 
a worse mother than the inhabitant of the meanest hovel, who 
nurses her children, and brings them up healthy under priva- 
tions and bodily exertions to obtain subsistence, which might 
almost excuse her refusal. 

" The frequent sight of the child, watching it at the breast, 
the repeated calls for attention, the dawn of each attack of 
disease, and the cause of its little cries are constantly begetting 
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It is not improbable that Mrs. Coopert state of 
health, in glome measure, influenced her in this cir- 
cumstance, as she does not appear to have allowed 
this fashion to divert her from the natural course 
In respect to the nurture of her other children. 
The fact, however, of his being placed with Mrs. 
Love is interesting, from an important circumstance 
which subsequently occurred to Astley Cooper, in 
connei^ion with a son of this person, and which 
will be hereafter noticed. 

The precise period at which he left his foster- 
mother is not known, but it is probable that he 
returned to his father's house, Brooke Hall, when 
he no longer required the constant attendance of 
a nurse. As soon as he was of an age to receive 
instruction, 3lrs. Cooper, according to the plan 
which she voluntarily adopted with all her children, 
began sedulously to implant in her son the rudiments 
of education, and principles of religion, — ^a task 
which the qualities we have already described as 
distinguishing her character — ^her own religious 
habits, her excellent disposition and superior talents 
— ^rendered her so eminently fitted to undertake. 
Notwithstanding her literary pursuits (all her works 

feelings of affection, wliich a mother who does nofc suckle seldom 
feels in an equal degree, when she allows the care of her child 
to devolve upon another, and suffers her maternal feelings to give 
place to indolence or caprice, on the empty calls of a fashionable 
and luxurious life." 

Sir Astley having thus stated the advantages of nursing to 
the mother, proceeds to describe the multitude of advantages 
accruing to the child from the same source. 
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having been produced at periods Bubsequent to her 
marriage,) and numerous domestic engagements, 
Mrs. Cooper contrived to devote a considerable 
period of her time to her son Astley, in common 
with his brothers and sisters, and from her he 
derived all his knowledge of English grammar and 
history, for the latter of which studies he ever 
retained a fondness; while from the tuition of his 
father he obtained an ordinary acquaintance with the 
Latin and Greek classics. The information which 
he acquired, under his father's superintendence, 
seems to have been sufficient to enable him to read 
Horace in the one and the New Testament in the 
other; but at no after period of his life was the amount 
of his classical knowledge such as to induce him to 
peruse the works generally read by the more ad- 
vanced in such pursuits: the gratification which 
they are capable of affording to the polished scholar, 
being to him more than counterbalanced by the 
drudgery he had to encounter in arriving at the 
interpretation. It is probable, however, that he 
obtained a good insight into the construction of 
tbese languages, so far as his reading permitted, for. 
Dr. Cooper was a strict disciplinarian, directed 
much of his pupil's attention to the niles of gi-ammar 
and diction, and was himself, as exhibited in the 
honours which he gained at CambridgCj a scholar of 
no ordinary attainments. 

Astley's only other preceptor at this period was 
Mr.Larke, the master of the village school, and father 
of Mr. C. Larke, who is now residing at Brooke, and 
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actively engaged in the duties of medical practice. 
Mr. Larke was in the habit of attending at the 
Hall to instruct Dr. Cooper*s family in writing, 
ciphering, and mathematics, and among all his 
jpupils, there does not appear to have been one, 
who, by progress in these studies, did him less 
credit than the young Astley. Indeed, he does not 
seem to have made any advancement whatever in 
the scietice of mathematics, a tolerable knowledge 
of which his brothers, prior to their leaving home 
for college, obtained from Mr. Larke; but it must 
be remembered, that this gentleman's preceptorship 
ceased when Dr. Cooper left Brooke, at which period 
Astley was not yet thirteen years of age. Mr. 
Larke, too, although otherwise well qualified for the 
duties of his situation, appears to have failed in im« 
pressing his young pupil with a proper degree of 
reverence for himself; and Sir Astley, in after life, 
has not unfrequently mentioned that Mr. Larke was 
the subject of an infirmity which rendered him 
easily manageable by those who were aware of the 
circumstance. This was such an unusual degree of 
nervous susceptibility, that when he received a 
slight blow, or was merely touched suddenly, on 
the pit of his stomach, he was for a time deprived 
of the power of resjHration — a circumstance, of 
which it would appear his refractory scholar did not 
omit to avail himself on certain occasions'*^. In 
addition to these circumstances, Astley Cooper was 

* tt is, perhaps, worthy of remark, that Mr. Larke died of 
disease in the stomach. 
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at this time remarkable for dieplaying anything but 
a&siduity and attention to study of ^ny sort, i^though 
h^ ocoasionally exhibited traofi of ftu tmusiially 
qwck perception and superior intellectual powers* 
But the volatility of his disposition, th^ comUui 
buoyancy of his spirits, seconded by a constitution 
teeming with health and strength, render^ tb0 «on-» 
finement* necessarily attendant on study poculidrly 
irksome to him, and induced him, whenever an op-* 
portunity occurred of escaping from the ^gilan^e 
of his teachers, to join in whatever sports were 
going forward in the neighbourhood, nxkd^ indeed* 
led him into a variety of pranks, which were ceati-t 
nually creating alarm in the minds of bis parentSi 
and occajEiionaUy, though not often, brought mpon 
him their displeasure. For any of his Mends to be 
iangry with Astley Cooper wq,s a thing of »r^ oeeiir-* 
ren«ce, and seldom of any other than of temperary 
duration: for he possessed qualities, whidi, whiie 
they gave him a happy &eility of disarming ill will, 
procured him the regard «nd affisction of &U bi» 
associates, and of every visitor at the HaU, more 
particularly of the female portion, with whom he 
was always an iespeciai fevourite, and who were ever 
ready to be advocates on his behalf. This infliienee 
was attributabie to a peculiarly animated and ever 
dieerfiil countenance, to a frank and open t^iiper, 
generona disposition, eisd an easy deportment: bni, 
perhaps, more than on any other account, to his bold 
and spirited courage, which rendered him conspi- 
cuous not only above the membejs of bi^ own 
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faxoily, but fair above all bis young companions in 
tbe neighbourhood. 

The hazajrdous adventures in which he was 
engaged^ and the daring freaks which he phtjed, 
while living under the domestic roof at Brooke^ 
were many of them so remarkable #s never te 
have been effitced irom tlie m^nojy of those who 
W^e engaged in thrad a«i coUeaguep or merely as 
spectators; and he himself to the latest paiod of 
his life^ like the old soldier ^'fighting his early 
bs4;tle8 o'er again," would often revert to, aiid de- 
scribe the droll and mischievous /eats of his child- 
hood, the strongest impressions of which h« retained 
through life, aj^psrently wiUi no less amusement to 
himself at the recoUectipn, thui to his heareiv £rpn( 
the descrij^ion. It is to the praservpition of tbesk^ 
anecdotes, that we a^f indebted for an mMjuaintanc? 
with the early days of Sir Astl^y Cooper very mnch 
more fuU than is usually obtoioed of eminent me^; 
•^o an extent, indeed, whkh is not a little :remarkr 
able, when we remember that he was one of a 
numerous family, and witibout any eKtnax^rdinO'ry dor 
velop£»ent of any peculiar talent And filtbough by 
«ome they may be looked upon as mer^y t^e acts 
ai a cwdtess heactetro^g t^ild* a4d iinworthj of 
ootiee jea «i ti& so ^igMli^ed m that 4pf jSir Aatl^ 
Coopear, they, 5)6vertihdie9s, to t^oas wh^ deligl^t to 
traee tibe f^x^^/st M ^Sm mm in tii^ i^^ possess M 
aJbont^t share of intcnreat. 

Who can say that the admiration and applause 
the young .Astley Cooi^er ^\^m^ frpi» l\i» feUowf 
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for the intrepidity displayed by him in these youth- 
ful exploits, were not in truth the elements of that 
love of superiority and thirst for fame, which pre- 
vented him ever afterwards being contented with 
any but the highest rank in every undertaking with 
which he associated himself? Certain it is, that 
even at this early period, in every boyish enterprise 
of danger, Astley Cooper was unanimously fixed 
upon to hold that position, which he afterwards 
maintained when his colleagues and competitors 
were men — ^not unlike the account given by Xeno- 
phon of Cyrus, whom, when a boy in an obscure 
village, he represents as rendering himself so distin- 
guished among his rustic companions as to be by 
common consent elected king in their juvenile 
diversions. If orchards were to be robbed, or gar- 
dens plundered. Cooper was the general to whom 
was entrusted the arrangement of the attack and 
the division of the spoil: if horses were to be 
tamed, he was the Diomed who took in hand the 
management of their subjection. So fearless was 
he in undertakings of this sort, that he has been 
known to ride without a bridle, guiding them only 
with a stick, horses which others, though properly 
equipped, dared scarcely to mount. Not unfire- 
quently he might be seen driving out of a field the 
neighbouring farmer^s cows, mounted upon the back 
of the bull; sometimes running along the eaves of 
bams of great height*; and, in short, in any under- 

^ A lofty barn, with a double-inclined roof, still stands near 
the church at Brooke, from the top of which, I was lately 
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taking that occurred to liim offering unusual risk in 
its accomplishment, he appears to have at once 
engaged, with apparently the most utter reckless- 
ness of consequences. This adventurous disposition 
brought on him not only the inconvenience of 
having to bear the brunt of the accusation of every 
mischievous transaction that occurred in the village, 
of which the author was unknown — and of course 
now and then undeservedly; but occasionally led to 
results of a much more serious character, very 
often, indeed, to circumstances involving his very 
existence in imminent hazard. 

The following anecdotes Tiave been communicated 
to me by his elder brother, Mr. Bransby Cooper. 
" Having climbed one day to the roof of one of the 
aisles of Brooke church, he lost his hold, and was pre- 
cipitated to the ground, but, providentially, escaped 
with only a few bruises. He was always fond of 
playing with donkeys, or dickeys^ as they are called 
in Norfolk, and provoking them till they kicked 
him; and he bore many marks for some time of their 
violence. One day when he was riding a horse, 
which he had caught on Welbeck Common, near the 
house, he directed the animal with his whip to leap 
over a cow which was lying on the ground; but the 

informed by the vicar, Mr, Castell, Astley Cooper fell one day, 
when they were boys together, fortunately for himself^ among 
some hay in the stable-yard below. The height of the barn is 
so great, that had he fallen into the church-yard, which bounds 
it on the opposite side, he would in all probability have been 
severely injured. 
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COW rose at the instant, and overthi^w both the 
horse and its rider, who had his collar-bone broken 
in the fall/' 

« Astley and I were one day together on the 
top of a hayrick, assisting the men in trampling 
down the hay, when we amused ourselves by a 
game which is very common in Norfolk, but, I 
believe, peculiar to that county. The manner of 
playing at the game is the following: one of the 
party lies down on his back, generally on a stack of 
hay, with his hands open and stretched behind his 
head, his feet and legs at the same time being bent 
at right angles to his body, and directed upwards. 
The other then takes his stand upon the hands 
of the former, while he balances his body upon 
the feet of his recumbent companion. Tlie object 
is, for the boy lying beneath, by a simultaneous 
extension of his arms and legs, to project his poised 
playmate to a certain spot, which, when the boy 
below is strong, and the feat well performed, may 
be to a distance at first hardly credible. In the 
instance now alluded to, I, who was lying on the stack, 
in projecting Astley, overshot my mark, and he Ml 
over the edge of the stack on to the stone yard 
below, and sustained some severe bruises, ftom 
which however he soon recovered." Mr, Cooper 
thus concludes his account of his brother Astley at 
this period: "He was a great plague to his elder 
brothers, particularly William, whose articles of 
clothing, &c., he was perpetually appropriating to 
himself." 
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Fortunately, however, the diversions of Astley 
Cooper at this period were not all attended with 
similar serious results; they are^ however^ sufli'- 
ciently eccentric and interesting to warrant their 
appearance in these Memoirs. The following, which 
have been kindly communicated to me by an old 
Broqke companion of Astley Cooper, Mr. Samuel 
Sherrington, are so curious, and so graphically 
described, that it would be an iiyustice to my 
readers to give them in any other than that gentle* 
man's own words* 

*'In the year 1782^ I was a boarder in a school 
at the village of Brooke^ in Norfbllc, conducted by 
a Mr. Brigham. The Rev. Doctor Cooper, Sir 
Astley's father, was at that time living in the 
tnanor-house of Brooke^ and the late Sir Astley^ 
then Master Astley Cooper, lived at his Other's 
liouse. Th6 commencement of my knowledge with 
Master Astley Cooper was as follows: one after*- 
noon the bell to summon the »5holars to their 
duties had rung, and T, together with the rest, 
was hastening to the school-room^ when some boy 
snatched one of the scholar's hats from off his 
head, and threw it into one of the ^ meres,' or 
ponds of water, which are situate in the village, and 
by which we were passing. The boy, lamenting the 
loss of his hat, and fearing he should be punished 
for his absence from the school, was crying very 
bitterly, when there came to the spot a young 
gentleman, dressed, as was then the fashion of the 
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day, in a scarlet coat, a three-cocked hat, a glazed 
black collar or stock, nankeen small clothes, and 
white silk stockings — ^his hair hanging in ringlets 
down his back. He seeing the boy crying, and 
being informed of the canse of his sorrow, delibe* 
rately marched into the water, obtained the hat, 
and returned it to the unlucky owner. You. may 
imagine his appearance when he came from the 
pond, he having been immersed in mud and water 
much above his knees. This young gentleman was 
no other than Master Astley Cooper, who had just 
returned from a dancing school, held at the King's 
Head (an inn in the village) by some teacher from 
the neighbouring city of Norwich. I had some 
conversation with him at the time, and from that 
period he seemed to have taken a fancy to me, and 
selected me as a companion. We were both of us 
frolicksome, mischievous boys, and played many 
pranks together in the village. I was a great 
favourite with the usher of my school, and Master 
Astley frequently prevailed on him to let me accom- 
pany him for an evening's ramble." 

Mr. Sherrington next relates an adventure in 
which they were engaged against a tailor in the 
village, to whom Astley owed a slight grudge. In 
the detail, however, of the principal event, — an 
attack upon the poor man's windows,— there is 
nothing worthy of publication, nor characteristic of 
my uncle, excepting another proof of the natural 
kindness of his disposition, from his having subse- 
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quently, of his own accord, called on the tailor, and 
remunerated him for the fright and injury to which 
he had been subjected. 

Mr. Sherrington thus proceeds in his narration f 
--—"A very laughable occurrence afterwards took 

place betwixt Master Astley and a Mr. , who 

had an imbecile wife, and was, consequently, 
obliged to manage his domestic affairs himself. It 
came to the ears of Master Astley that this gen- 
tleman was much inclined to take unbecoming 
liberties with his maid servants, and resolving to 
ascertain the truth of this report, on hearing that 

Mr. had a vacancy in his establishment for 

a maid servant, Master Astley took the resolution 
of disguising himself as one, and applying for 
the situation. For this purpose he borrowed a 
dress of one of the servants in the doctor's house, 
and, accoutred in her habiliments, proceeded, in the 
dusk of the evening, to Mr. 's house. Ar- 
rived, he was introduced to Mr. , who, pleased 

w ith the appearance of the supposed maid servant, 
engaged her for the vacant situation, and, indeed, 
was apparently so pleased vrith her^ that he accom- 
panied her part of the way home, holding a conver- 
sation till they arrived at a stile where they were to 
part. Previously to this taking place, however, 

Mr. endeavoured to impress a kiss on the lips 

of his supposed fair companion, when Master Astley 
suddenly discovered himself, and said, 'Now, Mr. 

, I have often heard you were fqnd of the 

maids, but I am Astley Cooper;' and then bidding 
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him good night, said, ' I shall say nothing about it 
to the doctor."* 

This is the latest of the adventures of Astley 
Oooper, at his native village, recorded by Mr, Sher- 
rington, and appears to have occurred about the 
time when Dr. Cooper was presented with the living 
of Great Yarmouth, and therefore not long previous 
to the departure of Astley, together with the rest 
of his father's family, from Brooke. Before, how- 
ever, this event took place, though the particular 
period is not known, an incident occurred, no less 
remarkable in itself, than important in its result to 
the principal agent in the transaction — ^Astley 
Cooper. It is one of those unaccountable occur- 
rences in which an individual, by a single action, 
seems to display an intuitive knowledge of a prin- 
ciple which it has taken others, in the progress of 
science, years to arrive at; and, in this instance, 
seems to justify the application to the surgeon — 
of the observation usually applied only to the poet 
— -"Nascitur, non fit." The circumstance we are 
about to mention is, at first sight, but little remark- 
able; but assumes considerable interest, when we 
reflect on the train of reasoning which must have, 
although perhaps insensibly, passed through the mind 
of Astley Cooper, before he could possibly have 
arrived at the conclusion on which he acted. The 
occasion to which these remarks relate was the fol- 
lowing: — 

We have already mentioned the circumstance 
of Astley Cooper's being nursed by a foster-mother, 
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Mx^ Love, A son of this penK»n, somewhat oldei^ 
thim Astley Cooper, had bee» ordered by his father 
to convey some coals to the house of Mr, Oastell, 
the yicw> and while on t]be road, hy some aooident 
the poor lad fell down in front of the cart, one 
wheel of which, before he could recover himself, 
pas@ed over his thigh, and, among other iiyuries, 
doused the laceration of its principal artery. The 
nnfortunate boy, paralyzed by the shock of the 
accident, and sinking under the loss of blood,— the 
flow of which was attempted to be stopped by the 
pressure of handkerchiefs applied to the part only, 
—was carried, almost exhausted, to his home, where, 
Astley Cooper having heard of the accident which 
had befallen bis foster-brother, almost immediately 
afterwards arrived. The bleeding was continuing, 
or, probably having for a time ceased, had broken 
put ftfresh. All was alarm and confusion,— when 
the young Astley, in the midst of the distressing 
scene, alone capable of deliberating, and perceiving 
the necessity of instantly preventing further loss of 
blood, had the presence of mind to encircle the limb 
with his pocket handkerchief above the wound, and 
afterwards to bind it round so tightly, that it acted 
as a ligature upon the wounded vessel, and stopped 
the bleeding- To these means his foster-brother 
owed a prolongation of life until the arrival of the 
QUigeon who had been sent for from Loddon. 

The courage which this transaction exhibits is 
altogether different from that displayed by Astley. 
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Cooper in the adventures already related; for, ban- 
ishing the disgust which so generally, and almost, 
it would seem, naturally fills the mind at the sight 
of blood flowing from a large wound, — ^unterrified by 
the attendant circumstances of horror or the dis- 
tress of those who surrounded his dying foster- 
brother, — ^he did at once precisely that which science 
would have taught the most expert surgeon to have 
done, had he been present. It might be supposed 
that he had at some time overheard, or had had 
explained to him, the proper method of acting in case 
of a calamity such as that above described. But 
this is on every account highly improbable, and 
indeed, if by chance the suggestion were proved to 
be correct, the decision of character which the 
prompt application of the remedy exhibited, would 
be rarely met with among boys of his age, and the 
fact, therefore, indicates as high a quality of mind as 
that of the inventive power which could first project 
the fit mechanical means employed. 

It is strange that the first application of Astley's 
intrepidity to a surgical purpose should have been 
directed towards an individual to whom he must 
naturally have felt himself bound by ties, little less 
endearing, than those of consanguinity. The blood 
which he stanched had received its early sustenance 
from the same breast which had nourished his own. 
If only on this account the event would have created 
a strong feeling in his mind: but it must have been 
rendered far more impressive, from the relief 
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INCLINATION TO SURGERY. 67 

afforded by his benevolent exertions to the dis- 
tressed mother, in whose affections he himself stood 
second only to the sufferer. 

Sir Astley Cooper, in after life, used to relate 
that this accident, which he always regarded as a 
remarkable event in his own history, first bent his 
thoughts towards the profession of surgery; and it is 
not difficult to imagine, that such an influence would 
be exerted on his mind, both by the gratitude of 
the friends of the poor boy, who witnessed his con- 
duct on the occasion, and the flattering applauses of 
his own friends, to whom the circumstance might 
be related. In addition, the gratification of his 
own warm heart at having thus been made the 
means of prolonging the life of a fellow-creature, 
and his anticipations of similar delight in a profession 
where such sources of pleasure would be probably 
of frequent occurrence, would tend to make its 
pursuit an object of his ambition. The success of 
his uncle, Mr. William Cooper, of London, toge- 
ther with his own previous inattention to study, 
and, perhaps, positive dislike to a college life and 
literary pursuits, without doubt had also considerable 
weight with him in this consideration. Although 
the taste for surgical pursuits was thus excited, he 
had as yet by no means fixed upon his future course 
in life, nor was it until other circumstances, which 
we shall have to mention in the following chapter, 
had occurred, that he determined to devote his 
fiiture life and enegies to that science, in following 
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which he afterwards acquired so muoh renown, and 
over which he shed so bright a lustre. 

We have already mentioned that, in the year 
1781, Dr. Oooper was presented with the vicarage 
of Great Yarmouth, to which town he and his 
family, leaving the manor«house at Brooke, imme- 
diately repaired. The sketches which we have 
already given of Astley Cooper's habits and dis* 
position, during his residence at his native village, 
and the incidents we have recounted, sufficiently 
offer to the reader an insist into his character at 
that period; and we now, therefore, take leave of 
^^ Master Astley," until he has become settled in 
his father's new domicile, the parsonage-house at 
Yarmouth. 
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CHAPTER III. 

The Village of Brooke in Norfolk. The Manor-Bousb 
IN vraioa Sir Astlby Cooper wa«i born. Sir Astley 
Ooqfer'si attachment to it in after life. Hia Rkcql- 
lections of his Native Village, and Reflections on 

ITS PRESENT ALTERED CONDITION. My LATE ViSIT TO 

Norfolk. Appearance of Brooke at the present 
TIME. Remains of tbb old Brooke Hall. Tub Brooke 
Oak. The CayRCH and its Associations. Monument 
TO ONE OP Sir Astley Cooper's Sisters, 

I CANNOT leave the village of Brooke, of which 
I have already had bo frequently to speak, and 
around which, to the friends and admirers of Astley 
Cooper, in future will exist so many interesting 
associations, without giving some slight description 
of it, as well as of its old manoy-house. The latter, 
although no longer in existence as the witness 
of the early days of Astley Cooper, lives iu my 
recollections with a feeling akin to reverence; and, 
I am assured, that this feeling will be found, in 
some degree, to exist in all those who regard the 
memory of the illustrious subject of these Memoirs 
with the admiration due to his eminent services and 
estimable character. 

The village of Brooke, distant about three miles 
from SJiotisham and seven from Norwich, is one of 
the prettiest and most retired villages in the county 
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of Norfolk, but is now very different in character j 
from what it was in the early days of Astley Cooper. 
The manor-house, in which he was bom, was an old 
building with a spacious hall, and with its outhouses, 
gardens, and orchards occupied a considerable plot 
of ground. When Dr. Cooper first went to it in the | 
year 1767, the house and the estate on which it was 
situated belonged to Mr. Warde, whose heiress 
married Lord Roseberry ; and this nobleman it was 
who afterwards sold it to the family of the | 
Holmes's, its present possessors. They have since 
pulled down the old mansion, and in its stead 
erected the present modem edifice. This circum- 
stance, when it occurred, caused no little concern 
to Sir Astley Cooper, who had conceived for the 
old house an almost romantic affection, — so that, 
on hearing of its impending fate, he took pains 
to procure a sketch of it. Indeed, there was no 
trait of the character of Sir Astley Cooper more | 
prominently conspicuous, perhaps, than his strong ' 
attachment to places, whether remarkable on ac- 
count of their association with himself, or with those 
others whom he loved, or whose memory he 
honoured. With this feeling ever predominant, — 
even when arrived at the zenith of his professional 
fame, — ^he always contemplated and spoke of the 
place of his birth, and the scenes of his childhood, 
with a sort of filial regard, and delighted to indulge 
the hope of once more revisiting them. But the 
cares and numerous engagements which his eminent 
position and extensive practice brought upon him, 
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and the attention which he bestowed on his own 
contiguous estate at Hemel Hempstead, prevented 
the fulfilment of this desire until a few years before 
his decease: when, with a realization of delight 
perhaps far within the amount which he had antici- 
pated, the object of his longing was at last attained, 
and he again stodd amidst those scenes, the memory 
of which he had so fondly cherished. The notes 
which he made on this occasion, — rough and hur- 
riedly written down as they are, — ^are full of tender 
recollection and the warmest feeling, and we do not 
hesitate to insert them here ; for while they serve 
to illustrate the feature in Sir Astley Cooper's 
character, to which we have just alluded, they at the 
same time present to the reader a more graphic 
description, perhaps, of the village of Brooke as it 
appeared some sixty years since, than any ampler 
account which we could obtain from other sources. 

Having given his orders at the village inn, the ^ 
landlord of which still shows with pride the humble 
room in which he dined. Sir Astley writes, " I walked 
down the village, along an enclosed road, dull and 
shadowed by plantations on either side; instead of 
those commons and open spaces, ornamented here 
and there by clean cottages. The little mere^ was 
so much smaller than in my imagination, that I 
could hardly believe my eyes: — ^the great mere 
was half empty, and dwindled also to a paltry pond. 
On my right were the plantations of Mr. Ketts, 
overshading the road, and for which numerous 

* A common term in Norfolk for an isolated pi^ce of water. 

Digitized by LjOOQ iC 



62 LIFE OF SIB ASTLEY COOPER. 

cottages had been sacrificed ; on my left, — cottages 
enclosed in gardens. Still proceeding to the scenes 
of my early years, on the right was a lodge leading 
to Mr. Holmes's new honse, and water with a boat 
on it ; — -a fine mansion, but overlooking the lands of 
Mr. Ketts* I then walked on to the yicar's, Mr. 
Castell, but he was out. I looked for the church 
mere, and it was filled up, planted^ and converted 
into a garden. I looked for the old Brooke Hall, 
the place of my nativity and the seat of the happi- 
ness of my early years — for the road which led to it 
and its forecourt — its flower gardens and kitchen 
gardens — its stable-yard and coach-houses — and all 
were gone. The very place where they once were 
is forgotten. Here we had our boat, our swimming, 
our shooting — excellent partridge- shooting -^ in 
Brooke-wood tolerable pheasant-shooting- — wood- 
cocks — in Seething Fen abundance of snipes — d 
good neighbourhood, seven miles from Norwich, 
almost another London, where my grandfather lived; 
we knew everybody, kept a carriage and chaise, saw 
much company, and were almost allowed to do as 
we liked ; but the blank of all these gratifications 
now only remains. 

" The once beautiful village is swallowed up by 
two parks — cottages cut down to make land for 
them — commons enx?losed, &:c.*" 

* On the page of his note-book opposite to that oli \vhich the 
above is written, Sir Astiey Cooper has penned a rude but inte- 
resting diagram of the village as it was at the period of his 
childhood, and parallel with this, another of the village as he 
thm found it» in a«d. 1836. 
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These reminiscences, called forth when standing 
before the place of his birth^-the spot where all 
liis earliest recollections centered — ^present a truly 
touching picture, and forcibly recall the similar 
reflections, femiliar to every reader, of Dr. Oold- 
smith on his own once smiling Auburn. If Sir 
Astley did not repeat the following lines, which are 
but slightly altered from the original, it is suffi- 
ciently evident that his feelings were to the full in 
keeping with those of which they are expressive :— * 

Sweet village ! parent of tlie blissful hour ; 

Here, as with solitary step I stray^ 
Along thy cheerless, once familiar way, 
And, many years elapsed, return to view 
Where once the cottage stood, the hawthorn grew ; 
Herei ad with doubtful, pensive step I raage, 
Trace every scene, and wonder at the change, " 
Remembrance wakes with all her busy train. 
Swells at my breast, and turns the past to pain; 

Indeed, it seems not a little probable that these 
very lines did pass through the mind of Sir Astley 
Cooper, when he made the remarks above quoted ; 
for subsequently, when reflecting on the probable 
cause of these changes, " the immense capital pro- 
duced by commerce, enabling individuals to purchase 
land, &c,,'' he quotes from the same poem a portion 
of the paragraph commencing with the well-known 
lines, — 

111 fares the land, to hastening ills a prey, 
"Where wealth accumulates, and men decay,— &c. 

This feeling of regret at the altered state of 
Brooke is not confined to Sir Astley Cooper, for I 
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have heard similar feelings expressed by those of its 
inhabitants who were acquainted with it in their 
childhood, and previously to its present altered con- 
dition. Thus, Mr. Castell the vicar has related to 
me that it had lost to him its original and most 
attractive features — ^the unenclosed green, the walnut 
trees, the school-room, &c. But to the visitor, 
imimpressed by any early associations, the changes 
which this still pleasing village has undergone, vrill 
probably appear highly beneficial. It is true, the 
open green is gone, and with it the advantages 
which a conmion usually affords to the poorer inha- 
bitants ; but instead, the cottages, all of the neatest 
description and in excellent repair, stand in the 
midst of well enclosed and cultivated gardens : the 
two meres, abundantly stocked with fish, are sur- 
rounded by trees of luxuriant growth, spreading 
chesnuts, willows dipping into the water beneath, 
and tall poplars ; and these again are separated from 
the high road, which, dividing, runs on either side, 
by neatly painted wooden palings ; while an air of 
quiet cheerfulness and order reigns over the whole 
place and gives it a charm which cannot fail to 
inspire a stranger with ideas of the comfort of its 
inhabitants. The present Brooke Hall is a hand- 
some stone structure, built by Wilkins in the 
modern style, surrounded by a good park and beau- 
tifully arranged gardens, and, from the spot where 
it is now placed, which is considerably higher than 
the site of the former manor-house, commands a 
pleasing and extensive view of gently undulating 
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and well-cultivated land, agreeably interspersed with 
wood and water. It has, however, the disadvantage 
noticed by Sir Astley, of overlooking the neighbour- 
ing estates of Mr. Kett, its own estates stretching 
out towards the village of Howe. In a late visit 
which I made to this village, in company with my 
friend Mr. Longmore, many vestiges of the old 
manor-house were pointed out to us by Mr. Castell 
the vicar, which will be long fondly cherished in 
the recollections of those who honour the memory 
of my beloved uncle. The site both of the house 
and the grounds which immediately surrounded 
it, is now chiefly occupied by the hot-houses, 
kitchen gardens, and orchards of the present 
Ha]l ; but a part of the outer wall and large gate- 
way, which opened into *the fore court,' remain 
but little altered. Within may be traced the double 
road leading up to the house, along which, the 
Doctor on a Sunday morning used to ride in his 
stately coach drawn by four black horses, the starting 
of which, as it rattled over the loose stones, Mr. 
Castell assured me, could be heard at Yelverton, 
where he used to preach, and was the signal for the 
bells to commence ringing to call the parishioners 
to service. The old pigeon-house remains unaltered, 
and near it a portion of the stables. At the back, 
on the way to the present mansion, stands an oak 
remarkable for its beauty and vigour, called, 'par 
excellence^ the Brooke Oak*, and reported to be 

"* In the Eastern Arboretum^ by James GniaoB, No. X., 
p. 241, may be seen an etching of this tree. In the description 
VOL. I. P 
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upwards of two centuries old. This tree, when Astley 
Cooper was a boy at Brooke, stood at the head of a 
large moat, and beneath the shade of its branches 
he was accustomed to undress, and thence to leap 
into the water at its foot. Here he learned to 
swim* The moat no longer remains; it is filled up 
apd planted. The church, which closely adjoins the 
gardens, is small and ancient, without aisles or 
transept; but having a tower and peal of bells* 
The interior is plain: its roof, which is composed of 
wood, is said to have been erected upwards of seven 
centuries since. Near to the old-fashioned porch, 
an ancient font, coyered with rudely-chiselled figures, 
long sipce mutilated by fanatic zeal, stands as it did 
when the unconscious subject of these Memoirs first 
received the name which he has since rendered so 
illustrious. Not one of the least interesting fea- 
tures of the place is the large family pew of my 
grandfather, placed immediately behind the screen, 
which formerly divided the chancel and nave, on 
one side of the pulpit, and between it and the altar; 
the corresponding pew on the opposite side having 
been appropriated to the servants. Here Astley 
first listened to the public tejiching of the word of 

occur tlie foUqwing remarks :— :" Are we, as lovers of trees^ in 
quest of fine oaks, where shall we find one more happily placed 
or of finer character than that which rises on the left hand side 
of the drive as ^ye approach the mansion ? (Brooke Hall.) It 
is an exceedingly fine tree, and, as our etching proves, a true 
oak. Its circumference of trunk, at one foot from the surface of 
the ground, is seventeen feet nine inches; its bole fifteen feet; 
and its extreme height sixty-five feet." 
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Ood, — the object of many a fervent prayer breathed 
by the doating mother at whose side he knelt, of 
sisterly and fraternal loye, and of general admiraii 
tion. From tl^is pew each Sunday, at the appointed 
time, he used to walk down the church with his 
elder brothers, and entering a little door, which still 
remains, ascended to the gallery above, and joining 
in the simple village choir, poured forth his youthftil 
voice in praise. These tokens of the past remain 
unchanged; but of those who then met together 
among them, two only survive?— one, the elder bro« 
ther of him who has given these relies so much 
interest; the other, my reveyend friend, the present 
pastor, who still dwells among the scenes of his 
boyhood. 

As Mr. Castell drew my attention to these 
things, the pew, the very pulpit from which my 
grand&ther had so often preached to his congrega« 
tion and large family beneath, a thousand pictures 
flitted before my fancy, while as many fbelings 
crowded in my breast, and painfully excited me; 
and at one time, under the influence of these emo- 
tions, I went into the pulpit. There, abstracting 
my thoughts, I endeavoured to take a retrospective 
vision of the familyt as when they formerly assem- 
bled in the pew beneath, and such is the powet of 
imagination, that I brought to my view Mrs. Cooper 
and her children all before me* Her mild counte- 
nance, which had hardly presented itself to my 
imagination for years, seemed now suddenly recalled 
to my memory, its image being retraced with an 

F 2 
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intensity of expression proportionate to that of my 
feelings. My knowledge of the character of my 
uncles gave me a rapid judgment of what I suppose, 
must have been their youthful expression. The 
dignified Bransby, the meek Lovick, the vivacious 
Astley, were all, as boys, before me; and the 
feeling became so strong from the pleasurable 
excitement of the delusion, that when I closed my 
eyes, I could hardly doubt the reality of their pre- 
sence. . The impression, however, was evanescent, 
and in the next minute the phantom had fled, and 
reality brought me back to think of the truth, of 
how repeatedly the grave had opened, and that 
those on whom my mind just now so powerfully 
dwelt, were all, save one, numbered with the dead. 
There is only one monument in the church, 
to the memory of any of Dr. Cooper's family: it is 
to Sir Astley's infant sister, Maria, who died when 
he himself was only four years old. The inscription 
is the following:— 

Sacred to the Memory 

of 

Anna Mauia, 

The infant daughter of 

The late Rev. Dr. Cooper, Minister of Yarmouth, 

And of Maria Susanna, his Wife, 

Who resided at Brooke Hall from a.d. 1767 to a.d. 1782. 

She died on the 7th of June, 1770, 

And was buried 

Under the North Wall of this Church. 

To Innocence 

No death can be untimely. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

ASTLEY COOPEII'S ARRIVAL AT YARMOUTH. HiS PROPENSITY 

FOB Adventure continues. His narrow escape in 
Yarmouth Church; in Yarmouth River. He soon 

BECOMES AN ObJECT OP GENERAL OBSERVATION IN THE 

Town. Devotes himself to Amusement. Anecdotes. 
Mr. Sherrington's account of Astley Cooper at this 
period. Astley Cooper's interruption of the Mar- 
riage Ceremony. Description of Bacon the Sexton 
OF Yarmouth at that time, and his "Wife. Astley 
confined to a room by his Father, Dr. Cooper's 
Prediction concerning iiim. Astley Cooper's Sensi- 
bility OF Disposition. Miss Wordsworth, Astley 
Cooper's Ride to Howe. His recollection in after 
life of this Visit. Mr. William Cooper's Visits 
TO Yarmouth, Astley Cooper's attention directed 
to the Misdical Profession. AVitnesses an Operation 
BY Dr. Donnee of Nqrwich, Influence of this upon 
HIM. Anxiety to visit the Metropolis. 

Astley Cooper was between twelve and thirteen 
years of age when he arrived at Yarmouth; 
in which town he remained for a j)eriod of 
about two years and a half, prior to his de- 
parture for London. He brought with him from 
Brooke all his propensity for mischief, and for 
some time, indeed, seems to have made use 
of the increased extent in size and population 
of his new place of residenoe^ merely as a means 
of indulging more easily arid on a larger scale 
in those levities-^the offspring of a buoyant heart 
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and thoughtless youth — ^which had already distin- 
guished him in the more limited sphere he had just 
relinquished. It is to be observed, however, that 
these irregularities were never strictly opposed to 
the interests of virtue and honesty, nor, indeed, 
ever exhibited anything but repugnance to those 
mean, though less serious faults which often in- 
trude into schoolboy sports and occupations: on 
the contrary, they are characterized by cheerfulness 
of temper, openness of character, sensibility of dis- 
positioQ, and ever quality of an ingenuous mind. 
It is a matter therefore of no surprise that he should 
at once have gained in Yarmouth, the same degree 
of esteem among his youthful companions bs he had 
before enjoyed at Brooke, or that conjoined with 
the traces of superior intellect, which he constantly 
exhibited, these qualities should have obtained for 
him an equally favourable reception among the 
elder visitants at his father's house. 

The spirit of daring which had always distin- 
guished him, seems to have increased to such an 
extent, that scarcely anything was able to divert 
him, which was not more or less accompanied with 
personal risk. This recklessness in regard to danger 
often led him into imminent peril. Soon after Dr. 
Cooper's arrival in Yarmouth, the church underwent 
certain repairs, and Astley having constant access 
to the building frotn his influencef with the sexton, 
used frequently to amuse himself by watching the 
progress of the improvements. Upon one occasion 
he ascended by a litdder to the ceiling of tho chaiieel, 
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(a height of seventy feet,) and with foolish temerity 
walked along one of the joists ; a position of danger, 
to which few, but the workmen who were accus- 
tomed to walk at such an elevation, would have 
dared voluntarily to expose themselves. While 
thus employed, his foot suddenly slipped, and he 
fell between the rafters of the ceiling. One of his 
legs, however, fortunately remained bent over the 
joist on which he had been walking, while the foot 
was caught beneath the next adjoining rafter, and by 
this entanglement alone he was preserved from instant 
destruction. He remained for some titne suspended 
with his head downwards, and it was not until after 
repeated and violent efforts, that he succeeded in 
jerking his body upwards, when by catching hold of 
the rafter he was enabled to recover his footing. 1 
believe from the manner in which Sir Astley used to 
refer to this adventurcj that he always re-experienced 
to a great degree the horror which filled his mind 
at seeing the distance between him and the floor 
of the chancel, when he was thus suspended from 
its ceiling. 

So narrow an escape would be likely to have 
made most boys less adventurous in future, but it 
seems that its influence on Astley was at any 
rate but evanescent, for in a very short time after- 
wards he exposed himself in a position scarcely 
less perilous. This, however, according to his usual 
good fortune, proved equally harmless. Being one 
day bent upon a nautical excursion he determined 
to put to sea in one of the frail barks peculiar to 
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the river Yare, known by the name of gun-boats. 
Tliese little vessels are very lightly put together, 
being constructed solely for the purpose of carrying 
a man, his gun and dog, over the shallows of Bray- 
don, in pursuit of the flights of wild fowl which at 
certain seasons haunt these shoals. When the 
boat is thus loaded, it only draws two or three 
inches of water: thus altogether, one would sup- 
pose, so evidently unfitted to encounter roughness 
of weather, as to preclude the probability of any 
reasonable person attempting to put to sea in one 
of them. Astley, however, seems to have con- 
sidered the pleasure enhanced by the novelty 
and risk of his excursion, and with a sail set, 
a large stone placed in the centre of the boat as 
ballast, and favoured by a strong ebb tide, he com- 
menced his voyage down the river. All went on 
very prosperously till he reached the bar, or that 
part where the meeting of the salt and fresh water 
occurs. A considerable agitation is thus produced ; 
the boat's head was immediately thrown up by the 
first wave, the stone came rolling down upon the 
adventurer's legs, for he was sitting at the bottom of 
his boat, there being no bench or seat in it ; it became 
half filled with water, and with the greatest diffi- 
culty Astley reached the shore. There he left his 
boat under the care of some beachmen, and then 
"walked quietly home, convinced at last that a gun- 
boat was not a vessel fitted for such an expedition. 

From incidents of this nature and his generally 
fearless and enterprising disposition, he soon acquired 
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the greatest influence over his new companions at 
Yarmouth, and at their head, he for a time appears 
to have devoted himself to every kind of amuse- 
ment within his reach, riding, boating, fishing, and 
not unfrequently, to sports of a less harmless 
character, such as breaking lamps and windows, 
ringing the church bells at all hours, disturbing 
the people by frequent alterations of the town 
clock, &c., so that if any mischief was committed, 
the whole population would at once attribute it to 
" Master Astley Cooper." Some of his pranks were 
of the most eccentric and amusing description, while 
others must have required a degree of cleverness 
and ingenuity in their execution, and a command 
over the expression of his features, such as boys at 
his period of life are not often found to possess. 
The following is one which he often related at his 
table, and which, as he described it, never failed 
to set his listeners into a roar of laughter, in which 
he himself always heartily joined. It has lately 
been corroborated to me by persons still living at 
Yarmouth. 

Having taken two pillows from his mother's bed, 
he carried them up to the spire of Yarmouth church, 
at a time when the wind was blowing from the 
north-east, and as soon as he had ascended as high 
as he could, he ripped them open, and shaking out 
their contents, dispersed them in the air. The 
feathers were carried away by the wind, and fell far 
and wide over the surface of the market-place, to 
the great astonishment of a large number of persons 
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assembled there. The timid looked upon . it as a 
phenomenon predictive of some calamity — ^the inqui- 
sitive formed a thousand conjectures — while some, 
curious in natural history, actually accounted for it, 
by a gale of wind in the north blowing wild fowl 
feathers from the island of St. Paul's. It was not 
long, however, before the difficulty was cleared up 
in the doctor's house^ where it at first gave rise to 
anything but those expressions of amusement which 
the explanation, when circulated through the town, 
is reported to have excited. I think my uncle 
used to say that some extraordinary account of the 
affair, before the secret was discovered, found its 
way into the Norwich papers. 

The following anecdote was first related to me 
by a carpenter at Yarmouth, of the name of Howe, 
who was long employed by Dr. Cooper ; and being 
struck with its singularity, I afterwards mentioned 
it to Sir Astley, who confirmed the account. 

Upon one occasion, while Astley was at Yar- 
mouth, it was determined to get rid of a large 
chest, which from its size was an inconvenience in 
the house, and Mr. Howe .the carpenter received 
orders to remove it. This appeared to Astley an 
excellent opportunity for one of his practical jokes. 
It was accordingly agreed between him and the ser- 
vants who were to show the men the chesty that he 
should get into it, and so be carried to the car- 
penter's, who lived on the other side of the market- 
place. This was no sooner settled, than it was 
necessary for him to get into his hiding-place, and 
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the next instant he was descending the stair-case, 
borne on the shoulders of two men, who at every 
step alluded, not without complaint, to the unex- 
pected weight of the old box. They, however, per- 
severed in their errand, and at last deposited their 
load at Mr. Howe's workshop, without having dis- 
covered the nature of its contents. Presently, its 
inhabitant, tired of his close position, but yet begin- 
ning to dread the penalty he would have to pay for 
his ride, havitig retnained for some minutes in 
rather a disagreeable state of suspense, plucked up 
resolution, and began somewhat slowly to i-aise the 
lid of the box. The amaaiement of the workmen 
at this movement, and the exclamation of surprise 
which followed it, caused him as rapidly to close it 
i^gain, but immediately afterwards growing des- 
perate, he again pushed it up and stepped out. At 
first he tried to cover the trick he had played on 
the men by laughter, and showed a disposition 
to make his retreat ; this, however, was at once cut 
off, by one of his own fatigued bearers, who was not 
in the best humour iiow that he comprehended the 
affair^and Master Astley was not allowed to escaj^e 
from the workshop until he had made a liberal 
compensation for his frolic. 

Mr. Sherrington, whoSe kindness I made use of 
in a formel* chapter^ when describihg certain adven- 
tures in which he was associated with Astley Cooper 
ftt Brooke, htis also furnished me with the particu- 
lars of some in connection with this period. Having 
been speaking in reference to the departure of Sir 



.Digitized 



by Google 



76 LIFE OF 8IE A8TLEY CX)OPEE. 

Astley from his native village, Mr. Sherrington 
proceeds: "I also left Brooke and was apprenticed 
to my father at Great Yarmouth, and though differ^ 
ently situated in life ]Mr. Astley did not forget his 
school companion. The doctor also took a fency 
to me, lent me books, and frequently in the presence 
of his family asked me questions on various subjects, 
and when pleased with the answer I gave him, used 
to pat me on the head, smile, and say, ' This is a 
Brooke boy.' Master Astley and I frequently 
went out as companions together, and he still con- 
tinued to amuse himself by various eccentric freaks. 
I remember one day, while the worthy doctor was 
marrying a couple in the chancel. Master Astley 
secreted himself in a turret close by the altar, and 
imitating his father's voice, repeated in a subdued 
tone the words of the marriage service as the cere- 
mony proceeded. The doctor's attention was several 
times attracted by this, and he remarked that he 
had never observed an echo in that place before. 
He went on, but was evidently much puzzled; 
while the clerk, who shrewdly guessed the cause 
but dared not inform the doctor of his suspicions, 
continued during the whole of the service in a state 
of the most disagreeable suspense, at one moment 
with difficulty suppressing his laughter, at the next, 
filled with alarm at the discovery .which seemed 
every instant more and more inevitable." 

The following anecdotes w^ere also furnished to me 
by the same gentleman:— The gravedigger and sexton 
of Yarmouth in the time of Dr. Cooper, familiarly 
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called Nat Bacon, was an odd eccentric man, as 
well in his appearance as character, and from his 
simplicity and love of drinking, became a frequent 
butt for the amusement of Astley and his compa- 
nions. Nat Bacon was short in stature, and dis- 
proportionably broad, his countenance, ridiculous 
enough from its set of small features pimpled and 
vermilioned by his frequent devotions to the bottle, 
was made still more ridiculous by a cast in one eye; 
while the irresistible drollery of his aspect was 
completed by his decorations derived from the 
doctor s liberality, who always used to bestow on 
him his old hats and wigs and other cast-off apparel, 
without much regard for their aptitude to his 
person. The better half of this individual was as 
much an oddity as himself, and was well known to 
take at least equal delight with her husband in 
ridding herself of care by indulging in that pleasing 
forgetfulness, which is usually consequent on liberal 
potations. Their tete-a-tete indulgences of this 
nature were not always, however, crowned with 
the happiest termination; but, on the other hand, 
too frequently led to little domestic altercations, in 
which, Bs his wife's temper when excited was not 
remarkable for its mildness, poor Nat seldom played 
other than an inferior part. Circumstances, how- 
ever, kindly provided him with a retreat from these 
afflictions, no less secure than strange; for, when- 
ever Mrs. Bacon became extremely unconscion- 
able, Nat would retire into the clock-case of the 
church, (willing to exchange the clatter of the 
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mapbinery and tbe occasional striking of the hours, 
for the more harsh infliction of the one, and the 
more personal applicaticm of the other inconvenience 
.at home,) and in this place, secure from interruption, 
contrived to enjoy that quiet which he in vain sought 
in the society of his spouse. Occasionally after 
a severe storm^ having provided himself with certain 
means of enjoyment, he would remain in his retreat 
for several hours; a protracted absence, which at 
first caused alarm, but on subsequent occasions 
merely excited the displeasure of the doctor for the 
neglect of his duty which was the consequence; 
and this, Nat's piteous recital of his domestic afflic- 
tions, his description of the temper and inebriety of 
his spouse, would without much difficulty soften 
or remove. Upon one occasion, when his wife had 
indulged with her usual freedom, Nat on his way 
to the clock-case met young Astley, and despond- 
ingly related to him a sad story of his spouse, and 
the disgraceful state in which he had just left her. 
While Nat was relating this, a thought struck 
Ai^tley, which he determined, as soon as it grew 
dark, to put into execution. Accordingly, having 
dressed himself in an old cassock of his father s, and 
otherwise disguised himself as well as he could 
to represent the form of his satanio majesty, he 
entered her cottage, and presented himself before 
her; when to his surprise the old kdy, instead 
of being dreadfully alarmed, in a few moments 
seemed to lose all fear, and nothing daunted, her 
potation having been jsomewhat stronger than ^* tip- 
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peny," perhaps not much weaker than "usquebae*,'* 
freely entered into conversation with him. He 
therefore told her that as she would be his 
property afker death, in this life she should never 
again know want nor care of any kind, but that 
everything she could desire he would provide for 
her. He then presented her with some money 
in token pf his good will, and leaving her to her 
cogitations, suddenly disappeared. It seems that 
after this interview she fell into a profound slumber, 
in which she remained until the bright sun falling 
on her through the casement roused and woke her. 
At first she thought only of headache, thirst, and 
other iaconvwiences with which she was too familiar, 
not to be abl^ easily to account for: then came a 
confused recolleetiou of what she in the first place 
thought ft dream, but which by degrees assumed 
the appearance of reality, until at last the evidence 
of the money in her possession, and the recollection 
of the remarks which accompanied it when presented 
to her, converted the whole affair into a serious 
matter of certainty, and she became very wretched. 
On h(3r husband's return she related to him the 
whple occurrence, and be, fully convinced of her 
lost condition, fell into a state of misery and doubt, 
in which they would probably have remained for 
some time, had no further notice been taken of it. 
But their alarm and sorrow was too deep and sincere 
to be allowed to be maintained for any length of 

* Wi' tippeny we fear nae evil; 
Wi' usquebae well face the Devil ! 
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time^ and Astley felt as much pleasure in relieying 
the poor folks from their wretchedness as he had 
previously in the trick by which it had been caused. 
At this period, too, he played a trick, wliich^ 
although in itself sufficiently harmless, nearly led to 
serious consequences from the effect it produced on 
the sensitive mind of his mother. Whilst out 
shooting near Yarmouth, he one day killed an owl — 
a bird familiarly known in Norfolk by the soubriquet 
of "Brother Billy.** Having arrived at home, he 
went up into his mother's room, vrith the bird con- 
cealed beneath his coat, and assuming a countenance 
full of fear and sorrow, called out, " Mother! mother! 
I've shot my brother Billy!" but the alarm and dis- 
tress instantly depicted on the distracted counten- 
ance of his parent, induced him as quickly as possible 
to pull the owl from under his coat. This at once 
exposed the truth and allayed the apprehension of 
his mother's mind, but the effects of the shock it 
had caused did not so immediately pass away. So 
thoughtless a joke his father determined should not 
go unpunished, and he therefore confined him, 
according to his usual mode of correction, in his 
own room. Astley, however, was but little disposed 
to remain passive in his imprisonment, and in the 
wantonness of his ever active disposition, amused 
himself by climbing up the chimney, and having at 
last reached the summit, endeavoured, by imitating 
the well-known tone of voice of a chimney-sweeper, 
and calling out as lustily as he could, "Sweep! 
sweep!" to attract the attention of the people below. 
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The doctor happened to be walking with a friend 
in his favourite walk, "the Church Trees," (which 
he used to regard as appertaining to the church 
and parsonage, as the Close does to a Cathedral,) 
when he heard this noise from the top of his house ; 
and looking upward there recognised his son. Turn- 
ing to his companion, Mr. Sherrington relates that 
the doctor said, "There is my boy Astley again; he 
is a sad rogue, but in spite of his roguery I have no 
doubt he will yet be a shining character:" a prophecy 
which, however highly he may have appreciated his 
son's natural talents, he perhaps little thought would 
ever be fulfilled to the extent that it has been. 

Such were some of the strange adventures, in 
which Astley Cooper at this time employed his idle 
hours. They often exhibit a spirit of enterprise 
and a fearlessness of consequences, seldom founds 
excepting among those, the duties of whose course 
of life naturally introduce and inure them to scenes 
of danger; but whatever may have led to this 
hardihood in Astley's character, it was neither 
want nor callousness of feeling, for never was a 
heart more susceptible of the tenderest emotions 
than his. His dread of giving pain to others, and 
his distress when inadvertently he had done so, 
together with the general amiability of his con- 
duct and temper, were so well known, that every 
one was anxious to assist him out of any difficulty 
in which he might be involved, and would en- 
deavour to screen him, if possible, from threatened 
punishment. The sensibility of his disposition, 
VOL. I. G 
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which throughout life continued to form one of the 
most distiuguishiug and loveable traits of his charac- 
ter, led him in his earliest years, even when delight* 
ing hi the rough and hazardous sports we have 
described, to appreciate the charms of female cha- 
racter and to court friendship in its society. The 
evident pleasure he took in contributing to the 
amusement of his sisters and their friends, the re« 
spect and attention he always, paid to them, together 
with his elegant form and handsome features, — ^not 
omitting the other qualities which had exercised so 
much influence oyer the companions of his own 
sex, — all combined to render him an especial 
favourite with the softer sex; and in their society 
he spent a considerable portion of his time at this 
period, frequently in the morning accompanying 
them in their walks, or driving them out in the 
vehicles common at that period, called " Yaimouth 
carts," and seldom being without some engagement 
for their parties in the evening. 

Before leaving Brooke, although then sp young, 
he had displayed the same fondness for the softer 
attractions of female friendship, and had formed 
an attachment to a young lady of his own age, a 
Miss Wordsworth, the daughter of a clergyman, 
whose residence was in the adjoining village of 
Howe, When at Yarmouth, notwithstanding the 
general attractions to which we have alluded, 
he still continued to feel a particular degree of 
sffection towards this young lady. In order to 
see her, he once rode on horseback to Howe, and 
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returned to Yannouth on the evening of the saihe 
day, altogether a distance of forty-eight miiecu 
Frequently when I have been travelling with my 
uncle, some circumstance Would suddenly recall to 
him the memory of this visit, and at the recollec- 
tion he never foiled to exhibit such an interest and* 
warmth of feeling as plainly showed the powerful 
impression left upon his mind by the interview. 
With a smile of amusement at the deception, he 
would describe to me how, with the full intention 
of taking this lengthened ride, he had borrowed the 
horse from his father, on pretence of visiting the 
camp then assembled at Hopton, a village About 
eight miles from Yannouth : how his unexpected 
arrival at the parsonage, evidently agreeable to the 
young lady, had seemed to produce no less une&tt«« 
ness than surprise on the part of the parent; so 
great, indeed, as to make him fear that he would 
not receive an invitiation to remain. Then thitf 
difficulty overcome, he would dwell on a walk in 
the garden which they took together, with the 
tenderest recollection; indeed, there was no scene 
or incident in his life I ever heard him speak o£ 
which appeared to interest him to the same extent. 
What it was that prevented this evidently mutual 
attachment from leading to their future union, 
their ages and position in life being so similar, I 
never heard; their youth, and the fact of their 
being at so early a period separated from each 
other, were probably the only circumstances which 
presented an obstacle to their apparently mutual 
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wishes. Daring my late visit to Norfolk, I went to 
this parsonage and there saw the very room, the 
only one which has not undergone alterations since 
that period, in which Miss Wordsworth and her 
father were sitting when young Astley made his 
appearance after his long ride. It was then used 
as the dining-room, and small as it is, the present 
incumhent, a relative of the late Mr. Wordsworth, 
informed me, that persons of the highest rank in 
the county, at that time, frequently met there and 
partook of his relation's hospitality; for Mr. Words- 
worth was distinguished for his powers of conver- 
sation, and held a high reputation for profound 
classical attainments, as well as solid worth of 
character. The garden is altered, but so graphic 
had been my uncle's account of the walk in which 
he had loitered with Miss Wordsworth on that 
day, that I fancied I could trace its position by 
the direction of a hedge which he used to speak 
of, and that I saw the very gate where he had 
taken his farewell, and mounted his horse to ride 
the twenty-four miles back to Yarmouth after this 
happy and romantic visit. 

But amid these youthful pleasures and frolics, 
there had been stirred up, and was now strong 
within him, a dissatisfaction with his present con- 
dition of life, accompanied by an ambitious thirst 
for useful employment and independence. I have 
already mentioned the accident to his foster-brothiBr, 
his behaviour on that occasion, and the powerful 
influence exercised on his mind by the circura- 
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stances of the event. These impressions, although 
allowed to remain dormant while he was actively 
engaged in the careless gaieties, arising from want 
of proper employment, were now awakened to in- 
creased vigour, by the conversation of his uncle, 
Mr. William Cooper, who occasionally paid a visit 
to his brother. Dr. Cooper, at the parsonage. 
This gentleman was at this time the Senior Sur- 
geon of Guy's Hospital, and in addition to being 
well versed in professional knowledge, was a 
lively, well-informed, and talented man, and in 
every respect calculated to captivate a lad of 
such buoyant spirits and active mind, as his young 
nephew possessed, Astley, indeed, was delighted 
with the conversation of his uncle ; who, in turn, 
appears to have been equally pleased with him, 
to have looked beyond the levities of his conduct, 
and to have detected an honourable disposition 
in his vigorous and active mind. The animated 
descriptions of London and its scenes, and the 
numerous anecdotes which his uncle, who mixed 
much in society, would narrate, in the presence of 
his young nephew, led him earnestly to bend his 
thoughts towards the metropolis, and determined 
his selection of that profession, which, from his 
uncle's position and influence, offered him above all 
others an advantageous opening. 

Still, however, there can be but little doubt, 
that much of this anxiety to visit London was attri- 
butable rather to his taste for pleasure and excite- 
ment, than to any wish for industrious employment. 
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For when he had finally determined on becoming 
his uncle's pupil, (which was not, Sir Astley used 
to say, until after witnessing an operation for the 
extraction of stone, by Dr. Donnee, of Norwich,) 
there was no evidence of his making any special 
resolution of devotion to his adopted science, or 
exhibiting any unusual desire for achieving great- 
ness of name in its pursuit. 
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CHAPTER V. 

ASTLEY COOPEB IS ARTICLED AS PuPIL TO HIS XTnCLB, Mr. 

William Cooper, of London. Arrangements made for 
' HIS entering Mr. Cline s Family. Peculiar Adtan- 
taoes of this arrangement. astlet cooper lea yes 
Home. The anxiety of his Friends concerning him. 
Description of his Personal Appearance at this 
period. Amount of his Information. His Disposition. 
Remarks on his previous Education. Mr. Cline*s 
admiration of john hunter. his intimacy with 

HORNE TOOKB, ThELWALL, AND OTHERS OF THE DEMO- 
CRATIC Party. Influence of the example of these 
Persons, in religious matters, on Astley Cooper. 
Brief Professional History of Mr. Cline. Sir 
Astlby's account of Mr. Cline's Character. 

Astley appears to have succeeded without auy 
difficulty in obtaining his father's approbation of 
his views towards the medical profession, and it 
was shortly afterwards arranged that Mr, William 
Cooper, his uncle, should receive him as an articled 
pupiL It being, however, inconvenient to Mr, 
Cooper to admit his nephew into his own house, 
it was determined that he should procure for him, if 
possible, a residence in that of the eminent Mr. 
Cline, one of the surgeons of St, Thomas's Hospital^ 
who was in the habit of taking a few pupils to board 
with him. The friendship which existed between 
Mr. William Cooper and Mr, Cline readily removed 
all diflSiculties as to the reception of Astley into the 
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family of the latter, and the arrangement was 
carried into eflFect. 

Thiis plan in every respect was most propitious to 
the future professional prospects of the young aspi- 
rant, for although Mr. William Cooper was warmly 
attached to the interests of his nephew, and had a 
high opinion of his abilities and good qualities, yet 
he possessed a certain roughness of demeanour, and 
unusually strict notions of discipline, which would 
have ill accorded with the fiery and ungovernable 
spirit of young Astley. Subsequent events proved 
that their residing under the same roof would have 
been a source of annoyance and irritation to both 
parties. On the other hand, the society of Mr. 
Cline, a most interesting and instructive companion, 
as well as one of the best, if not the best, operative 
surgeon of the day, was calculated to be no less 
agreeable than useful to Astley Cooper. There can 
be no doubt that the greatest benefit accrued to 
Astley from the connection with Mr. Cline, and that 
much of the eminence which he afterwards attained 
in his profession, is to be attributed to this circum- 
stance: for, judging from his character at this period, 
it is not improbable, that had his early professional 
life been consigned to the supervising influence of 
any one less gifted, or of a less winning and forbear- 
ing temper, he would never have been induced to 
prosecute his studies with that assiduity and zeal 
for which he was so conspicuous during the greater 
part of his pupilage. 

The arrangements we have described, were 
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scarcely completed, when it became necessary for 
Astley to prepare for his journey, for his uncle, Mr. 
William Cooper, who had been paying his annual 
visit to the parsonage, being about to leave Yarmouth 
fer London, it was determined that Astley should 
accompany him. His departure from home, which 
occurred in the latter part of August, 1784, as his 
character and disposition might lead us to expect, 
was attended by every demonstration of affectionate 
anxiety on the part of his relations and friends. 
His own feelings on the occasion were of the most 
bitter description, for the kindly characters of those 
who had formed his father's household, their deep 
interest in him, and his own loving disposition, 
joined with, perhaps, a somewhat regretful recollecr 
tion of his previous career, all contributed to afflict 
him with a sorrow, probably more poignant than is 
usual on such occasions. But yet, a short time 
after he had left his home, the excess of his grief 
was diminished, lost at intervals in the excitement 
of his sanguine anticipations, or forgotten in the 
novel attractions by which he was surrounded. Not 
so readily, however, was the anxiety of those he left 
behind dispelled, for they, well acquainted with his 
proneness to excitement, and the many dangers 
to which he must necessarily be exposed, magnified 
as they no doubt were by their fears, looked forward 
to his future career with hopefiil but trembling 
anticipation. The character of Astley was peculiarly 
calculated to excite these feelings, for while his 
mind exhibited all the requisites for achieving great- 
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ness, and by its energy and perseTerance sufficiently 
proved that in whatever pursuit engaged, whether 
beneficial or injurious to himself, he would not 
willingly be left behind by any competitor : yet 
from his previous unsettled habits, and want of 
attention to the more important duties of life, the 
bias which might be given to it by his first in* 
structors and associates was altogether indeterminate 
and doubtful. 

His manners and appearance at this period were 
winning and agreeable. Although only sixteen 
years of age, his figure^ which had advanced to 
nearly its full stature, was no less distinguished 
for the elegance of its proportions, than its healthy 
manliness of character; his handsome and expres- 
sive countenance was illumined by the generous 
disposition and active mind, equally characteristic of 
him then as in after life ; his conversation was Imsk 
and animated, his voice and manner of address in 
the highest degree pleasing and gentlemanly: while 
a soft and graceftil ease, attendant on every action, 
rendered his society no less agreeable than his 
appearance prepossessing. 

Though his intellectual feculties were by nature 
unusually vigorous, the amount of knowledge which 
he had acquired could not be said to be propor- 
tionate, either to the more obvious and engaging 
accomplishments of his exterior, or the peculiar 
opportunities afforded him under his fiither's roo£ 
The deficiency, howeva, in his general acquirements^ 
was by^no means «o great .as a review of his fono^ 
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Kfe might lead us to anticipate; for although he 
had not directed much attention to grave and 
serious studies, nor exhibited any early habits of 
thought and reflection, yet there is no doubt that, 
from the lighter literature of the day in which his 
love of amusement led him to seek for gratification, 
his judgment had enabled him insensibly to extract 
much instruction. The conversation of his father, 
and unusually accomplished mother, with that of 
their friends*, must have famished him with a store 
of information on various subjects, which, although 
lit the time, perhaps, he did not duly value, his 
retentive memory would nevertheless enable him 
afterwards to convert to a usefal purpose. Still it 
must be admitted, that whatever was the extent 

* Among these were Lprll Boseberry, Lord Chedworth, who 
visited him annually. Dr. Aikin, Dr. Parr, Mr. Canning, and 
many oih^ well-known literary and political characters. Mr. 
Canning, from the following remark by the Rev. Thomas 
Crompton, (Op. Lit., p. 280,) appears to have been, at an early 
period of his career, a visitor at the house of Dr. Cooper. "It 
was once my good fortune to meet this truly great man at a 
large dinner party at Dr. Cooper's, where he was present with 
his uncle, Mr. Leigh. Lord Chedworth was ako there. Mr. 
Canning had not then commenced his political career ; but had 
abeady achieved so high a literary fame, that we were all 
-greedy *tQ swallow his discourse:* when unfortunately the 
discipline of a Hundred-house of Industry was a subject casually 
started, and from this attractive scent it was found impossible 
to call off some of our company. Enough, however, was heard 
from Mr. Canning to induce Lord Chedworth to declare, when 
the party broke up, with more than his ordinary enthusiasm, 
4ha^ * Canning was a wonderful young man.* " 
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of information he had derived from these sources, it 
was without order, a mass of materials undigested 
and confused, and acquired in such a manner, as 
had but little tended to prepare his mind for that 
close application and those severer studies to which 
it was soon to be subjected. Some, perhaps, may be 
inclined to think that his prospects at this period 
would have been more bright, had a greater degree 
of restraint been laid on his actions, or more strict- 
ness exercised towards him in earlier youth; but I am 
disposed to believe, from a reconsideration of his dis- 
position, that the course pursued was the most favour- 
able for his advancement, as he was one on whom 
kindness was more likely to prove beneficial than the 
exercise of severity. His temperament, which, unlike 
the meekness and docility of some of his brothers, was 
passionate and daring, naturally led him to the pursuit 
of pleasure, or to exploits involving personal risk and 
hazard. Had this disposition been curbed, had his 
thoughtlessness and repugnance to study, not met 
with forbearance, or his foibles with indulgence, 
there can be but little doubt that he would have 
been urged, either into open defiance of all control, 
or into habits of sulky discontent : and thus those 
energies, which when once directed into a proper 
channel became so eminently and efliciently service- 
able, might have been cramped at the first onset. 
Sir Astley Cooper, in one of his books of memoranda 
reverting to this period, regrets the liberty he was 
permitted to enjoy, and the loss of the advantages 
that would have been opened to him had he been 
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sent to one of the great public grammar-scliools. 
But no one can study his early character, who is at 
the same time aware of the constitution of these 
schools, and in them how much depends on the 
industry of the boy himself, and not feel assured 
that a very similar if not a worse result would have 
followed, had such a system of education been 
adopted with him. Who can suppose, that, in the 
"scramble for the amount of knowledge thrown 
among the boys by their preceptors," the peculiar 
genius of Astley Cooper would have led him to 
seek for distinction, in being the most zealous and 
inde&tigable gatherer? Though all who knew him 
might at first sight regret that he was not more 
versed in literature, they must still be convinced, 
on calling to recollection the peculiarity of his mind, 
that it was ill fitted to be limited by the common 
routine of scholastic discipline, but required to be 
left to its own mode of seeking that information 
to which his capacity was best adapted. 

Thus, then, in possession of all the external 
means of exciting admiration in society, with a dis- 
position whose aversion to labour had not been 
changed by the new prospects opening before him, 
but whose fondness for excitement remained un- 
diminished, it is not a matter of wonder that in this 
his first visit to the metropolis, forebodings of evil, 
and fears of an unprosperous career, should have 
intruded into the thoughts, and disturbed the quiet 
of those most interested in his welfare. 

In speaking of the circumstances which attended 
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the commencement of Astley Cooper's profesBional 
career, I have alreadj mentioned some of the ad- 
vantages peculiar to his residence with Mr. Cline* 
But I did not then allude to one important feature 
in this connexion— the high admiration entertained 
by Mr. Cline for John Hunter, and bis strong and 
openly expressed conyiction of the truth of his 
doctrines. Mr. Cline was one of the few who at 
the earliest period appreciated the views of that 
philosopher, and in the Hunterian oration which 
he delivered in 1824, sufficiently exhibited the 
estimation in which he theil held them. When 
only twenty-four years of age, Mr. Cline attended 
a course of Hunter's lectures on surgery, and thus, 
in his oration,, alludes to this circumstance :~- 

^'I had the happiness of hearing the first course 
of lectures which John Hunter delivered. I had 
been at that time for some years in the profession, 
and was tolerably well acquainted with the opini^ms 
held by the surgeons most distinguished for their 
talents, then residing in the metropolis: but having 
heard Mr. Hunter's lectures on the subject of 
disease, I found them so far superior to everything 
I had conceived or heard before, that there seemed 
no comparison between the great mind of the 
man who delivered them, and all the individuals, 
whether ancient or modem, who had gone before 
him/' 

Had Mr. Cline not regarded John Hunter's phi- 
losophy with these favourable impressions, the in* 
fluence which from their relative positions he neces- 
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sarily exerted on the mind of Astley Cooper, in 
the younger days of his pupilage, might have been 
a source of the most serious professional disad- 
vantage to him. 

It is to be lamented, however, that the benefits 
arising from Astley's intimacy with Mr- Cline were 
altogether limited to his professional prospects, for 
there was, unfortunately, one danger, to M'hich this 
otherwise most desirable connection exposed him^ 
and which exerted so baneful an influence on his 
mind, that it at one time threatened not only to 
counterbalance the advantages which I have de- 
scribed, but even to blast all his future success in 
life. This was the prevalence of principles in the 
mind of Mr. Cline, which brought him, not only into 
constant communication, but into the closest inti- 
macy with such men as Home Tooke, Thelwall^ 
and, indeed, with ail the chief of those who, glory- 
ing in the rise of the democratic spirit which at 
that time was spreading itself over Europe, were 
not only watching with interest the progress of 
the French Revolution, but Were anticipating 
similar events with unconcealed anxiety of expect^ 
atfon in our own country. Nothing could have 
been more probable than that a young man of 
ardent and ssinguine temper, like Astley Cooper, 
should l>e captivated by Br set of opinions at 
variance with those of the stricter aristocratic 
school in which he had been educated; possessing 
to him, all the charms of novelty, freedom firom 
restraint, and ostensibly havii^ for their object a 
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state of social perfection which he had not then 
experience enough to determine to be altogether 
Utopian. 

But fiEu* more to be lamented even than the 
above, was the influence of such men with respect 
to the sacred subject of religion, the principles 
and practice of which, it is notorious, were, if 
not ridiculed, at least disregarded by all the demo« 
erats of that period. From certain passages in his 
mother's letters, as well as from other sources, I have 
reason to believe that the effect of this influence 
was for a time no less conspicuous in his convefta- 
tion, than the change in his political sentiments 
which we have already described. ** Remember, my 
dear child,'* says Mrs. Cooper to him, after one of 
his visits to Yarmouth, " wherever you go, and what- 
ever you do, that the happiness of your parents 
depends on the principles and conduct of their chil- 
dren. Remember, also, I entreat, and may your 
conversation be influenced by the remembrance, that 
there are subjects which ought always to be con- 
sidered as sacred, and on no account to be treated 
with levity." 

The friendship of Mr. Cline for Mr. Home Tooke^ 
and his estimation of his character and opinions, led 
him not only constantly to give him his professional 
services during life, which he did both when Mr. 
Tooke was confined in the Tower, and during his 
last illness, but even after Mr. Tooke's decease, 
induced him publicly to testify the feelings he had 
held towards him. For many years, an anniversary 
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dinner, a custom which is still maintained, was 
given by Mr. Cline to the friends and supporters of 
Mr- Tooke, at his house in Lincoln's Inn Fields, to 
commemorate the celebrated acquittal of that in*- 
dividuaL 

It cannot fail to be interesting to our readers to 
have some more minute account of the history of 
the distinguished surgeon with whom Sir Astley was 
about to reside, at that period one of the most 
scientific men of his day, and whose memory, living 
in the recollection of a few surviving friends and 
pupils, has for some time been all that has remained 
of him; for, like some other eminent surgeons 
whose names only are now remembered, he has not 
attempted to raise for himself a monument, which 
had he chosen he might readily have done, by leaving 
behind him a record of his opinions or the results of 
his long experience. 

Mr. Cline was born a.d. 1750, and after having 
completed his school education at Merchant Tay- 
lors', he became an articled pupil to Mr. Smith, 
one of the surgeons of St. Thomas's hospital, in 
the year 1767. Mr. Else, then likewise a surgeon 
at the hospital, and also lecturer on anatomy, took 
early notice of Mr. Cline; saw a promise of that 
ability which secured to him the fame h^ afterwards 
so deservedly acquired, and appointed him to give 
part of the lectures with him. On the death of Mr. 
Else, Mr. Cline purchased his collection of prepara- 
tions from the executors, and became sole lecturer 
on anatomy. 

VOL. I. H 
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The following eoncise pumiQftfy will perliAps 
afford to the r^mler ^ better idea of the cbaincter of 
Mr, Cllne than mj more elaborate apcount. It wUI 
UQt be tbe leis aoceptable, because it in the eorapo* 
Bition of one well skilled in the study of bomaa 
nfiture, and of aU others, iu the present instance, the 
most capable of the task, his distinguished pufal 
whose history wei are now attempting to elucidate. 
It occurs among ^QVlie slight sketches pf his con-* 
temporaries;— « 

" Mr* Cline was a man of excellent judgment, of 
great cavitiop, of accurate knowledge; particularly 
taciturn abroad, yet open, friendly, and very convert 
sationable at home* 

^^ In surgery, cool, safe, judicious, and cautiousi 
iq aniitomy, sulHeiently infoi-med for teaching and 
practice. He wanted industry and professional seal, 
liking other things better than the study or practice 
of his profession. 

^^ In polities a democrat^ living in friendship with 
Horoe Tooke*, 

* Mn Clime's name is meptioIl^d in the following fluttering 
inanner, in the second part of t%e Divernons ofPurle^:^^ 

" B, — ^What can you set up, in matter of language, ag^nst 
the decisive authority of such a writer as Horace? 
♦^Usus," 
" Qu3m penes iMfbitrii^pa est et jiw e| ponnn loquwdi,'' 

^^fforne Took0,^l do not think him any authority wh^tevei 
upon this occasion* He wrote divinely : and so Vestris danced. 
But do you think our dear and excellent friend, Mr. Cline, would 
not give us a more satisfactory account of the influence and action, 
the power and properties of the nerves and muscles by which ho 
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"In morals, thoroughly honest} ift reljgiop, a 
Dejst. 

" A good husband, son, m^ fother, 

*^A0 a friend, pincere, bpt no^ activPi as an 
enemy, most inveterate. 

" He was mild in his manners, gentle in his con- 
duct, humane in his disposition, but withal brave as 
a lion. 

" His temper was scarcely ever ruffled. 

** Towards the close of life he caught an ague, 
which lessened his powers of mind and body.*' 

In another place mentioning Mr. Cline, Sir 
Astley speaks of him " as a man of great judgment, 
a slow and cautious operator, a moderate anato- 
mist: politics and agriculture drew him from the 
contemplation of his profession, and thus aflForded 
me afterwards great opportunities for writing and 
practice.*' 

Such was the character of the preceptor in whose 
house Astley Cooper was for some time resident; 
and it is evident that in every respect as regarded his 
professional pursuits, no selection could have been 
more fortunate. But the absence of religious prin- 
ciples, and the tenor of his political creed, were so 
opposed to the habits of thought and conduct of 
Dr. and Mrs. Cooper, that they would have been 
sufficient, however large the amount of professional 

performed such wonders, tlian Vestris could? who, whilst he 
used them with such exceUence, did not, perhaps, know he had 
them. In this our inquiry, my dear Sir, we are not poets nor 
dancers, but anatomists." 

H 2 
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advantage attending the connexion, to have pre- 
vented their consent to such a residence for their 
son. We can therefore only conclude that thej 
were in ignorance of these circumstanoefi, or at least, 
as to Mr. Cline's feelings on religions matters. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

ASTLEY CoOPBIt^S AbBIYAL IN LoNDON. RbSIDBS WITH Mfit 

Cline. Mb. Fbancis Tubner, of Yarmouth. Astlbt 

COOPBB IN THE METROPOLIS. COMPARISON OF EtBNTS IN 

THE Personal Histories of John Hunter and Astlet 
Cooper. Anecdote of Astley Cooper. Astley Cooper 
ATTENDS Lectures. Is Elected a Member of the 
Physical Society, The Principal Speakers in the 
Society at this time. Astley Cooper's First Profes- 
sional Essay. He becomes desirous of being trans- 

FERRED AS ARTICLED PuPIL TO Mr. ClINE. Dr. RoOTs' 

Allusions to this Circumstance. Extracts from Sir 
Astley Cooper's Memoranda in reference to this 
Period. Is Transferred to Mr. Cline. Astley's In- 
STANT Change of Conduct. Termination of the Session^ 
AND THE Professional Advancement made by Astley 
Cooper. 

IifHEDiATELY on Astley Cooper's arrival in London, 
he took up his residence with Mr. Cline in Jefferies* 
Square, St. Mary Axe, in the same house in which 
he himself, some few years afterwards, began to 
practise. The delivery of lectures on Medicine and 
Surgery commenced then, as now, in the month of 
October. His coming to town some weeks prior to 
the opening of the session, was evidently arranged 
in order that he might have time to make himself 
acquainted with the routine of conduct at the hos- 
pitals before the business commenced, of the nature 
of which he was, in all probability, at this time 
entirely ignorant. It has been erroneously stated, 
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that prior to his departure from Yarmouth, he was 
initiated into the practice of pharmacy and general 
medicine at the house of Mr. Francis Turner, an 
apothecary of that town. The mistake has in all 
probability arisen from the circumstance of his 
having subsequently, when Visiting his father during 
the vacations at the hospital, sometimes engaged in 
pharmaceutical pursuits in the surgery of Mr. 
Turner, in order that he might not altogether lose 
sight of professional employments 

Having become domesticated in the house of 
Mr. Cline, notwithstanding the excellent example 
of that distinguished surgeon, he does not appear to 
have devoted himself to the acquisition of profes- 
sional knowledge with any greater degree of «eal 
thati he had previously bestowed on his literary 
studies, and, indeed, for a short time the fears 
of his friends which had accompanied him to Lon- 
don, appeared as if about to be realized. The 
same social qualities which had rendered his society 
so Agreeable in Yarmouth, at once opened the tvay 
to an intimacy with young meti of his own 
standing in Londotl; lind in their company he suf- 
fered himself to be led into those dissipations which 
the metropolis so readily aflterdedj and into which 
young men of his age and inexperience ate too iipt 
to be ensnared. 

Here then, to every one acquainted with the 
personal history of John Hunterj — the man who of 
all men has adorned the science of surgery,— must 
occur the singularly curious resemblance betwixt 
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the leading incidents in the lives of these two 
great luminaries of bur profession* Hunter's early 
dislike and neglect, so rarely exhibited in his 
country, of literary knowledge*; his early ambition 
showing itself, in the lead which he struggled for 
And gained, as " Jadk Hunter," among his young 
companion^ in their pastimes and pursuits; and 
lastly^ his dissipation on his first lirrival in Lon* 
don;— foftn features in his history strikingly similar 
to that of Astley Cooper; not to speak yet, of 
the Subsequent indeftitigable zeal displayed by each 
in anatomical and other pursuits; their similarity 
in relying on themselves^ neither of them studying 
the works of other surgical 6t medical writers; 
their temperate habits; and many other minor 
points, all of which tend to maintain the corre- 
spondence of their two characters. But at this early 
period bf their livei^ notwithstanding the similarity 
in outline which was eithibited in the career of 
elkch^ the ditferenee of disposition and fbelings which 
characterised them was suflficietttly manifest even 
in theif dissipation t—foi* the more refined taste 
of Astley Cooper ever pi*evented him from finding 
pleasure in that coarse species of enjoyment, in 
which, in company with the lowborn and illiterate^ 
John Hutttei- occasionally found delight. 

He still preserved his fondness fot adventure, 
and led on by this disposition^ would occasionally 

* It is recorded of John Hunter that, up to his seventeenth 
year, he passed his life without any improvement from educa-^ 
tion. 
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lauuch out into extravagances similar to those 
ivhich had formerly rendered him notorious in 
Yarmouth, although never to such an extent as 
to bring tbem into any public notice in London, 
Occasionally those within his own immediate sphere 
became the subjects of these tricks, and an account 
of some of them has been preserved. Among 
them, the following is one which I have heard Sir 
Astley mention: — One day, he had obtained the 
uniform of an officer, and in this disguise was 
walking about town, when, on going along Bond 
Street, he suddenly observed his uncle, Mr. William 
Cooper, advancing towards him. Not having time 
to avoid meeting, he, with the utmost pre- 
seuce of mind, determined to brave out the affair, 
should his uncle recognise him. Mr. Cooper, 
divided between the familiar countenance and 
strange dress, for a few moments could not decide 
in his mind whether it was his nephew or not ; but 
soon convinced that it was he, and this one of his 
pranks, he went up to him, and in an authoritative 
tone, commenced a soipewhat angry address about 
his idleness and waste of time. Astley, regarding 
him with feigned astonishment, and changing his 
voice, replied, that he must be making some mistake, 
for he did not undefistand to whom or what he was 
5tlluding. *^Why," said Mr. Cooper, **you don't 
mean to say that you are not my nephew, Astley 
Cooper?" "Really, sir^ I have not the pleasure of 

knowing any such person. My name is of 

the — th," replied the young scapegrace, naming, 
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with unflinching boldness, the regiment of which he 
wore the uniform. Mr. William Cooper apologized, 
although still unable to feel assured he was not 
being duped,, and bowing, passed on. 

Although, previous to the commencement of 
the lectures, Astley Cooper lost in the pursuit 
of pleasure those golden opportunities which his 
situation and the leisure time afforded him pro- 
fitably to prepare for the approaching season of 
study, yet, when once those lectures began, he had 
too much good sense, although still occsusionally 
indulging in frivolity, wholly to neglect the advan- 
tages they presented to him. But, his attention 
being thus distracted, he engaged in the study of 
his profession without any of that ardour and devo- 
tion, the absence of which, had it long continued, 
would have effectually prevented him achieving the 
celebrity which now honourably attaches to his 
name. 

At the commencement of the session, he was 
proposed by his uncle, and elected a member of the 
Physical Society, the oldest and one of the most 
valuable and instructive institutions of its kind at 
that time in the metropolis. The object of this 
society was, to promote the interests and progress 
of science, more especially in the departments of 
medicine and surgery, by papers on scientific subjects, 
which were written in turn by the members, and 
read at weekly meetings, and by . subsequent dis- 
cussion upon them, as well as by communications 
and questions regarding cases then under treatment 
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in the hospital and elsewhere. At this period, 
A.D. 1784, the more frequent speakers in the dis- 
cussions were Drs. Lettsom, Lister, Saunders, &c.; 
Messrs. Babingtoft, Walshmaft, Cline, Haighton, 
Brooks, Fostef, Stocker, and many othen^, nearly 
all of whom had taken, or subsequently took, a 
prominent position Iti the practice of their pro- 
fession. 

The entries in the books of the society, regard-^ 
Irig the election of Astley Cooper, are the fol- 
lowing t — 

October Snd, 1784. Dr. Saunders in ilie chair. Proposed 
as ordinary member, Mr. A. P. Cooper, dt Mr. Cliiie's, by Mf. 
Cooper. 

October 16th) 1784. Mr. Walshman in the ohain Mr. A. 
Cooper introduced as ordinary member. 

At this period the rules of the society, which 
were very numerous^ and extended over every part of 
its economy, were enforced with the utmost rigour, 
and aiiy deviation on the part of a ineinber was 
visited by the imposition of a finef, the amount of 
which varied accoi'ding to the transgression. The 
trivial nature of ^ome of these finable offences 
will be exhibited in the following amusing entry, 
which occurs in the tnitiutes of the procefedingi^, on 
the Saturday following that on which Astley was 
admitted as a member. 

October 23rd, 1784. Mr. WaUhman In the cbair. Messrs. 
Astley Coop^t • , • • , &o., fined Qd% each for leaving the 
room without permissioh of the president. 

One of the most important regulations of the 
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society, was that which bound each new member 
to iread an essay in the course of the session. The 
title of the paper^ the subject of which was left 
to the author's choice, had to be handed in to the 
society on the evening of meeting following his 
inti^odiiction to the society as a member, under 
penalty of a fine. It is not a little curious that 
the subject which Astley Cooper fixed upon for his 
fiM professional essay, was malignant disease in the 
breast, or cancer, a subject which throughout his 
life continued especially to engage his attention, 
which the last Work he presented to the public was 
intended to elucidate, and in the study and investl* 
gation of which he was earnestly occupied, when 
d^tll put a termination to his labours. 

tt is not improbable that the imperfect and 
unsatisfectory maimer in which Astley Cooper 
found this Subject treated, in the course of his 
dtudy pfepai^tory for his essay^ as well as the fre- 
quent occUrl*ence of the disease Itself and its fatal 
I3haracter^ ted him to perceive the want of fiirther 
information respecting it. T^vlb^ even at this early 
period, perhaps, was created in his mind the interest 
regarding this subject which subsequently urged 
hiltt oU to make those inquires, which hate already 
been attended with most beneficial consequences,—* 
but which, had his lifb been spared, and his designs 
been permitted to be accomplished, would have fur- 
nished the world with resultsj, such as few have had 
the opportunities he enjoyed of arriving at. Be thia 
as it mayj it is a sufflcii^ntly curious circumstance, 
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that, whether taken casually, or at the advice of 
Mr. Cline, or his uncle, Mr. Cooper, among the vast 
number of subjects open to him, he should haye 
selected this, with which, perhaps more than any 
other, his name ever since has been most intimately 
associated. I had much curiosity to find this inter- 
esting document, but although a search was made 
for it, no trace of it could be found; the papers 
which were read at that time not having been, as 
they are now, preserved by the society. 

Whether from not perceiving the value of the 
meetings of this society as he'^afterwards did, or that 
the discussions were deprived of their interest from 
the quantity of matter which would of necessity 
be unintelligible to him at this early period of hi? 
pupilage, Astley Cooper, does not appear to have 
taken, during this his first session, much inte- 
rest in their proceedings. He very frequently, 
throughout the whole of the season, incurred the 
fine for non-attendance — a fact forming a remark- 
able contrast with the diligence which we shall have 
to show he exhibited during the following and suc- 
ceeding sessions. 

A few months after he had commenced his duties 
at the hospital, Astley Cooper became anxious to be 
transferred from his uncle to Mr. Cline, probably in 
consequence of the strict discipline of Mr. Cooper, 
who was not usually very lenient in matters of pro- 
fessional digression, and who perhaps, on the strength 
of consanguinity, as well as of professional relation- 
ship, exercised a more than usual authority over his 



1 



Digitized by 



Google 



DESIRE TO BE TRANSFERRED TO MR. CLINE. 109 

nephew and pupil. The talented conversation of 
Mr. Cline, his superior excellence as an operative 
surgeon, and more extensive practice, may also have 
been an inducement for him to desire this change. 

The following extract from a letter addressed 
to me by my intimate friend Dr. William Roots, 
while it confirms' the account given of the character 
of Mr. William Cooper, under whom Mr. Roots 
acted as dresser, explains the circumstances which 
led to the transfer alluded to. 

"It was in the year 1799 that I dressed at 
Guy's Hospital for Sir Astley's uncle, Mr. William - 
Cooper, the then much respected senior surgeon of 
that institution. And I think it right to offer my 
warm and grateful feelings to the memory of that 
excellent man, for the many instances of kindness 
and paternal attontion I experienced at his hands. 

" At that period Mr. William Cooper had in a 
great measure retired from the fag of private prac- 
tice, and his greatest gratification and amusement 
consisted in his daily visits to the hospital, and the 
superintendence of his dressers, whose conduct and 
practice he most rigidly watched over and advised. 
Much advantage was derived to the discipline of 
the hospital itself, from its being the hobby and 
pleasure of this experienced man to be so continu- 
ally within its walls; for although Mr. Cooper 
was never esteemed as a first-rate operator, there 
were very few surgeons of that day, who were 
thought to possess a more critical knowledge of 
their profession. 
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** Mr. Cooper wftf lUvayu very strict w to ppo^Sr 
Bional discipline, aii4 invariably exhibited pevere dish 
pleajsure fit any absence or neglect of duty on the pari 
of the pupils : but yet, notwithstanding bis rough 
and rather abrupt demeanour he possessed a kind 
and generous disposition. He was an exeelleut 
classical scholar, and ever retained and cherished a 
fondness for polite literature. Well can I remeuis- 
her the pleasure he evinced one day, when, upon 
some accidental circumstance, it was my good fbF«- 
tune to make an appropriate elassical quotation, 
and the gratification I experienced when, the next 
morning on meeting me in the ward of the hospital^ 
in the presence of all the students, he presented me 
with a h9,ndsome edition of the author I had used : 
a book, Avhieh to this moment I set the highest 
value upon. 

" It is impossible to reflect on the early period 
of Sir Astley's life, without thus calling to mind hi^ 
uncle William; for, although they did not exactly 
set their horses well together, and although the 
greater part of his pupilage had been made over to 
Mr. Cline at the other hospital, yet Mr. Cooper 
never failed to speak highly of the abilities and 
good qualities of his nephew. It is well known that 
Astley was always a great favourite in society; his 
countenance and manner carrying with him univer* 
sally a letter of strong recommendation; and it is true, 
that in the early period of his professional studies 
he in some degree gave way to the freaks and indis- 
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ei^etiow of a fine young warn and iome of these 
inciujgenees paljed forth the aqiwadverBionp of hi» 
sedate unole, and were indeed the prinoipal oause 
of his being made over to Mr. Cllne. , Yet on a 
sudden, and as if when ho first found the superior 
faoting his ahiUties had giveu hipi, he applied most 
rigidly to study, &o,-' 

Wo peed uot look for any very marked ftilings 
QQ the one hand, or extremely rigorous treatment 
ou tbo othofi to account for this separation i for, in 
addition to tho influence whioh the superior feme 
of Mr. eUue undoubtedly exerted on the mind of 
Astley Cooper in this determination, we know how 
VM& it is to find lamily arrangemqnts of this nature 
sueoeed in the objects intended: each party &om his 
eonsanguinity ijxpeeting more of the othei^*— the 
one more kindness and attention, the other more 
l^ubmissipn^tban would be looked for had they 
been mutually strangers prior to their professional 
eonnoxion. 

The reader may feel curious to know what Sir 
Astley Cooper himself says of this period of his life 
in the memoranda, with the history of which he is 
alres^dy familiar, Uis notice, however, is so very 
brief, that werc^ it not for certain interesting descripsi 
tions of those with whom he was associated at this 
early period of his residence with Mr. Qline, we 
should think it hardly worth alluding to. These 
are, however, too important to be passed over. 

^' But now a new scene opened. I waa sent to 
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London to my iincle Mr. William Cooper, surgeon 
of Guy's hospital, and to live with Mr. Cline, being 
an articled pupil of the former. For six months 
I was very idle, but I lived with a Mr. Johnson, 
from Derby, who was a gentleman, a scholar, and 
addicted to botany, but of no great talent. How- 
ever he gave me a turn for instructive pursuits. I 

was also with a Mr. C n, from Burford, who was 

a house pupil of Mr. Cline, a coxcomb, indolent and 
ignorant, whom I soon learned to despise; and as 
Johnson was dull and C n indifferent to know- 
ledge,* Mr. Cline generally addressed himself to me. 

A Mr. C r, of Rochester, also lived with us, who 

was fond of his profession, but a presuming man, 
and who punctured the brachial artery in bleeding. 
The conversation of these men improved me: the 

indolence of C n and his gold-laced waistcoats, 

made him our laughing-stock, — C ^r promised 

too much to be always right, — Johnson was always 
a gentleman. I who was quick- and lively, was a 
favourite with the family, especially with Mr. 
Cline's mother, a highly informed and reading 
woman, and with her I spent many hours. After 
six months I was articled as pupil to Mr. Cline, and 
now I began to go into the dissecting room and to 
acquire knowledge, although in a desultory way, &c.'* 
Astley Cooper was transferred to Mr. Cline at 
Christmas, 1784, and it must at once appear, from 
what has already been stated, that this change 
in his position, according as it did with his own 
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wishes, was in every way l>eneficial to his future 
prospects. Indeed, he seems at once to have thrown 
aside his idleness, and all those trifling pursuits 
which had seduced him from his studies; and, at 
the same time appears earnestly to have devoted 
himself to the acquirement of professional know- 
ledge, as well by diligent labour in the dissecting- 
room, as by serious attention to the lectures on 
anatomy and other subjects then going forward in 
the hospital. 

Mr. Bransby Cooper, in writing to me, says, that 
he was informed by his brother, Sir Astley, that Mr. 
Cline one day, about this time, brought home an 
arm, and throwing it on a table in his private 
dissecting-room, desired Astley to dissect it; and 
that, having devoted all his powers, bodily and 
mental, to the task, he succeeded in performing it, 
no less to Mr. Cline's than to his own satisfaction; 
he further states, that hence first began that devoted 
attachment to his profession, and that ardent love 
of anatomy which ever afterwards characterized him. 
But this is a circumstance so curious, that Sir 
Astley, brief as his account of himself is, would 
most probably have left some slight record of it, 
had it occurred ; it is, indeed, so precisely similar 
to what is said to have happened between Dr. Wil- 
liam Hunter and his brother John, soon after the 
arrival of the latter in London, that we must con- 
clude Sir Astley related the story to his brother 
Bransby, of John Hunter and not of himself. But 
VOL. I. 1 
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whether anything of this iort occurred or not, eer- 
tdin it is that in the spring of the following year, 
1786, such had been his diligence, that he grew 
to be as distinguished for his industry as he had 
formerly been notorious for wasting his time, and, 
moreoverf attained a degree of proficiency in ana^ 
tomical knowledge, far beyond that possessed by 
any other of the pupils of his own standing ip the 
hospital 
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CHAPTER VII. 

A«Ti,Ey CoopBB VISIT* Yarmouth. Anscdotx* His 
Second Session at the Hospital. Devotes himselv 

TO THE study OF AnATOMY, ADVANTAGES DERIVED 

FROM THIS Pursuit. Mr. Haighton, Mr. Cline's De- 
monstrator AT this period. Nature of this office. 
History of Mr. Haighton. Dr. William Roots* 
connection with Mb. Haighton. Astley Cooper is 
applied to for assistance by the Students. Be- 
comes A GREAT Favourite among them. Influence of 
this upon his Conduct and Prospects. Reputation 
fully established at the Hospital. The Physical 
Society. The news of his Success reaches Home. 
He departs for the Summer to Yarmouth. 

Thebe is not sufficient evidence to prove, at the 
conclusion of this his first winter session, which 
had thus successfully terminated for a time the 
hospital duties of Astley Cooper, whether he re- 
mained in London with Mr. Cline, or paid a visit 
to his family at Yarmouth. But as it seems to 
have been his constant practice during the other 
years of his pupilage, we can scarcely doubt that he 
went home this summer, if only for the purpose of 
receiving the most genuine of all rewards,-— the ex- 
pression of his parents' satisfaction at the favourable 
change in his conduct. A further reason to believe 
that he paid this visit, arises from our knowledge, 
that in the summer season there was, at this period 

i2 
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of Astley Cooper's pupilage, but little to induce him 
to remain in London ; no summer lectures, as now, 
being then delivered at the hospitals, and the prac- 
tice of the hospital being only useful to one more 
advanced in the science of his profession than he 
could at that time have been. And moreover, as 
we have no letters from his mother, expressive of 
regret at his being prevented visiting his family, we 
have further right to conclude that he spent this 
summer at Yarmouth. 

I have often heard Sir Astley relate the follow- 
ing anecdote, but do not remember hearing him 
mention the date of its occurrence; as, however, his 
indulgence in practical jocularities yielded about 
this period to more serious pursuits, it most pro- 
bably occurred about this time. It M^ell exemplifies 
his readiness of invention, and that tact which he 
was well known as a boy eminently to possess, in 
escaping out of any difficult position in which cir- 
cumstances might suddenly place him. 

One day, when Mr. Turner the apothecary was in 
the surgery, giving orders to one of the apprentices, 
Astley Cooper, who was standing behind him, attempt- 
ed to excite laughter in the apprentice, by twisting his 
face into various grimaces, and practising other antics. 
The disturbance which soon followed in the appren- 
tice's features caught the notice of Mr. Turner, who 
quickly turning round in the apparent direction of 
its cause, discovered Astley Cooper in the midst of 
the employment abovementioned ; and seemingly in 
extreme astonishment at his strange behaviour, at 
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once, with eagerness, inquired its cause. Astley, with- 
out exhibiting any signs of discomposure, or ceasing 
to make the contortions in which he was detected, 
returned no answer to the inquiry but an exclama"* 
tion, in a tone of much distress, of "OhT my tooth! 
my tooth!" "God bless me! let me see," said Mr. 
Turner; and on the instant removing young Cooper's 
hand from his cheek, and forcibly opening his 
mouth, with a hasty remark, he whipped in a pair of 
forceps, and to the amusement of the astonished 
apprentice, before Astley had time to recover him- 
self or explain the deception, had wrenched out one 
of his double teeth. The tooth which Mr. Turner 
thus extracted was decayed, and so, not thinking 
it worth while making any explanation. Cooper 
merely expressed himself much relieved, and thanked 
his benefactor. Sir Astley used to say, however, 
that he never could determine in his ovra mind 
whether it was not intended as a punishment for 
the interruption he had made, or whether, believing 
him really in earnest, Mr. Turner had, in pity for 
his supposed sufferings, displayed such activity in 
applying the remedy. 

In October, 1785, Astley Cooper was again at 
his post, and at once entered into the more active 
duties of his studies, vnth a diligence which must 
lead to the belief, that whether his summer had 
been passed in London or in Yarmouth, he had 
deeply considered the road which he meant to pursue 
for his future advancement. 

We now find him devoting himself with the most 
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earnest activity to the acquisition of a knowledge 
of anatomy^— one of the most valuable departments 
of study to which the younger student can devote 
himself, and without a thorough knowledge of which, 
professional practice, whether in the hands of the 
surgeon or physician^ can be little better than mere 
empiricism. The intense application which Astley 
Cooper devoted to this pursuit, in the early years of 
his pupilage, was not only useful, inasmuch as it fur^ 
nished him with a correct knowledge of the struc-' 
ture of the human frame,-^the form and situation 
of its various parts<— and the varieties in position 
to which they are occasionally liable ^-^but it paved 
the way for those numerous discoveries made by 
him in ** pathological anatomy,'' which have already 
been^ and must continue to be, the sources of 
so many advantages in the practice of our pro« 
fession. 

There can be but little doubt, that, either from 
the instruction or example of Mr. Cline, or from his 
own sagacity, Astley Cooper even at this early period 
foresaw the importance of the professional advantages 
with which this course of study was likely to bd 
atteiided ; at the same time^ he may also have per- 
ceived that distinction in this pursuit, more than in 
any other branch of his profession, ofilbred oppor* 
tunities for obtaining a fixed position in the hospital 
to which he was liow attached by his connexion 
with Mr. Cline. Various circumstances contributed 
to press this idea upon his observation at this time^ 
but UQue, perhaps, more than the want of courtesy 
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of Mr. Haighton, who then held the office of de^ 
moDstrator in the dissectiDg-room, and the feet that 
there was no one, should he resign his sitnation, or 
change it for any other in the institution, so com^ 
petent to fulfil its duties, or possessed of so much 
influence to obtain it as himself« Sir Astley, in 
allusion to his position at this period, with regard to 
Dr. Haighton, then Mr. Haighton, observes: "I was 
a great favourite with the students, because I was 
affable, tod showed that I was desirous of couimuni- 
cating what information 1 could. While Dr. Haighton 
was the reverse of this/' 

It may, perhaps, for the sake of those not Ac- 
quainted with the economy of institutions of this 
nature, be desirable to say a few words regarding 
ihe important duties of the Demonstrator, the first 
public professional capacity in which anatomical 
teachers of this country are engaged. There is 
scarcely any science, in the early study of which 
constant advice is so much required as in that of 
anatomy. The textures which it is the business of 
the young anatomist to unravel, are so delicate and 
complicatedr-the filaments composing them so 
fine, and yet so important, that in following them 
from their sourc^ii to their places of destination, and 
tracing their various connexions, he is cwnstantly 
in danger of overlooking or destroying some, and 
becoming bewildered in the investigation and pur- 
suit of others. To direct and render assistance to 
the inexperienced student under these diflSculties, 
it is the custom for one or more accomplished ana-* 
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tomistei Demonstrators as they are styled, to be con-* 
Stantly at hand. 

In one of Sir Astley Cooper^s diaries, written 
during a tour through France, occurs the following^ 
note, which sufficiently shows his opinion of the 
necessity of this arrangement:— 

''Sunday, October 12<A, 1834. 

" Went with Mr. Fisher to , and saw 

there the places for dissection, four saUes of great 
magnitude, two of which had numerous bodies 
in them. The price is from 3^ to 8 francs, accord- 
ing as they have been opened or not, A large 
garden is attached, in which the students can walk, 
when they are fatigued. Yet it is badly managed, 
for the young men have no one to stand over 
them, and constantly instruct them in the best 
mode of dissection, or to demonstrate what they 
lay bare* In short, the young men form themselves 
into parties of three, one^ dissecting, one reading, and 
the other tracing!^ 

It is quite true, that great benefit arises from the 
presence of an experienced anatomist in a dissecting 
room, to assist in unravelling the various intricacies 
which must involve the tyro in almost inextricable 
difficulty; but yet, on the other hand, I have known 
neariy an equal objection arise from the constant 
presence of one who has it in his power so much to 
facilitate the progress of the idle, they being too apt 
to adopt this shorter path to their object, and, 
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thereby avoid the necessity of manipulating for 
themselves. It requires, therefore, that the person 
60 employed should be judicious in the assistance 
which he affords, taking care that he does no more 
than merely assist, when a real difficulty occurs, 
without himself performing the task which belongs 
properly to the pupil. 

At this period, Mr. Haighton held this office 
under Mr. Cline, who was giving the lectures on 
anatomy, and in consequence of the comparatively 
few number of students, and the less amount of 
study then devoted to the science, was the only 
demonstrator in the room. 

Mr. Haighton, who was considerably Astley 
Cooper's senior, had been a pupil of Mr. Else, one 
of the surgeons of the hospital in conjunction 
with Mr. Cline. I cannot furnish the reader with 
a more just, and, at the same time, more vivid 
account of Haighton's character and position, 
than by again quoting from the communication 
of my excellent friend Dr. Roots, who was for 
four years a resident pupil in the house of Dr. 
Haighton. 

Dr. Roots says, " I recollect most perfectly 
many anecdotes and details of Dr. Haighton's early 
troubles and difficulties, which he would relate 
with all the fire of his natural impetuosity. He 
not only described to me, but showed me all the 
correspondence that had taken place between him- 
self and John Hunter, wherein the latter having 
found out the very excellent anatomical as well as 
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physiological qualities that Haighton possessed, 
wished to engage him in a sort of co-partnership in 
his lectures and anatomical arrangements ; and this 
communication arose, as I learned from Haighton, in 
consequence of some jealous feeling at that timo 
beginning to manifest itself in Home* quarters. 
However, it was only after a long series of discus* 
sions and protocols had existed that all Airther 
communication between these two eminent men 
was broken off, and from what I can recollect, 
it chiefly arose from a feeling of mortification 
in Dr. Haighton*8 mind that he must^ in conse^ 
quence of such junction or oo*partnership» be con-» 
sidered as only the assistant or second-^best of John 
Hunter. 

^* Nobody knew the doctor more intimately or 
accurately than myself, and I sometimes feel a gratis 
fication in remembering that, during the whole 
period of my being under his roof, I never incurred 

* In explanation of this allusion, Dr. Roots afterwards sent 
to me the following remarks: — "Yon mistake me about my 
allusions, in a former letter, to tte mention of *Home' sus- 
picions (as regards Sir Everard) : I meant that Haighton had 
originftllj the full intention, m weU as wish, of being ultimately 
taken in as joint lecturer with Gline in his anatomical class; and 
from what I have heard him say, I think he foreboded, it not 
subsequently found, that the prospects of Astley Cooper would 
prote the cWef obstfiele to these his expectant widieak Whether 
he was in negotiation with John Hunter prior o? subsequent to 
this disappointment, I Cannot take upon myself to say for a cer- 
tainty, though the impression on my mind is, that on finding the 
door shut to succeeding as a subordinate to Cline, he was most 
anxious to cmtcr with force into a rival school.*' 
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his displeasure ; and^ at the termination of my resi^ 
dence with him, he declared^ in strong terms, 
•he was sorry to part with me/ which I always 
esteem as a feather in my cap. Dr. Haighton was 
of a suspicious^ irritable, and unbending nature, but 
possessed of integrity to the greatest degree ; most 
susceptible of any imaginary slight or neglect, the 
very shadow of which would rouse him to a pitch of 
the greatest acrimony hardly ever to be forgotten, 
and this feeling would be brought forth from very 
trifling causes. 

" I remember a strong instance of this nature, 
when, from his having been called upon and re« 
quested by Dr. William Saunders to aid him in 
his well-known Treatise on the Liver, by some ac- 
curate dissections and experiments, Saunders either 
forgot, or did not think it necessary to acknowledge 
in the body of his work how much he was indebted 
to Dr- Haighton for his elaborate assistance, but 
merely mentioned his name in rather an abrupt way 
in a marginal note. The very sight of this book in 
after times would call forth as much irritation and 
annoyance, as if the offence had been of a much 
more serious moment and recent period of occur- 
rence* 

"Dr. Haighton was a very good lecturer, and 
particularly so in his physiology; and in the operative 
department of bis obstetrical practice, he was * haud 
uUi secundm^ 1 think he never ceased to regret 
that he failed in his negociations with Hunter, and 
often, when mentioning th© stibject to jne, I got rid 
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of it by saying, *Two luminaries could not have 
shone in the same sphere.' 

** Haighton always thought he was ill used by 
Hunter, and I now think that it was only the turn 
of a straw that prevented their alliance, as the 
amount of pecuniary advances had been almost com* 
plied with, but were suddenly broken off, and he 
generally expressed a feeling of regret that this cir- 
cumstance had been the cause of his taking up the 
walk in which he subsequently trod so ably. Ana- 
tomy and operative surgery were his natural forte, 
and the point to which his inclination led him. But 
there were t/oung and growing reasons for him to 
seek a path less congenial perhaps to his mind, but 
where least obstruction would be offered to his 
aspiring wishes. 

" The young, the handsome, the then assiduous 
Astley Cooper, with every advantage attending his 
excellent abilities, as also his strong position at the 
united hospitals, rose up in bright array against any 
intended project of Dr. Haighton, and although, 
from the difference of their ages, it might not have 
been supposed that the doctor would have shrunk 
from the conflict, yet he knew too well, and saw 
too clearly that the evident chances were against 
him.*' 

The following curious account by the same gen- 
tleman, of the means by which he gained the friend- 
ship and confidence of his talented preceptor, will 
serve to throw a further light on the character of 
Dr. Haighton, a knowledge of which is necessary, in 
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Order to understand many of the circumstances in 
which he and Sir Astley Cooper were mutually con- 
cerned at this period. 

" I was in perfect intimacy and confidence with 
Haighton; indeed, I had gained, perhaps by a 
natural air of hilarity and nonchalance, an ascen^ 
dancy over him, that sometimes astonished those 
who had been much longer acquainted with him. 
Now it so happened that just before my entry into 
Dr. H^ghton's house, I had heard that he had 
been much disgusted with my predecessor, arising 
from his quiet, tame, and acquiescing nature ; and 
his never having offered the slightest contradiction 
to his opinions, and that he had vowed he would 
never subject himself again to the society of an 
inanimate being. In fact, Dr. Haighton's life and 
soul depended upon argument and the gratification 
he enjoyed in confuting his opponent. Amongst 
many other anecdotes that met my ear, just prior to 
becoming his house pupil, I heard and listened with 
attention to the fact, — that sitting one day at dinner 
with his former pupil, and not meeting in the 
course of conversation with any sort of opposing re- 
mark from him, which I rather think he had been 
courting, he jumped up from his seat, and in the 
most vehement manner cried out, * For once in your 
lifey sir, do for God's sake contradict me^ and support 
an opinion of your own.^ 

" Now, having been put into possession of this 
failure in his former pupil, (though I am at the 
present moment most ready to yield to him the supe- 
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riority in his amiable deportment,) from that yery 
moment I made up mj mind not to bil into a similaF 
error, and from the period I entered Dr, Haighton'a 
house, until the laat hour when I left it, I was in the 
constant and studious habit of contradicting every^ 
thing he said; and I am convinced that the high 
opinion, and I may saj regard I established in hia 
mind, arose chiefly from the regular system of con-* 
tradiction, and the frequent opportunities I gave 
him thereby, of showing his superior powers in 
argument. Frequently was I put to my bust trump, 
to come out of the bsAtle with anything like flying 
colours. One of these vain attempts I well recollect 
He was speaking on some particular subject, when he 
described its appearance as of a dead whitb colour, 
and I, begging his pardon, asserted that it was 
evidently boss-coloured! He got very warm in 
proportion to my assertion, and in the heat of the 
moment, he told me, * I must know that my opinion 
could not be borne out by truth, or by any ocular 
demonstration;' and when in a quiet way, I replied 
that it was the WHriE bosj^ I meant, and that I 
would get a specimen directly from Chelsea, to 
compare the difibrence with his pbad WHrrg, I 
thought he would have gone into a state of frenzy; 
for be saw too clearly that it was not from ignorance 
that I thwarted his statement, and he could not 
bear even this poor shadow of an adverse view, 
founded as it was upon a shallow quibble* 

" I generally had to bear the brunt of Haighton*s 
angry replies; but with it all I must confess that I 



Digitized by 



Google 



CHABAOTIIE OF PR, IIAIGHTON. 127 

derived conBiderable advantage by this general system 
of opposition, I mean particularly in a professional 
point of view, for it always drew forth from him 
such clear and earnest endeavours to prove and 
support his own eiscellent judgment^ that the more 
I thwarted him, the more clearly did he show me 
the fallacy of my pretended contradiction. Some 
time after I had been an inmate of his house, the 
same friend who had warned me of his dislike to 
a tame companion, asked him how he liked his new 
pupil, meaning myself; his answer was, • Why, com- 
pared with th^ last he is very far better, but the 
fellow is just as much in the opposite extreme; 
if you were to put the two into a bag and shake 
them well together, they would both come out 
excellent/ Nevertheless, I am confident that my 
system of qontradiction, though in a great measure 
put on, was a constant source of gratification to 
him, and furnished a means of drawing off his irri* 
tability in a gradual way, and thus acted as a safety* 
valve to his impetuous temper/' 

The peculiar temper of Mr. Haighton and the 
circumstances so well described in Dr. Roots' letter, 
appear to have induced a degree of repulsiveness in 
his manner, which frequently prevented the students 
applying to him for assistance. Astley Cooper, in 
consequence of this circumstance, and from the 
character which he was gaining among them, as well 
by his constant attendance in the dissecting-room, 
as by his diligent application while there, came to 
be referred to^ now and then, as well for manual 



Digitized by 



Google 



128 LIFE OF SIB ASTLEY COOPER. 

assistance as advice, instead of Dr. Haightou. The 
extent of knowledge which he displayed on these 
occasions and the facility with which he commu- 
nicated it to others, the affability of his manners 
and his readiness in tendering assistance, together 
with the superior position which he held among 
the students, from his connexion with Mr. Cline, 
by degrees led to these appeals for his aid becom- 
ing more and more frequent, and to his being con- 
sidered as it were a second demonstrator in the 
room: while at the same time, from this and his other 
kindly qualities, he became the established favourite 
of all the pupils. He continued, during this and 
part of the following winter sessions, to make him- 
self similarly useful, until at last, from the amount 
of time which it occupied, the disturbance caused 
to his own more advanced pursuits by the crowded 
state of the room, and the influx of new students 
attracted by the fame of Mr. Cline, he was com- 
pelled to pursue his own dissections in private^ 
But even then he still visited the dissecting-room 
during the day, and assisted those who might be 
anxious for his aid. 

The time thus spent was by no means un- 
profitably employed, but on the contrary was a 
source of much improvement to him; for hi dis- 
entangling the difficulties of others brought on 
by careless manipulation or heedless dissection, 
he was brought constantly to think more closely 
than his fellow-students, who merely took ordinary 
notice of what came under their observation in the 
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course of dissection. At the same time, he became 
acquainted with many occasional varieties in the 
natural distribution of parts, and acquired a degree 
of manual dexterity in the use of the scalpel, which 
proved not merely of advantage to him in the dis- 
section of the dead, but a source of essential service 
afterwards in operations on the living. In his ear- 
liest published essay^ to which we shall hereafter 
refer, one of the most interesting facts he describes 
is stated to have come before his notice in conse- 
quence of a pupil seeking his assistance in the 
formation of an anatomical preparation. But these 
appeals had also a more important influence upon 
him, — one affecting his general conduct, and ma- 
terially promoting the rapid progress which he 
made at this time, — for he has frequently observed 
that, being thus applied to by his fellow-students, 
was so gratifying to his feelings of ambition, from 
the superiority which the application acknowledged, 
that he was constantly excited to increased exertion 
as well to niaintain, as to enlarge the influence which 
he had obtained. 

Being thus called upon spontaneously by the 
pupils to assist them in their dissections, and proving 
by his ready concession to their wishes, that he had 
both the knowledge and industry requisite to faci- 
litate their labours, he at once, at so early a period 
as his second winter session, established* a reputation, 
which, conjoined with the other circumstances to 
which we have alluded, made him sought after by 
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his fellow pupils as their demOnstratdr» and afterwards 
procured him, immediately on the office becominj^ 
vacant, the offer of this desirable position. 

Haying by these pursuits in the dissecting-room 
rendered himself an efficient anatomist, he now began 
to feel the advantage of attending Mr. Cline on 
his visits to the wards in the hospital. He seems to 
have examined the cases, and watched their pro- 
gress with a scrutinizing curiosity, closely following 
up those which were unsuccessful to their post 
mortem examination, that he might ascertain whe- 
ther or not he had been correct in the opinions he 
had previously formed. He now also began to make 
notes of Mr. Cline's cases, and soon became remark- 
able for quickly detecting their leading points, and 
the analogies which existed between them. 

Notwithstanding the neglect which he had exhi- 
bited during his first winter at the hospital to the 
Physical Society, still he had established at the 
conclusion of the session such a character for indus- 
try and general acquirements, that, at the first 
meeting of the Society this year, he was chosen one 
of the managing committee, and the records of 
this period sufficiently testify how earnestly he 
devoted himself to its interest and welfore. In the 
preceding winter, between October 16th, the day on 
which he was introduced as a member, and January 
28th, when the Society separated for the summer, 
although its meetings were only held once in each 
week, we find him suffering the penalty for absmice 
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no le^s than fifteeti times; while this sdssion, during 
the same period, there was onlj one evening in 
which he was not prestot at their meeting. 

Indeed, there does not seem to hare been a 
duty left nn^-p^onned in this his seoond session, 
occupation in his profession being now the eyid^nt 
resaltj not nierelj of impulse from motiyes of duty, 
but of chdoe and inclination. Instead of his posi- 
tion and conduct exciting alarm lest he should fail 
to acquire sufficient knowledge to fit him for the 
practice of his profession, the only feelings now 
called forth were those of pride and satisfaction from 
his friends at home, and of congratulation from his 
teachers and acquaintance at the hospital. In the 
month of April, his mother, with feelings of delight, 
thus expresses her anticipation of his return to Yar- 
mouth: — " I look forward to the time of our meeting 
with the utmost pleasure. When do you think you 
shall be able to come down, and how long to stay with 
us ? Your dear father and I were much delighted 
at the return of your uncle's kindness to you, and 
hope it will continue uninterrupted ; we are happy 
in finding that you iare so much disposed to cultivate 
it, and so deserving his and every one's regard." 

This meeting took place in the month of May, 
immediately after the conclusion of the session, and 
must have been attended with mutual gratification 
to both parties — Astley, on the one hand, returning 
with the full consciousness of having prosecuted 
his studies in a manner no less satisfactory to 
his preceptors than advantageous to himself; — his 
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parents, on the other hand, receiving him with a 
welcome, not merely proportionate to his acquire- 
ments and established industry of character, but 
rendered still more hearty from the circumstance 
that at a period, comparatively little remote, thej. 
had entertained suspicions of a very different result. 
I reserve some incidents, which occurred during this 
visit, for consideration in the following chapter. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

AsTLET Cooper's Occupations at Yarmouth during thb 
Summer of 1786. Impression made on bis Parents bt 
BIS Conduct. Mr. Holland*s Communication. Astlet 
Cooper's Visits to Mr. Francis Turner. Tbe Histort 
of tbis Gentleman. Returns to London with Mr. 
Holland. Astlet Cooper's superior Anatomical Know- 
ledge. Occupations in tbe Private Dissecting-Room 
AT Mr. Cline's. Remarks on Operating upon Living 
Animals. Sir Astley Cooper's Account of his Fellow- 
Pupils, AND TBEIR CbARACTERS. AtTENDS JoBN HuN- 

ter's Lectures. Astlet Cooper is attacked with the 
Gaol-Fever. Benjamin Greoson. Visits Yarmouth. 

One of the chief objects of this chapter is to give 
to our readers an account of the manner in which 
Astley Cooper employed his time during his sum- 
mer visit to Yarmouth in 1786; and I believe that 
design will be best accomplished by selecting pas- 
sages from a letter written to him by his mother 
immediately upon his return to London. 

As refers to the personal history of my uncle, 
there perhaps v^U be no point in the whole 
Memoir of greater biographical interest, than the 
indications here presented of the altered condition 
of his mind since his previous visit to Yarmouth; a 
change so evident to his parents and friends, that 
his mother dwells affectionately on the pleasing 
impressions he had left upon their minds at their late 
meeting. It appears that, during his absence from 
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town, he did not pass his time in mere recreation, 
since from his attendance at Mr. Turner's ; his occa- 
sionally seeing patients; his intimacy with the 
scientific Dr, Aikin ; and professional conversations 
with his friend Mr. Holland ; a great portion of this 
visit must have been most usefully employed, in a 
manner, not only to be valued from the real quantity 
of information he acquired, but also from the evi- 
dence it offered of his desire for the society of lite- 
rary and scientific men. 

Mrs. Cooper writes:— "I cannot express the 
delight you gave your father and me, my dearest 
Astley, by the tenderness of your attentions, and 
the variety of your attainments. You seem to have 
improved every moment of your time, and to have 
soared not only beyond our expectations, but to the 
utmost height of our wishes. How much did it 
gratify me to observe the very great resemblance in 
person and itiind you bear to your angelic sister! 
Th^ same sweet smile of complacency and affection, 
the same ever wakefhl attisntion to alleviate pain 
and to communicide pleasure! Heaven grant that 
you may as much resemble her in eveiy Christian 
gtaee, as you do in every moral virtue, * * * 

'' You 1^ Cehus behind you, but I will send 
it with your purse next week. Mr. Crompton 
particularly desired his most friendly regards. We 
have a quack doctor, an oculist, just arrived in his 
coach, with two servants, — ^his name Utrecht: it 
seems yoiir electrical patient was under his care at 
Norwich, and that he attelnpted to force a piece of 
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iron under her fingers, to oppose the oontraction ; as 
soon as he arrived here, however, she sent him word 
she was entirely cured, by Mr. AsUey Cooper* 
Howlet's ancle is, I hope, as much better as can be 
eicpected, Dear Nancy gains strength daily, I thank 
God. She has walked two or three afternoons in 
* the trees,' and drank tea with us in the parlour. 
She hopes very soon to be able to get on horse- 
back. 

** Friday. We have been made happy by the 
assurance your letter conveys of your safe arrival. 
You say nothing of your ancle : I hope it is better, 
and that it will soon be healed. In your hurry of 
writing you omitted any mention of Mr. Crompton. 
I therefore did not show him your letter, as I knew 
the omission would have hurt him. We were much 
diverted by your account of the pusillanimous 
boaster; yet could not help pitying him whilst under 
the influence of fears which were very natural, though 
derogatory from the courage he assumed. * * * 
. - " Your dear father incloses a 10// note, and joins 
me and the whole family in the kindest love to you, 
and compliments to Mr. Cline's family. I feel 
attached to them for their regard to you. I have 
written a long letter; you will not expect me to be 
a frequent correspondent, but may depend on my 
ever being, 

" Your tenderly affectionate Mother, 

"M.S. Cooper." 

" Mr. Gregson has broken from prison, and not 
been retaken. May he make a proper use of his 
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liberty! Should you be able to get a 4th Yolume 

of JohmofCs Shakespeavy would you send it as soon 

as possible ? 

"Once more adieu! my dearest Astley." 

As the Mr. Gregson mentioned in the postscript 
to Mrs. Cooper's letter will again come before the 
notice of the reader, I shall not dwell upon his his- 
tory at present. 

I am enabled, however, to give a more detailed 
account than the above, of his occupations during 
this summer, from an interesting communication 
which I have received from Mr. Holland, of Knuts- 
ford, a gentleman who, both during this visit to 
Yarmouth, and afterwards at Mr. Cline's, was an 
intimate associate and friend of Sir Astley Cooper. 
The reader will perceive that this letter removes 
all doubt concerning the nature of the connexion of 
Sir Astley Cooper with Mr. Turner, of Yarmouth. 

"* * * * In the summer of 1786, I was on a 
visit to my excellent friend the late Dr. Aikin, who 
was at that time resident in Great Yarmouth, and 
was practising as a physician there. He spoke to 
me in high terms of your uncle, who had then not 
completed his eighteenth year, and predicted that 
he would become eniinent in his profession. He 
introduced us to each other, and we soon became 
intimate friends. Two years before — ^if I rightly 
recollect — your imcle had been articled to Mr. 
Cline for seven years, with a condition attached to 
this, that he should, if he wished it, be allowed to 
pass one winter of the time in Edinburgh. 
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^' When I first knew him at Yarmouth, he was 
staying at his father's, the Rev. Dr. Cooper, the 
vicar of Great Yarmouth, where he was permitted 
to remain till the recommencement of the lectures 
in London in the beginning of October. During 
the first months of his visit he was very much at 
Mr. Francis Turner's, an apothecary, with a view of 
gaining a knowledge of pharmacy: but this was 
solely by the permission of Mr. Turner, who wished 
to show kindness to your uncle, for he was in no 
way engaged to him." 

The history of this gentleman is sufiSiciently 
curious to warrant a place in these Memoirs. 

Mr. Turner was in some measure connected 
with Sir Astley Cooper; his brother, Mr. Richard 
Turner, having married Miss Rede, a sister of my 
mother. Mr. Francis Turner was by inheritance 
independent of his profession, and also married a 
lady of considerable fortune. He was endowed 
with excellent abilities, acquired great fame as a 
surgeon and apothecary, and indeed was the only 
person of his profession in Yarmouth competent to 
perform operations in surgery, which he always 
undertook with much avidity. He was consequently 
called upon to act in all cajses in his neighbourhood 
which required surgical assistance, and indeed, his 
practice extended to Lowestoff, Beccles, and other 
towns in the vicinity. 

When Sir Edmund Lacon, the grandfather of 
the present baronet, was mayor of the town of 
Yarmouth, some disturbances took place, and certain 
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lioten were imprifloned in the gaol. A mob col- 
lected with the determination of setting theae per- 
sons at liberty, upon which Mr. Turner took a very 
active part in attempting to maintain the authority 
of the law. During his exertions he receiyed a 
severe blow on the head, inflicted by one of the 
ruffians with one of the wooden palings which had 
been placed so as more securely to defend the door- 
way of the prison. Mr. Turner having been assisted 
home, it was found, upon examination, that the bone 
of the skull was laid bare, but was apparently un- 
broken. He was, however, much alarmed ; declared 
that he could not survive the accident, and sank into 
a state of despondency, which was soon attended by 
indigestion, and all the aggravated symptoms of 
dyspepsia. He remained in this state for two years, 
continually insisting that his illness was the effect 
of a portion of bone having been depressed at the 
time of the accident, and that his weakened powers 
of assimilation were attributable to the irritation of 
the brain, consequent on the same cause. Astley's 
uncle, Mr. William Cooper, at this period paid a 
visit to Yarmouth, and at the earnest solicitation of 
Mr. Turner, removed with a trephine a small portion 
of bone from that part of the head on which the 
blow had been received. The bone was found to be 
perfectly healthy, nor did the coverings of the braiii 
show any indications of injury. 

As might be supposed, Mr. Turner derived no 
benefit from the operation, and he continued to 
become more and mor^ emaciated, unable to retain 
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any food on his stomach, until at last he sank, 
ocmi^Ietely exhausted. During the last twelve 
months of his life, Mr. Borrett^ of Yarmouth, 
Dirho was then his apprentice, informs me that he 
lived almost entirely upon nuts, Mr. Turner stating 
that he was uimble to digest any other solid foDd. 
He was examined after death, and his liver was 
found so much diseased as readily to account for 
all his symptoms. Indeed, none of the medical 
men of his aeqiiaintanoe at any time believed that 
he was suffering from injury of the brain, but 
nothing could divert him from the conviction with 
which he had been impressed. Dr. Girdlestone was 
at this time an eminent physician at Yarmouth, and, 
as is well known, was much addicted to the employ- 
ment of calomel in his practice. Against this drug, as 
well 83 against Dr. Girdlestone himself, Mr. Turner 
bad always considerable prejudice, and he therefore 
on this occasion did not consult the doctor, whose 
remedy might have been of most essential service to 
the sufferer. Hie portion of bone which Mri Wil- 
liam Cooper removed, was worn by Mrs. Turner 
about her neck until the period of her death, which 
did not take place until nearly forty years after the 
loss of her husband. 

Mr. Holland having described the ciroumstanees 
under which Astley Cooper was connected with 
Mr. Turner, thus proceeds with his narrative:-— 
^ Our intimacy increased, scarcely a day passing with- 
out our being m^ch together. In our walks, which 
we took either on the jetty or on the shore, we dis? 
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cussed together, as youths of our age were likely to 
do, the immediate objects of our studies: anatomy, 
physiology, and surgery were his &yourite subjects; 
and I always gained much information in my various 
conversations with him* I occasionally dined with 
him at the Bectoiy; and in the person of your 
grandmother have the recollection of one of the 
most agreeable persons with whom I have ever had 
the pleasure of being acquainted. 

'^ As I was to pass the next winter in London, 
he expressed a wish that I should, if possible, 
become an inmate with him in the house of Mr. 
Cline. He wrote to Mr. Cline on the subject, and 
through his influence, and that of Dr. Aikin, this 
was arranged. Towards the close of September, we 
travelled together to London, staying one day at 
Norwich, that we might see Brooke, a'village, if I 
remember rightly, five or six miles from that city, 
and the place of his ancestors. We then proceeded 
to town, in one of the old heavy coaches, through 
Diss and Essex, without anything occurring to give 
interest to our journey, and took up our abode at 
Mr. Cline's, No. 12, St. Mary Axe. 

"The various lectures at St. Thomas' and Guy*s 
were to commence in a few days afterwards, and 
Astley and I took tickets for several of them ; but 
those to which his attention was almost exclusively 
directed were the lectures on anatomy and surgery. 
These were at that time given together as one sub- 
ject by Mr. Cline, whose perspicuity rendered them 
particularly interesting. 
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" We passed much of the remainder of the day 
iu the common dissecting-room, and I, though I had 
attended several anatomical courses before, and was 
more than two years Astley's senior, derived the 
greatest advantage from his superior anatomical 
knowledge, and that assistance which he was always 
most ready to give. Mr. Cline's class now became 
so large as to crowd and make the dissecting-room 
uncomfortable from the numbers frequenting it. 
Astley disliked this: and as he was now anxious not 
merely to examine and study what was already 
known, but also to explore more deeply for himself, 
he suggested that we should have our subjects 
brought to Mr. Cline's house, which was not in a 
parallel line with the street, but stood several yards 
back, having a court leading up to it. The room 
Astley and I occupied was in the front of the 
house, with only one window in it, and this not 
overlooked from any windows opposite. Here we 
carried on our dissections without interruption, and 
all went on smoothly, till one day when we were, 
busily engaged with a subject on the table, we saw, 
on accidentally looking up, several men on the roof 
of the house before us, who were there to repair the 
slates, and having seen us, were eagerly watching 
our operations. At the time I am speaking of, a 
mob was readily collected in the streets of the me- 
tropolis, there not being, as now, an efficient police; 
and, therefore, having been so closely watched in 
our proceedings by the men on the roof, we thought 
it prudent to convey our subject into a more private 
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part of the house. Here we let it remun till the 
men were gone awaj. This drculnstance made us 
a little more guarded, and therefore we converted 
our sitting-room into a dissecting-room throtigh the 
remainder of the winter. 

''During this time, Astley, who was always 
eager to add to our anatomical and physiological 
knowledge, made a variety of experiments on living 
animals* I recollect one day walking out with hisit 
when a dog followed us, and accompanied ns home, 
little foreseeing the fiate that awaited him« He 
was confined for a few days, till we had aseertained 
that no owner would come to claim him, and then 
brought up to be the subject of various opetatiofis. 
The first of these was the tying one of the ftanoral 
arteries. When poor Chance, for so we apprapriaiely 
named the dog, was sufficiently recovered from tbii^, 
one of the humeral arteries was subjected to a similar 
process. After the lapse of a few weeks, the ill* 
fated animal was killed, the vessels injected, and 
preparations were made from each of the limbs* 

" During the winter months^ Astley pretty rego* 
larly attended the meetings of the Physical Society 
at Guy's, occasionally famishing a paper, and joining 
in the discussions: sometimes, too, he attended the 
meetings of the society at John Hunter*s, in Wind- 
mill Street. In the discussion which followed the 
reading of a paper, or in the debates which occurred 
in the course of the evening, Astley often took an 
active part; whilst the pertinence of his remarks, 
aided by his striking figure and fine vdce, joined 
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to the eagerness with which he entered into the 
subject^ procured him marked attention. 

^^ In the course of the winter, an accident oc« 
curred to Mr. Cline's house^ which might have been 
attended with serious consequences. The wind one 
night became veiy high: it continued to increase in 
violence: mortar and bricks began to tumble down 
the chimney of the room in the lower attic* in which 
Astlej and I had our beds; and at length, at two 
or three o'clock in the morning, a large stack of 
chimneys was blown down, fell upon the roof, and, 
together with it, broke into the upper attics, com« 
pietely filling our room with loose bricks and mor- 
tar, and seriously hurting some of the serrants 
abore. The noise and crash led each person to leave 
his room, and we were all soon Assembled on one 
of the landings of the stairs. Here we met Mr. 
Cline in his dressing-gown, who having, as far as the 
bricks and dust allowed, surveyed the premises, 
quietly said, ^ Well, we can do nothing till morning, 
so we may as well go to bed again;' and accordingly 
went. Astley and I, our room being filled with 
dirt and rubbish, were glad to sit up the remainder 
of the night in our little apartment below." 

Some of my readers may be unacquainted with 
tibe necessity, under which surgeons labour, of muking 
experiments on the lower classes of animals, in 
order to improve themselves as much as possible in 
that particular species of knowledge, requisite for 
the successful exercise of their profession, when 
called upon to alleviate or remove the sufferings of 
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their fellow-creatures. I fear that the allusions to this 
subject in the above letter, may lead those, who are 
unconscious of this necessity, to attribute a dispo- 
sition devoid of feeling to my uncle and his friend. 
In order to remove such an impression, it be- 
comes incumbent on me to say a few words on the 
advantages which this source of knowledge alone 
offers, and the consequently necessary sacrifice of 
our feelings in embracing them — ^a sacrifice to which, 
as far as I am able to trace the history of the most 
eminent men of our profession, all have more or less 
submitted, and which seems almost essential to the 
acquirement of the higher orders of surgical and phy- 
siological knowledge. By this means only are theories 
proved erroneous or correct, new facts brought to 
light, important discoveries made in physiology, and 
sounder doctrines and more scientific modes of 
treatment arrived at. Nor is this all ; for the sur- 
geon's hand becomes tutored to act with steadiness, 
while he is under the influence of the natural abhor- 
rence of giving pain to the subject of experiment, 
and he himself is thus schooled for the severer ordeal 
of operating on the human frame. I may mention 
another peculiar advantage in proof of the necessity 
of such apparent cruelty ; that no practising on the 
dead body can accustom the mind of the surgeon to 
the physical phenomena presented to his notice in 
operations on the living. The detail of the various 
differences which exist under the two circumstances 
need hardly be explained, as there are few minds to 
which they will not readily present themselves. 
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My friend Dr. Blundell has eloquently discussed 
tliis question : — " They," Says he, " who object to the 
putting of animals to death for a scientific purpose, 
do not reflect that the death of an ftnimal is a very 
diiferent thing from that of man. To tn anitnal, 
death is an eternal sleep ; to mail, it is the com-* 
mencement of a new and untried state of existence. 
m ^ m m Qlx^H it be said that the ob* 
jects of physiological scietice are not worth the 
sacrifice of a few animals? Men are Constantly 
forming the most erroneous estimates of the com- 
paratiye importance of objects in this world. Of 
what importance is it now to mankind whether 
Antony or Augustus filled the Imperial chair? And 
what will it matter, a few centuries hence, whether 
England or France swept the ocean with her fleets ? 
But mankind will always be equally interested in 
the great truths deducible from science, and in the 
inferences derived from physiological experiments. 
I will ask, then, whether the infliction of pain on 
the lower animals in experiments is not justified by 
the object for which those experiments are insti- 
tuted, namely, the adrancement of physiological 
knowledge ? Is not the infliction of pain, or ^ven 
of death, on man, often justified by the end for 
which it is inflicted? Does not the general lead 
his troops to slaughter, to preserve the liberties of 
his country? It is not the infliction of pain or 
denih fbt justifiable objects^ but it is the taking a 
satage pleasure in the infliction of pain or death, 
whi^h is Reprehensible. ****** Here^ 
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then, we take our stand ; we defend the sacrifice of 
animals, in so far as it is calculated to contribute to 
the improvement of science ; and in those parts of 
physiological science immediately applicable to me- 
dical practice, we maintain that such a sacrifice is 
not only justifiable, but a sacred duty." 

' The interesting nature of the subjects contained 
in the extracts from Mr. Holland's letter will be 
an ample apology for their length, and I am happy 
in having it in my power to subjoin a portion of Sir 
Astley's memoranda relating to the same period; 
bearing testimony, as it does, alike to the unassum- 
ing modesty of Mr. Holland when speaking of 
himself, as to the honesty of Sir Astley Cooper, who 
never forgot to acknowledge his obligations to those 
to whom he felt himself indebted for professional 
information or other advantages : — 

** Two years after I was at Mr. Cline's, Mr. Hol- 
land, surgeon at Knutsford, was one of his house 
pupils, who was a highly informed, sensible man, and 
father of Dr. Holland. He gave me a turn for 
study ; his conversation improved me, and the con- 
versation between Mr. Cline and him still more." 

The histories of his other associates at this time 
are no less instructive than curious: they form a 
reiharkable contrast with the subsequent career of 
their fellow-pupil, who relates them :-— 

" A Mr. Clarke, afterwards Dr. Clarke, lived at 
Mr. Cline's, being articled as pupil to him ; and Mr. 
S ■ of R . Clarke was a singular charac- 
ter ; he was an admirable scholar ; he had been at a 
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school I think in Settle, in Yorkshire ; but was a 
very idle fellow, and never studied his profession. 
His father lived in Gracechurch Street, and died 
during his pupilage, and left him a thousand pounds, 
and he bought a commission in the Royals 1st regi- 
ment of Foot. He drank hard. When in the West 
Indies he fell in love with Miss Duncan, the colo- 
nel's daughter ; and to ingratiate himself with her, 
he became the soberest man in the regiment, and 
the colonel used to point him out as a pattern of 
excellence: so he succeeded in marrying Miss 
Duncan, and in imposing himself upon her father 
as a man of fortune. 

" He brought his wife to Dublin, and was drunk 
nearly the whole of the passage. He left her in a 
lodging at Dublin, and came to England and hired a 
lodging in the Rules of the King's Bench. She 
came over to him, and they were almost starved 
when he published his Conspectus Medidnm Theo- 
reticiB^f a very pretty view of the practice of medi- 
cine in excellent Latin. I afterwards requested 
Mr. Cline, Dr. Saunders, and others to obtain a 

* The title given above is evidently erroneous, and the mis- 
take no doubt is attributable to the hurried manner in which 
these memoranda were penned. The work named was written 
by Dr. Gregory, and not by Dr. Edward Goodman Clarke, 
Physician to the Forces, to whom the above history evidently 
alludes. Sir Astley Cooper was at the moment most probably 
confounding it with the Medictnce Praxeos Compendium^ ^c, 
written by Dr. Clarke, and first published by him a.d. 17^9. 
Dr. C. was the author of other small medical works, some of 
which went through several editions. 

L 2 
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1 



commission for him as an army physician. He was 
sent home for being drunk in an hospital in the 
Netherlands, but he retained his pay. However, 
wheneyer he got any money^ he was always drunk, 
and his wife and children were starving. At length 
he died of diseased liver and dropsy; and would 
have been starved to death but for myself and Lady 
Cooper, and Mrs. Baillie, wife of Dr. Baillie the 
celebrated physician* 

" I afterwards got Mrs. Clarke into Guy's Hos- 
pital as a Sister*, through the kindness of Mr. 
Harrison, where she remained nearly until her 
death ; but she also acquired her husband's vice of 
drinking, although she had been a most excellent 
woman, and really a genteel person. All her chil- 
dren did very ill — in short, perished from following 
their parent's misconduct. 8uch was the history of 
my fellow-apprentice. 

* - S was a fool, but succeeded to his father's 

business^ drd^nk a pipe of wine for himself and 
fiiends per annum^ and died of apoplexy in his 
garden at R — ^ — . 

" Another man lived with me at Mr. Cline's of 

the name of F ; he was more nearly an idiot 

than any one I ever saw. * * He was sent to 
sea in the Guardian frigate as assistant-surgeon, and 
was in her when she struck upon an island off the 
Cape of Good Hope. He was too lazy to pump, 
and they put him under the pump and pumped upon 

* The ctief nurse in each ward, at Guy's Hospital, is called 
The Sister of the Ward. 
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hinj, and he slunk* away among the casks. A fever 
ensued, and he died at the Cape, where he was 
buried, being put into a coffin which opened at the 
bottom, in order that, having let him into his grave j 
it might be brought back for others. 

« Mr. S , the brother of the former, from 

B y also lived at Mr.Cline's. He was desperately 

in love with Miss C--- — , who refused him, and he 
went into Essex disconsolate ; there meeting with a 
Mrs. B — -^, a widow, he offered to her, a fortnight 
after her husband's death, but she said she had been 
engaged three weeks. However, she jilted the man 

Bhe had promised, and married S -, to whose 

house, near R , I frequently afterwards went to 

shoot, and to visit his sister, a lovely woman, who 
married Mr. B ^." 

* Slunk: an expression in very common use in Norfolk. 
The mention of this brings to my recollection a story which I 
!tiaTe heard Sir Astley tell, connected with the history of his 
father, and which, at the time it occurred, wounded the doctor's 
dignity excessively. A clergyman with whom he became, oi» 
some occasion, acquainted at Brooke, offered to assist him in hi^ 
Sunday's duties. To this my grandfather readily acceded, 
although he did not require his aid, as was evinced by his ac- 
companying him to church to hear the sermon. The doctor, at 
the very commencement of the discourse, was a little distressed 
at some of the expressions which his locum tenens introduced ; 
but, at last, was so shocked at a sentence which, in the warmth 
of his argument, escaped him, as almost to be driven out of 
church, It was this. The preacher had been speaking of the 
disgust of one of the disciples Bii, the incredulity of a multitude 
to whom he had been addressing himself, and thus described hi® 
indignant departure from th^jm : *' And he went awa : he slunk 
awa : and he never came back to say nothing no more." 
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The extract we have given from the letter of 
Mr. Holland sufficiently shows that it was no tem- 
porary thirst for knowledge and distinction which 
had arisen in the mind of Astley Cooper, but that 
once excited, it had continued ever since increasing 
in vehemence, while the clearer view exposed to 
him, by each addition to his stock of knowledge, of 
other stores still imexplored, seemed only as a 
stimulus to fresh exertions in the pursuit. He 
seems, at the time when he first turned his mind 
seriously to professional pursuits, to have deter- 
mined if possible to excel ; and this resolution once 
formed, to have ever afterwards devoted himself to 
its accomplishment with a disregard to danger and 
fatigue, which only extraordinary natural courage 
and powers of constitution could have enabled him 
to exhibit. During the winter, to which the pre- 
ceding extracts allude, notwithstanding his many 
engagements at the Borough hospitals, and his pri- 
vate studies, he contrived to attend a course of 
lectures, delivered by John Hunter, near Leicester 
Square. 

It is not surprising that Astley Cooper should 
have taken great interest in the comprehensive lec- 
tures of that highly-gifted man. From the very 
commencement of his professional studies, he had 
devoted himself, like John Hunter, to the perusal 
of the Book of Nature; and although yet but a 
young disciple, he had used so much industrious 
zeal in his inquiries, as tp be fiilly capable of appre- 
ciating his preceptor s faithful description and expo- 
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sition of its contents. The amount of knowledge 
which he had thus obtained, and his earnest desire 
for fresh information, enabled him, with a facility 
possessed by few, to examine and comprehend th^ 
doctrines which that illustrious philosopher main- 
tained and promulgated. Nor was this an easy 
task; for, in addition to the novelty of Hunter's 
opinions, and their opposition to many of those 
generally received, they were delivered with so 
little method, and in language so obscure, that the 
task of listening to them was rendered irksome to 
the unwilling pupil, while at the same time they 
were scarcely intelligible to the older students, who 
had previously adopted the doctrines of the leading 
writers of the day, and were familiar with their 
terms and expressions. These latter, indeed, occa- 
sionally affected to doubt whether the lecturer even 
understood them himself. The fact is well known, 
that, in the trial regarding the alleged murder 
of Sir Theodosius Broughton, the evidence of John 
Hunter, although it afterwards proved to be correct, 
was stated by the judge to be obscure and unintel- 
ligible, while that of the other leading professional 
witness, who was opposed to him in opinion, was 
received as perfectly satisfactory. 

This obscurity of expression is easily accounted 
for on the part of John Hunter from the nature of 
his education. Gifted with a vigorous understand- 
ing, and powers of intense application, circumstances 
had deprived him of the opportunity of availing 
himself of these qualities in early life; and when 
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afterwards this opportunity offered itself, refusing 
to submit to studies, for which no early taste had 
been cultivated in him, he at once applied himself 
to that pursuit which required least previous prepa^ 
ration, and which, once commenced, ever afterwards 
occupied his time and attention. Thus, then, not 
having derived his knowledge from others, but 
from quiet secluded observation and mental labour, 
his ideas, at once original and simple, were deli* 
vered in a language which might be almost said to 
be peculiar to himself. 

Astley Cooper, however, neither biassed by pre- 
existing opinions, nor idly listening to him as a 
matter of duty ; but, on the contrary, fall of noble 
enthusiasm, eagerly seeking knowledge, and willing 
to take any trouble to acquire it, soon, by his strict 
attention, penetrated beyond the obscurity of John 
Hunter's language; and by discussing the topic of 
each day's lecture on his way home with his friend, 
Mr. Holland, as well as by experimental inquiry 
in private, succeeded in fixing Hunter's principles 
on his mind, and became fully convinced of their 
truth and importance. It was not long before 
he felt the superiority which the attention he had 
devoted to these lectures gave him. 

A circumstance occurred about this period, 
which threatened the most serious consequences to 
Astley Cooper. Notwithstanding his long-conti- 
nued labours in the dissecting-room, (the source of 
serious ilhleas or untimely destruction to not a few,) 
and hie incessant pursuit of knowledge at the bed- 
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side of the sick and elsewhere, he had hitherto 
neither suffered injury, nor had his health become 
impaired. But in the spring of this year, 1787, he 
experienced a severe attack of illness, in consequence 
of a visit which he paid, according to his father's 
wishes, to a prisoner in Newgate, of the name of 
Benjamin Gregson. The history of this person was 
not a little remarkable, and from the circumstance 
alluded to, may be worth recording. 

In December, 1785, while engaged with a book- 
seller in London, Gregson had given a forged bill 
of acceptance, in part payment of a debt for 
jewellery, to a watch-maker. Being accused of the 
forgery, he suddenly quitted his engagements, and 
immediately afterwards appeared in Yarmouth in 
the character of an independent gentleman, where 
he soon, by means of his prepossessing exterior and 
easy address, as well as his expensive style of living, 
contrived to be admitted to the best society of the 
town. Among other houses, he became a frequent 
visitor at the parsonage, not only at the public 
entertainments, given every week by Dr. Cooper, 
but also at his private parties, which, from the 
social habits of the doctor, were of frequent occur- 
rence. 

One evening, however, Gregson, while engaged 
in dancing with a lady, at one of the select assem- 
blies, to the astonishment of all present, was sud- 
denly apprehended, and compiitted to Yarmouth 
gaol. Here he displayed a singult^rly wanton 
indifference to the degradation of his situation, 
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by various ^extravagances of conduct, such as put- 
ting himself to considerable pains to get his iron 
fetters polished, which at last he succeeded in 
having done for him. This conduct might have 
been for the purpose of diverting the attention of 
his keepers; for after a short time, having succeeded 
in making a favourable impression on the daughter 
of the gaoler, who occasionally assisted her father in 
his duties, he obtained certain keys, through her 
means, and one night effected his escape*. Going 
into one of the fishermen's huts, he obtained a com* 
plete suit of their attire, and in this disguise, with a 
pipe in his mouth, walked in the market-place, in 
the midst of a large crowd, with whom he was at 
the very time one of the chief subjects of conver- 
sation. 

From Yarmouth he easily got over to Holland; 
thence he sailed to Russia, and from Russia he went 
to France, where he formed an illicit intimacy with 
a married lady residing at Paris. This affair being 
discovered, the lady was removed to London, and 
the reckless Gregson following, was arrested, in 
consequence of information given by the husband, 
who had found means of becoming acquainted with 
his history before quitting Paris. Gregson received 
sentence of death at the Old Bailey, on the 18th of 
April, 1787. However, on the 15th of May follow- 
ing, he found means again to make his escape, his 

* The letter of Mrs. Cooper to her son Astley, at the com- 
inencement of this chapter, alludes to the circumstance of this 
escape. 
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irons, which he had sawed off in the night, being 
found in his cell, and his prison dress in a private 
part of the building, where he had, in all probability, 
been furnished with a change of apparel. He was 
subsequently again taken, and then underwent the 
sentence of the law. 

It was prior to Gregson's escape from Newgate, 
and while under sentence of death, that Astley 
Cooper visited him. The prisoner was at the time 
labouring under an attack of an infectious fever, 
which, owing to the regulations of that period, was 
much more prevalent in places of confinement than 
at the present day. One evening after visiting him, 
Astley made complaints of feeling unwell, and in 
a short time afterwards, all the distressing symptoms 
of the disorder manifested themselves. The attack 
proved to be very dangerous, owing perhaps to 
his constitution having been weakened by his 
close application during the past' winter: it is well 
known also that hospital students are much less 
able to withstand or sustain disease towards the 
conclusion of a session than at its commencement. 
Had it not been for the unremitting kindness and 
attention of Mr. Cline and his family, there is every 
reason to believe that this attack would have been 
fatal. He became convalescent, however, but it was 
not until he had for some time breathed the pure 
and bracing air of his native county, and enjoyed 
the society of his family, that he was finally restored 
to health. 

Having paid a visit for this purpose to Yar- 
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mouth, in the autumn of the year, be returned to 
London, preparatory to passing the following winter 
in Edinburgh, which his agreement with Mr. Cline 
permitted him to do. A letter from his mother, 
sent shortly after his return to London, exhibits 
the kindly feelings which his amiable disposition 
and industry had excited among his friends and 
relations. 

ti¥k # * ¥k I am quite happy to find that 
you feel more attached to your fltmily after being in 
a more intimate intercourse with every part of it, 
and I can most truly affirm that a similar effect has 
been in us toward you — ^may we be ever united in 
the firmest and in an increasing affection for each 
other! May the tenderness of the friend be ever 
blended with the attentions of the parent, and may 
every wish of our children's hearts be communicated 
that they may, if within parental power, be grati- 
fied. 

"Heaven bless you, my dearest Astley, with 
health, every enjoyment, and every improvement, in 
the excursion you are about to undertake. Let us 
have a letter, as soon as you can find leisure, after 
your arrival. We will not tax your most obliging 
disposition with too frequent expectations of letters. 
When opportunity and inclination concur, we shall 
be happy in receiving assurances of your health and 
information of your proceedings. * * * ♦ ♦ 
But let me not be continually fatiguing you with 
advice. My heart prompts every tender expression. 
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and anxiously prays for your happiness. I admire, 
I love your exquisite tenderness of disposition. May 
it ever be regulated by duty ! God Almighty bless 
and preserve you, my dear dear Astley, is the fer- 
vent supplication of 

" Your ever tenderly affectionate Mother, 
" October IQth, 1787. " M. S. Cooper. 

'' Your dear father will write : I will therefore 
only beg you to remember the books he wished you 
to return, especially Watson's Horace. I inclose 
your bills, and four notes of ten pounds each ; three 
of them on the Norwich Bank, the other on the 
Bank of England." 
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CHAPTER IX- 

AsTLBY Cooper tisits Edinburgh under favourable 
Auspices. Sketches of the Leading Professional 
Characters in Edinburgh at that Time. Dr. Gre- 
gory. Dr. Black. Dr. Hamilton. Mr. Fypb. Dr. 
Rutherford. Industry of Astley Cooper. Royal 
Medical Society. Elected President of a Society op 
Students. Sir Astley Cooper's Recollections of this 
Period. Professional Advantages of this Visit. 
Astley Cooper's Tour through the Highlands. Pe- 
cuniary Difficulties on his return Home. Anecdote. 

Allusion has already been made, in a previous 
chapter, to a clause in the indentures of Astley 
Cooper, entitling him to spend one session in Edin- 
burgh. Of this permission he determined to avail 
himself during the winter of the year 1787, and 
accordingly, towards the latter end of the month of 
October, he took his departure from London for the 
North. 

As he was little more than nineteen years of 
age, in the enjoyment of full strength and health, 
eager for instruction, provided with the means of 
gratifying the desire, and already possessing a greater 
amount of information than probably could be found 
in any other person of the same age ; scarcely any 
circumstances could have enhanced the gratifica- 
tions he anticipated from this visit. He carried with 
him letters of introduction to the most eminent 
men in Edinburgh, not only in his own profession, 
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but also in the sister sciences; including, among 
others, Adam Smith, who had been lately elected 
Lord Rector of the University, Dr. Gregory, Mac* 
kenzie the Man of Feeling, Mr. Machonochee after- 
wards Lord Meadowbank, Charles Hope, and Dr. 
Black ; to all of whom he was mentioned with much 
kindness by Mr. Beaufoy, at that time M.P. for 
Yarmouth. Some brief but pithy remarks on some 
of these persons, which occur among his memoranda, 
I shall notice hereafter. 

In the course of his journey to Edinburgh, he 
made a stay in Staffordshire for the purpose of 
examining the potteries, which he visited imder 
very advantageous circumstances, having an intro- 
duction to Mr. Wedgwood, from his niece, Mrs. 
Holland, the wife of the gentleman whose name has 
already appeared in these Memoirs. Thence he 
proceeded into Cheshire, and stayed several days at 
the house of his friend Mr. Holland, at Knutsford, 
in whose company he afterwards went to Man- 
chester, and examined various factories. Mr. Hol- 
land relates that Sir Astley at this period took 
much interest in everything relating to the arts and 
manufactures. 

From this time until his arrival in Edinburgh 
we can trace nothing worthy of relation. Having 
presented his letters of introduction, he without loss 
of time engaged himself in the object of his journey, 
and in order to carry it out in the most effective 
manner, hired a lodging close to the principal 
scene of his studies; not, however, of the most 
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expensive character, as appears by the following 
extract. This remark occurs among some notes made 
by Sir Astley, during an excursion into the North, 
in company with Lady Cooper, in th^ year 1837. 
It is, unfortunately, the only one which alludes to 
this period. 

" August 30th. Walked out to the college, and 
to Bristow Street, atid saw the infirmary. Saw my 
lodging, No. 6, in Bristow Street ; walked up into 
my room^ where I spent six shillings and sixpence 
per week in lodging; dining in Buccleugh Place 
with Mrs. Mackintosh at one shilling per diem." 

The diligence and zeal with which he sought 
information, and the intelligence he manifested on 
various occasions, soon attracted the notice of the 
professors, and gained for him as distinguished a 
place in their esteem and favour, as he had already 
acquired among the preceptors whom he had lately 
left. It may be interesting to the reader to have 
some brief sketches of these gentlemen, — with most 
of whom, in 1815 and 1816, 1 myself was personally 
acquainted, — mol'e especially as Sir Astley used to 
attach much importance to the information he de- 
rived both from their private and public instruction. 

Dr. Gregory^ to whom Sir Astley Cooper ever 
afterwards expressed himself indebted for much 
information and kindness, was a large uncouth man, 
and appeared to me to bear a greater resem-^ 
blance, both in manner and appearance, to the 
description given of Dr. Johnson than any one 
I ever saw. As a lecturer, he was powerful and 
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eloquent, and always commanded respect; but he 
ivas often very diffiise, entering into the history of 
diseases with a prolixity which rendered him tedious 
to his audience. Thus, when upon the subject of 
fever^ he would commence from the earliest account 
of the disease, — ^giving the opinions of the ancients 
upon it, with their treatment, — and so descend gra- 
dually to his own times. His concluding remarks, 
however, always contained most valuable practical 
information. 

Although of a forgiving disposition, he was 
occasionally very violent, and once gave a brother 
professor a severe thrashing with a stick which he 
always carried with him. This transaction afterwards 
became the subject of a legal action. 

Notwithstanding his rough exterior and appa- 
rent harshness, Dr. Gregory possessed a heart which 
was at once kindled into the tenderest emotions 
at the recital of a tale of woe, and his hand was 
ever ready to alleviate the distresses he commi- 
serated. I had the opportunity of becoming 
acquainted with several circumstances, which for- 
cibly tended to illustrate these points in his cha- 
racter. I remember tlie following: — It was the 
custom, some years since, for each professor to 
receive at his own house the fees from the new 
pupils for their attendance on the lectures. One 
day Dr. Gregory, thus engaged, had used all his 
blank tickets, and was obliged to go into an adjoining 
apartment, to procure another for a student whom 
he left sitting in his consulting-room. The accumu- 
VOL. I. M 
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lated money which he had received was lymg on the 
table, and from this sum, as he was re-entering the 
room, he saw the young man, with one hand sweep 
a portion into the other, and then deposit it in 
his pocket. Dr. Gregoiy took his seat at the table, 
and, as if nothing had occurred, filled up the ticket, 
and gave it to the delinquent. He then accompa- 
nied him to the door, and when at the threshhold, 
with much emotion, said to him, " I saw what yon 
did just now ; keep the money, I know what must 
be your distress; but for God's sake noTer do it 
again, it can nerer succeed.*' The pupil in vain 
offered him back the money; and the doctor had 
the satisfaction of knowing that this moral lesson 
produced the desired impression on his mind, and 
rooted out from it that tendency to iniquity, which 
but for this timely and Christian-like conduct on his 
part might have increased and proved the young 
man's ruin. 

At another time, having seen a poor pupil and 
iFellow-countryman, who was sinking in the last 
stage of typhus fever, he said to him among other 
• things, — "You must have generous diet — ^jellies, 
good soup, and wine — your liiFe depends upon it.*' 
The young man, turning his glazed eye upon him, 
faintly replied, — "Sir, I have not five shillings a 
week to spend in food ; how do you think I am to 
get such things ?** Dr. Gregory's eyes were instantly 
suffused with tears, and, shaking the young man*s 
hand, without making any further remark, he left 
the room. I need hardly say, that from that time 
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the patient was fiilly inpplied with all he needed. 
He ttltimatel3r recovered, and betsame a highly Bvuy- 
eefisful pmetitioner in his native countrj. 

In profegsional mattera Dr. Gregory ali^ays 
e:shibited a degree of liberality highly creditia.ble to 
his character* He once gave a professional col- 
league, not fiunous for this quality, a scnrere lesson. 
He had called to see a young man, a student at the 
college, who had been for some time under the care 
of the professor alluded to, but was not receiving 
much benefit from his attendance. Dr. Gregory, 
having concluded the object of his visit, was about 
to depart, when the pupil presented him with a fee. 
Much offended at the indignity thus offered him, 
although unintentionally. Dr. Gregory asked the stu- 
dent to explain himself, f6r he didn't understand 
him. The young man at once perceiving his error, 
begged his pardon, and in extenuation mentioned 
that Dr. had always taken his fee. ^^ Oh! he has, 
has he ?" — ^replied Dr. Gregory—** ask him to itneet 
me in consultation to-morrow; and then offer him a 
fee : or stay — offer me the fee first." The consul- 
tation was accordingly arranged; and, being con- 
cluded, the patient, as desired, offered Dr. Gregory 
his fee : who, as if swelling with indignation, imme- 
diately called out — ** Do you mean to insult tne» 
sir ? Are we cannibals that we should live upon one 
Wother ? Is there a professor, do you think, in this 
university who would so fer degrade himself as to 
take payment from one of his own brotherhood, and 
a junior too ?** Then, his anger apparently relaxing^ 
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he shook him by the hand, and, begging him not to 
do it again, left the room with his colleague. 
Before he went out, however, the student offered 
Dr, his fee, as usual ; but he, evidently con- 
fused, in a hurried manner stammered out an awk- 
ward refusal- Within a few hours after this meeting 
the pupil received back the full amount of the 
fees which he had paid during his illness ; nor would 
the professor ever afterwards accept another from 
him. 

Sir Astley occasionally attended Dr. Black's lec- 
tures. He was professor of chemistry; had long 
since rendered himself famous for his discoveries in 
that science ; and was then one of the first of those 
upon whom the celebrity of the Edinburgh school 
rested. Dugald Stewart Sir Astley appears to have 
known; but it is uncertain whether he attended 
him in the lecture-room. He was professor of moral 
philosophy. The histories of these gentlemen are 
sufficiently well known. 

Dr. Hamilton was one of the physicians to the 
infirmary ; but in my time he had retired from the 
active duties of this office, and was acting as con- 
sulting physician. He was a short little man, very 
popular as a teacher, and eccentric in his habits. 
His antipathy to breathing confined air was remark- 
able. In the coldest weather he never sat in his 
carriage with the windows closed ; and when very 
cold, for he never wore an upper coat, he would get 
out and walk before it until his circulation was 
sufficiently restored. Tn visiting a patient with a 
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professional friend, if the latter objected to the 
windows being open, he invariably left his carriage, 
and, while his friend remained inside, would himself 
proceed on foot to the patient's house. He was 
accustomed to dress in knee-breeches; and, with 
his large buckles, his powdered hair, pigtail, and 
cocked hat — a style of dress which he never changed 
— ^presented a tout ensemble not a little curious, and 
which gave rise to various soubriquets by which he 
was familiarly known among his friends and ac- 
quaintance. Accoutred as above described, he used 
to enter the infirmary, and, walking deliberately up 
to a certain part of the room, hang his hat upon 
a peg which he had been known to use for the 
last fifty years : any one else, indeed, would have 
as soon thought of entering the Doctor's house and 
using his library, uninvited, as appropriating this 
peg to himself. Thence, if the weather were cold, 
he would proceed to the fire-place, and, holding his 
hands (which had never known the use of gloves) 
over, not before, the fire, used to say, with all the 
earnestness and satisfaction, as if he were saying it 
for the first time, " Heat always ascends, gentlemen; 
it's no use showing your fingers to the bars, as some 
people do. It's the fault of their not remembering 
that heat always ascends, gentlemen." In a short 
time the appearance of his hands would sufiiciently 
prove that smoke, as well as heat, ascends; but a 
little rubbing on his black breeches very easily and 
8atisfactorily removed this, and he would then pro- 
ceed to business. 
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Mr. Fyfe was a tall thin man, and one of the 
most ungainly lecturers I ever knew. He had been 
asmstant to Dr. Munro^ and by hard study, and di»* 
secting for the dootor's lectures, became an excellent 
anatomist. Sir Astley used to mimic very admi^ 
rably the (twkward style of delivery and primitive 
habits which distinguished Mr. Fyfe in the lecture^ 
room, even when he was in Edinburgh, and inva- 
riably eitcited much laughter. Mr. Fyfe published 
a work on anatomy in four volumes, mA, rather 
oddly, imposed the task of colouring the plates^ 
which were numerous, on his wife and daughters. 
His son was very fond of chemistry, and assisted 
Dr. Hope In the laboratory; but he died young: 
an event which so afflicted his father, as materially 
to hasten his decease. 

Dr. Rutherford was the professor of botany, but 
was always esteemed a better morbid anatomist than 
botanist. His diagnosis of disease was excellent. 
He carried his abhorrence to the practice of bleed-^ 
ing to an extraordinary extent, and whenever I, 
who was for some time his clinical clerk, had during 
his absence used the lancet, on telling him of the 
circumstance, it appeared to cause him the most 
painful distress imaginable. He used to think that 
the same effect might always be ensured by the 
use of medicines. He was well versed in literature, 
both aiioient and modem; and notwithstanding a 
certain imbecility of manner and countenance, pos^ 
sessed an abundant share of good common sense. 

Such were the principal persons connected with 
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the medical professioD, with whom Astley Cooper was 
associated in Edinburgh, and wider whose superinten- 
dence, for seven months, he prosecuted his studies 
with unabated ardour. Their views and practice 
could but be highly beneficial to him; for when 
compared with the practice and doctrines to which 
he had been accustomed in London, the differ- 
ence between them must have enabled a mind, 
so acute and penetrating as his, to collect a 
variety of new ideas and valuable information; 
while the treatment he witnessed at the bedside, and 
the operations in the theatre, must also have fur- 
nished him with a store of facts which his ingenuity 
and ready powers of application would not omit to 
call to his assistance afterwards, in the course of his 
professional career* 

He himself appreciated the advantages thus 
opened to him, and did not omit to seize every 
opportunity which occurred of making use of them. 
Not only did he, with the most exemplary perseve- 
rance and industry, listen to the instructions of his 
teachers in the lecture-room, and compare them 
with their practice in the wards; but at hours, which 
were hours of leisure or amusement to others, still 
employed his thoughts in the same pursuits, and 
equally in private as in public devoted himself to 
the acquisition of knowledge and professional infor- 
mation. The introductions he brought with him 
from home, at once opened to him the notice of his 
superiors ; but it was his diligence and attention, his 
superior abilities and information, which gained and 
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secured to him the honour of their continued appro- 
bation and friendship. 

He was a constant attendant at the debates of 
the Royal Medical Society, and so much distin- 
guished himself in the discussions, that he, at his 
departure from Edinburgh, was offered the prefd- 
dency if he would return, — an event, however, which 
never took place. Here it was that his excellent 
knowledge of anatomy, acquired under Mr. Cline, 
and the instruction he had derived from the lec- 
tures of Mr, John Hunter, proved themselves of 
such advantage to him, — ^the confidence derived 
from the one source, and the novelty and justice of 
his ideas from the other, always securing to him 
the respect and attention of the members whenever 
he addressed them. To these circumstances he him-. 
self invariably attributed the favourable hearing his 
remarks obtained among them*. 

I have heard my uncle, in adverting to his 
attendance at this Society, mention a witty retort 

* In reply to on inquiry whether my uncle read any treatise 
before this Society, Dr. Newbigging has favoured me with the 
following notes : — 

" Sir A. J^, Cooper was elected an ordinary member of the 
Royal Medical Society on the Ist Dec, 1 787- He does not 
appear to have read any Essay before the Society, as no record 
is kept of such a paper among the other essays and dissertations 
of the Society, although the records have been carefully searched 
for the years immediately succeeding the date of his first 
election, as well as the index of authors names up to 1820, and 
also Stroud's History of the Society. It is therefore probable 
that he did not read a paper before the Society, his attendance 
-^t having been sufficiently long for his turn to have arrived." 
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which occurred in a discusBion at one of its meet* 
ings between two young surgeons, one an Irishman, 
the other a Scotchman. The former maintained 
that cancer never occurred in women who had borne 
children. The young Scotchman Tehemently op- 
posed this doctrine, and mentioned the case of a 
lady who had twice had twins, and yet had cancer 
afterwards. To this apparently conclusive evidence, 
the Irishman immediately replied, "Ah, by my 
soul, but don't you know that's an exception to the 
general rule, — where's the wonder in Cancer follow- 
ing Gemini ? — ^it always does." 

Nor was it with his superiors only he was thus 
a favourite in Edinburgh : the same popularity and 
reputation which, among his cotemporaries, had dis- 
tinguished him in London equally and at once dis- 
tinguished him among his fellowHstudents here. 
In proportion as he became familiar with them they 
became delighted with his frank generosity of dis- 
position ; and thus it was not long before he held a 
place in their affections, similar to that which 
his superior attainments, upright character, and 
conduct, at once gained for him in their esteem. 
The confidence which was placed in him in nothing 
appears more, than in his being chosen President of 
a Society, which was formed among them to protect 
their rights against certain imagined usurpations on 
the part of the professors. This Society met at 
Archer's Hall. 

He was also a member of the Speculative Society, 
to which he was introduced by Chains Hope (since 
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Lord.Predident of the UniTersity), and a paper 
which he read on the Berkelian Theory of the non* 
ezigtence of matter, maintaining its doctrine0» ha9 
been remembered,, chiefly from a neat and witty 
compliment which it called forth, partly perhaps as 
a reproof^ from a Mr. Wyld, the President of the 
Bociety, who, on summing up the debate, said ; — * 
^^ But Mr. Cooper has himself preyed the falsehood 
of his doctrine, for , there was much good matter in 
his own paper." 

Through the kindness of Professor Alison I have 
been enabled to procure the following entries from 
the books of this Society:— 

^ Aatley P. Cooper wss »dmitted » membet of the SpeeukiiYe 
Society on 4th December, 1787.— 12th February, 1788, ' Mr. 
Cooper rend an Essay denying the existence of matter/ 

<* 18th March, 1788, took part in the debate, « Has Great 
Britain derived any benefit from her territorial possessions in the 
East Indies? ' which was carried in the afflnnative. 

*' 25th March, 1788, opoQed debate, ^ Is man a free a^^ent? 
and was teller for the noe$; carried in affirmative by casting vote. 

^^ 15th April, 1788, absent after this date, having left Edin- 
burgh." 

It is much to be regretted that Sir Astley did 
not make any notes during this period; the brief 
memoranda which he has since written, and to which 
we have already alluded, are the following: — 

" Adam Smith was good-natured, simple-minded, 
unaffected, and fond of young people. 

" Mackenzie I saw little of. 

"Gregory's lectures on clinical medicine were 
admirable, yet he thought most highly of his physi- 
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ology, on which he enlarged in his evening lecture 
on therapeutics. Haying on one occasion been con-, 
fined to mj room bj illness, I expressed mj regret 
to Dr. Gregory at losing his clinical reports, but 
he said, *Sir, that > does not signify, but you haVQ 
lost my therapeutics.* 

** Black said, • Sir, you will speak to me after 
lecture if you do not understand anything. Have 
you fixed upon a tailor or a shoemaker? I <3an 
recoinmend you to one and the other;' but seeing 
be might carry his furnaces in his shoes, and that 
his coat was probably like that worn by Noah uk 
the ark, I thankfully declined. He was a kind easy 
mail. He used to lecture from his notes made on 
little scraps of paper, in a most unaffected style. 

^^Lord Meadowbank was a diarp man, some- 
thing like WoUaston. 

*^ Charles Hope was a man of reading, a gentle- 
man, and dignified, and very eloquent* 

♦* Old M grunted like a pig. He was a 

tolerable lecturer, possessed a full knowledge of hi9 
subject, had much sagacity in practice, was laudably 
zealous, but was much given to self and to the abuse 
of others. I gave him two instruments, Cline's 
gorget, and an instrument for scratching the capsule 
of the lens, and the next day he said, ^ Gentlemen, 
Mr. Cooper has given me two instruments, one for 
scratching the capsule of the lens, which may be 
useftil: the other, a cutting gorget, and it is curious 
I myself ijjveiited this verjr instrument twenty years 
ago.' 
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*^ Fyfe I attended, and learned much from him* 
He was a horrid lecturer, but an industrious worthy 
man, and good practical anatomist. His lecture 
was, * I say — eh, eh, eh, gentlemen; eh, eh, eh, gen^ 
tlemen— I say, &c.;" whilst the tallow from a naked 
candle he held in his hand ran oyer the back of it 
and over his clothes : — but his drawings and depic- 
tions were well made and very useful. 

^' I was glad I went to Edinburgh, because I learned 
that distance enhances the character of men beyond 
their deserts. CuUen and Black and Dugald Stewart, 
however, were great men, and being near them did 
not diminish the importance I had been led to 
attach to them from their public character. Dugald 
Stewart was beyond my power of appreciation, — 
metaphysics were foreign to my mind, which was 
never captivated by speculation; — ^but Dr. Black's 
lectures were clear, and I knew enough of the 
subjects he treated upon to understand them. Never 
shall I forget the veneration with which I viewed 
CuUen ; he was then an old man ; physic may have 
much improved since his time, but if Hippocrates 
was its father, Cullen was its favoured son." 

I have always heard my uncle. Sir Astley, refer 
in conversation to the seven months he spent in 
Edinburgh, as one of the most agreeable periods in 
his life; not only on account of the facilities which 
were afforded to him in his studies by the various 
professors, but also from the many happy hours 
which he spent in the social parties of those among 
them whom he visited. He always spoke of theEdin- 
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burgh ladies with the highest encomiums; and used 
to maintain that they possessed an affiibility and 
simplicity of manners which he had not often found 
elsewhere^ in conjunction with the superior intellec- 
tual attainments which at the same time generally 
distinguished them. 

It seemed that in Edinburgh Sir Astley, for the 
first time, discovered the real extent of his profes- 
sional knowledge, and became satisfied of the sub- 
stantial progress he had made in the science of sur- 
gery. In this city he first became aware of the pecu- 
liar tact he had acquired from the superior diagnostic 
powers of his master, Cline, by means of which he 
was enabled to understand the nature of the cases 
as they were brought into the infirmary, with a 
facility which distinguished him from all the other 
students of the same age. He at the same time 
became acquainted with the points of superiority 
which distinguished the metropolitan hospitals from 
the smaller surgical school of Edinburgh. Indeed, at 
that time, as at the present moment it may perhaps 
be allowed, surgery was not considered in the 
North as by any means so important a part of me- 
dical science as it is now ; and thus Astley Cooper 
had his ambition fed by being frequently applied to 
by the house-surgeon and pupils for his opinion, 
when difiicult cases were brought into the institu- 
tion : for the practical remarks which his previous 
studies and experience enabled him to make, were 
sought after, as more instructive and useful than 
the theoretical views which were wont to be given 
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by the professors. The superiority of which tliis 
rendered him conscious, excited him to take so 
much interest, and to pay such attention to the 
cases, that lie constantly watched them from their 
commencement to their termination, and thus was 
enabled, either to verify the accuracy of his judg- 
ment, or, if in error, to discover the source of his 
misconception. 

Here it was, I have heard him say, that he first 
planned a mode of examining cases of disease, 
which led to the surest and safest mode of forming 
a just diagnosis, — a power which he ever afterwards 
retained, and which, from the extensive and benefi- 
cial use he made of it, became a most conspicuous 
feature in his professional greatness. The medical 
department of the University of Edinburgh was 
always remarkable for the order of its scholastic 
an*angements, so that a student, who might be in 
difficulty respecting his proper course of study, could 
here acquire the system best adapted to the ful- 
filment of his object. This order was of the greatest 
importance to Sir Astley Cooper, and gave him not 
only a facility for acquiring fresh knowledge, but also 
stamped a value on the information he already pos- 
sessed, but which, from its previous want of arrange- 
ment, was scarcely ever in a state to be applied to 
its full and appropriate use. The correction of 
this fault, which gave him afterwards his well- 
known facility of using for each particular case that 
came before him, all his knowledge and experience 
that in any way could be brought to bear upon it, 
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Sir Ajtlcy always attributed to the school of £din<* 
burgh. If this adyautage only had been gained, the 
seven months spent in that city -were, indeed, well 
bestowed. 

After he had finished his course of study, and 
the session had ended, he determined to pay a Tisit 
to the Highlands; and business being discharged 
from his mind, he seemed resolved to enjoy fiiliy his 
projected tour* He purchased two horses, hired a 
servant, and then commenced his journey not only 
propitiously, from the gratification of having per^ 
formed his duties in Edinburgh so diligently, but 
also with a degree of comfort and style cons^iant 
with the condition in which he had been brought up 
as a boy, but which we found him so willing to 
forego when employed in the study of his profi^ision. 
I have heard him d^cribe the unalloyed delight 
with which he left the confinement of the capital, 
to enter into the wild beauties of the mbuntaia 
scenery. It seemed as if the whole world were 
before him, and that there were no limits to the 
extent of his range. 

Astley Cooper made this tour without a com- 
panion; an objectionable plan, for continued soli- 
tude leads the mind rather to reflections on itself 
than upon the surrounding objects, hovrever beauti- 
ful they may l)e. He has left scarcely a sin^e 
remark concerning it, and none of thiose observa- 
tions, or little sketches of striking objects which, at 
subsequent periods when travelling, he was always 
accustomed to make in his note-book, and which, 
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although roughly drawn by an untaught hand, are 
occasionally singularly descriptive. His notice of 
this journey comprehends nothing more than the 
mere names of the places through which he passed : 
but from this we ieam that it was a lengthened 
tour, as he extended his visit to the Western Isles. 
As, however, they have since been visited by all 
travellers to the North, and their beauties and pecu- 
liarities fully described, we lose nothing as far as 
regards the country through which he passed; but 
it would have been undoubtedly interesting to have 
had some record of the impressions made on his 
mind by the various and novel scenes he witnessed, 
and which at that time had been but little visited 
by tourists. 

In his notes of later tours, he has not only 
entered largely into the beauties of the scenery, but 
has also noticed the nature of the soil, the peculiar 
agricultural uses to which it could be suitably 
applied, the kind of agricultural implements in use: — 
in short, scarcely a single subject seems to escape 
his observation. Not unfrequently he would sketch 
with his pen any peculiarity of architecture, or even 
dress, that attracted his attention. 

But perhaps more than any other object, always 
excepting those which in any way related to pro- 
fessional pursuits, the various modes of farming 
attracted his attention while travelling. I have 
myself, while on professional journeys with Sir 
Astley, after perhaps half an hour's silence, or quiet 
conversation on some topic of professional interest, 
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started at liis loud and vehement expression of con- 
tempt on seeing perhaps a man ploughing with 
three horses in a length. "Now look there!" he 
would passionately say; "see that fool; — why, he 
could do twice the work in a soil like that with two 
horses abreast;" and if the ploughman were near 
enough to hear him from the road, he would inquire 
of him his reason for such a mode of proceeding, and 
point out to him its inutility. " Don't you see that 
one man," he would say to him, " is sufficient with a 
pair of horses, while with three you must have a 
boy as well as the man; besides your loss, both of 
time and ground, in turning?" And then he would 
probably receive the answer so often given to sug- 
gestions of this sort, " Why, sir, we always have 
done it so;" the expression of the man's countenance, 
at the same time, pourtraying about as much sense 
and argument as his answer. But this would riot 
prevent Sir Astley from again following the same 
course, when some other similar occasion arose. 

The apparent incongruity in the circumstances 
of his living in a room at a rent of six shillings and 
sixpence per week in Edinburgh, and afterwards 
travelling through the Highlands on horseback, with 
a servant, will not appear remarkable to those who 
are familiar with the habits of medical students, 
while attending lectures. Although their accus- 
tomed mode of living at home be of ever so superior 
an order, and their means competent, yet we know 
nothing is of more frequent occurrence than for 
them, while engaged in study, to be residing in 
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small, obscurely-placed apartments: the contiguity 
of these to the hospital or college being considered 
to outweigh better accommodation, the advantages 
of which their constant occupation from home would 
seldom permit them to use. To their convenient 
situation with regard to the Infirmary, and to a 
desire for seclusion, we must attribute the selection 
of these lodgings by Astley Cooper, more than to 
motives of economy; a quality, for the possession 
of which Sir Astley as a young man was never 
very remarkable. His liberality, indeed, appears to 
have been not merely great, but to have often 
bordered on extravagance; while his neglect of 
proper arrangement between his means and expen- 
diture, occasionally led him into situations of no 
little temporary inconvenience. A difficulty of this 
nature happened to him towards the conclusion 
of this tour ; for, when in the north of England, on 
his way home, he suddenly found himself without 
the pecuniary means of proceeding, and in order to 
sufficiently recruit his exhausted treasury, he was 
obliged not only to sell one of bis horses and dis- 
charge his servant, but even to pawn his watch, 
before he arrived at home. I have often heard him 
mention this fact ; and he relates the circumstance 
among the memoranda which we have so often quoted, 
but without any comment. 

Mrs. Keeling, my wife's mother, informs me, 
that Sir Astley was one day speaking to her of 
this embarrassment, when he remarked, that it was 
in a great measure attributable to an entertainment. 
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— ^inconsiderately expensive, — which he had given 
before leaving Edinburgh, to his friends and ac- 
qualntatice in that city. He also stated to her, 
thttt the Impression made on his tnind by all the 
oii;cuMstanees of the affair, had been such, as pre- 
texted him ever again getting into similar diffi- 
culties. 

Mr. Holland has related to me an occurrence, 
which took place In the winter previous to Astley 
CoOper*s visit to Edinburgh, which farther exemplifies 
the perhaps injudicious generosity of his disposition, 
and his want of economical ideas at that time. " He 
and I," said Mr. Holland, " once made an equestrian 
excursion together to Richmond, Hampton Court, 
Twickenham, &c., returning on the north side of the 
river to town. When the owner of the horses called 
for payment, he charged us each half a guinea. Your 
uncle insisted that this was too low a charge, and 
that" he ought to have much more. I argued that 
as the man who let us the horses knew the extent 
of our ride, and we had brought them back with 
every evidence of good usage, and as he ought to be 
the best judge of what was a fair remuneration, 
there could be no reason for our giving him more 
than he demanded. This did not satisfy my friend, 
who persisted in making an addition to the sum 
charged." But many similar instances of generosity 
of feeling will have to be noticed in the course of 
this history. 

Having at length become somewhat surfeited, 
even with the interest inseparable from visiting 
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strange and wild scenery; beginning also to be 
tired of the leisure, and even idleness, compared 
with the severe application to which his mind had 
been lately subjected ; and perhaps also, somewhat 
depressed, from the expenditure, not only of all 
his ready money, but also of that, to obtain which 
he had been obliged to make personal sacrifices ; — • 
Astley bent his steps homewards, with an anxious 
desire to resume his studies in London, and to prove 
to his kind preceptor, Mr. Cline, that he had not 
lost in idleness the time which he had spent away 
from him. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Extracts from Sir Astlby Cooper's Memoranda. Dr. 
Ash. Mr. Sbrapnell. Dr. Newell. Professor Cole- 
man's INTIMACY WITH SiR ASTLEY CoOPER. MeMOIR OF 
HIM, FOUND IN SiR AsTLEY CoOPER*8 HAND -WRITING. Mh. 

Coleman's estimation of Sir Astley Cooper. IIis offi- 
cial Usefulness. Mr. Coleman's peculiar Opinions. 
His Death« 

Astley Cooper arrived in London from his 
Northern tour towards tlie conclusion of the autumn 
of 1788, prior to the commencement of the winter 
session. He was in every respect improved by his 
journey ; in health, professional knowledge, and ge- 
neral information. We find the following allusions 
to this period in his memoranda: — 

" When I returned to London I found that I 
had learned much during my absence, and in seek- 
ing the sources, from which I had derived most 
information, Dr. Ash, Gregory, and Fyfe, seemed 
specially to claim my gratitude. Big with my own 
importance, I became presumptuous; but was soon 
taken down by Newell, afterwards of Cheltenham; 
Shrapnell of Berkeley; and others in the Physical 
Society* 

" About this time Coleman and Taylor were 
added to Mr. Cline's party, and now I acquired 
knowledge really. I was a better anatomist than 
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Coleman, — he was a better theorist than I; and 
Ave made tlie experiments together, which were 
published in his work on Respiration. This was 
begun in the idea, that mechanical obstraction in 
the lungs was the cause of death in drowning, and 
hanging; but as he went on, he was obliged to add 
the want of change in the blood. A multitude of 
experiments were made, some of which proved 
curious. * * » * 

" Taylor was a clever fellow, but entirely a man 
of pleasure, and hated our dirty experimentet, as 
he was a neat methodical man, and much sought by 
the ladies of the west-end of the town, who used to 
fetch him in their carriages. 

" Coleman and I attended Mr. Hunter together, 
and this was exceedingly improving, as we day by 
day debated alt the way home on his doctrines.'* 

Of Dr. Gregory and Mr. Fyfe, I have already 
spoken in a preceding chapter. 

Dr. Ash was a man of eminent abilities as a 
philosopher and metaphysician, an accomplished 
classic, and among his professional acquaintance, held 
in high reputation as a physician. Sir Astley 
had become acquainted with hini in the autumn of 
1787, during his stay in Edinburgh, when Ash, 
although elected only the winter before, was already 
a conspicuous member of the Royal Medical Society, 
and indeed, before Sir Astley left that city, was 
acting as one of its Presidents. 

Dr. Ash graduated at Oxford, where he afteiv. 
wards held the RadclifFe Professorship for some years. 
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He subsequently removed to Loudon and took up bis 
residence in Argyle-street, but his talents and pro- 
fessional abilities were never justly appreciated by the 
public, and he died in somewhat indigent circum- 
stances, it has been said, broken-hearted. His 
name is now chiefly known from certain improve- 
ments which he effected in the science of voltaic 
electricity*. He had married his cousin, the daugh- 
ter of his uncle, Dr. Ash, a physician of considerable 
eminence in Birmingham, and a cotemporary and 
friend of Dr. Withering. 

Shrapnell and Newell, Astley Cooper's oppo- 
nents at the Physical Society of Guy's Hospital, 
each afterwards became conspicuous ; the latter, as 
an eminent physician at Cheltenham, the former, in 
circumstances of a more private character. 

I was personally acquainted with Mr. Shrapnell, 
having lived with him a month in barracks at Brigh- 
ton, about the year 1807. He was a shrewd, clever 
man, and possessed of as many and varied attain- 
ments as any one with whom I have been acquainted. 
He was a protege of the late Lord Berkeley, with 
whom he lived on terms of the closest intimacy. 
The various scientific pursuits in which he was 
continually engaged, ministered in no small degree 
to the pleasure and entertainment of that nobleman ; 
while his knowledge of chemistry and power of 
applying it to agricultural purposes, became a means 
of essential service in the improvement of his Lord- 

* See Life of Sir Humphry Davy^ by Dr. Paris, 4to. edit, 
p. 141. 
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ship's estate and fanns. He was brought into public 
notice by being connected with the circumstances 
of the marriage of Lord Berkeley. 

Mr. Shrapnell was surgeon to the South Glou- 
cester Militia, which Lord Berkeley commanded 2 but 
he did not allow his military life to interfere with his 
bcientific and literary pursuits. His barrack room 
always i)resented the appearance of st museum, rather 
than that usual to the apartment of a military sur- 
geon, being strewed with black-letter books, draw- 
ings, old MS., medals, fossils, and other articles of 
ve7iu. The collecting of these kept him in a continual 
state of poverty, and I have not unfrequcntly known 
him give all the money in his pocket, at the same 
time perhaps all he had in the world, for a coin or 
a fossil. His son Henry was in every respect the 
counterpart of his father, clever, thoughtless, and 
always in difficulties. He was a most excellent 
draughtsman, and for some few years was engaged 
in making anatomical drawings for me, a selection 
from which he published in illustration of the 
section on osteology, in my work on Anatomy. 

Of Dr. Newell, Sir Astley lost sight soon after 
the period to which the mention of his name in the 
passage we have quoted alludes; for on leaving the 
hospital, he went two or three voyages to India. 
He afterwards settled as a physician at Chelten- 
ham, where, from his gentlemanly deportment and 
independent character, he maintained not only the 
dignified position of a well-accredited physician, 
but lived on terms of friendship with persons of the 
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highest rank, who were in the habit of visiting that 
place of resort. 

Sir Astley Cooper's intimacy with Mr. Coleman, 
the commencement of which is alluded to in the 
paragraph from his memoranda last quoted, ripened 
into the closest friendship, and remained uninter- 
rupted until the period of Mr. Coleman's death. 
Their early acquaintance, and the mutual assistance 
rendered by each to the other in their studies, com- 
bined with the gradual ascent, which they may be 
said to have made pari passu in public and profes- 
sional distinction, no doubt contributed to the long 
continuance of their connexion. Mr. Coleman be- 
came as distinguished in the particular department 
of professional study to which he devoted himself, as 
did Sir Astley in his, and may, indeed, be ranked 
as the man who fii-st raised veterinary surgery to the 
character of a science in this country* 

My uncle has left among his papers a brief 
history of Mr. Coleman, a tribute expressive of 
sentiments, alike honourable to his friend, and to 
himself, as its author. From this I shall subjoin 
some extracts, as I have no doubt they will be 
interesting, inasmuch as they throw a light upon 
the progress and character of a most eminent and 
much-respected public man, of whom at present, I 
believe, no biographical record exists. There can 
be but little doubt also that the enterprising dispo- 
sition of Mr. Coleman exerted an important influ- 
ence on the mind of his friend. The numberless 
experiments undertaken by him at Mr. Cline's, in 
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conjunction with his fellow-pupil, probably served in 
a great measure to confirm the early taste of Astley 
Cooper for physiological research, and perhaps paved 
the way for those subsequent experiments which not 
only proved of such great advantage to him in his 
professional practice, but have contributed to throw 
a lustre around the name of Sir Astley Cooper which 
can never be separated from it. 

^^ Mr. Coleman was bom in the month of June, 
A.D. 1765, in the county of Kent. His father was 
a respectable yeoman in Romney Marsh, and was 
what is there called, one of the Lords of the 
Marsh, there being a peculiar court and laws in that 
district. 

" His son Edward was placed as an apprentice 
to Mr. Kite, a surgeon, of Gravesend, and with him 
remained a period of seven years. Mr. Kite was an 
intelligent man, and had devoted much attention to 
the subject of asphyxia, both by reading and ezpe- 
riment ; and Mr. Coleman thus imbibed an inclina- 
tion to pursue this study, and make it the subject of 
further experiments. 

" In the year 1789, Mr. Coleman came to London, 
was placed under the guidance of Mr. Cline, and 
lived in his family with Mr. Astley Cooper ; with Mr. 
Taylor, who married Lady Lucy Stanhope, and was 
made Comptroller of the Customs by Mr. Pitt; and 
with Dr. Clarke, who, afterwards imbibing habits of 
intemperance, died almost destitute. 

f* Mr. Coleman had no sooner come to Mr. 
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ClineVi than be again engaged himself in studying 
the subject of asphyxia, and be made so many experi- 
ments upon cats and dogs^ and killed such numbers 
of these animals, that a friend of his once declared, 
be had blocked up Houndsditch. These investiga- 
tions led to the composition of an essay on Sus- 
pended Animation, which gained for him the medal 
of the Humane Society. He also subsequently pub- 
lished a book upon the same sul^ject, which procured 
for him a high reputation. 

" Mr. Coleman and Mr. Astley Cooper attended 
John Hunter's lectures, walking together up to 
Leicester Square every evening of their delivery, and 
relieving the tediousness of so long a walk, by dis- 
cussing Mr. Hunter's opinions. Mr. Coleman had 
at this time a curious sympathy between the stomach 
and skin, which manifested itself by his throwing up 
the contents of his stomach, whenever he exposed 
himself to cold air after dinner. No other effect 
followed. 

*<In the year 1791, Mr. Coleman quitted Mr. 
Cline's bouse, but he always kept up a social inters 
course with him and bis family, for all of whom he 
never failed to express bis respect and affectionate 
regard. 

•* He now removed to Fenn Court, Fenchurch 
Street, and began to practice as a surgeon, still 
attending St. Thomases and Guy's Hospitals, and 
dissecting there. 

"About 1792 he became acquainted with Sir 
Wathen Waller, Bart., then Mr. Phipps, one of the 



Digitized by 



Google 



188 LIFE OP SIR ASTLEY COOPEB. 

best oculists this metropolis has produced, and who 
attended the lectures of Mr. Cline. This acquaint- 
ance led him to study carefully the structure of the 
eye, and to make preparations of that organ, both 
human and comparative, and thus he was brought 
to know particularly the peculiarities of the organi- 
zation of the eye of the horse. 

" M. St. Bel dying in the year 1793, Mr. Cole- 
man and Mr. Moorcroft, by the recommendation of 
Mr. Hunter and Mr. Cline, were appointed to the 
professorship at the Veterinaiy College, which M. 
St. Bel had held ; Mr. Moorcroft going soon after 
to the East Indies, Mr. Coleman became sole pro- 
fessor. His acute and active mind was immediately 
devoted to the formation of a good course of lec- 
tures on the Anatomy, Physiology, and Pathology of 
the Horse. 

" Mr. Coleman published a treatise on Shoeing. 
His preceptor, Mr. Cline, who was much attached to 
the study of the horse, and had perused Clarke's work 
on Shoeing, instilled his principles into Mr. Cole- 
man. These, Mr. Coleman expanded, and advocated 
exposing the frog to pressure, leaving the foot in 
other respects much to itself, and therefore he 
advised shoeing with short shoes, and leaving the 
heels exposed. These speculative opinions, how- 
ever, he improved upon, as he proceeded in life, and 
he afterwards saw the necessity of thinning the sole 
and the crust, to allow of the elastic spring of the 
foot. 

" In 1 799, he published his great work upon the 
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Anatomy of the Foot of the Horse, illustrated by 
numerous and excellent plates. This work was com- 
pleted in 1802. It did him great credit, and was of 
much use to the veterinary profession. 

"But his chief excellence was in his general 
physiological views. The effects of a confined atmo- 
sphere in close stables ; the influence of heat and 
cold upon the horse ; the effects of different kinds 
and quantities of food ; the form of the animal best 
constituted for action ; and the uses of the different 
organizations; were the subjects upon which he chiefly 
distinguished himself. 

" In teaching, as well as in the practice of his 
profession, he had the great advantage of being able 
to apply the principles of Mr. Hunter to veterinary 
science, and to give to the veterinary student those 
physiological views, which, even now, are but little 
known out of our own country. 

" His reading was not extensive, and therefore 
his knowledge was in a great degree his own, ex- 
cepting that he had learned human anatomy from 
Mr. Cline, and the principles of physiology and 
surgery from Mr. Hunter, which he always pos- 
sessed a remarkable facility in understanding and 
applying to use. 

" By his scientific researches and mental energies, 
the Veterinary College attained a degree of useful- 
ness and celebrity, which exceeded his most sanguine 
expectations. 

" Under his fostering auspices the progress of 
the veterinary art was such, as to qualify its prac- 
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titioners to hold commissions in the Army : and he 
had himself the honour to be appointed Vrterinary 
Surgeon-General to the British Cavalry, the duties 
of which post he performed with the most laudable 
fldelity, and with such advantage to his country, 
that the number of lives of horses saved by his 
means was Immense. 

** His scientific views and high character, made 
him thought worthy of being elected a Fellow of 
the Royal Society, and of several other scientific 
associations. 

" In society he was a cheerful and delightful com- 
panion, and was on terms of intimacy with Jenner, 
Woodviile, Dr. Cooke, Dr. Wells, Dr. Babington, Mr. 
Abemethy, Dr. Clarke and his brother, Sir Charles 
Clarke, Sir R Chantrey, Sir C. Bell, Sir B. Brodie, 
Mr. J. H. Green, Dr. Bright, Dr. Paris, Dr. Craw- 
ford (the author of the work on Animal Heat), 
and many other choice spirits and intellectual 
persons. Whatever is a man's pursuit in life, it is 
knowledge and moral character which give to him 
his real rank and position ; and in proportion as be 
possesses these, so will he be welcomed in society, 
respected, and beloved. 

" In old age, Mr. Coleman became afflicted with 
the gout; his liver became diseased; his stomach 
weakened ; and he died at the Veterinary College, 
on July the 14th, 188&, in the seventy-third year of 
his age, after a life of great gratification and exten- 
sive usefulnese^ respected by all, and most regretted 
by those who knew him most intimately. 
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" He left behind him three daughters, all mar- 
ried; in whose hearts the fondest and most grateful 
recollection of his parental affection and undeviating 
kindness will be for ever cherished." 

To the possession of similar dispositions and 
tastes alone can we attribute the extreme and 
remarkable degree of friendship, which for so many 
jears existed uninterruptedly between these two 
eminent men. The attachment on the part of Mr. 
Coleman, towards his friend Sir Astley Cooper, was 
no less marked than that, which has been already 
stated to have been felt by Sir Astley for Mr. Cole- 
man. A letter written by Mr. Coleman, at the time 
of the death of his wife, to Sir Astley, thus com- 
mences : — 

^' Royal Veterinary College^ 
" My dear Sir Astley, Sth Marchy 1633. 

" I have to acknowledge the receipt of your very, 
very kind letter, with many, many thanks : I shall 
leave it to my children, and grandchildren, and 
great-grandchildren, as a rich legacy. What are 
the honours of F.R.S., professor of the Royal Vete- 
rinary College, and principal veterinary surgeon to 
the Army for thirty-seven years, when compared with 
the honour, the proud distinction, of being consi- 
dered by Sir Astley Cooper, after more than forty 
years' intimacy, his best male friend ? No honours 
have I ever received, or ever can receive, in my esti- 
mation, of equal value, &;c.*' 
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Sir Astley's reply to the Committee of Manage- 
ment, appointed by the pupils, who, out of esteem 
for their preceptor, had subscribed together for the 
purpose of obtaining a bust of Mr. Coleman, though 
couched in official language, expresses the same 
feelings : — 

" Sir Astley Cooper begs to express his warmest 
acknowledgements to your Committee, for their 
kindness in presenting him with a bust of Pro- 
fessor Coleman, who has been his friend nearly fifty 
years. 

" Sir Astley*s respect for his talent, the goodness 
of his heart, and his usefulness as Veterinary Pro- 
fessor, has increased in proportion to the duration 
of his friendship. 

"39, Conduit Street:' 

Perhaps in no circumstance was the scientific 
mind of Mr. Coleman rendered of more importance 
to his country, than in the views which he took, 
respecting the necessity of strict attention to the 
ventilation of stables. Thousands a year were saved 
to government, in consequence of Mr. Coleman's 
annual visits to the stables of the cavalry depots 
throughout Britain ; and farcy, which previously to 
his interference had committed annually most 
extensive ravages, became nearly erased from the 
government returns of the diseases, with which the 
military horses in this country are usually affected. 

I have heard a cavalry officer mention a circum- 
stance most illustrative of the beneficial effects of 
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Air. Coleman's views respecting ventilation. A 
stable in which many horses had died in rapid suc- 
cession, although it had undergone the usual disci- 
pline of cleansing and whitewashing, was reported 
to Mr. Coleman as having some undiscoverable 
evil, probably arising from its situation. Mr. 
Coleman accordingly examined it, and having as- 
certained that its defects arose from a malconstruc- 
tion, by which all proper ventilation was pre- 
vented, recommended Government immediately to 
make certain alterations, by means of which this 
would be remedied. This recommendation at first 
met with considerable opposition, on account of the 
expense involved in the proposed improvements. 
His plan, however, was afterwards adopted, and it is 
a curious fact, that in the first year the expenses of 
Government were repaid, by the saving, in conse- 
quence of the entire absence of disease among the 
horses. 

I had the gratification of knowing Mr. Cole- 
man intimately for many years. It was impos- 
sible not to love one so agreeable, kind-hearted, 
and replete with all those amiable qualities, which 
endear man to man, and which stamped him at 
once as a most fitting and congenial associate for my 
uncle, who was himself no less distinguished than his 
friend, for the possession of similar traits of character. 

Mr. Coleman's principle of shoeing, for the 

purpose of preventing contracted heels, alluded to 

in the above history, consisted in paring down the 

quarters, and bringing the frog upon the ground, so 

VOL. I. « 
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as to Bubjeot it to pressure. To secure this, he 
invented a shoe which was little else than a * tip,' and 
a central longitudinal bar upon which the frog was 
to rest. The theory of all this was excellent, as it 
ensured expansion of the heels, but as to its pracv 
tical applicability to common use, it had the olgectioa 
of preventing a horse going sound for ten yards. 

I remember about fifteen years ago, having 
purchased a fine black horise, I rode him up imme- 
diately to my friend Coleman, and asked him his 
opinion of my purchase. He examined him care- 
fully, extolled his points, flattered me on my 
judgment, but said, ^^ He has a slight tendency to 
contraction of his heels. Go to our forge directly, 
have my shoes put on him, and you will prevent 
the mischief to which he seems obnoxious.'' Having 
done as he recommended, I mounted the horse imme<- 
diately afterwards, and no cat in pattens could go 
more lame. I dared not, however, ride him back to 
the college to have his shoes taken off, but took 
him to Turner's, in Regent Street, where commoa 
shoes were again put on, and I never knew him go 
a yard unsound afterwards. Still there can be no 
doubt of the efficacy of these shoes for a horse, if 
turned out to grass, or standing in the stable while 
undergoing treatment for contracted feet. 

Mr. Coleman maintained some rather original 
^ ideas with respect to the causes of the phenomena 
usually attending catarrh, or what is eommoiily 
called A COLD. He believed that it much more fre- 
quently originated fyom residing in heated and 
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qrqwie^ rooms, and therefore inhaling an impure 
Mmosphere, than from exposure to cold, draughts 
of air, or the other causes to which the symptoms 
are ordinarily attributed. He used to illustrate this 
opiniott by referring to the example of the horse, 
whe^ labouring under the same complaint* *' Why,'* 
hp used to say, " who ever heard of a horse taking 
pold when turned out? but, on the contrary, every 
one knows that if you put him into a close stable, 
you will give him a cough directly. The fact is 
also well knovm, that after this has occurred, 
there is no remedy so certain as turning him out 
to grass, for his cough will leave him in six hours." 
Half the young horaes that die in London are sacri- 
ficed to the pernicious practice adopted by London 
8jbable>keepers, of excluding every breath of air from 
the interior of their stables; merely because they 
know that by this means, the coats of the horses are 
much more easily kept in fine order, and that a great 
deal of trouble in grooming is consequently spared. 

It was carrying out this principle to its fullest 
extent that induced him to pay such strict attention 
to the ventilation of stables, the great public advan- 
tages derived from which I have already alluded to. 
I must acknowledge, however, that I have some- 
times suffered from the Professor's extreme love of 
cold air, for if he ever could manage at his parties 
to have a window left open unperceived, he was 
delighted; and many a time when I have dined 
with him, I have said, "Pray, Mr. Coleman, have 
your ventilators shut, or I shall be blown out of 
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the room," at which he has laughed, and had the 
direction of the current changed hy stealth, so as to 
play perhaps upon some other visitor less sensitive 
than myself. 

I was with my dear old friend twenty-four hours 
before his death. Pallid, and with every mark of 
approaching dissolution, excepting loss of spirits, he 
was lying on a bed placed between two open windows, 
his head being without any cap or covering of any 
sort, while his grey locks were literally floating in 
the wind; for although in July, it was cold and 
blowing weather. Acquainted as I was with his 
peculiar notions on this subject, I could not help 
saying, " My dear sir, you must be cold, thus 
exposed;" and he said, "No — I have plenty of 
clothes on my bed, a large fire in my room, and with 
this pure air passing freely to my lungs, I shall live 
a few hours longer; but to-day, I think, is my last. 
The scene of life, Bransby," continued he, " is draw- 
ing to a close, and although my career has been a 
most happy one, I feel much less regret than I ex- 
pected in leaving it, for I have full confidence in the 
mercy of God." His enunciation proved prophetic, 
or in less than twenty-four hours he was no more. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

AsTLET Cooper is appointed Demonstrator at St. Thomas's 
Hospital. Is made Co-Lecturer with Mr. Clinb, a.d. 
1791. Establishes a distinct Course of Lectures on 
Surgery. Dr. Haiohton appointed to the Obstetrical 
Chair. Professional Rivalry op Sir Astley Cooper 
AND Dr. Haighton. Anecdote. Mr. Astley Cooper 
engaged to Miss Cock, op Tottenham. History op his 
Introduction to this Lady, and subsequent Intimacy. 
Death op Mr. Cock. Mr. Cooper's Marriage. Mrs. 
Keeling's Description of Mrs. Astley Cooper. 

From the session of 1788 until the year 1791, no 
record has been preserved of any particular events 
in the life of Sir Astley Cooper, nor does he himself 
make any allusion to this interval. 

At some time during this period, most probably 
about the commencement of the year 1789, he 
received the appointment of Demonstrator at St. 
Thomas's Hospital, in the place of Mr. Haighton, 
"who resigning, shortly afterwards obtained the 
degree of Doctor of Medicine. I have already 
noticed the train of circumstances which mainly 
contributed to this situation being at once offered 
to Astley Cooper, as soon as the vacancy occurred. 
His time seems to have been fully occupied in the 
discharge of the duties incident to this new position, 
and his diligent studies in the higher branches of 
his profession until the year 1791, when, to a still 
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further extent he began to reap the fruit of his 
persevering industry. 

The degree of professional knowledge which 
Astley had then attained: the connexions which he 
had formed with men of eminence: the great popu- 
larity which he had acquired among the students at 
the hospital: together with his long established 
character for industry and enterprise; all led Mr, 
Cline to perceive the advantages that were likely to 
accrue no less to the school, than to his pupil, by 
associating him with himself in the anatomical lec- 
tures. He therefore made an offer to this effect 
to him, although the time of his pupilage had not 
yet expired. As might be expected, this proposal 
was at once accepted, and soon afterwards an 
arrangement was entered into, that Astley Cooper 
should give a part of the lectures and demonstra- 
tions, Mr. Cline promising him a sum of 120?. per 
annum, to be iiicreased 20/. annually, until he gave 
one half of the lectures, when the proceeds should 
be equally divided. 

It had been customary in these lectttres tb con- 
sider the sciences of anatomy and surgery together. 
But Astley Cooper had for some time seen that each 
of these subjects poOsesised sufficient intrinsic im- 
portance to dismand a distinct and separate ebiirse, 
and he accordingly took the present opportunity 
of attempting to effect their disjunction, by begging 
that he Might be alldwed to deliver the lectures 
6n surgery separately. This proposal at first met 
with oppositiott, evei from his friend and precep-^ 
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lof^ Mt. Cline; he at last, however, succeeded in 
his object; and it vrss arranged that he should 
tfeke the consideration of the surgical part of 
the course to himself, and that his lectures should 
be delivered in the evening at St. Thomas's Hos- 
pitftL There cannot be a stronger proof of the 
excellent opinion \^hich was entertained of Astley 
Cooper at this period, than the circumstance of his 
beitig fcible, young and comparatively inexperienced 
as he Was, to bring about this important change in 
the loug established usage of the hospital. The 
system he thus commenced in the year 1791, has 
been continued, and with decided advantage, to the 
present hour. 

To one person only, perhaps, were the arrange- 
ments we have just described unsatisfactory: this 
was Dr. Haighton. The superior age and standing 
of this gentleman, and the keen susceptibility of 
his temper at the slightest disrespect to his abilities, 
(which he believed to be peculiarly fitted for the 
advancement of anatomical and surgical science,) 
cbuld not fail to make him regard this sudden ele- 
vation of the young pupil to the lectureships, with 
jealous feelings; land these he was of a natui*e too 
unbending and abrupt to conceal. The high talents, 
however, which distinguished Dr. Haightoiij were 
tiot overlooked by the authorities of the hospital^ 
and on the obstetrical chair becoming vacant, it was 
offered to him, together with the lectureship on phy- 
siology. These Dr. Haighton accepted, and perhaps 
from the gtestt eminence which he afterwards ob* 
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tained in these departments of science, the abilities 
which he possessed, were, contrary to his own con- 
viction, directed by the very circumstances which 
had offended him, into the channel best adapted for 
their exercise and display. 

The feelings which this affair excited, were pro- 
bably never wholly eradicated from his mind, and 
although in after life he always spoke of Sir Astley 
with considerable admiration and respect, both as to 
his anatomical proficiency and his operative pre-emi- 
nence, he still liked to take every opportunity that 
offered of taunting and disputing with him on pro- 
fessional matters; nor did he find his competitor in 
any way backward in joining in the conflict. This 
was particularly obvious in the discussions in which 
they were both accustomed to join in the Physical 
Society, and which were rendered more amusing and 
instructive from the struggles of these eminent men. 

Dr. Roots, of Kingston, has recounted to me an 
anecdote, which well illustrates this feature in the 
character of Dr. Haighton. On the occasion of an 
interview between him and Sir Astley, a dispute 
arose upon a point of some professional importance, 
which even to this day remains unsettled. The 
discussion having been carried on for some time with 
considerable warmth. Sir Astley at last made a 
remark, the tendency of which was to controvert 
certain experiments made by the Doctor on the 
very subject in dispute, and to prove that he had 
been deceived by several sources of fallacy which 
had existed in the experiments themselves. To 
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this the " Merciless Doctor*" (as he was after- 
wards styled by the author of the Pursuits of 
Literature^) made no reply; but, roused by the 
remark, he called loudly to his servant, and ordered 
a pet and favourite spaniel to be immediately 
brought into the room. He asked Sir Astley to 
notice his bulk, his healthy aspect, and his good 
keeping, and this done, put a period to his existence 
in a moment. He then at once demonstrated the 
results of a most careful and rigid operation to 
which the unfortunate animal had been subjected 
some three or four years preceding this denoue- 

ment.^^ 

" I mention this anecdote," continues Dr. Roots, 
" which was one of many, to show the fervour which 
could be suddenly called forth in the Doctor's mind, 
to the support of an asserted doctrine, for if ever he 
had a favourite in animal life, this poor dog was 
one: his Tendo Achillis had been cut asunder; his 
Femoral artery had been left to nature's curative * 
process, having been subjected to operation; and his 
Recurrent nervef had been divided, — I rather think, 
to prevent his making known his subsequent suffer- 
ings; and it may be truly said the faithful animal 
had fairly won his honours; but to confute a rival 
in a question of science and physiology, my much- 

* This appellation is applied to Dr. Haigbton in the course 
of an intemperate critique upon a paper which he read before the 
Royal Society in the winter of 1 797- See Pursuits of Litera^ 
ture^ p. 419. 

t A nerve connected with the power of voice. 
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ralued old friend and master made not the slightest 
ftcruple to sacrifice the only animal I ever knew 
him to be in the least degree attached to. This 
transaction, I catinot however omit to say, was a 
source of great annoyance to tne, ftnd was the Oticsr- 
sion of the only diffei*ence that eter existed between 
us during the whole time I had the advantage of 
living under his roof. I must again wind up my 
brief history with stating, that With all his foibles, 
and they were all of ii little and triflinjj nature^ J)t. 
tiaighton was a most superior inan in hiisi perfect 
knowledge of the machinery of the human struc- 
ture." 

Mr; Cline, in addition to his high estimate 
of the abilities of Astley Cooper, had another 
motive ^Vhich induced him thus strenuoiislj^ to 
advance his young friend with such rapid strides to 
a position, which promised eventually to procure 
for him the highest eminence in his profession. 
' My uncle at this time was engaged to Miss Cock, 
the daughter of a sincere friejtid and family con- 
nexion of Mr. Cline. For this lady he had long 
felt a most warm attachment, aiid she in every 
respect seemed worthy of his choice, and calculated 
to promote his domestic happiness. 

Her father had acquired a considerable fortube 
as a Hamburgh merchant, and having retired for 
some years from business, had taken up his resi- 
dence in West Green Lane, Tottenham, in a large 
house, having attached to it a considerable estate. 
To this gentleman Astley Cooper was introduced by 
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Mr. Gline ftlmost immediately aftet his arrival iii 
London, and he at once became a favourite and fre- 
quent visitor at his house, especially oh the Sunday, 
whfen he Was nstially acciorapanied by Mr. Cline him- 
self, who on this day generally contrived to obtain that 
recreation and repose, which his numerous engage- 
ments in London prevented during the remainder 
of the week. 

The sweetness of ttiatiner, amiable disposition, 
and natural feminine modesty of Mr. Cock's daugh- 
ter at once produced a great impression on Astley's 
mind; nor Was it surprising that his many inanly 
qualities and beauties of person should hate led to 
a reciprocal attachment on her part. Although at 
that time the circumstances of Mr. Coopei* were 
not those which a wealthy father might desife 
in the husband of an only daughter, still he pos- 
sessed so many compensating good qualities, such 
an evidently fixed resolution Actively to pursue an 
honourable and distinguished career in life, that it 
seems Mr. Cock never could make up his mind to 
oppose the event, which he saw would be the natural 
resillt of their intimacy. 

The constant care and kindly attention with 
which Astley at this time attended Mi^. Cock during 
a severe attack of gout, no doubt greatly con- 
tributed to secure his favour and affection. His 
conduct on this occasion was the more creditable, 
inasmuch as the irritability and peevishness insepa- 
rable from the disorder, added to a temper at no 
time the inost placid, must have rendered fre- 
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quent attendance highly unpleasant to most persons, 
and to him peculiarly irksome and disagreeable. 
Notwithstanding the inequality and capriciousness 
of Mr. Cock's temper, Astley appears to have enter- 
tained a sincere regard for him: during the last 
year or two of his courtship, indeed, my uncle while 
at Tottenham seems to have divided his attention 
pretty equally between Miss Cock and her father. 
This gentleman had now become very infirm, and 
was unable to take exercise in the open air, except 
within the limits of his own garden. 

Thus originated and was continued that inti- 
macy between my uncle and Miss Cock, which 
gradually strengthened into the warmest aflfection 
and ultimately led to an engagement sanctioned by 
their parents, with the single restriction of the 
marriage being postponed until the termination of 
his pupilage. 

Mrs. Keeling informs me that their wedding- 
day had been fixed for the 21st of November, 1791, 
but that it was postponed in consequence of the 
death of Mr. Cock, which occurred on the very 
day the marriage was to have been solemnized. 
We have a letter from Mrs. Dr. Cooper to her son 
Astley, sympathizing with him on the loss of his 
betrothed's father, and the unavoidable delay in his 
wedding, from which the following is an extract:— 

«# * # * Though you had somewhat 
prepared me, my dearest Astley, for a melancholy 
event, yet I was much shocked on finding our fears 
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realized; but bow very exemplary a deatb, bow col- 
lected, bow resigned! Never did I read a more 
beart-affecting description. Mr. Cock must have 
been a very good, religiousy as well as moral man. 
Your fatber was equally concerned witb me at tbe 
sad deprivation, and equally consoled by tbe edify- 
ing conduct of tbe exalted sufferer. To wbat scenes 
of instruction bave you, my love, been admitted, and 
bow gratifying must it bave been at tbe time, and 
on recollection, to tbink tbat your tender attentions 
alleviated in some degree tbe pangs of expiring 
nature, and smoothed tbe bed of deatb. Tell my 
dear Miss Ann we truly sympathize in her feelings, 
but hope she will not indulge melancholy for a loss 
to her, which is so happy an exchange for tbe 
departed. Assure her she shall ever find a tender 
father and mother in the Doctor and me, and I hope 
it will not be long before she really becomes one of 
tbe family. I felt a melancholy gratification in Mr. 
Cock's remembrance of us. Ever shall we venerate 
and love bis memory!" 

The above is dated November 25, 1791. 

I am enabled to corroborate this account of Mr. 
Cock's death, by Sir Astley's own description of the 
trying event, in a letter written to bis parents at 
Yarmouth. From the tone of feeling it displays, 
and its expressive style, I can but regret that it is 
the only specimen of bis early writing which I pos- 
sess. The following extract from a letter written 
by Mrs. Cooper to her intimate friend Mrs. Bon- 
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bote, the celebrated novelist, explains tbe means by 
whiab this interesting fragment was preserved. The 
letter was transmitted to me by Mrs. Dryer, the 
daughter of Mrs. Bonhote. 

Astley was to have been married, his father elect 
died, I must transcribe from my son's letter the 
affecting and edifying infonnation. Astley says, 
^ Mr. Cock has long been in a state which rendered 
death rather a desirable than terrifying event, and 
he bore the prospect of it with much composure and 
fortitude. I watched him constantly for some days 
preceding his death* and saw him in every circum- 
stance show a most perfect resignation to the will of 
heaven. On Saturday afternoon (the 19th), Miss 
Ann and myself being in the room, and being per- 
fectly assured of his approaching dissolution, betook 
an affectionate leave of us both, shaked our hands, 
and kissed us. He begged me to take care of her, 
and to be a father to his boys. He then desired all 
his family might bo admitted into his room, took a 
most tender and affectionate adieu, and gave them 
all separately his blessing; then sinking on his pil- 
low, he calmly resigned himself to his fate. After 
resting an hour^ he called me to request peo and 
paper: he then wrote a draft on his banker for 
twenty guineas for Miss Anp, as he said he had 
int^ided to give her a gold watch; and lastly asked 
for his cashfbook, placed the sum there, and balanced 
the account, to prevent trouble to his executor. 
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He desired to be affectionately remembered to you 
and my father. From that time till the Monday> 
the day of bis death, he continued sensible, but 
spoke little. Mr. Gock showed in his last moments, 
a3 be had done in every act of his life, that he was a 
tendei? husband and fiither, an affectionate brother, 
a sineere friend, and a honest man; his life had been 
so perfectly moral that he looked back with pleasure, 
and forward without the smallest fear.' 

^^Thus ftr Astley. I must add that I think Mr. 
Cock must baye been not only a moral but religiom 
man» to have sustained so exemplarily the several 
duties of life, and the last awful scene of it. At 
least be must have acted up to his idea of duty. 
How useful are such scenes! May my dear Astley 
ever remember those in which he ha« been epgaged, 
and derive religious improvement from them! Miss 
Anp» he says, was wonderfully affected. I know not 
how long it will now be before the marriage takes 
place." 

A short time subsequent to this bereavement, 
the friends of the young people considered it advan- 
tageous, all the arrangements having been prer- 
yiously made, as well as on account of several 
domestic circumstances, that their marriage should 
be no longer deferred; and the ceremony, chiefly 
through the influence of Mr. Cline, was performed 
before the year was completed. For the sake of 
privacy, the following plan was adopted. In the 
month of December, a christening was tp take place 



Digitized 



by Google 



208 LIFE OF SIR ASTLGY COOPER. 



1 



from the house of Mr. Cline, and he thought that 
this would afford an excelleut opportunity for his 
young friends to be united, without attracting much 
( oservation, as they might join with the christening 
party on its way to church. Astley and Miss Cock 
accordingly accompanied the friends of the infant. 
The* marriage was solemnized, and they afterwards 
retired, as if they had been merely witnesses of the 
christening. 

By means of this arrangement the marriage was 
rendered so private, that the news of it did not reach 
even thebridegroom's professional friends or acquaint- 
ance at the hospital. On the evening of the same day 
on which the ceremony was performed, hemet the class 
in the theatre as usual, and delivered his surgical 
lecture, and with all 'the ease and freedom of 
manner which characterized him on ordinary occa- 
sions. Nothing happened, to betray the important 
change which had taken place in their preceptor's 
condition of life, since their last meeting, and the 
pupils dispersed without even a suspicion of the 
occurrence. 

After lecture, Mr. Cooper went to the house in 
Jefferies Square, which Mr. Cock, promising to him- 
self the happiness of seeing his daughter surrounded 
with every comfort, had but a short time before 
his decease purchased and furnished for them. 
Here Mr. Cooper and his wife resided for several 
years. After her marriage Mrs. Astley Cooi)er fre- 
quently visited her surviving parent, who, on giving 
up the large house at Tottenham to her son John, 
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had gone to a smaller house near that in which 
Mrs. KeeKng resided. 

Mrs. Keeling describes Mrs. Cooper as being at 
this time one of the most interesting young women 
she had ever seen; and as possessing a pleasing 
expression of countenance, with a regularity of fea- 
ture and a modest meekness of demeanour, which 
prepossessed every one in her favour. On a first 
acquaintance it was scarcely possible to appreciate 
the extent of her mental faculties ; for the retiring 
nature of her disposition, almost amounting to 
timidity, induced in her such a habit of tacitur- 
nity as to prevent these qualities being observed. 
As intimacy increased, the correctness of her judg- 
ment became more and more conspicuous, and 
natural good sense, strength of feeling, excellent 
taste, and elegance of mind, forcibly exhibited them- 
selves as constituents of her nature. Her prudence 
and domestic economy appear to have soon made 
a favourable impression on the young husband. 
Shortly after their marriage, when walking home 
one evening with Mrs. Keeling, he detailed with 
animated delight some evidence of her excellent 
arrangements, and having eulogized her abilities, 
and general information, concluded the conversation 
with a remark which Mrs. Keeling well remem- 
bers : " Ah, madam, I never could have married any 
lady, who, whatever other accomplishments she 
possessed, had not the power of relaxing my mind 
after the professional avocations of the day by 
pleasing conversation." 

VOL. I. p 
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As neitlier Mr. nor Mrs. Cooper had ever been 
on the Continent, they determined to visit Paris at 
the earliest opportunity irfaidh |>re8eflted itself. But 
this circumstance Is of so mtich importance, oh 
iK^eouHt of the etents which occtirted duriii^ their 
sttt^ in France, that I must reserve the descripti^ 
of it to the fbllowing chafi^er. 
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CHAPTER XII. 
Mr. and Mrs. Cooper visit Paris, a.d. 1792. Mr. Cooper's 

t)EMOCRAtlCAL BlAS. tilS PARBNTS' ANJtlfttV ON THIS 
ACCOirilT. He AttElVDS tti« Mi^ETtNGS OP THH NaTIONAI 

AsdEHfiLY At Parib. Bivmm ukdkb Desauit and 
OtePART. ANBeoo^ns of thhsb Surgeons^ The Tenth 
OP August. Sir Astlby's description of his Flight 
FROM the Hospital to his Hotel. Scenes which he 
witnessed at Paris. Difficulty in obtaining his Pass- 
l^oRt. WbaMs ¥fild Dbmocratio Badge and attends the 
Hospital. Bibtubns to London. Visits Yarmoutj^. 

Soon after the winter campaign had concluded at 
the hospitals, Mr. and Mrs. Cooper crossed over to 
the Continent and paid a visit to Paris. The grati- 
filiation they might naturally expect to derive, as 
well from the journey itself, as the numberless 
interesting objects of the French metropolis, would 
sufficiently account for their making this city 
their place of destination. On the part of Mr. 
Cooper, however, this agreeable anticipation was 
enhanced by the opportunity which the visit pro- 
lAised him, of comparing the practice of j the French 
surgeons with that of the surgeons of his ovm 
country* and thus of insuring, in the investiga- 
tion of their several distinctions and peculiarities, a 
great increase of professional knowledge. 

But from what I have already said of the poli-^ 
tical feelings imbibed by Mr. Cooper in the course 
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of his association with Mr. Cline, and that gentle- 
man's acquaintance, the reader will anticipate 
another source of expected pleasure in this visit. 
I allude to the opportunity it offered him of wit- 
nessing the great political struggle which was thea 
rife in Paris; a struggle, which was not only induc- 
ing the most intense interest in the French metro- 
polis, but, from the rapid strides with which demo- 
cracy was hourly advancing, threatened to shake 
the government of France itself to its very foun- 
dation. 

Mr. Cooper s friends were well aware, to how 
great an extent the attraction of this journey was 
increased by the tendency of his political feelings. 
His parents, while expressing their wishes that the 
visit might prove to him not only agreeable, but 
also of professional advantage, could not forbear 
at the same time indulging the hope, that it might 
be attended with the ulteripr benefit of remov- 
ing the loose sentiments, which had usurped the 
place of those originally inculcated in him. It 
cannot be a matter of surprise that the democra- 
tical tendency of his mind should have been a 
subject of extreme anxiety and regret to his parents: 
not only on account of the repugnance with which 
they themselves had always regarded such views, 
but from the notorious characters of some of those 
whose doctrines he quoted in conversation, and 
whose influence seemed all-powerful over him. 
Knowing the earnest and independent disposition of 
their son, they naturally feared that he might 
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become involved in the ruin, to which some of his 
companions seemed recklessly hurrying themselves, 
and thus at once destroy all his prospects of future 
advancement in life; for he did not by any means 
attempt to conceal the tenor of his political feel- 
ings, but, on the contrary, appeared to take every 
opportunity which occurred to him of avowing 
them. 

There can be but little doubt that his connexion 
with the Speculative Society at Edinburgh to a 
great extent manifested his political bias, although, 
according to the following letter from Professor 
Alison, political subjects were only occasionally 
mooted in the Society at that time. The opinions 
which he expressed in the discussions and the 
doctrines he advocated*, suflSciently exhibited that 
loose unsettled state of mind, which was so fre- 
quently found to exist in those, who admitted the 
revolutionary tenets of that day. 

"He appears to have been in the Speculative 
Society, before the time when the political subjects, 
brought on the tapis by the French revolution, 
were much discussed there; and to have taken an 
interest in the metaphysical questions, which pre- 
viously to that time occupied much of the attention 
of the students at Edinburgh. The side he took on 
these subjects was that, which was then most popular 
among the aspiring youths of the university. I 
suppose they occupied very little of his attention 

* See page ] 70. 
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in after life. If they had doue so, he would proba- 
bly, like several of bis contemporaries, have modified 
somewhat the opinions which he seems to have 
held in 1788, fcc," 

In the town of Yarmouth, there was about this 
time a further temptation, which excited him publicly 
to manifest his views on these matters. A Society 
existed there, open to persons of all parties, which 
had originally been intended for purposes of recrea- 
tion and scientific discussion, but gradually became 
devoted to the consideration chiefly of the political 
events of the period. As it might be expected, the 
discussions on these subjects, when men everywhere 
were holding such extreme and violent opinions, 
w^re not confined to sober reai^oning and argument. 
Mr, Astley Cooper, wb^a at Yaitnoutb, seema to 
have been very frequently present at these meetings, 
and it appears that there was scarcely any one of 
the members who exceeded him in the boldness and 
energy of his remarks. In the summer before his visit 
to Paris, I am ii^formed that he not only espoused 
with much warmth the cause of the democratic party 
and their tenets, but was also most active in oppos- 
ing all those who dtii^red from them in opinion. 

To the discussions at this Society, the Rev. Mr. 
Crompton attributes, to n considerable extent, the 
cessation of friendship between himself and Lord 
Chedworth, the circumstances of which are already 
before the public. It is singular that he points 
to Astley Cooper as one of the members who, by 
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the political warmth to which his remarks hurried 
Mr. Crompton, chiefly led to this estrangement. 

Mr. Crompton, however, is in error in attribut- 
ing the violent remarks of Mr. Cooper to a mere 
love of sport and mischief; but this mistake is 
xeadiljr accounted for, as be vnrote from memory, 
nearly forty years after the circumstances which he 
related had occurred, and at a time when the senti- 
ments of Sir Astley Cooper were very difierent 
from those which he had formerly held. I extract 
from the Introduction to Mr. Crompton's publiea^ 
tion of Lord Chedworth's Letters the portion 
alluded to. 

^^ In Yarmouth, where I lived at this time, and 
where Lord Chedworth was accustomed to pay an 
annual visit, there was then a Society of gentle* 
men who met once a fortnight for the purpose of 
amicable discussion. Our members, (alas! how few 
remain,) were of all parties and persuasions, and 
some of them of very distinguished attainments. 
A Society thus constituted was, in th&se daySf as 
pleasant as it was instructive. The most eager 
disputation was never found to endanger the most 
perfect good will; nor did any bitter fruits arise 
from this entire freedom of opinion, till the prolific 
period of the French Revolution. On this subject 
our controvei"sies became truly impassioned. The 
present Sir Astley Cooper, then a very jfounff man, 
was accustomed to pass his vacations with his most 
excellent father. Dr. Cooper, a name ever to be by 
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me beloved and revered. It wa49 the amusement 
of our young friend to say things of the most 
irritating nature, I believe, like Lady Honoria Pem- 
berton, in the novel, * merely to see who would 
make the ugliest face.* Thus circumstanced, it 
was not in my philosophy to be the coolest of the 
party; nor can I doubt but I, &c. * * *." 

The following is taken from the last letter 
written by Mrs. Cooper to her son Astley, prior to 
his departure from England. After wishing him 
and her daughter-inJaw a safe and pleasant tour, 
Mrs. Cooper proceeds: — 

"Mrs. and Miss Edwards will, I am certain, 
lament your absence from town, for Mrs. Edwards 
in her letter last week says, 'Every time we see 
your amiable daughter, we feel ourselves more 
attached to her. She is a charming woman! Your 
son has indeed shown his discernment in his choice. 
They seem to be formed to render each other happy 
in the married state.' She mentions meeting Mrs. 
at your house, and adds, ' she appears to be a 

perfect contrast to Mrs. A. Cooper,' 

***** 

"God bless ye, dear, dear children, and grant 
us a happy meeting at Yarmouth in September. 
Write to us as often as you can find leisure, for we 
shall be anxious to know you are arrived in safety, 
and that you both continue well, and are happy. 

" With the united tenderest regards of every 
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individual of this family to both our beloved children, 
believe us to be, 

" Your ever most affectionate parents, 

" S. Cooper. M. S. Cooper. 

'^Mayllth, 1792." 

" Dr. Girdlestone desires to be remembered to 
you in kind regards and best wishes. Your dear 
father says, he makes no doubt though you leave 
England a Democrat^ you will be so far enlightened 
as to return an Aristocrat'' 

Mr. Astley Cooper would have been saved from 
much care and anxiety, and would have avoided an 
imminent risk to which he was a few years after- 
wards exposed of losing the opportunity of profes- 
sional elevation, had his father's hopes in this matter 
been realized. 

He arrived in Paris, without any occurrence 
of note, about the month of June, 1792, and at 
once wrote to his mother, in compliance with her 
wishes. A few days after the receipt of this letter, 
Mrs. Cooper, in writing to her friend, Mrs. Bon- 
hote, remarks, " Our dear Astley and his wife were 
safe last week in Paris, but from the state of poli- 
tical affairs in that place, I wish they were removed 
from it. How shocking must be the scene! — but 
our young man has imbibed democratic principles 
at Mr. Cline's, and does not feel as he ought 
for the royal sufferers, and for the aristoci-atic 
party." 

It is certainly remarkable, when we reflect ou 
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the persons who at this period were Bjmumug to 
themselves the leading places among the democmts 
of France, that Astley Cooper should not at once 
have been led to give up opinions which were advo- 
cated by such miscreants. There is no doubt that 
he must have been thoroughly aware of their charac- 
ters, for in his notes referring to this period, he m^r 
tions that he attended the meetings of the National 
Assembly, and several times heard Brissot, Vergnir 
and, Danton, Marat, Robespierre, and other leaders 
of the party, address the Assembly. The tenor of 
their remarks was to exasperate the mob still fur- 
ther to revenge the death of what they termed the 
victims of the 10th of August: nothing seemed 
likely to satisfy them but the destructixm of tha last 
life hostile to the revolution. The violent contor? 
tions of their features, and the gestures with which 
their harangues were accompanied, gave to liiem a 
fiendish expression, which I have heard 6ir Astley 
describe, h& having produced in his mind a honror 
hardly less than that which was excited by the 
bloody scenes perpetiated «^t their instigation, many 
of which lie witnessed, Nothing but an earnest 
conviction of the truth of the views which he bad 
imbibed from Mr. Cline, wd the talented, thougfi 
misguided men with whom he bad associated, could 
have induced him to continue to hold these opinioiui 
under sach circumstances. Extraordinary ub the 
fact is, however, the reader will hereafter perceive, 
that a short time only had elapsed after his return to 
England, before he manifested the same political bias 
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M'hich possessed him previously to his excursion to 
Paris. 

But however much he may have sought to gra- 
tify his curiosity and political feelings, by witnessing 
the great changes which were being wrought upon 
society in France, we yet find that Astley Cooper 
did not allow these heart-stirring events to disturb 
the prime object of Jiis ambition, the acquirement of 
professional knowledge. Immediately on his arrival 
In Paris, he at once commenced attending the lec- 
tures of Desault and Chopart, men whose names 
remain bs eminent in posthumous fame as they were 
greo^t during their lives. 

Of Pesauit, who in less than three years after this 
period met with a sudden death, Sir Astley says in his 
inemoranda, that he " was a good anatomist and an 
excellent manipulating surgeon; but, as far as I 
could judge, not possessing the higher scientific prin- 
(siples, which are necessary to constitute a surgeon 
of the first order. 

" I once saw him dissect out a diseased absorb- 
ent gland from the neck of a boy, and having suc- 
ceeded in its removal, he began to extirpate 
another; but his assistant suddenly looked up in 
the face of M. Desault, and said, ' Monsieur, le 
gargon est mort.^ The boy was removed from the 
operating table, but the cadavre was brought in the 
next day, in order to show us that no great vessel 
bad been wounded. 

"This was a most unscientific operation; for to 
remove important structures, subjected only to a 
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disease, which in itself is really but a sign of a pecu- 
liar deranged state of the constitution, cannot effect 
any useful result. But Desault was quick-sighted.'' 

In illustration of this last feature in the charac- 
ter of Desault, Sir Astley relates the following 
anecdote, which will scarcely fail to recall the cir- 
cumstances of the Duke of Gloucester's well-known 
detection of the impostor Simpcox, in the reign of 
Henry VI. 

" A boy came before Desault, and said to him, 
* Sir, ray right arm is paralytic' Desault directly 
suspected him to be an impostor, and said suddenly, 

< Otez votre chapeau.' The boy, taken by surprise, 
at once raised his right arm from his side, by which 
it had been lying as if it were powerless, and took 
off his hat. Desault said to one of his pupils, 

< Donnez-moi votre baton,' and he beat the boy 
severely. * D'oii venez-vous, garden?' *Du Fau- 
bourg de St. Antoine, Monsieur,' replied the urchin, 
crying. * Oui, je le croyais,' said Desault, * tons les 
coquins viennent de ce quartier-la;' for he was a 
great aristocrat." 

"Chopart was a good kind of old woman, of 
little firmness of character, lost his fortune by the 
Revolution, and became poor in old age. He was 
surgeon to the hospital of the Academy. 

" He was operating when the first cannon was 
fired on the 10th of August, 1792. I was present, 
but at once rushed out of the hospital. I ran to 
the Pont Neuf, to see what was going on, and saw 
the Swiss guards at the windows of the Chateau 
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firing upon the mob on the bridge and along tho 
quay of the Louvre. The streets were all confusion, 
from persons running, and others coming out of 
their houses to shut up their shops, and falling over 
each other. I ran back to the hospital, but the 
surgeons had all fled. 

"I therefore was obliged to pass over one of 
the bridges, but higher up than the scene of conflict. 
On my way, a woman called out, ' Voila un aristo- 
crate!* pointing to me. I said, 'Je suis Anglais.' 
She said, *Ah! mon Dieu! done vous etes en 
surete.' 

" I saw a hackney coach, and called for it; but 
the coachman said, * Je ne veux point d'aristocrate 
dans mon fiacre,' which I was supposed to be from 
being dressed in black, and the court was in mourn- 
ing. 

" After crossing the bridge, the scene was terri- 
fic, — cannon firing constantly, — volleys of musketry 
in every direction, — the tocsin sounding from every 
turret, — ^women crying, — litters conveyed along the 
streets, bearing the wounded and the dying; but at 
last I reached my hotel, in the Passage des Petits 
Peres, in safety. 

" I found my dear wife much alarmed, and she 
was at the time enceinte. We sat down together at 
the window of the hotel, and presently a mob passed, 
carrying the heads of some of the Swiss guards they 
had killed, twenty-two in number. Each person had 
some trophy; some had cut off a finger, some a 
hand; and soon afterwards we saw a Swiss soldier 
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chased, like a hare, klong the street, aDd the people 
following him, trying to kill him; he escaped, how- 
ever, to a corps de garde, being more lucky than 
many others, whom we saw butchered by the mob. 

" We were particularly alarmed at our hotel, as 
General Money, of Norwich, had been at the Ch4« 
teau all night with the king, and we expected on his 
return to us that he would be followed by a mob} 
but he prudentlt remained concealed, and so escaped 
notice. 

" In the evenii^g the gardens of the fuilleries 
were full of dead men, close to the Chateau, and there 
they lay naked, having been stripped of all their 
clothes by the mob. 

" Oti the next day Ann and I went to the Hotel 
d'Espagne, and passed through the mob, which 
were escorting Louis XVI. and his queen to the 
Temple. 

"The cruelties committed now becanje mote 
frequent ; but the reign of terror was never more 
full of horror than on tlie liiorning of the 2nd of 
September, when the prisoners of the Abbaye were 
murdered by the Infuriated populace^ led on to the 
bloodthirsty act by Robespierre and his associated. 
The doors of the prison wei^e thrown open, and as 
the poor wretches rushed out, some of the least sus- 
picious, in the hopes of freedom, wei*e butchered by 
the people, many of whom complained to their 
reckless leaders that they had not been pla(5ed pro^ 
minently enough to stain their swords, and to claim 
the reward which the CorHttiittee of the Muttici*- 
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polity h&A offered them ift proportion to the havoc 
they cotninitted.** 

This event, above all others, seems to hare 
bof rified tod disgusted Mh Gdopei* ; ftlid the con- 
titiSed &tttt6 of fela^m ih his l^rife's mind, together 
ivith the petil dnd uricertaintjr naturally resulting 
fi-oifl thef destruction of ail jn^oper refstraint ftnd 
order, and the consequent dominion of eaprit^ions 
fei*6city and paslsion, |)rodu(5ed su<5h a depression of 
(Spirits and degree of aniiety, fes to be lio longer 
stipportiible, and he at once determined to return to 
Ehglaiid. 

A diflSculty, however, arose as to his obtaining 
passports ; and his stay in Paris was prolonged to a 
still later period than he intended, from this cause. 
Many foreigners were thus detained, who were 
anxious to leave the city, from a reasonable doubt 
of their security against the violence of the infu- 
riated mob. Most of the English were in a state of 
great alarm, and they remained shut up in their 
rooms, or hid in cellars, days together. Mr. Cooper 
frequently, when the city was disturbed either by 
more dreadful outrages than ordinary, or by some of 
the fearful reports which were then prevalent, would 
remain at the hotel with his wifoj in company with 
other English friends ; but he more frequently went 
to the hospital, wearing some democratic badge^ and 
occupied his time in services, useful no less to him- 
self than to the poor wretches with which the 
beds were filled,i»either democi^ats wounded by 
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musketry, or some few of the aristocratic party, who, 
although mutilated by sabre wounds, had escaped 
with their lives from the murderous hands of the 
assassins. 

About the middle of September, however, Mr. 
Cooper succeeded in obtaining his passport, and, 
together with his wife, left Paris to return to Eng- 
land. They came over in company with Mr. Twiss, 
the traveller, who published a Trip to Paris. 

Soon after his arrival in London, leaving Mrs. 
Cooper in town, he paid a visit to his father's 
at Yarmouth, as we ascertain by the following 
extract from one of Mrs. Cooper's letters to Mrs. 
Bonhote : — 

"Our Astley is unexpectedly with us. He 
returned from that horrid country last week, and 
came down to us on Sunday. My daughter Astley 
was too big, and too much fatigued with her journey 
and voyage, to accompany him here. She expects 
to be confined in October. I fancy they are a very 
happy couple. I pray God to increase their com- 
forts in their offspring." 

There is no well authenticated account of the 
immediate influence produced upon the mind of 
Mr. Cooper by the stirring events which had come 
under his notice in Paris. If they had in any 
degree diminished his democratic zeal, he has not 
acknowledged on paper any change of political 
feeling; in accordance, I think, with a dislike which 
he always manifested to making any mention of his 
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views at this period. The following sentence is all 
that occurs : — 

" A revolution may sometimes be a good thing 
for posterity, but never for the existing generation, 
for the change is always too sudden and violent." 

This sentence, which was written in 1836, under 
very different circumstances, both with relation to 
France and to his own condition, to the period at 
which the events just described occurred, cannot be 
supposed to have any particular reference, but must 
be taken for what it is in itself — a general obser- 
vation, equally applicable to all revolutions of what- 
ever tendency or nature. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Mr. Cooper encourages Persons to comb to his House 
FOR Gratuitous Advice. Continued Industry at 
THE Hospital. His First Course op Surgical Lec- 
tures. Changes the Plan op his Lectures. Effect 
OF the Alteration. Importance op this Period 
in Mr. Cooper's Professional History. His Atten- 
tion TO the Cases in the Hospital. The Birth 
op his Child. Mr. Cooper at the ^Physical Society, 
Mr. Thel wall's Position and Conduct in this Society. 
Anecdotes op Sir Astley Cooper, prom "Life op 
Thelwall," published by his Widow. Mr. Thel- 
wall s Lectures. Anecdotes. Anecdote op Thelwali. 
at the Physical Society. Mr. Cooper's Republican 
Feeling still continues. His Position in 1793. His 
Anxiety concerning the Health of his Child. Is 
APPOINTED Professor op Anatomy to Surgeons' Hall. 

Upon Mr. Cooper's return to London, he again dili- 
gently devoted himself to the acquirement of every 
branch of professional knowledge. He offered en- 
couragement to the poorer residents in his neigh- 
bourhood to come to him early on a morning, and 
receive gratuitous advice. His object appears to 
have been purely to acquire by these means a 
greater familiarity with disease in all its forms, 
and to study the best means for its treatment and 
cure. 

It might at first be supposed that Mr. Cooper 
adopted this plan as a means of procuring private 
practice; but he himself says this was not his 
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Object, and his whole conduct at this period proves 
that he had a higher purpose in view. To perfect 
himself as much as possible in his profession, before 
he sought after the more serious duties of practice, 
was his fixed determination ; and this plan he was 
fortunately enabled to accomplish the more readily, 
from the absence of all anxiety on pecuniary matters. 
In addition to the income he was deriving from his 
lectures at the hospital, Mr. Cooper had come into 
possession, on his marriage, of a fortune of fourteen 
thoijsand pounds, and was thus rendered compara- 
tively independent of practice. Indeed his attend- 
ance at the hospital occupied so much of his time* 
that his copsequent absence from home would have 
been in itself a sufl&cient bar to obtaining professional 
occupation elsewhere, even had he sought it. 

The following memorandum substantiates the 
above account, and exhibits, in detail, the proofs of 
his unwearied ardour, not only in the furtherance of 
his own knowledge, but also in the advancement of 
the students committed to his care at the hospital ; — 

"For three years after my apprenticeship ex^ 
pired, I did not seek business, but devoted myself to 
the study of my profession, and to teaching the 
students entirely. My industry at this time may 
be gathered from the following circumstances. 

"I went to the hospital before breakfast to 
dissect for lecture. I demonstrated to the students 
before lecture. I injected their subjects. I lec- 
tured from two o'clock till half-past three. In the 
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evening, three times per week, I lectured on sur- 
gery. I attended to the interesting cases in the 
hospital, making notes of them, and in this latter 
practice I always persevered.** 

His lectures at the hospital continued to engage 
his most earnest attention. His perfect knowledge 
of anatomy had at once secured the success of his 
lectures on this subject. The surgical course, how- 
ever, which he had established, seemed more un- 
settled, and these lectures, therefore, occupied much 
of his thoughts. I have heard him often say how 
much he was disappointed in regard to the fresh 
entries, at the beginning of this, his second course, 
in 1792, the number of pupils being less by twenty- 
five, than it had been at the former couree. At first 
he found it difficult to account for this falling off of 
his class, as he had not only taken great pains in the 
construction of his lectures, but had adopted the 
recently-divulged doctrines of John Hunter as his 
model. He had been led to follow this plan, from 
the belief that the manner in which surgery was 
before treated, in connexion with anatomy and phy- 
siology, tended rather to increase the interest of 
those sciences, than to place surgery itself in the 
position it deserved. 

Upon further consideration, however, he dis- 
covered the cause of the unpopularity of his pre- 
vious course, and of the consequent falling off in 
the commencement of his second, and he then 
began to contemplate the means necessary to be 
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employed to ensure his success in future. It struck 
him at once, that however just his first \iews 
bad been in teaching surgery to his pupils upon 
the sound principles of John Hunter, still it was 
necessary, not only that his auditors should have 
a previous understanding of the meaning of John 
Hunter, but that they should have advanced to a 
considerable extent in the general knowledge of 
surgery, in order for them to comprehend the 
application of his theory to their practice. He 
therefore determined to change his plan ; nor had 
he to go far a-field, to discover another which 
promised to be not only popular in itself, but more 
readily to secure the ultimate object he had in view 
— of so combining the doctrines of Hunter with the 
science of surgery, that they alone should regulate 
its practice. For this purpose, he selected the cases 
of disease, and the casualties admitted into the two 
hospitals, and bringing such of them before the 
notice of the pupils, as would illustrate the subject 
on which he was treating, he first pointed out to 
them the nature of the disease or accident, described 
the appropriate treatment, and afterwards inculcated 
the theoretical views which indicated it. The effect 
at once was evident ; his class, — of which even the 
industrious members had listened to him with 
strained attention, and the idle and ignorant, with 
negligence, — ^was at once changed into a collection 
of jmpils interested in the subject, and attentive to 
the teacher. 

Nor was it difficult to account for this change ; 
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the order in which practice and principles were thus 
combined, and the familiar manner in which the 
instruction was delivered, rendering the simplest 
understanding competent to receive and appreciate 
his views. From this moment his class increased, 
and a fresh interest was excited even in his own 
mind, with respect to every patient admitted into 
the hospital. Each case, indeed, assumed a two-ifbld 
importance, — on the one hand, as a source of itn- 
J)rovement to the pupils, by affording an illustration 
of the doctrines taught them in the lecture-room; 
and, on tlie other hand, to himself, ihasmucli as 
they furnished him with an opportunity of discover- 
ing the best modes of treatment, and also of testing 
the correctness of those principles which he had 
imbibed from John Hunter, and was in the habit of 
delivering to his class. 

From this plan he acquired a facility which 
never afterwards left him, of bringing rapidly to his 
recollection a series of cases or circumstances, in 
illustration of any particular case which might be 
occupying his attention, tie would say, for in- 
stance, " Ay, I remember Mr. so-and-so had a 
patient under him with precisely similar symptoms : 
it was treated so-and-so, and did well." A second 
and a third Would, with equal rapidity, occur to him, 
and his summing up, Upon such i^etrospection. Would 
not only direct the proper steps to be taken for 
the case under consideration, but also furnish a rule 
of conduct for any similar exigency. To this happy 
power of calling to mind parallel and appropriate 
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examples, he attributed much of the success which 
attended him in practice in after life ; for he used 
to say, "It is not the number of cases which a 
Surgeon has seen, but it is his ready application of 
them, which renders his knowledge of practical 
\itility, and constitutes him an efficient surgeon." 

Upon reflecting on his early failure as a surgical 
teacher, the consequent alterations of his plans, and 
his subsequent unparalleled success, we cannot but 
notice, that here, as so frequently occurs, the very 
circumstances which, in our first short-sighted im- 
pressions, seem full of misfortune, turn out to be 
aifter all the sources of essential benefit. 

It must be evident to those who knew the 
constitution of Astley Cooper's mind, that the power 
of deep philosophical research was not one of its 
attributes. Had he, therefore, devoted himself 
either to extending the system of John Hunter, or 
to founding one more generally acceptable, his 
labours would, in all probability, have been even- 
tually attended with failure. Close and accurate 
observation, correct and forcible description, and an 
unwearied industry in the pursuit of discovery, were 
his peculiar characteristics, and all these, from the 
new channel into which his labours were now 
directed, were called into requisition. 

"This period, young as Mr. Cooper was as a 
surgeon, I think will be found to be the most 
important in his profesisional career. He was in 
the fiili vigour of life, occupied wholly in profes- 
sional study, gratified and stimulated by rising popu-' 
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larity, and not engaged in any pursuit out of his 
profession, or if any, not of a kind to interfere with 
the grand object of his ambition. 

However much some persons may be inclined to 
attribute his success wholly to good fortune, a review 
of this period offers a sufficient proof that the zeal, 
talent, judgment, and industry which he exhibited, 
were, in themselves, sufficient to have led to the 
position he afterwards so justly attained. It may, how- 
ever, certainly be considered a circumstance of good 
fortune, that John Hunter should, at this eventful 
period of Astley Cooper's life, have promulgated his 
peculiar doctrines, and thus have offered an oppor- 
tunity to Mr. Cooper of taking an untrodden path 
in the teaching of surgery. 

At this time none of the surgeons eminent for 
extensive practice placed any confidence in the sur- 
gical knowledge of John Hunter, who was chiefly 
known as a philosopher by means of his lectures 
and writings; they even contended against his 
views, as mystifying, if not inapplicable to the 
treatment of disease. Mr. Cooper, however, seems 
better to have understood the gist and value of the 
doctrines of this great man, and to have embraced at 
once the opportunity offered him of striking into a 
path no less novel than correct. But even in attri- 
buting these important events in Astley Cooper's 
life to good " luck," it must be admitted, that it 
required a capacious mind, and much attention and 
industry, to estimate the intrinsic value of those 
doctrines, which so few others at that time could 
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even comprehend, but which have since justly risen 
into the highest reputation in England, and are 
gradually extending their influence over the surgical 
practice of the whole of Europe. 

It is notoriously the case, that those who have 
promulgated any new and important doctrines, are 
rarely honoured, during the period of their life, with 
the estimation due to their merits ; but that when 
death has removed all sources of jealousy and envy, 
the validity of their principles becomes acknow- 
ledged, and that praise, which was withheld during 
their lives, is lavished on them, when no longer 
sensible of its influence. Such a train of thought 
seems to have occupied the mind of Sir Astley 
Cooper, some thirty years after the grave had closed 
on John Hunter, when he made the following rough 
notes, which I have found among his papers : — 

"Although Mr. Hunter and his opinions were 
so much esteemed after his death, yet I remember 
that the surgeons and physicians of his day thought 
him a mere imaginative speculator, and, any one 
who believed in him, a blockhead, and a black sheep 
in the profession. I have heard surgeons say, * What 
do you mean by actioriy and all such nonsense?' and 
men, too, who now extol him to the skies. I once 
heard a learned person pronounce, that the solution 
of the stomach after death was one of his vagaries, 
and that his theory of adhesion was enough to stick 
in any man's throat ; while, at this day, there are 
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but few of his principles, which men of real science 
do not swallow with avidity." 

Such a jocose mode of expression was probably 
not intended for the public eye; but while, at the 
same time, it forcibly exemplifies tbe high opinion, 
which, at this late period of his life, Sir Astley Cooper 
maintained of the character of John Hunter; it 
also furnishes an example of his habit of mingling 
a train of pleasantry with the most scientific and 
serious subjects. 

Mr. Cooper's lectures on surgery, from the 
nature of the system on which they were remodelled, 
demanded his constant attendance in the wards; 
he tberefore made it a rule to accompany Mr. Cline 
and the other surgeons in their rounds, and while 
making his own observations, pointed out to such of 
his surgical class as were with him the cases most 
worthy of remark, occasionally enlarging upon their 
peculiarities, or eliciting opinions concerning them 
from the older surgeons. He thtis contrived to 
throw a degree of interest around the hospital 
jiractice, which previously had been almost unknown. 
lie formed, as it were, a continued and regular 
course of clinical instruction, which was not the less 
acceptable, perhaps, because it was freed from the 
technicality o^ a regular lecture. 

Another source of advantage to Mr. Cooper as 
a surgical teacher, was, what wig have already 
noticed, the permission he gave to ' the poor pa- 
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tients to come to him at his house, early in the 
morning, for advice. Not only did he derive 
from this plan the benefit of seeing and studying 
the diseases, with which they were afflicted; but, 
\yj sending those who were the most fit objects for 
i-elief to the hospital, he secured a constant supply 
of interesting cases : and was thus also enabled to 
keep in the wards examples of any particulai* dis- 
order in which he was taking an interest, or which 
he might be at the time explaining in his lectures* 
To induce the poor to come to htm, he purchased 
arid constantly kept at hand a stock of those com- 
mon remedies, which he was most frequently in 
the habit of using, and liberally bestowed them 
on those whose means would not allow them to 
take his prescriptions to tte chemist's shop in the 
usual manner. This was a great boon to this class 
of people, for there were very few dispensaries in 
ttose days. 

While thus actively employed in his t)rofessional 
pursuits, his chief source of relaxation and enjoyment 
appears to have been the visits which he used to 
make. In company with his wife, to Mrs. Cock and 
her family at Tottenham. lie seems now to have 
felt himself settled in the world, equally established 
in professional as domestic life, and with scarcely 
any source of anxiety but that which Is inseparable 
from the expectation of a first-born child — a circum- 
stance, however, which, to judge from some private 
memoranda of Sir Astley's, as the period of Mrs. 
Cooper's accouchement approached, caused him no 
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little care and uneasiness. This was easily accounted 
for bj the delicate state of Mrs. Cooper's frame. 
She was bj no means a person of robust health, and 
the fatigues, as well as uneasiness of mind, to which 
she had been subjected during her recent visit to 
Paris, had rather tended to weaken than to strengthen 
her constitution. In November, however, she was 
safely delivered of a female infant, and under cir- 
cumstances which were as favourable as the most 
anxious husband could have desired. The child in 
a few days received the name of Anna Maria. Mr. 
Cooper's previous anxiety on his wife's account 
was fully repaid by her rapid recovery, and the 
progressive development of the faculties of the little 
infant became another source of relaxation to him, 
from the continued exercise of his arduous profes- 
sional l.abours. 

I find from the records of this period of the 
Physical Society at Guy's, that my uncle was a 
regular attendant at its meetings; and what is 
curious, too, that his old associate Thelwall was one 
of the most conspicuous of its members. A short 
time previously, Mr. Tlielwall, without entering 
regularly on the study of the medical profession, 
had received tickets of admission to the lectures on 
anatomy by Mr. Cline; on physiology by Dr. 
Haighton ; and chemistry by Dr. Babington. His 
letter to Mr. Cline, in his principal work on 
Impediments of Speech, &c., sufficiently shows that 
he never intended to follow medicine as a pro- 
fession; his object, therefore, in attending these 
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lectures, was probably merely to accumulate in- 
formation to substantiate his peculiar tenets of 
materialism, to which, by an ill-directed mind, 
the study of physiology and anatomy might easily 
be rendered subservient. Another motive might 
however induce him to attend these lectures, as 
at any rate it gave him an opportunity of useful 
employment, and offered means of his attaching 
himself to what might afterwards prove a legitimate 
object in life. To such an use indeed, some years 
afterwards, he did turn the knowledge thus ac- 
quired, for he devoted himself in after life to the 
teaching of elocution, and the correction of defective 
articulation in those who laboured under the habit 
of stammering. 

The part Mr. Thelwall took in the proceedings 
of the Physical Society, so long as he remained 
a member, was of the most active description. He 
had been elected an ordinary member during the 
preceding session, and from the interest he then 
exhibited in its affairs, as well as from his connexion 
with Mr. Cline, and intimacy with Astley Cooper, 
Coleman, and other leading members, he was, at the 
beginning of this session (1792), chosen one of the 
committee of management. He appears, in this 
capacity, to have most actively performed the duties 
it devolved on him ; for in the early part of the 
month of January, on account of a falling off in the 
attendance at the meetings, he, with the assistance 
of another member of the Committee, Dr. Maclaurin, 
proposed a series of resolutions, one of which was 
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to ioBtitute a committee of inquiry into the cause of 
this lukewarmness on the part of its members. This 
proposition was adopted by a large majority. The 
committee met a few days afterwards, on the 17th of 
the month, Mr. Thelwall being chosen its president;, 
and ip consequence, on the 19th, a general meeting 
of aU the members was convened to bear the sugges- 
tions which they had to lay before the Society. On 
this evening I find Thelwall by letter regretting that 
he was obliged to send the account of the proceedings 
pf the Committee of Inquiry, he being prevented 
personally appearing with them, in consequence of 
an engagement " at a mee|:ing of th^ Society of the 
Frfends of the Liberty of the Press, of which he wafii 
a member." 

Nor did he confine himself to assisting in regu- 
lating the economy |of the Society only, for f^t a 
jneeting on the 2^th of the same month he read a 
paper; which, from the length of the period the 
discussion upon it occupied, as well as the language 
of t^e letter of thanks which was afterwards voted 
to him, appears to |iaye attracted miich attention. 
I subjoin the extracts from the Society's books 
which allude to this paper. It is to be regretted 
that no record is preserved, either of the docu- 
ment itself, or <)f those who took part in the subse- 
quent discussion. The custom of the Society theii 
was only to keep minutes of private business, and of 
the communications, which, under the title of " Me- 
dical News," preceded the reading of the papers. 
The entries relating to this essay are the following : — 
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"•fanuary 26th, 1793. Mr. Haighton in the chair. Mr. 
Thelwall read his essay on Vitality, which was in part discussed. 

" February 2nd, 9th, 15th, 23rd. The discussion on Mr. 
Thelwall's paper on Vitality was continued. 

«' March ?n4 17P3. Mr. Haighton in the chair, (gixth 
evening.) Dr« Maclaurin moyed that; a letter of thanica, signed 
by the presidents and secretary, be transmitted to Mr, Thelwall 
for his excellent and very valuable dissertation on Animal 
Vitality— the abilities he displayed during the discussion — ^and 
the instruction which this institution has received from his 
assistance in t)ie debates thereon. This motion was seoqnded by 
Mr. Coleman, ^pd unanimously carried. 

"Conftrmed. John Ttjrnee Mbrritt. 

Geo. Johnson, Secretary** 

The nature of this p?ipqr, contrasted with thQ 
U8u^} topics of discussion, shows that the authoy did 
pot omit to select a subject in itself so meta- 
physically obscure, as to give him an opportunity of 
mingling materialisiii with it, and warrapts the sug- 
gestion before given of the reason for his attendance 
at these hospitals. He does not appear, indeed, 
during t|ie time he was connected Teitl^ the schpojs 
of piedicipe, in a single instance, to have directed 
lijs attention to a Purejy professiopal object. 

|t is curious that we phoiild find Astley Coopej: 
thus ag^in thrown into frequent comipunicatipn 
)vith Mr. Thelwall, to whose influence the best 
friends of the former had already attril)uted the 
taint in his political and religious principles. In 
Thelwall's Life, written by his widow, allusion is 
made to the intimacy which at this period existed 
between him, Mr. Coleman, and Sir Astley Cooper, 
and the following facts are mentioned: — 
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Mr.Thelwall was the subject of violent palpitation 
of his heart, which sometimes beat so loudly as to be 
heard at an amazing distance : so much so, indeed, 
that, on one occasion, some person passing him in 
the street was attracted by the sound, and stopped 
to ask him if what he heard really proceeded from 
the beating of Mr. Thelwall's heart, as he could 
hardly believe the circumstance. This disease, for 
some years, seemed to have entirely left him, but, 
in the year 1829, it returned with increased vehe- 
mence, and Mrs. Thelwall states, that at night she 
has been awakened from her sleep by the violence 
of the palpitations of her husband's heart, and that 
she has at first imagined the sound to proceed, so 
distinctly loud was it, from some one knocking at 
the door. 

Mr. Thelwall must have, at an early period of 
his attack, talked to Sir Astley about his disease, for 
it is stated that he promised Sir Astley his heart, 
should he die first, an intention which, says Mrs. 
Thelwall, he meant to have fulfilled. She does not, 
however, mention the circumstances which prevented 
his promise being carried into effect. Sir Astley 
used jocularly to say, Mr. Thelwall had informed 
her, in allusion to his disease, ^* That Thelwall had 
an exceedingly good head, but an excessively bad 
heart." 

Even at this early period of his life, Mr. Thel- 
wall appeared frequently before the public, and he 
would often leave the lecture-room at the hospital 
for the purpose of delivering a lecture himself at 
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■ Coachmakers' Hall, or some similar institution. Mr. 

■ Harrison, the Treasurer of the hospital, informs me 
F that, on one of these occasions, he went to listen to 

him. The lecture which Thelwall then delivered 
was upon the evils of the slave trade; a topic 
calculated no less to call forth his own powers of 
eloquence than the interest and sympathies of his 
audience, and therefore a favourite subject with 
him. After vividly painting the horrible suflferings 
to which the slaves were subjected, he proceeded to 
describe a mask which he said they were forced to 
wear, and which was so constructed that, whilst it 
permitted them to breathe, and perform the duties 
of their occupation without difficulty, it at the same 
time prevented the possibility of any indulgence 
being afforded to the cravings of their appetite. 
Having, with some minuteness, given an account of 
this instrument, he suddenly drew one forth from a 
place near him, and fitted it to his face. The efiect 
of this theatrical experiment was not such as he had 
anticipated: for instead of exciting expressions of 
horror and pity at the sufferings of those to whom 
he stated such an apparatus was applied, a conviction 
of the absurdity of his account seemed at once to 
rush into the minds of his audience. His stratagem 
was accordingly received with shouts of laughter, 
and he himself, on removing the mask, was greeted 
with a shower of hisses. He had overshot his mark. 
Disconcerted, for a minute or two he remained 
absorbed in thought, when, as if doubting that he 
had mistaken the object of these expressions of dis- 
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approbation, he again coTered his face vnth the 
mask, and turned to the audience. This onlj 
served to renew the laughter in an increased 
degree, and this time, when he reinoyed it, the vehe- 
mence of the hisses rendered quite clear to his mind 
the cause which had provoked them. Different 
feelings at once took possession of him ; — ^his fyee 
flushed with anger, and with a quivering lip he 
remarked, "You are perhaps aware that the only 
quadruped which makes the noise you are now 
making, is — ^the goose.** This unfortunately-worded 
rebuke, Mr. Harrison informed me, literally con- 
vulsed the people present with laughter, amid the 
peals of which the meeting broke up, and the lec- 
turer himself, abashed by his own lapsus, hurried 
from the scene of his disgrace*. 

Thelwall was, however, always violent in his 
expressions, and frequently, from passion and excite- 
ment, carried his arguments to the most absurd 
extravagances. About this time, a man was con- 
victed of a murder, which he bad committed a period 

* The character and style of these lectures may perhaps be 
further elucidated by the following quotation from the Pursuits of 
Literature. "John Thelwall read, during the Lent season, what 
he termed Classical lectures; and most kindly dnd affectionately 
pointed out the d^ects of all the ancient governments of Greece, 
Rome, Old France, &c*; and the caitses of rebellion, insurrection, 
regeneration of governments, terrorism, massacres, and revolu- 
tionary murder; without the least hint or application to England 
and its constitution. Showing how the Gracchi were great men, 
and so, by implication, the Bedfords, the Lauderdales, &:c. I 
must own I fear nothing from such lectures." (13th edit., p. 132.) 
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of ten years before his detection, and was sentenced 
to be executed for the crime. Thelwall publicly 
maintained one evening, at the Physical Society, that 
this punishment was not only criminal, in a religious 
point of view, as opposed to the will of the Almighty, 
who had given him so long an opportunity for 
repentance, of which the unfortunate man had taken 
advantage, but that it was also an act of great 
injustice; for, as he was ready to prove, there was 
not a particle of the being who had committed the 
crime, still existing in the man who was to be exe- 
cuted for it. This will not appear, however, so 
absurd an argument, when we reflect that it was 
used by a materialist. 

The above anecdote sufficiently shows how far 
at this period of his career he suffered himself to be 
carried away by the current of his misguided feel- 
ings, a fault which he afterwards admitted to be a 
source of regret to him. In a letter to Mr, Cline, 
he remarks, when speaking of certain scientific pur- 
suits to which he had comparatively late in life 
devoted himself, " The eccentric fire of youth hurried 
me away to other topics with an impetuosity which 
maturer judgment may regret, though integrity 
cannot repent of the principle." 

It might be expected by any one contemplating 
the preceding six months of the life of Mr. 
Cooper, that the scenes he had witnessed in Paris, 
his success on his return to London, and the birth 
of his child, would all have tended to soften, if not 
to remove, the republican bias which he had ac- 
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quired; but there is sufficient evidence of his still 
retaining the same principles and political views, 
though not perhaps to the same extent. My friend 
Mr. Travers, in writing to me of Mr. Cooper at this 
period, says: — " He went a step beyond the whiggism 
of those days, being a member of the Revolution 
Society, founded in commemoration of ours in 1688. 
He was an active steward of its anniversary, held at 
the Crown and Anchor Tavern in the year 1793.*' 

Perhaps to the fact of his renewed intimacy vdth 
Mr. Thelwall, more than to any other cause, may be 
attributed this delay in the hoped-for change, which 
to a certain extent seemed to have been promised, 
by his expressions of horror at the savage cruelties 
committed by the democratic leaders at Paris. In 
a letter from Mr. George Johnson, who was secre- 
tary of the Physical Society at Guy's Hospital for 
nearly thirty-five years, is the following remark: — 
"The situation which I held at Guy's necessarily 
brought me in contact with him, as he was one of 
the six presidents, at least every Saturday night; 
which, after the Society was over, we frequently 
finished together with citizen Thelwall, John Walker, 
and a few other free-thinkers, by whom we were 
tolerably republicanized." 

In May, 1793, Mr. Cooper concluded the labours 
of this session, with his character as a surgeon 
and as a lecturer, both on anatomy and surgery, 
greatly enhanced in estimation. The popularity 
of his surgical lectures, the regular as well as 
increased attendance on the part of the pupils, 



1 



Digitized by 



Google 



HIS POSITION IN 1793- 245 

fully convinced him of the propriety of the new plan, 
which he had adopted at the commencement of 
the course, and gave him not only a proof of the 
good impression he had made on his audience, hut 
also an earnest of the pennanency of his success, 
if this important department of his professional pur- 
suits were only prosecuted for the future with the 
same ardour and industry. 

But the satisfaction he must liave derived from 
his professional pursuits, was doomed to he allayed 
by no little anxiety at home; for at this time lurking 
symptoms of disease began to appear in his child- 
He immediately thought of a plan to re-establish its 
health, and for this purpose sought a house sur- 
rounded by pure air, which he appears then to have 
considered, as he did ever afterwards hold it to be, a 
remedy for almost all the diseases to which children 
are b'able. Having met with such a cottage as he 
desired at Pentonville, he hired it, and made use of it 
as a nursery for his child; and here, every morning 
after breakfast, throughout the summer of this year, 
Mrs. Cooper and her young charge repaired to pass 
the day. Nor was the attention to her infant, and 
the hopes of benefit to it, the only gratification 
afforded to Mrs. Cooper by this plan, for her friend 
Mrs. Green, the sister of Mr. Cline, who still survives, 
had just then given birth to a son, and added to 
Mrs. Cooper's pleasure by joining with her in this 
domestic arrangement. This son was the present 
Mr. Joseph Henry Green, whose character as a sur- 
geon, philosopher, and man of general science, is too 
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well known to need any panegyric from me- I may 
be allowed, however, to take this opportunity of 
publicly expressing feelings of friendship towards 
that gentleman, which, I trust, I have given him 
reason to know have been warmly felt by me during 
a period of thirty years' frequent communication. 

Mrs. Cooper's child, notwithstanding the arrange- 
ment I have described, never regained fully its 
former health; but from this period seems always 
more or less to have involved a care in its parent's 
mind. The unremitting attention which Mr. Cooper 
paid to this infant, was not one of the least pleasing 
traits in his character; for it proved him to be eager 
to discharge his duties as a parent, with a devoted- 
ness and fidelity equal to that which we have already 
seen him bestow on his professional pursuits. 
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CHAPTER XIV, 

Mr. Coopbr is appointed Pbofbssor of Anatomy to Sur- 
geons' Hall, a. d, 1793. Thblwall at the Physical 
Society. His Essay on Mental Action. Discontinu- 
ance OP HIS Intimacy with Mb. Cooper. Extracts 
FROM A Letter by Mr. Thelwall to Sir Astley Cooper 
IN latter life. Death op Mr. Cooper's Daughter. 
Mr. Cooper is reappointed Pbofbssor of Anatomy to 
Surgeons' Hall, a. d. 1794 and 1795. Mrs. Cooper's 
ADOPTED Daughter. Mr. Cooper goes to Hamburgh. 
Duel between Lord Valentia and Mr. Gawler. Mr. 
Cooper's Conduct on this Occasion. His Illness at Sea. 
Extracts from Sir Astley's Journals. 

The commencement of October, in the year 1793, 
again found Mr. Cooper at his post at the hospital, 
ready to enter upon the duties of the ensuing session. 
He delivered the introduction to his course on sur- 
gery, with more than his accustomed spirit and 
enthusiasm; for he was animated by the delight of 
perceiving his growing reputation evidenced by the 
large increase in the number of his pupils. The 
jfiresh entries to his lectures on surgery were twice 
as numerous as those of the preceding winter. 
Perhaps, also, he particularly felt at this time the 
gratifying distinction paid to him, by his being 
chosen for the appointment, awarded to him in the 
course of the previous summer, of lecturer on ana- 
tomy to Surgeons' Hall. 



Digitized by 



Google 



248 LIFE OF 8IE A8TLEY COOPER, 

This Professorship he acquired upon the resigna- 
tion of Mr. Orange, who, we believe, although he 
had accepted the office only in the preceding month 
of July, never officiated, in consequence of having* 
married a lady of large fortune, of the name of 
Jackson. Mr. Orange afterwards adopted the name 
of this lady, and immediately retired from profes- 
sional life. Through this circumstance, assisted 
perhaps by the influence of Mr, Cline and Mr. 
Cooper, who were at this time prominent members 
of the council of the College of Surgeons, Mr. 
Astley Cooper early in life gained this conspicuous 
position among the members of his profession. The 
duty of the Professor of anatomy was publicly to 
dissect the bodies of criminals executed at the Old 
Bailey, in the yard of which the Surgeons' Hall was 
at that time placed. The manner in which he per- 
formed the duties of this office gave general satis- 
faction, and his uncle, Mr. William Cooper, judging 
from Sir Astley's allusions to this point, seems 
more on this, than perhaps any other occasion, to 
have expressed his satisfaction at the professional 
elevation of his nephew. 

The Physical Society of Guy's still continued to 
occupy a great share of Mr. Cooper's attention, and 
in the course of this session a circumstance of consi- 
derable interest occurred, bearing on his history — 
the unpopularity and consequent retirement from the 
Society of Mr. Thelwall, to whose influence over Mr. 
Cooper we have had to make so many allusions. It is a 
matter, indeed, of no little wonder how Mr. Thelwall, 
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with his violent feelings and views, could so long 
have remained a member of a Society, the object of 
which was purely to advance the progress of physi- 
cal science. Towards the middle of the winter, 
grown bold by the respect which had been paid him 
during the last session, and by the success of the 
essay he had then read to the Society, Thelwall 
brought before the members a paper, entitled " The 
origin of Mental Action explained on the system of 
Materialism." The effect of this on the minds of 
the members, and the result which it produced, will 
be given explicitly enough, and with most fairness, 
by simply quoting the brief entries which exist in 
the Society's books: — 

"Dec. 14th, 1793. Mr. A. P. Cooper in the chair. Mr. 
Thelwall delivered in his paper ^ On the origin of Mental Action 
explained on the system of Materialism/ Mr. Thelwall read his 
pai>er. Geo. Johnson, Secretary, 

"Jan. 4th, 1794. Dr. Maclaurin in the chair. Mr. Thel- 
wall's paper in part discussed. 

"Jan. 11th, 1794. Dr. Maclaurin in the chair. Mr. Thel- 
wairs paper was continued. 

*' Jan, 18th, 1794* Dr. Maclaurin in the chair. Mr. Thel- 
wall's paper was continued. 

"Jan. 25th, 1794. Dr. Ralph made the following motion: 
*That as a paper, now before the Society, which has already 
been under discussion for three successive evenings^ appears to 
have no application to the science of medicine or surgery^ there- 
fore in no degree interesting to a Society which has only for its 
object the improvement of these arts: Moved, That the discus- 
sion of the aforesaid paper be discontinued, and not resumed, 
and that the paper next in succession be substituted in its 
place.' 

" This motion was seconded by Dr. S(^uaders!) and, after a 
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very long aad tumultuous debate, determined by ballot} when 
there appeared— Ayes, 39; Noes, 19. 

^' In consequence of this decision, Messrs. Clarke and Wilson, 
honorary members, and Messrs. Thelwall and Burtenshaw, ordi- 
nary members, withdrew their names from the Society. 

" The Society afterwards, by vote, adjourned. 

" Confirmed. John Haighton, Pre$. 

Georqe Johnson, See" 

The bond of connexion between Mr. Thelwall 
and Mr. Cooper seems to have been loosened from 
this time, if not altogether severed. Many years 
afterwards, however, at a time, when their relative 
positions were widely diflTerent, circumstances led to 
communication between them, being in some mea- 
sure renewed. Many facts contribute to prove 
that Thelwall exercised a serious influence over the 
mind of Astley Cooper during the early period of 
his professional life; an influence, too, of such a 
nature, that its removal, however honest may have 
been the conviction in ThelwalFs mind of the just- 
ness of his sentiments and doctrines, cannot be 
considered but as one of the fortunate events of 
Sir Astley's career. There can be no doubt that 
Thelwall was endowed by nature with an energetic 
mind, which, perhaps, had it been properly directed 
to any one useful purpose, might have been rendered 
a benefit, as well as an honour to society. On the 
contrary, from never allowing his impulses to be sub- 
jected to any wholesome control, he was ever flighty 
and unstable, actuated by chimerical views, and 
readily suffered himself to be led away by the dic- 
tates of false feeling and sophistry. 
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The following is one of Thelwall's letters to Sir 
Astley Cooper, written many years after the occur- 
rences we have related. It offers a good example of 
the style and talent of the writer, and at the same 
time serves to illustrate an interesting feature in 
the character of Sir Astley Cooper, who, although 
he now held opinions altogether at variance with 
those which he had formerly advocated in common 
with Thelwall, yet would allow neither his altered 
political feelings, nor the exalted position to which 
by his own exertions he had raised himself, to be an 
excuse for withholding that assistance which his 
former acquaintanceship justly authorized Thelwall 
to seek. 

** Ching^ near Aylesbury^ Btioksy 
« My dear Sir, 27th Jan., 1832. 

•*' Your letter of the 23rd gave me the most 
sincere satisfaction. Though the busy occupations of 
both our lives, and the vicissitudes of mine, have 
long interrupted our intercourse, it is gratifying to 
find that they have not superseded or supplanted 
your sentiments of esteem and friendship towards me, 
and that I still live in your remembrance in the same 
hues of partiality in which heretofore I used occasion- 
ally to appear in personal intercourse before you. It 
is one of the best consolations of the evening of life 
to find that among those of the cheerers of the 
morning or .the noontide hour, whom the scythe of 
fate has yet spared, there are some who would still 
delay the fading twilight, or brighten it by their 
friendly remembrances. 
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"The cordial manner in which you have so 
promptly answered my former note (more gratifying 
even than the acceptable accompaniment), encou- 
rages me to speak with more explicitness of the 
views and objects of my present undertaking. As 
far as literature and the science are concerned, these 
are sufficiently explained in the printed prospectus; 
but in what is more immediately personal, the plan 

has originated in the advice of my friends Dr. 

and Mr. , as a means (and the c/nly one that 

could have been acceptable to me) of rendering my 
remaining years independent of those vicissitudes to 
which my life has hitherto been exposed, and with 
which (though the elasticity of my spirit is yet un* 
broken) I am not now as competent to struggle as 
heretofore. 

u 4^ # 4^ * ^ g^^. j^. jg j^^^ ^YiQ influence 

of rank alone that I aspire to nor to that of party 
politics. I shall be still more proud of the counte- 
nance of men of science, and am therefore particu- 
larly gratified that I have your name to grace my 
list. And from the tenor of your very friendly 
letter, I feel myself satisfied that you will not the 
less willingly exert your influence in the promotion 
of my undertaking from the avowal I have made of 
the ultimate personal object of the plan proposed, 
" Believe me, my dear Sir, 

" Your's very sincerely, 
*' Sir Astky Coop&i\ Bartr « John Thelwali.. 

During the remainder of this winter, until May, 
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1794, I have found no record of any circumstance 
worthy of remark. All the duties of the session 
appear to have been fully performed by Mr. Cooper, 
and his increasing prosperity offers the best proof of 
the eflScacy of the means he employed, not only to 
preserve, but also to increase his reputation. The 
session closed with success equal to, if not beyond, 
his most sanguine expectations. 

Ever since the commencement of the year Mr. 
Cooper had been more or less in anxiety from the ill 
state of health of his daughter, disturbed by the 
alternations of hope for its recovery and fear of its 
loss. He felt it to be too heavy a burden upon his 
mind to take upon himself the whole responsibility 
of attending the child, and he therefore consulted 
his friend Dr. Lister, one of the physicians o£ St. 
Thomas' Hospital. The attention of this gentleman 
to the little patient was ever gratefully remembered 
by its parents, and so estimated was his treatment by 
Sir Astley, that he ever after, during the life of Dr. 
Lister, sought his professional aid, whenever he 
wanted the additional advice of a physician. Dr. 
Lister seemed to agree completely with Mr. Cooper 
in his general view respecting the beneficial effects 
of air, as well as in this particular case. In accord- 
ance with these sentiments,- the child was constantly 
submitted to its influence; for Mrs. Keeling informs 
me, that during the previous summer, almost every 
meal, when the weather permitted, was taken in 
the open air in the garden. But the tenderest 
care was of no avail, for the infant gradually wasted, 
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until at last an acute attack of water in the head 
coming on, it died, in the month of March, 1794, at 
the early age of twenty months. The grief and disap- 
jpointment of the mother at her bereayement, did 
not in appearance exceed, what we might naturally 
expect to be excited, in one of her tender feelings, 
but, it is to be lamented, was of so deep and lasting 
a nature, that even time was tardy in alleviating the 
bitterness of her distress. 

It is matter of more surprise that the father 
should not have earlier expended his grief at the 
loss of a child of so young an age, employed as 
he was in such a diversity of occupation, and having 
for so long a period anticipated the calamity. His 
feelings, however, had been most acutely wounded, 
and although he would not allow his distress to deter 
him from fulfilling those duties which he felt him- 
self bound to perform, yet, for a length of time, it 
was evident that regret for the loss he had endured, 
was still uppermost in his mind: nor was it until 
some months had elapsed, that the reciprocal 
attention of the parents, and their mutual attempt to 
alleviate each other's distress, as well as a change 
of scene, obtained during a short visit to Yarmouth 
in September, succeeded in reducing their minds to 
a state of serenity and submission. The infant was 
buried in Mr. Cock's family vault, at Tottenham 
Church, but was subsequently removed to Hemel 
Hempstead Church, where Sir Astley Cooper in 
after life built a family vault. 

We have already mentioned the fact of Mr. 
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Cooper having been selected as Professor of anatomy 
to the Hall of Surgeons, in the year 1793. The 
election for this oflSce took place annually, and Mr- 
Cooper, on the 3rd day of July, 1794, was again 
chosen to hold the same office for the ensuing 
twelvemonth. At the same time he received the 
gold medal which then seems to have been the only 
remuneration for the services of the Professor. 

This appointment he maintained until the year 
1796, when he resigned it, and was succeeded by 
Mr. Thomas Blizard, of the London Hospital, a sur- 
geon who at that time had already promised to rise 
to the distinction which he ultimately acquired. 

I feel a difficulty as to a desire to transcribe 
Mr. Cooper's own words descriptive of the manner in 
which he considered he had performed his duties 
during the three years he held this professorship. I 
hesitate because I fear I may bring upon him the 
imputation of vanity; but surely a man who writes 
honestly is justified in stating his own opinions 
regarding himself. Neither am I one to believe 
that a man, when alone, and committing to paper a 
retrospective view of his own actions, and an esti- 
mate of his powers, is likely to misrepresent what 
he believes really to be their legitimate value; but 
on the contrary, I believe he is more likely to with- 
hold that just measure of praise which an observer 
would most readily award to him. With this con- 
viction, I submit the following quotation:— 

" I was appointed Professor of anatomy to the 
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Company of Surgeons, and gave lectures on executed 
persons, which were received with great edaU and I 
became very popular as a lecturer. The theatre 
was constantly crowded, and the applause excessive. 
My uncle was quite delighted, and Mr. Cline com- 
plimentary, which he seldom was." 

An interesting event in the economy of my 
imcle's house took place about this time, arising out 
of circumstances, which tended much to disturb the 
degree of happiness that would have been assuredly 
his share, had his wife been in a state of mind to 
participate with him in the gratification inseparable 
from his rapidly rising reputation. The source of Mr. 
Cooper's domestic anxiety was the continued distress 
of Mrs. Cooper, who appears not to have been able 
by any effort, nor even by the warmth of feeling 
with which she watched the growing prosperity of 
her husband, to avert the melancholy impressions in- 
duced by the recollection of her lost child. Anxiously 
as Mr. Cooper tried with his cheerful tone and 
manner to assuage her sorrow, it was evidently too 
painful an effort for her to assume a responsive 
gaiety. She seemed ever to be missing something, 
and all her natural serenity of mind in consequence 
was lost to her. 

Mrs. Cooper at this time made frequent visits 
to a small cottage which she had taken at Homsey, 
for the purpose ostensibly of attempting to fill up the 
void in her thoughts occasioned by the death of her 
infant, by occupying herself in the simple amusements 



1 



Digitized by 



Google 



r 



MRS. COOPER. 257 



which were thus offered to her; but perhaps, in truth, 
in accordance with the peculiar bent of her mind, to 
indulge undisturbed in her grief and disappointment. 
While thus situated, she met with a source of com- 
fort she had little anticipated, for circumstances 
made her acquainted with a young woman in the 
neighbourhood, of humble but respectable condition, 
who was nursing a little girl of the precise age of 
that which had so recently been removed from her 
own maternal care. The ill health of this person 
offered Mrs. Cooper an opportunity, under colour 
of relieving the young mother of her charge, of 
gratifying her own feelings in the society of this 
child, whom she would nurse for hours together with 
little less than maternal solicitude. 

The susceptibility of Mrs. Cooper's disposition, 
led her on gradually to imbibe so strong an attach- 
ment for the child, as to render its absence day by 
day more painful, while the occupation it afforded 
her tended in a great measure to restore her to her 
natural cheerfulness. 

Mr. Cooper, who used frequently to pass the 
evening at this cottage, when his engagements per- 
mitted, quickly perceived the beneficial effect the 
presence of this child had upon his wife's happiness, 
and did all he could to encourage its visits, even 
before Mrs. Cooper was aware of the extent of 
influence which the simple playful manners of the 
infant had exerted upon her. The illness of the 
mother, and with it, the ostensible reason for the 
child's presence with Mrs. Cooper, continuing, they 
VOL. I. s 
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at length were scarcely ever separate: uhtil the fieel^ 
ings, which were at first simply those of strong interest 
arising out of the circumstances we have described, 
became rip^aed into a strength of affection little infe- 
rior to that which she had felt for her own ofispring. 

Thus a new source of anxiety was threatened to 
Mrs. Cooper, unless some project could be devised, 
by which the continuance of this source of enjoy*- 
ment could, for some time at least, be secured to 
her. It was proposed by Mrs. Cooper^ therefore, 
that during the illness of the mother^ the child 
should be allowed to remain entirely in her 
care, nor was there any difBcillty anticipated in 
inducing the ftither, a man of dissolute habits, to 
accede to the proposal. Mr. Cooper himself Wati 
too anxious to do all in his power to gratify the 
wishes of his wife, to refuse her request | and 
indeed had already, unknown to her, paved the way 
for this completion of her wishes, fhe mothei* in a 
short time died, and the father, soon after thid 
event, readily consented to resign his child to fth 
adoption which, in every respect, promised advan- 
tages to the adopted, such as his own position iii life 
could never h&Ve afforded. 

From this period^ the infknt becftme domesti'* 
cated in the house of Mr. Cooper, and wfts treated 
iu every respect as if it had been his own daughter. 
She grew up healthy and interesting^ aiid by her 
affection and attentioti to Mrs, Cooper^ and her 
gene/al conduct, evinced the strongest desire to fulfil 
every duty of a child towards its parents, and the 
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tenderest mother could but have watched with grati- 
fication the virtues which embellished her character 

The intimacy which I have already mentioned 
to hav^ existed between Mrs. Keeling and Mrs. 
Cooped naturally led to frequent visiting between 
the two families, and thus Miss Keeling^ now my 
wife, became the constant associate of this adopted 
daughtei^* The intimacy of the young peoplo 
was in a great degree confirmed by the fre- 
quent visits which Miss Keeling, from her child- 
hoodi Was in the habit of making at my uncle's 
houBO) and which, from the affectionate esteem 
with ^hich she was regarded both by my undo 
and aunt, were frequently protracted to periods 
of long duration. Mrs* Cooper seldom went on 
any of her excursions to the various watering** 
places^ to which she oteasionally resorted in the 
summer, with Sarah) her adopted daughter, with-* 
out making MisH Keeling a companion to h&r 
little chargtic I am thus onabled to recount many 
cireumstanoes in the life of my uncle^ which would 
otherwise have lotig since passed into oblivion, ahd 
to maintain uninterrupted the thread of his history^ 

As the adopted daughter grew up towards 
woUianhood) she displayed considerable talent and 
fecility in acquiring the usual accomplishments 
essential to a yoUng lady's educatioUi Her voice 
was Very pleasing^ and her great proficiency iu music 
enabled her frequently to be a tource of gratification 
to the domestic circle of my uncle^ as well as of 
admi^tion to the occasional visitors at his hotuse* 

S2 
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In the year 1814 this lady was married, in conso- 
nance with the wishes of Mr. and Mrs. Cooper, to 
my friend Mr. Parmenter ; but their happiness was 
of short duration, for within a twelvemonth after 
the event, Mrs. Parmenter died in giving birth to a 
still-bom child. 

This second trial overwhelmed Mrs. Cooper with 
the severest grief, and long was it before^ she could 
bring her mind to dwell upon anything unconnected 
with the disappointment she had now again rieceived. 
She almost immediately retired to Gadesbridge, an 
estate which my uncle had then not long purchased, 
and there she remained, with scarcely any interrup- 
tion, to the period of her death. t 

My uncle felt the necessity of a companion for 
Lady Cooper during this period, as he himself was 
necessarily absent the greater part of the time in 
London, and he accordingly induced Mr. Parmenter, 
whom Lady Cooper regarded as her son-in-law, to 
take up his residence with her at Gadesbridge. . At 
the same time, that Mr. Parmenter might not con- 
sider himself wholly dependent on my uncle's 
bounty, or be at a loss how to employ his time, he 
proposed to him to undertake the management of 
his farm, an office for which he was well adapted. 
Here Mr. Parmenter lived until the death of Lady 
Cooper: he then came to London, and occupied 
himself in assisting my uncle in his anatomical and 
physiological pursuits, aud thus became a great 
source of comfort to his patron. Of Mr. Parmenter 
I shall have to speak again in the course of this 
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biography, when describing that period of Sir 
Astley's life in which the farming of his estate 
formed an important part of his occupation, as well 
as towards the conclusion of his career, at which 
time Mr. Parmenter saw more of him than any 
of his friends and connexions. 

The next circumstance worthy of note in the 
history of Sir Astley Cooper was in the year 1796, 
when he was called upon to act in an affair such as 
he had never yet been engaged in; indeed the 
natural bent of his mind was little likely to lead 
him to seek notoriety in connexion with such a trans- 
action. A quarrel occurred between Lord Valentia 
and Colonel Gawler, in reference to Lady Valentia. 
I believe that the dispute had been nearly settled 
to the satisfaction of his Lordship; but his Irish 
friends considered that he could not well, get out 
of the affair without a hostile meeting. There was, 
however, an objection to calling but Colonel Gawler, 
as an action had already been commenced against 
him by his Lordship. The Colonel's brother, Mr. 
Gawler, was considered by these gentlemen as a 
very fit person to become his substitute. A quarrel 
was accordingly soon got up with him ; and a 
meeting being determined upon, it was agreed that 
it should take place at Hamburgh. 

' Application was made by Mr. Gawler to my 
uncle to act as his surgeon on the occasion, and he 
readily acceded to the proposal, being the more 
inclined to do so as he had connxtions, relations of 
his wife, at Hamburgh, Mr. Gawler and his party 
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proceeded to Hamburgh by the packeti and remaiiied 
two or three days waiting the arrival of Lord Valen- 
tia and bis friends who came by the next packet 

During this intenral, Mr. Gawler accidentally 
met his friend Colonel R— - of the Guards, who 
had often been engaged in transactions of this nature* 
They had some conversation upon duelling and 
the use of pistols, when the Colonel significantly 
asked Mr Gawler whether he intended to kill 
Lord Valentia. To this Mr. Gawler replied, "Cer- 
tainly, it is not my intention, but I should wish to 
hit him« so as make him cry out, Hold~*enoughr' 
upon which the Colonel said, **Then desire your 
second only to put in half the usual charge of 
powder." This order was accordingly given. 

The meeting took place at a short distance from 
the city. The opponents were placed at the distance 
of twelve paces, and they fired together. Lord 
Valentia immediately exclaimed, but without falling, 
"I am hit." Mr. Gawler's second asked where, 
upon which Lord Valentia threw back his coat, and 
showed his neck and shirt covered with blood. 

Mr. Cooper of course rendered his assistance in 
co-operation with Lord Valentia's medical attendant, 
and by his tact and presence of mind, at once so 
completely gained his Lordship's confidence, that be 
was requested by him to remain and continue his 
services professionally. On examination, Mr, Cooper 
found tbat the ball had struck just below the collar 
bone, and having taken a glancing direction, had 
cut its way out after running round in the course vt 
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the second rib. Ha(} the pistol been charged as 
usual, the ball in all probability would have passed 
directly onward, and the result must have been 
almost inevitably fatal. Mr. Gawler^ when he 
saw my uncle's finger passed up to the knuckle 
in the woimd in searching for the ball, supposed, 
from the apparent depth, that Lord Valentia*s 
danger must be imminent ; and he and his second* 
therefore, thought it necessary immediately to make 
their escape into the Danish territory. This, 
after a tedious walk of several hours, not knowing 
their direct road, they at length reached. The 
wound did not prove to be dangerous; a»d Mr. 
Cooper accordingly in a short time had the oppor^ 
tunity of rejoining his friends, and be returned 
with them to England, My uncle's conduct on this 
occasion has been deicribed to me, as being remark- 
ably conspicuous for its kindness and feeling, united 
with the most perfect self-*possegsion and decision in 
the field. 

Dw^g the voyage homeward, their small vessel 
enQOunter§d a severe gale, and Mr, Cooper became 
extremely ill. A circumstance here occurred which 
remarkably confirms the well-known truth, that the 
boldest occasionally have their moments of fear. 
He, who bad been from his boyhood distinguished 
for his courage and daring, and had only within a few 
days before presented an example of firmness of 
qharacter; now, on meeting with the common dan- 
ger of a stormy passage, became singularly alarmed 
and almost panic-stricken. His terror, acting on a 



Digitized 



by Google — 



264 LIFE OF SIB ASTLEY COOPER. 

frame weakened by the depressing influence of 
sea-sickness, actually produced delirium, and the 
expressions of extreme alarm and apprehension 
which then escaped from him, long dwelt in the 
memories of those who accompanied him. Such a 
dread had my uncle ever after of a sea voyage, that 
I have frequently heard him say, " not the riches of 
the Indies should ever again induce me to make a 
longer voyage than from Dover to Calais;*' and in all 
his subsequent visits to the Continent, he invariably 
proceeded by that route. 

The notes in his journal of a tour to Switzer- 
land, up the Rhine, as late as 1834, still evince his 
timidity and abhorrence of the sea. On this occasion 
he stopped at Dover five days waiting for what he 
considered to be favourable weather, and during that 
time he examined with much care the different 
qualities of the boats, and at length made choice of 
a Government vessel as the best fitted to encounter 
the passage. 

His feelings on this subject led him minutely to 
note the conduct of others on these, to him, fearful 
occasions. In this Journal he remarks: 

" Monday^ 16<A. — I did not like the appearance 
of the Royal George steam-boat, for it was Uss and 
not so well formed as the others. She went out with- 
out us and soon returned, having broken her main 
axle. Mrs. Marcet was on board, but so soon, as 
she returned, she went on board the Britannia steam- 
boat, and crossed with her usual magnanimity and 
cowragf^, although she suffered from sea-sickness." 
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Many other such instances of his attention 
to this subject exist in his journals. In the note- 
book from wliich the above extract was made, he 
has written the following dialogue. It occurs upon 
his return from Calais to Dover. 

" We had a miserable passage over, the wind 
blew excessively hard, and almost all were sick. 
The cabin looked as if strewed with dead bodies, &c. 

" Lady Cooper was ill. The behaviour of the 
steward was attentive and kind, in the greatest 
degree. He told fifty white lies to inspire Lady 
Cooper and the other passengers with confidence. — 

" Lady C I am afraid we shall have a rough 
passage. 

" Randal. A beautiful passage, my lady. 

" Lady C. How soon sh&ll we be over? 

" R. In three hours, my lady. 

" Lady C Are we almost arrived? 

" R. Why, we have been out only half an hour, 
my lady. 

" Lady C. It is very rough. 

" R. She pitches a little now we are in mid- 
channel, my lady. 

" Lady C. But it is really very rough. 

" R. It is a beautiful passage, my lady. 

" R. Sir Astley sends you word, my lady, that 
we are now half way over. 

" Lady C I knew that half an hour ago. 

" Lady C. We have been out two hours, how 
soon shall we be at Dover? 
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" a. Not quite yet, my lady. 
^^ Lady C. Is there no danger? 
'< R. Not the least, my lady. 
<^ At length, after four hours and a half, we 
arrived safely in port." 

The above dialogue offers a good example, no 
less of his ability in giving a graphic description by 
a few words, than of the tone of feeling to which 
we have alluded. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Mr. Cooper removes from Jeffries Square to St. Mary 
Axe, A.D. 1797. Mr. John Saunders. Letter from Mr. 
Cooper to this Gentleman. Extkaotb from Sir Astlby 
Cooper's Memoranda. Mr. Cooper M6£ts with a Se* 
Rious Accident, Quotations from Mrs. Cooler's Letters 

IN REFERENCE TO THIS OCCURRENCE. MeDICAL ReCORDS 

AND Researches. Mr. Cooper^ Debut as an Author. 
Character of Mr. Cooper's Essays. The Edinburgh 
CxiUB* Internal Economy of this Association* History 
OP T0B Club. 

Towards the latter end of the year 1797, Mr. 
Cooper left Jeffries Square, and took up his resi- 
dence at No. 12, St. Maiy Axe. Mr. Cline had 
occupied this bouse for a long time, but, having 
determined to move westward, he left it in the 
autumn of this year, and took a house in Lincoln's 
Inn Fields. Before leaving St. Mary Axe, Mr. 
Cline strongly advised his young colleague to become 
the new occupant of his late residence, 

I have fortunately, through the kindness of my 
friend Dr. Farre, the means of publishing, in Mr. 
Cooper's own words, the considerations which weighed 
with him in his determination to remove to this situ- 
Ittion. The account occurs in the course of a long 
letter from Mr. Cooper to Mr, Saunders, without 
written date, but bearing the Barnstaple post mark, 
September 16, 1797. 



Digitized by 



Google 



268 LIFE OF SIR A8TLEY COOPER. 

Mr. Cooper writes : — 

"Mr. Cline is going to the other end of the 
town, and has left me his house in the city, which I 
feel myself strongly disposed to take. It is well 
calculated for priyate practice, and has also a large 
warehouse attached to it, which will make a most 
admirable dissecting room. I already, prompted by 
fancy, figure to myself the eflTect of our united 
labours in this most convenient place." 

Mr. John Cunningham Saunders, well known as 
the founder of the Infirmary in M oorfields for curing 
Diseases of the Eye, at the time when Mr. Cooper 
addressed to him the letter containing this passage, 
was a student at the Hospital, whose diligence and 
attention had particulaily attracted his notice. 
Having served an apprenticeship of five years in the 
country, he came to London, entered upon his 
studies at Guy's and St. Thomas's Hospitals, and at 
once devoted himself, with the greatest assiduity, to 
the science of anatomy. That his labours were not 
unattended with distinguished notice and reward 
will be best shewn by other extracts from the same 
letter. At the time this was written (1797) Mr. 
Saunders had been a hospital student only the short 
period of two years. 

" Dear Sir, 

" I ought long since to have informed you of 
my plan for the winter, so far as it concerns you, and 
as I have been able to decide. 

" It is my wish that you should lodge and board 
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in my house. I have already informed you that I 
live in a plain and economical style, and that you 
are only to expect a joint of meat and a pudding ; 
if this will satisfy you, a bed will be ready whenever 
you return to London. 

" I can say nothing about the salary you are to 
receive, for I have not been able to form any idea of 
what will be proper, or how much you would expect ; 
all I can say is, that the sum shall be annually in- 
creased, which, at the same time as it may act as a 
stimulus to you, and make it an object to proceed in 
your career, will be more convenient to myself, 
because, if no stroke of adverse fortune prevents it, 
my income must be yearly improving. 

" It is my wish that you should dissect for lecture- 
work in Comparative Anatomy, and assist me in 
making preparations. With respect to the first of 
these, the labour is certain, and all other occupations 
and objects must yield to it; with regard to the 
latter, the quantum of employ shall be guided by 
your feelings. It is a duty I have myself performed, 
vnthout injury to my health, with much amusement^ 
and great advantage. 

" I am in hopes that you will have no objection 
to giving me three months* information if any other 
pursuit should lead you to quit the situation, as 
otherwise, I may be unable to procure a substitute, 
and suffer great inconvenience from the want of one. 

" I never write a very legible hand, and am now 
writing, or rather blurring, with a pen split to the 
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feathers ! I fear it may require more than the time 
which remains to you in the country to decipher 
this letter. 

*< You may rest assured that I am» dear sir, 
" Your very sincere friend^ 

"Aotlby Coopto." 

Mr. Saunders, immediately after his return to 
town, undertoolc the duties mentioned in this letter, 
and was shortly afterwards appointed Demonstrator 
of Anatomy at St. Thomas's Hospital*. He con- 
tinued thus occupied, without any interruption, until 
his resignation in the year 1801. 

Mr. Cooper was induced to appoint Mr. Saun* 
ders his Demonstrator, not only on account of the 
great attention which he had paid to the subject of 
anatomy, but also on account of a peculiar ability 
which he possessed of illustrating whatever h« Wished 
to express, by means of sketches of a most eilectite 
character. 

Mr. Battley informs me, that on the days on 
which Mr. Cline lectured, Mr. Cooper was in the 
habit of going into the dissecting-room, where he 
could undisturbed, as all the pupils were at Mr. 
Cline's lecture, look over the subjects which were 
in progress of dissection ; and frequently in this 
manner did he discover some important facts which 
might otherwise have been overlooked. Mr. Saun- 
ders was generally his chosen companion upon these 

* See a Treatise on Diseases of the Eye hy John Saunders, 
&c. fidited by J. B. Fane, M.D., page 7. 
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occasions^ fttid Mr. Battle^, and Mr. Dea66> (a 
gentleman who became afterwards an eminent sur- 
geon in Dublin,) well knowing the value of these 
undisturbed conferenoes, usually remained in the 
dissecting-room^ und partook of the adyantages they 
Offei^i Their ditfoussion mostly commenced Upon 
doihe ptM exposed by dissection, and as it continued^ 
Saunders would generally contrive to get to th(^ 
fii^plfeice, and then With the poker^ a piece of burnt 
stick, Or some suck rude substitute for a better im- 
plement, he Would make a rough sketch of the rela- 
tire position of the o)*gan(^ tn explanation of hii^ 
¥iewd as to theii* function^ With such mathematical 
ftccuiracy as quite to astonish Mr. Cooper; who, 
although he might not yield his point of dispute, 
still envied this accomplishment of hifil adversary^ 
I'hus it was, that Mr. Cooper was led to determine, 
if possible, to secmne Mr. Saunders as Demonstrator 
to the school, a situation which he himself was 
at that time anxious to resign. Mi'. Saunders had 
acquired his facility and precision of delineation, 
not merely from being by nature a young man of 
ftbcurate observation, but also from long-continued 
employment of diagrams in his mathematical stu- 
dles,"«-in which branch of science he had made a 
considerable proficiency. 

The expectations of Mr. Coopet were not disap-* 
pointed'; for his selection of Mr. Saunders for this 
oflSce proved no less agreeable to himself personally, 
than advantageous to the pupils. On several occa- 
sions, when Mr* Cooper Went into Norfolk, Mr. 
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Saunders took the charge of his patients during his 
absence. This gentleman afterwards occupied a very 
prominent position in his profession, and acquired 
considerable reputation in practice; and his name 
will again occur in the course of these memoirs. 

In referring, in his memoranda, to the change in 
his residence which I have already described, Sir 
Astley mentions a curious anecdote. "When I 
went into St. Mary Axe," he says, "I was sent for 
by a Mr, Woodyer, who succeeded me in Jeffries 
Square, on account of a viper making its appearance 
before the fire at breakfast time, for I had kept many 
snakes, vipers, and frogs, to watch them through the 
winter ; and one of them, which had escaped, roused 
by the warmth, had crawled out and excited great 
terror. I quieted his fears by thus accounting for 
its appearance ; and he no longer retained his suspi- 
cions of the probability of the frequent occurrence of 
such visits." 

Upon establishing himself in his new house, Mr. 
Cooper indulged the hope of deriving some benefit 
from such patients as were in the habit of coming 
to Mr. Cline's, and who would now consult the 
new occupier rather than be obliged to take the 
lengthened walk to his new residence. One of the 
first patients, however, who sought his advice under 
these circumstances, gave him a hint that he was not 
to fancy, that with Mr. Cline's house, he was at once 
to gain Mr. Cline's fees. 

« Soon after I got into my new residence," Sir 
Astley relates, "a patient gave me a half-guinea. 
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saying, * I gave Mr. Cline a guinea, but, as you were 
his apprentice, I suppose half-a-guinea will do for 
you/ Mr. Cline made it a rule to take whatever 
was offered him ; so I did not refuse the proffered 
fee." 

In the year 1798, Mr. Cooper met with a severe 
injury, which indeed threatened to be attended with 
the most serious consequences. He, himself, for 
some time, possessed a firm conviction that it would 
prove fatal. 

The accident occurred in consequence of a fall 
from his horse. He was, at this time, in the habit 
of taking horse exercise early in the morning, which 
he always esteemed as the most valuable preventive 
of disease to persons, whose occupations necessarily 
deprived them of the benefits of other bodily exer- 
tion. Upon such an occasion, when riding one 
of his carriage horses, the animal proving not 
very sure-footed, fell, and threw Mr. Cooper on 
his head. He was taken home, and Mr. Cline was 
immediately in attendance upon him, and to his care 
and attention Mr. Cooper, in all probability, owed 
his recovery. Mr. Battley, whose abilities as a 
chemist have long been publicly known, and to 
whom I have previously alluded, acted under Mr. 
Cline's directions in preparing and carrying into 
effect his prescriptions throughout this illness, and 
he informs me, that the affection was a severe con- 
cussion of the brain, attended with ' a high degree of 
constitutional irritation. Mr. Cooper was confined 
to his room for five or six weeks. 

VOL. I. T 
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The letters from Yarmouth to Mrs. Astley 
Cooper, during the progress of this iltoess, exhibit 
the greatest anxiety ou the part of Mr. Coopers 
friends and relations, I select some extracts 
from two of his mother^s letters, — one, written to 
himself, just prior to his yecoTery, the other, to 
her daughteivin-law, Tbey Abound with the most 
expressive feeling and maternal solicitude, aiid ajre 
highly oharaoteristio of the tendemess of disposition 
which her letters so constantly exemplify. 

*< My dearest, my inestimable Daughter, 

" How does your each suoceasive letter rolieve 
my heart and increase my affection ! may eaeU 
day bring with it a portion of renovated health and 
strength to your loved patient, to whom yourtenden 
ever-anxious solicitude must have inexpressibly 
endeared you, as his sufferings must have augmented 
your affection. May you enjoy many, many happy 
years together, blessedi and making blest ! 

" I have at last imparted our dear Astley's illness 
to your excellent father, who received the intelli^ 
gence of his danger, and of his convalescence, with 
tears of blended sorrow and joy! I did not mention 
the accidenty but the fever. We both join In fervent 
prayers for our dear son's perfect recovery, and in 
assurances, that if the journey be not too long, and 
the season not too far advanced, we shall be happy 
in receiving both you and him, and in contributing, 
by eyery attention in our power, to his re-established 
health. 
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^* Family parties, and a few intimates, comprise 
our circle of visitors, I think and hope your dear 
father s health is rather increased than diminished, 
and bis spirits are eharmingly serene. We rejoice 
In your astonishiuffh/ wppoa^ied health, and snpplioate 
for its continuance. 

« # « « # 

« He^yen bless ye bqth, restpre you tP h^altbi 
pay dearest Astley, m^ preiservei to you, my b^st 
IbeJoved daughter, this and every Qtbev blessing, 
pmy, 

^^ Your eyer most tpuderly ^ffectiqu^te pftrentP, 
"S, Cooper. M* S* Coops»f 

" your dew fp-tber mPrt ^vfTectionately thgnkpd 
niQ for pot disclosing mx Astley's ftUrmiug stat0 
sooner." 

The letter, from which the following is selected, 
is directed to Mr. Cooper, and dated Oct. 29th : — 

"I cannot express the exquisite ple^sura your 
jood father wd I felt, my ever d^^est Astley, at 
the sight of your well knpwu pharacters» itnd on 
perusing the contents of your letter. How do our 
hearts overflow with thankfulness for your preserva- 
tion ! May you eyer, mj dear sou, retain a grateful 
sense of the mereies you bftve received, and prove 
your gratitude by w ev^r-actu^ting pipty ! 

" Your father now knows of your accident; the 
hair-dresser, who did not know it was intended to 
be a secret, mentioned it to him, but in the happy 

T 2 
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state of convalescence in which you now are, it only 
tended to increase his thankfulness. You have 
indeed a treasure in your inestimable Anna : never, 
I believe, did any one ever possess such a fund of 
exquisite tenderness. Self was banished from her 
thoughts, she lived only in you. Heaven be praised 
that you are restored to her prayers. May you live 
many, many happy years together! Mr. Cline's 
parental attentions to you excite our warmest grati* 
tude. We send, &c. « * * Your brothers 
and sisters were all with us when we received your 
letter, and it was a subject of universal joy. Must 
we not hope to see you till next year ? 

" Our kindest regards ever attend you, my dear- 
est Astley, with the most fervent wishes and prayers 
for your perfectly restored health and strength. 
Assure my beloved daughter she is dearer to me 
than ever, and believe me to be hers and yours, 
" Ever most tenderly affectionate mother, 

"M.S. Cooper. 

"Oc<. 29M, 1798." 

" You apologize for bad writing. We all agreed 
your letter was unusually well written.'* 

My friend Dr. Farre tells me that Sir Astley, 
in conversation with him one day, alluded to this 
illness for the purpose of exemplifying the remark- 
able sang froid of Mr. Cline. Mr. Cooper was one 
morning after the accident, when in the full belief 
that he was about to die, lamenting to Mr. Cline 
the event, not so much on his own account as 
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because it arrested a train of professional inquiry 
in which he was then engaged, and which he thought 
would prove of the highest public benefit. " Make 
yourself quite easy, my friend," replied Mr. Cline, 
" the result of your disorder, whether fatal or other- 
wise, will not be thought of the least consequence 
by mankind.'* The eager aspiring ambition of the 
young patient, and the calm philosophic coolness of 
his preceptor, form a curious contrast, — but at the 
same time the anecdote exhibits feelings highly 
characteristic of each of the two parties. 

The letter of Dr. Farre to me concluded with 
the following remark: — 

^'Perhaps some interesting discussions between 
Mr. Abemethy and your uncle, which are reported 
to have excited great interest about the time of 
your uncle's accident, and to have been continued 
with great animation for three successive nights, I 
think at the Physical Society of Guy's Hospital, may 
throw further light on the subject." 

The books of this Society about this period have 
been accordingly examined, but no report of such 
a discussion was met with, nor indeed did it 
iappear, that Mr. Abemethy was ever an attendant 
at its meetings. 

Upon subsequent inquiry however, I have found 
Dr. Farre to be correct in his suggestions as to 
these discussions having taken place at the Physical 
Society of Guy's Hospital. A gentleman who was 
present on each of the three nights on which the 
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subject was debated, and who took part in the dis^ 
cussiody informs me, that Mn Cooper, maiiitaining 
opinions Terjr diffbrent frotn those held hj Mn Aber* 
nethy as to the treatment of injuries of thd head, 
invited him, by a sort of challenge, to dome to Guy's 
and publicly discuss thd question. An ereliing was 
accordingly fiked, and it being generally known that 
such ati encounter was about to take place» the 
theatre was crowded to the ceiling with the pupils 
of the rival pi'OfeisbrSi The discussion was Carried 
on with the gi^eatest spirit by the adherents of the 
two parties^ and having beeh adjourned on twO Suc- 
cessive Saturday evenings, terminated on the third 
Saturday, as preconcerted public contests of this 
nature generally do, by each party beliig more 
strongly Convinced tbati ever of the truth of his 
own previous views. 

Mr. Co()per does not appear to have visited 
iTai^iiioUth this autumn, but, as soon as his health 
permitted, seems to have at once resumed his duties 
at the hospital, and to have devoted himself to pri- 
vate practice, and the scientific occupations in which 
he was engaged at home, which were chiefly anato^ 
mical investigations. 

In addition to the various means of increasing 
his professional knowledge to which we have already 
adverted, Mr. Cooper had adopted another plan, 
which not only in the furtherance of medicali but 
almost of all other sciences^ has been found of essen* 
tial benefit, — private discussion. 

Mr. Cooper at an early pmod had seen the 
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advantages which were likely to accrue from this 
source; and indeed^ soon after he had commenced 
the lectures at St» Thomas's Hospital, had been 
mainly instrumental in promoting the formation of a 
private Society of persons connected with the insti- 
tution, for the purpose of detailing to each other^ 
accounts of any remarkable cases that might come 
before their notice. Brief reports of these cases, 
fitted either for reference or statistical inquiry, 
were entered in a book kept for the purpose by a 
secretary. 

The papers of this Society having at last accu« 
mulated to a considerable extent, and many of them 
being of an interesting nature, it was determined to 
submit a portion of them to the public. For this 
purpose Mr. Astley Cooper, Dr. Haightoui and Dr* 
Babingtoni were selected as joint editors in the 
undertakings and this event was soon followed by 
the publication of a very interesting volume under 
the title of ^^ Medical Records and Besearchesi" com* 
prehending papers on thirteen different medical and 
surgical Bubjects» and accompanied by several elabo- 
rate engravings. This work appeared in the year 
17d8. Of the articles contained in this volumei 
two were original Essays by Mr. Cooper, and three 
other papers were the productions of professional 
men practising in the country, and communicated 
by him to the Society. The remainder consisted of 
papers by Dr. Haighton and Dr. Babington, or com- 
munications through them from their professional 
friends. The value of the papers which were written 
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by Mr. Cooper will be more appropriately discussed 
elsewhere, but eyen to the unprofessional reader it 
cannot fail to be an object of interest, to learn the 
circumstances which led to his debut as an author, 
and the tenor of mind which he exhibits in the 
pursuit of his subject. 

It is the characteristic of an acute intelligent 
observer to perceiye the importance of phenomena, 
which, to the ordinary man, appear of a trifling 
nature, or at most call forth but a passing remark 
or exclamation of surprise; but it implies a mind 
possessed of still higher qualities, when, by dili« 
gently pursuing and carefully investigating such 
circumstances, the observer elicits, or strives to do 
so, conclusions which may be converted to a general 
and beneficial application. 

Such a constitution of mind, such diligence and 
perseverance in pursuit, such care and research, 
do these papers show Mr. Cooper to have possessed, 
as is proved by the circumstance which originated 
his first Essay. 

A subject is brought for dissection to St.Thomas's 
Hospital, and is examined by Mr. Cooper; he dis- 
covers an unusual and diseased condition of certain 
parts of the body, the integrity of which are essen- 
tial to health; a careful and minute inspection of 
them is instituted by him, and the facts observed 
are accurately noted down. In order to learn the 
origin and developement of the disease, an inquiry as 
to the neighbourhood from which the subject was pro- 
cured is made, and after much difficulty discovered. 
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At length he obtams mth as much accuracy as 
possible the history of the symptoms which attended 
the patient during life, and those which were exhi- 
bited during the illness immediately preceding her 
death. These being compared with the appearances 
first noticed, he thus establishes a guide for the sur- 
geon, in future to detect and recognise the exist- 
ence of a similar disease, should it be presented to 
his notice, and the indications of its treatment are 
by these means deduced and determined. 

Such was Mr. Cooper's course of scientific pursuit 
in investigating this case, which, had it come before 
the notice of the majority of persons young as he 
was in medical science, would probably have been 
regarded only as a simple fact, and not have led 
to any scrupulous investigation of the manner in 
which important organs were capable of performing 
their functions under such peculiarities of mal- 
formation. 

The secQud Essay exhibits this disposition for 
thorough investigation, more fully than that to 
which we have already alluded. His attention was 
first called to the subject on which it treats as early 
as the year 1789, while making some anatomical 
examinations. From this time he continued looking 
for and watching cases bearing on the same subject, 
and ultvnately succeeded in demonstrating a beau- 
tiful provision of nature in case of a diseased 
condition in a certain part of her economy. To 
determine more fully the circumstances in connection 
with this fact, he pursued his investigation, and insti- 
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tuted a series of experitnents on the lower aniinals, 
b/ which hd was led to physiological conclusions of 
considerable importance. 

Even his method of performing these experi* 
ments exhibits the attention which he bestowed on 
eyery point, and shows how little he cared to spare 
either time or trouble* if onlj bj such means he 
expected to attain the sought^for ol^ect. In the 
case in point) before attempting experiments on the 
living animal which others before him had tried^ but 
in vaiU) be first by dissection and careful examina- 
tion of the deadi studied accurately the relative ^tu-» 
ation of the parts he was about to experiment upoui 
and was thus enabled eventually to succeed in his 
endeavours. It was always by means of such a 
careful mode of proceedings and such patient and 
persevering application! that Astley Cooper achieved 
the important discoveries, by which he has built for 
himself so high a reputation. 

These Essays being entirely scientifici have no 
pretensions to literary style; it is sufiScient to say that 
the descriptions are accuratoi the language simple 
but expressive^ and the arrangement orderly and 
clear* Whether the mode in which the work was 
published was found to be too expensive, or that it 
did not at the time meet with due encouragement 
from the profession, is uncertain ; but the publica- 
tion these papers commenced and ended with this 
volume. 

Another Society, and one of a somewhat more 
extensive character than the former, was instituted 
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in the eariy part df th^ year 1800, and perhaps had 
a shard in taking aWay the interest of Mr* Cooper 
from the association just mentioned. This W£is 
the Edinburgh Olub, so termed because its mem-^ 
bers consisted only of gentlemen who had, at some 
period of their professional education,, studied at 
Edinburgh* They were at first tery limited in 
number, there being only ten or twelve friends in 
the association. Their object in thus uniting, was 
not only to maintain the friendly feelings which 
their pihofession and common place of education 
induced among thefn, but also to add to their 
general stc^ck of knowledge by reading papers, eoni« 
pariUg noteS) 1by the formation and exatnination of 
anatotaiical preparations, and friendly disCu6sloh« 
They also sough<^ by mutual eo^^operation and assist* 
aUeei to promote any professional undertakings in 
whiijh a fellow^ember might be at the time 



Their meeting^ were held at ihonthly intervals, 
at each other's houses in succession^ and thetr usual 
plan of prOciSedihg was the following. Aftei^ tea, 
Which repast was always at half-past seten o'clock* 
minor points of business^ such as balloting for a new 
member, &c., were first disposed of. These having been 
concluded^ eaifth in ttim eithibited some ahatomical 
or other preparation^ which he had brought with him, 
and gave an accottnt of its history, or what it Was 
supposed to exemplify. If any diflfereUce of opinion 
arose from the consideration of these specimens, the 
matter Was argued generally by the meeting. Occa^ 
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sionally set papers were read, and the subjects on 
which they treated were also discussed. Minutes 
of the transactions and discussions were regularly 
made by the secretary, and this business being 
concluded, they adjourned at ten o'clock to sup- 
per ; always, by their regulations, a cold one. The 
only stimulating beverage permitted to be drank on 
these occasions was, strangely enough for a society 
of medical men, the not very wholesome one of 
cold punch. 

Although the members often remained at the 
meetings until a very late hour, the time was 
wholly, with the exception of that spent at the meals 
described, devoted to business; no cards or other 
kind of amusement being permitted to be intro- 
duced. The disputation was carried on in a free 
familiar manner, without even the formality of elect- 
ing a. chairman or president. Sometimes subjects 
of general science were mooted, but the discussion 
was usually confined to medical topics. Visitors 
were admitted to the meetings. 

Through the kindness of my friend Dr. Yelloly, 
one of its founders, I am enabled to give a detailed 
account of the history of this club. 

Dr. Yelloly writes : ** Dr. Thos. Arch. Murray, 
the son of Dr. Murray of Norwich, may be consi- 
dered as the founder of the Edinburgh Club. !» 
the year 1800 poor Murray, after being three or 
four years settled in Norwich, came to London, and 
was colleague to Dr. Willan in the Public Dispen- 
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sary« He suggested to mjself and Dr. Marcet, 
(that being the order in which he spoke to us,) to 
unite in forming a little monthly club of good fel- 
lowship, in which we cordially joined. We spoke 
to your uncle, who was always much attached to 
Edinburgh, and although it was some years previ- 
ously to any of us being at Edinburgh that he was 
a student there, he at once became a member. 
Then, if I mistake not, followed Charles Aikin, Dr. 
Frampton, Dr. Young, and Dr. Webbe. 

" Dr. Murray's brother, a solicitor, had removed 
with him to London, and lived in Greville Street, 
and our first meeting was there ; Mr. Charles Mur- 
ray being an honorary member when the club met 
at his brother's house. Dr. Murray was Secretary. 
In matters of election one black ball excluded. 
Cards were printed with a blank for date, &c., and 
Murray sent them out a week or ten days before 
the time of meeting. The hours of attendance were 
convenient, for if any member had a dinner engage- 
ment he could come late, so that our attendance was 
usually very good. Murray died of typhus fever at 
the Fever Institution, in about two years, and I 
succeeded him as Secretary. About this time we 
were joined by Dr. Farre, Mr. Travers, Dr. Pell, 
Dr. Bateman, and Dr. Curry. 

" Dr. Young soon went abroad, and did not join 
us again. Dr. Webbe settled in the country, having 
been physician to the Finsbury Dispensary. Dr. 
Roget and Dr. Birkbeck joined us when they came 
to live in town ; and also Dr. Wenthrip, who went 
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to Tunbridge Welli, Dr. Richard Bright and Dr. 
Goooh were also members of the club ; but at pre^ 
Bent I do not recollect the names of any others. 
Some years after the formation of the Medical and 
Chirurgical Society we became acquainted with 
some very yaluable members of that Society^ whom 
it was important to have ap members of our Club; 
particularly Lawrence, and I think George Young 
and others. They, however, had not studied in 
Edinburgh, and in order to obtain their admission 
among us, we changed our name to the Medical 
and Chirurgical Club. 

^< Every medical foreigner of distinction used 
regularly to visit us. Dr. Franok makes honourable 
mention of us ; and I wish I had kept a list of our 
visitors: Professor Berzelius, Professor Pictet» Pn>> 
fessor Franok, Dr. Wyllie, Dr. Hamel, were amongst 
the number. The last-named I saw only two or 
three years since in London." 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

Bbvibw of Mr. Ooopbr's Trovbbbj&hal Oarbbr prior ¥6 
Tw YB4II J800, His Poimoif m Prauo fSmMATioif, 
His Professional Income. Resignation of Mr. Wii;.« 
3PIAM Cooper. Th^ Candidates for his Situation. 
Curious Document. Mr. Harrison's Explanation of 
IT, AND Account of the Change in Mr. Cooper's 
Political Fbblimgs. Mr. Cooper appointbd Surgeon 
fw»G^'i I{qspi7Al. A¥^QJmw pf M»» William Oooprb. 
QQ49ACTBR9 AND Anecdotic of sis CoLLMGues |n Guy'« 
AND St. Thomas's Hospitals. Dr, Curry. Dr, Roots' 
Communication in reference to Mr. Cooper's Success- 
sioN to the Surgeoncy op Guy's Hospital. 

The important period when Mr. Cooper was elected 
snjrgepn to Gwfn Hospital now drawe nigh, but before 
deecribiiig thii event and the interesting clreum- 
stances with which it wus attended, it will be well 
perhaps to take a general review of his previous 
professional career, and his position at this period. 
In doing so we eannot but note, how steadily and 
progressively he had been advancing towards the 
great object of his ambition— ^professional reputation. 
We observi^ frpm the vejry moment of bis crossing 
the threshold of professional practice in 1791, a 
fixed resolution to achieve advancement by his 
own exertions; and that he might effect this, he 
would not suffer himself to be interrupted either 
by the political sentiments which he had imbibed, 
and which hurried many othewi of less steady princi- 
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pies to ruin or disgrace: or by domestic events, though 
many of them had been of the most serious charac- 
ter: or even by the calls of pleasure or indulgence, 
however inviting, prone as he was by nature to yield 
to such temptations; but we see throughout one 
undeviating system of industrious application of his 
time. 

There were no qualities, not omitting even the 
high gifts of genius, which Sir Astley Cooper seemed 
to regard as more desirable or commendable in pro- 
fessional men, than industry and personal investiga- 
tion. Tlie words in which he describes, in one of 
his notes, the existence of these qualities in John 
Hunter, will exhibit his opinions on this subject with 
the greatest clearness. 

" Mr. Hunter was, as Lavater said, a man who 
tJumght for himself but he was more ; he was the 
most indmtrious man that ever lived. He worked 
from six in the morning till twelve o'clock at night, 
and sometimes later. 

" He would stand over the most minute object 
for three or four hours before breakfast, dissecting 
and exploring it. His vast museum is a proof of 
what industry can accomplish, for it contains matter 
for seven years' investigation. 

" He worked at each thing for himself, although 
he might have heard about it by his brother's lec- 
tures, or by men who read for him. 

" I went with him to the dissection of a whale, 
and he examined every part for himself, caring 
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nothing about dirt or trouble, and taking out parts 
of the animal for minute subsequent examination," 

Among those who were best able to estimate 
Mr, Cooper's worth, his indefatigable perseverance 
had long since rendered him conspicuous; and he 
was regarded not only with the interest which 
attends those who have confessedly done well, but 
with the expectation of his achieving still greater 
things, and soon taking a high rank among the 
eminent of his profession. He was already esteemed 
one of the most excellent anatomists of his day, as 
well as one of the best instructors in the science. 
The attendance on his surgical lectures had been 
gradually increasing, and the study of surgery, as 
now conducted, formed the most important subject 
treated in the school. He had already appeared as 
an Author, and the abilities he had displayed, the 
scientific manner in which he had pursued his in- 
quiries, together with his well-known zeal, industry, 
and fondness for anatomical and physiological re- 
search, all gave a promise of future contributions 
from his pen, calculated to advance the science of 
his profession, and to. afford proportionate advantages 
to the public who sought its aid. 

Still it is a singular fact, that, although among 
his professional brethren he had by this time taken 
so high a standing, neither this circumstance, nor 
the many favourable qualities which he possessed for 
ingratiating himself with others, — ^his commanding 
figure and deportment, and agreeable manners, — ^had 
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yet brought him into the confidence of the public i 
professional adviser. The income which he derived 
from private practice, even at the period when he 
was elected Surgeon of Guy's Hospital, was very 
inconsiderable; by no means such as his position at 
the hospital and Surgeon's Hall, and the numerous 
attendance at his house of the poorer classes of 
patients, would have led us to expect. His receipts 
during these early years of his practice, of which he 
has left an account, exhibit a steady and, compara^ 
tively speaking, a considerable increase in his pro- 
fessional income, but at the same time form a 
remarkable contrast with the large sums which 
he afterwards annually derived in the same pursuits. 
•* My receipt," says he, " for the first year was 6/. 5*.; 
the second, 26/.; the third, 64/.; the fourth, 96/.; 
the fifth, 100/.; the sixth, 200/.; the seventh, 400/.; 
the eighth, 610/.; the ninth," (the year he was 
appointed surgeon to the hospital,) "1100/." He 
himself appends a remark, which sufliciently shows 
his feeling on this subject: — "although I was a 
lecturer all the time on anatomy and surgery." 

For the last year or two he had been paying 
marked attention, not only to his more important 
duties as a lecturer, but to all the minor concerns 
which his position at the hospital devolved on him. 
He was, in all probability, aware of his uncle's inten- 
tion of retiring in a short time from his situation as 
Surgeon; and was at once prompted by his ambition 
for professional distinction to seek the successorship. 
And indeed the strength of his position in the hos- 
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pital, as well from the situations he held in it, as 
from his general reputation, might very naturally 
give rise to such a desire. 

He does not appear, however, to have received any 
encouragement or assistance towards the attainment 
of his object from his uncle, Mr. William Cooper : 
on the contrary, indeed, it was generally supposed 
by the friends of Mr. Astley Cooper of that period, 
that this gentleman favoured the views of one of 
the other candidates in opposition to those of his 
nephew. Mr. William Cooper had not been able 
to control a certain degree of feeling at the invi- 
dious distinction which was occasionally raised 
between himself and his nephew, from the high cha- 
racter and fame of the latter in the profession gene- 
rally, but especially from his extreme popularity 
among the hospital students. He felt piqued also 
at the superior respect which his nephew invariably 
exhibited for the professional attainments of Mr. 
Cline, and the preference which, ever since the 
transference of his articles from his uncle to that 
gentleman, he had manifested towards St. Thomas's 
Hospital; for although the two hospitals were at 
this time united, there was always a certain degree 
of rivalry existing between the professional staff 
attached to each. To the influence of these feelings 
upon the mind of Mr. William Cooper, was gene- 
rally attributed his indifference, if not opposition, 
to the succession of his nephew Astley to the office 
which he himself was about to vacate. 

Many of Mr. Astley Cooper's friends, how- 
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ever, had already fixed upon him as the futoie 
Sur^on, and even the Treasurer appears to haye 
regarded him as the most fitted professionallj for 
the situation; for, during the years 1798 and 1799, 
he had several interviews with him, and expressed 
the gratification it would afford him to witness a 
change in his political associations and opinions. 

Such then was the position of Astley Cooper when 
the anticipated resignation of his uncle, Mr. William 
Cooper, actually occurred, and caused the vacancy 
in the situation, which he had so long creditably 
filled, as Surgeon to Guy*s Hospital. In addition to 
Mr. Astley Cooper, three other candidates for the 
office simultaneously arose. Two only of these had 
been regularly educated and attached to the hos- 
pital: Mr. Buckle, who had for some years been 
serving in the army; Mr. Whitfield, a brother of 
Mr. Whitfield, then the apothecary to St Thomas's 
Hospital; the third candidate being Mr. Norris, who 
had never been an articled pupil to any of the sur- 
geons of either Institution. 

The last-mentioned gentleman, however, not- 
withstanding his want of the support which their 
connexion with the hospital afforded to the others, 
seems to have been the most formidable of Astley 
Cooper's opponents, owing to the strenuous ex- 
ertions which Mr. Warner, who was closely attached 
to his interest, made in his favour. Mr. Warner 
had for some time been paving the way for his 
occupying the vacancy as soon as it occurred, by 
taking every means of introducing and putting him 
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forward at the hospital, and even by not unfre- 
quently deputing him, when he himself was absent, 
to yisit and attend his patients. 

While, however, these gentlemen were relying 
on their age, — for they were all considerably Mr. 
Cooper's seniors, — ^their connexion with the institu- 
tion, or on their private interest, Mr. Cooper put 
forth his claims on the ground, not merely of the 
regular and hard-earned gradations by which he had 
ascended to his present position in the hospital, but 
moreover on account of the important duties of 
assistant lecturer on Anatomy, and lecturer on Sur- 
gery, which he had now been performing for nearly 
ten years; not only with the greatest assiduity, 
but also with a degree of success few, if any, had ever 
arrived at before himself. These facts, together with 
the character he had acquired for the possession of 
distinguished industry and knowledge, would, in all 
probability, at once have secured him the possession 
of the vacant office, notwithstanding the opposition 
of Mr. Norris, but for one circumstance, upon which 
it is probable his opponents in a great measure 
rested their hopes of success, and which tended to 
counteract the favourable influence his other qualities 
had gained for him: I mean the notoriety he had 
acquired as a political partisan. 

Among the papers which came into my posses- 
sion at the decease of my uncle, was a most singular 
document. As it was without date, signature, or 
mention of the office to which it referred, and also 
being in my uncle's own handwriting, it did not for 
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an instant occur to me that he was the principal 
object alluded to in its contents. The following 
is a copy of the letter:— 

** To the Treasurer of Guy's Hospital. 
" Sir, 

" The candidates proposed for your choice at 
Guy's Hospital on Wednesday, are three gentlemen 
of tried abilities, who have served their king and 
country during the present war, and one who is a 
Jacobin, friend of Home Tooke, and an associate of 
the celebrated Thelwall. 

" By the nomination you may judge the sense of 
the present committees. 

"Caution;' 

Being altogether at a loss to comprehend its appli« 
cation, I took the letter to Mr. Harrison, the present 
excellent Treasurer of the Hospital, and found him 
capable of at once solving the mystery. 

" Yes," said he, " I remember receiving the letter 
of which this is a copy, as well as if it were but 
yesterday: it was in 1800, when your great uncle, 
Mr, William Cooper, resigned his office of surgeon. 
The particular position in which his nephew Astley 
stood at that moment, from the part be had been 
taking in the politics of the day, was a matter of the 
deepest concern to me. As the time approached 
for the selection of one of the candidates to fill 
the vacant office, I could not help feeling much 
hesitation and difficulty in recommending him to 
the Governors as a proper person to fiU so responsible 
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a situation, although, at the same time, from his pro- 
fessional character and talent, I felt assured he was 
most competent for the performance of its duties. 
At the very time when I was meditating upon this 
painful difficulty, I received that anonymous letter, 
nor did it, as you may suppose, relieve my mind in 
any measure from the anxiety I had before expe- 
rienced in determining my choice, 

" I thought it right, however, directly to send 
for your uncle, and to explain to him the awkward 
position in which he had placed not only himself, 
but me, by his political aasociations, and the hesita'- 
tion I naturally felt in making an appointment 
which would be open to so much vituperation and 
reproach, more especially in the face of a warning, 
stating facts with the truth of which I was but too 
well acquainted. I explained to him, moreover, that 
had the document not been conveyed to me anony* 
mously, it must of necessity have been laid before 
the consideration of the Board of Governors." 

Mr, Harrison's countenance pourtrayed, during 
this description, an evidence of the importance which 
he bad attached to this part of my uncle's history, 
although at so distant a period. A smile, however, 
soon appeared on his countenance^ and he gave to 
me the following account of what my uncle had 
related to him at this interview, in evidence of his 
having already determined to give up the cause of 
Mr. Harrison's anxiety, — ^his strong political viewF, 
as well as the old associates through whose influence 
they had been acquired and maintained. 
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** Your uncle,*' said Mr. Harrison, " told me the 
story so graphically, and at the same time with so 
much feeling, that he at once convinced me of his 
sincerity. The substance of what he said was this: 
• If you think me. Sir, professionally competent to 
perform the duties of Surgeon to your Institution^ 
you may rest assured that my politics, whether in 
thought or action, shall never interfere with my 
discharge of them; in fact, a regret has sponta- 
neously arisen in my mind, not only that I have ever 
been prominent in political excitement at all, but 
more especially that I should have espoused the 
opinions of those with whom I have been connected. 
My friend Coleman, whom you know. Sir, was under 
the same democratical influence as myself, and I 
took a walk some time ago in Epping Forest, and 
instead of either of us feeling that exuberance of 
spirits which naturally was so common to us both, 
we walked along for half an hour without exchang- 
ing scarcely a word, when Coleman at last said to 
me, " Cooper, what is the matter with you? you have 
not uttered a syllable since we commenced our 
walk: you are unhappy about something." I retali- 
ated, and remarked, that he had not been particularly 
loquacious, but at the same time soon confessed the 
truth of his observation, and told him that for some 
time an indescribable depression of spirits had taken 
possession of my mind, and I said, " Do you know, 
Coleman, that at this moment I feel a nasty disa- 
greeable sensation about my throat," and at the same 
time grasping my neck, I continued, ^* and I should 
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not be much surprised if that is what we come to, if 
-We persist in our intercourse with our present political 
set of associates. What good has it ever done us, 
Coleman? I am certain these unsettled discon- 
tented views are exciting no less harm on our minds, 
than on our success in life. They can never im- 
prove us in our profession, nor advance us in its 
practice ; we had better have done with them, and 
think more of paying obedience to the laws of our 
country than of disputing their justice and propri- 
ety." Coleman, Sir, readily assented to this, and 
admitted that he had not been very happy of late, 
from the same cause. 

" ' Having thus opened our hearts to each other, 
we felt relieved from a burden, the weight of which 
we had never perhaps fully felt until we were 
now rendered conscious of it by its absence, and 
walking on together we mutually discussed our 
position and prospects, the characters of those with 
whom from political sympathy we had been associ- 
ating, canvassed honestly and calmly the merits of 
their doctrines, and before our walk was ended, had 
each determined to relinquish the companionship 
and intimacy of our late democratical friends, and 
abandon for the future all participation in the strife 
of politics and party.' " 

Mi*. Harrison proceeded to tell me, that having 
heard this account, and perceiving its truth by Mr. 
Cooper's earnest manner of narration, he at once 
informed my uncle that the greatest obstacle in th© 
way of his appointment was now happily removed, 
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and that he could now consclentiouslj recommend 
him to the notice of the Board of Governors. Sir 
Astley then begged that he might make a copy of 
the anonymous letter, which in fact was the iden-> 
tical one I had just shown to the Treasurer. The 
author of the original Mr. Harrison never knew. 

The firmness with whicli Sir Astlej Cooper 
adhered to this resolution is no little proof of the 
powerful control he could at pleasure exert over 
himself, for he at once and ever afterwards avoided 
meeting those political friends in whose society he 
had delighted, absented himself from all Mr. Gline*s 
political parties, and gave himself wholly and 
entirely to professional considerations and pur- 
suits. His maxim became, and this he never 
failed to inculcate in the younger portion of his 
acquaintance, ^Hhat as the duties of a surgeon 
extend alike to men of all parties and views, it 
must be most unwise for him to attach himself to 
any one particular set, and thus render adverse to 
him all maintaining contrary opinions/' This im- 
portant change in his feelings and his prospects, 
which, had it occurred but a few years before, would 
have afforded so much pleasure to both his parents, 
could now only give satisfaction to one, and she, 
worn by distress at the loss of her husband, and the 
infirmities of age and bodily afilliotion, was but little 
able to participate in that joy, which under happier 
circumstances she would so fully have experienced. 

As soon as this change in his political feelings 
was made known, and he had obtained the sanction 
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of the Treasurer, there appears to have been no 
further impediment in the way of his appointment. 
Aware of the powerful interest which his opponents 
had among the medical staff of Guy's Hospital, 
he gave up all other business, and devoted himself 
for a time to the obtaining this important post. He 
personally waited on each of the Governors, then 
seventy-two in number, and from the reputation 
which he had acquired in the city, and the favour- 
able recommendation of Mr, Harrison, soon found 
himself possessed of so many promises of votes in 
his favour, as to feel perfectly secure of his election. 
Nor were his anticipations in any degree fallacious: 
for, on the Board of Governors meeting to accept 
the resignation of Mr. William Cooper, and appoint 
another surgeon in his stead, Mr. Astley Cooper was 
at once chosen as the successor to his uncle. This 
event occurred in October, a.d, 1800. 

From the above history it is clear that the election 
of Mr. Cooper to this important post, depended in 
a great measure upon the high estimation in which 
Mr. Harrison held his professional character. Upon 
this appreciation the subsequent success of Sir 
Astley must be said then principally to have de« 
pended; for, however high the character he had 
before attained among bis professional friends and 
in the estimation of the public, had another been 
appointed in his stead, the preference could but 
have proved most prejudicial to his future prospects. 
The advantages thus derived from the disinterested 
selection of Mr. Harrison, were ever most gratefully 
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acknowledged by my uncle, and to the last moment 
of his life, when speaking of the sources to which 
he attributed his elevated position, he never £uled 
to express the deepest gratitude for this mark of 
Mr. Harrison's esteem. 

The other surgeons of Guy^s Hospital, at this 
period, were Mr. Forster and Mr. Lucas ; while at 
St. Thomas's Hospital were Mr. Chandler, Mr. Birch, 
and Mr. Cline. Tlie physicians, at the same time, 
were, in the first mentioned hospital. Dr. Saunders, 
Dr. Ralph, and Dr. Babington ; at the latter, Dn 
Fordyce, Sir Gilbert Blane, and Dr. Crawford. 

Sir Astley has left, among his notes, some brief 
remarks on the characters of his colleagues, who, 
with the exception of Mr. Cline, from their not 
having devoted the same amount of attention to the 
science of anatomy as Astley Cooper had, appear 
to have opened advantages to him which he would 
not otherwise have obtained. "I was always of 
opinion," says he, in one portion of his memoranda, 
" that Mr. Cline and I gained more reputation at 
the hospitals by assisting our colleagues than by our 
own operations, for they were always in scrapes, and 
we were obliged to help them out of them.*' 

The characters of Mr. Cline and Mr. William 
Cooper have been already noticed in the previous 
part of this volume. The following anecdotes, by 
Sir Astley, of his uncle, Mr. William Cooper, how- 
ever, have not been hitherto given : — 

^^ My uncle was a man of great feeling, too much 
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SO to be a surgeon. He was going to amputate a 
man's leg in the theatre of the hospital, when the 
poor fellow, terrified at the display of instruments 
and apparatus, suddenly jumped off the table, and 
hobbled off, upon which the operator, instead of 
following the man, and attempting to persuade him 
to submit to the eyil which circumstances rendered 
necessary, turned round, and said, apparently much 
relieved by his departure, * By G — d, I am glad he 's 
gone.' 

" My uncle was fond of anatomy, and was very 
much in the dissecting room; and one day, ob- 
serving a young military surgeon, whom he knew 
to be an idle fellow, lolling over the fire, he said to 
him aloud, * Sir, you have learnt one duty of a soldier, 
which is, to stand fire, I perceive.' The gentleman 
never felt easy again in that position." 

Of Mr. Forster, he says, in another place, " Mr. 
Forster was a gentlemanlike man in his appearance, 
but not so in reality, for, at dinner, he would swear 
at waiters and abuse them. 

" He was only a quarter of an anatomist, but 
neat and dexterous. The first operation I did, after 
I was appointed Surgeon at Guy's Hospital, was to 
assist him in an operation for , in which he had 

got into a diflGiculty." 

I myself remember Mr. Forster as one of the 
surgeons of Guy's Hospital He had a gentle- 
manly appearance, tinged with a military bearing, 
which he acquired from having, early in life, been 
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in the army. He ever inaintained high cottttittt« 
tional principles, and always expressed the greatest 
respect for the Monarch; and I am told by a 
friend of his, that upon once hearing Mr. Cline 
declare, '' that the French Revolution was a glorious 
cause for a man to shed his blood in,** he indig- 
nantly turned away, and would never meet in 
friendly association with him afterwards. 

Sir Astley proceeds : — 

*' Mr. Lucas was a clever manipulator and a 
neat surgeon, but not an anatomist, and he hence, 
&c. He got 300/. per annum by bleeding, visited 
a hundred families, but, he told me, never got more 
than 600/. per annum. 

" Mr. Lucas, jutf ., succeeded his father. He had 
ill health, and could not study anatomy. He was 
neat handed, but rash in the extreme, cutting 
amongst most important parts as if it was only skin, 
and making us always shudder from apprehension of 
Lis opening arteries, or committing some other errors. 

" Chandler was a good tempered man, but wanted 
firmness and knowledge. He was so quick, that 
even before the dressings were removed from an old 
woman's back, I have heard him say, ' Nothing on 
God's earth, my good woman, can be looking better,' 
and at once pass on to another patient. He was 
remarkably rapid in common operations. He was 
always the same, and if he had lived five hundred 
years, would have always remained so. 

** Birch was a sensual man; clever, but a bad 
surgeon. He had neglected anatomy, and was there- 
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^ fore afraid in all operations which required a know- 

r5 ledge of it. I have seen him, &e. He devoted 

himself much to electricity, and thought he could do 

. wonders with it. Mr. Cline and Birch were alwajrs 

J opposed to each other." 

No remarks, however laboured, would have the 
power of demonstrating so clearly as the above 
careless notes, the estimation in Sir Astley's mind 
of the science of anatomy, and its essential impor- 
tance in the formation and success of the Surgeon ; 
for while, on the one hand, he attributes the infe- 
riority of his colleagues entirely to want of this 
knowledge, he, on the other, equally traces the supe- 
riority of Mr. Cline and himself to its possession. 

Sir Astley thus characterizes some of the physi- 
cians who were cotemporary with him : — 

^^Dr. Babington wa« the most disinterested of 
creatureS) and the most delightful of men. 

" A good father, a good husband, a sincere friend, 
a loveable companion. 

"Very humble, very respectful to others. I 
never knew so good or so cheerful a man. 

" He had learned Physic as Apothecary to Guy's 
Hospital. 

" Birch said, that they had spoiled a good Apothe- 
cary in trying to make him a Physician. Babington 
waited on him, and asked him if he had said so, 
saying that he must answer for his impertinence. 
Birch, however, assured him it was only said in 
badinage^ and slunk out of it. 



Digitized 



by Google 



304 LIFE OF SIR ASTLEY COOPER. 

^^ Babington lost a great number of cbildren. 

" He was subject to frequent headaches, which 
deprived him of the power of pursuing his profession 
for a day or two at a time ; and he told me the 
disease was incurable, as far as he could learn from 
his own experience, and that of others, 

** Dr. Saunders was a most entertaining lecturer, 
but superficial ]>erson, with a considerable share of 
geuius. 

" He would give out that he should lecture, next 
day, on Absorption, and ask some one to get him 
Cruickshank, that he might not come down entirely 
ignorant." 

Sir Astley makes no allusions to Dr. Ralph. 
His remarks on the physicians cotemporary with 
him at St. Thomas's Hospital are the following : — 

" Dr. Fordyce was a coarse man, a bad lecturer, 
got drunk every evening, and Mr. Cline said, was not 
over careful about truth. 

** He himself said he was the only Scotchman he 
ever knew that had entirely lost his native dialect, 
and this he would assert in the broadest Scotch it 
could be spoken in. 

" He was a remarkable instance of the force of 
habit, maintaining to the last that Fermentation was 
the cause of Digestion and Secretion. 

" His best paper was on * Purgatives.' *' 

Mr. Whitfield, the late Apothecary of St. 
Thomas's Hospital, once related to me an anecdote 
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of Dr. Fordyce, with whom he was on terms of the 
closest intimacy, which will illustrate one of the 
habits to which Sir Astley has alluded. Dr. For- 
dyce was one evening, at a late hour, called to 
see a lady of title who was supposed to have been 
taken suddenly ill. The Doctor, as was not unfre- 
quently the case at that hour, had become " ebri-* 
dm^' if not " ehrimr but nevertheless immediately 
obeyed the summons. Arrived in the apartment 
of his patient, he seated himself by her side, and 
having listened to the recital of a train of symptoms 
which appeared rather anomalous, next proceeded 
to examine the state of her pulse. He tried to 
reckon the number of its strokes, but in vain : the 
more he endeavoured to effect his object, the more 
his brain whirled, and the less self-control could he 
exert. Conscious of the cause of his difficulty, in 
a moment of irritation, he inadvertently muttered 

out an exclamation: — "Drunk, by !" The 

lady heard the remark, but remained silent; and, 
having prescribed a mild remedy, one which he in- 
variably used on such occasions^ the Doctor shortly 
afterwards took his departure. 

Early the next morning he was roused by a 
somewhat imperative message from his patient of 
the previous evening, to attend her immediately; 
and he at once concluded that the object of this 
summons was either to inveigh against him for the 
state in which he had visited her on the former 
occasion, or, perhaps, for having administered too 
potent a medicine. Ill at ease from these reflections, 
VOL. I. x 
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he entered the lady's presence, fully prepared to 
listen to a severe reprimand. Tlie patient, how- 
ever, began by thanking him for his immediate 
attention to her wishes, and then proceeded to 
say how mvRh she had been struck by his dis- 
cernment on the previous evening ; confessed that 
unfortunately she was occasionally addicted to the 
error which he had detected, and concluded by 
observing that the object of her sending for him at 
so early an hour was to obtain from him a promise 
that he would hold inviolably secret the condition in 
which he had found her. ** You may depend upon 
me, madam,*' replied Dr. Fordyoe, instantly, and 
with a countenance which had not altered its ex- 
pression since the commencement of the patient's 
story ; " I shall be as silent as the grave." 

The above anecdote offers an example of the 
strange events which sometimes are the means by 
which professional men may be brought into practice. 
Dr. Fordyce's patient on this occasion was a lady of 
fortune and influence, and proved of essential service 
to him, by introducing him into the circle of her 
acquaintance. 

Sir Astley proceeds :— 

<* Sir Gilbert Blane was a pains-taking physician, 
but he was so cold in his temperament, that we 
called him * Chilblaine.' 

« Dr. Crawford was an ingenious man, who, with 
small means, made the most delicate experiments. 

" I was surprised at the closet in which he worked, 
and the manufttcture of his instruments, which were 
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all his own making, even to the most delicate thermo- 
meters. With these slender means he developed a 
theory on the source of animal heat, which raised his 
reputation high in the estimation of philosophers." 

Shortly after Mr. Cooper's appointment to Guy's 
Hospital, two of the physicians of 8t. Thomas's 
resigned, and were succeeded by Dr. Wells and Dr. 
Lister. 

Sir Astley Cooper says of these gentlemen : — 
" Dr. Wells was an ingenious, but most initable 
man. 

" He once said, before Dr. Cooke, physician of 
the London Hospital : ' I am going to die, Cooke, 
and am very low spirited ; but I should not mind 
dying, if I was sure of going to heaven.' * Oh,' said 
Dr. Cooke, * be assured you will never be admitted 
there ; for St. Peter, as soon as he sees you, will shut 
the door, and say :— We will have no such quarrel- 
some fellows here !' 

" His paper on Dew was excellent. 
" Dr. Lister was a good, kind, and friendly man ; 
he for a short time assisted Dr. Saunders in his 
lectures, but their styles were so different that they 
soon separated. 

** Dr. Lister was an excellent and safe physician. 
He attended Mrs. Parmenter, my daughter, and 
my wife.** 

Sir Astley Cooper does not appear to have held 
many of the physicians of his day in high estimation, 
as the following rougb but interesting comparison 
between the professional characters of some of those 

X2 
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above described, and the celebrated Dr. Matthew 
Baillie, will serve to show. 

^* Matthew Baillie/' says Sir Astley, "was re- 
markable for his kindness to the whole profession, 
but especially so to the junior members of it, — he 
knew his frown could chill their aspiring hopes, or 
a contemptuous word crush and destroy thenu 
They had no fear of his seeing their patients 
without them, as they knew no word of censure 
would escape his lips. He was not an assassin, who 
would proffer one hand in friendship, and stab in the 
back with the other. 

" His integrity was as remarkable as his consi- 
deration and kindness. 

"The candour of Baillie was another striking 
feature in his character. 

"He laid the foundation of the practice of 
medicine as it at present stands, for before his time 
it was chiefly empirical. It was his cultivation and 
knowledge of morbid anatomy, and numerous oppor- 
tunities in practice, which gave to medicine the 
scientific character it now holds. 

" I recollect many of the physicians of my early 

time, — Dr. Fordyce, Dr. , Dr. Curry, — and they 

were all empirics- 

" Dr. Fordyce, in going round St. Thomas's Hos- 
pital, uniformly practised as follows :— • 

"* Put out your tongue, — there; now let me feel 
your pulse, — that will do,' and then he prescribed. 

" Dr. said of himself, that the longer he 
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practised, the more empirical he found he became, 
and the more he prescribed to symptoms. Although, 
however, not alive to the science, he was disposed 
to the trade of the profession. It happened that a 
large quantity of red bark was brought to London, 
and was bought by certain persons. The Doctor 
puffed off this red bark, and it had a great sale. 
Soon after this the yellow bark was brought into 
the market, and bought up. The Doctor now wished 
to puff off this, * but,' said he, 'I have exhausted the 
language of panegyric upon the red bark, so we will 
admit Dr. ■ into partnership, and he shall pub- 
lish the fame of the yellow bark.' It still, however, 
remained a DRua. 

*^ Dr. Curry was also, in my view, a great em- 
piric, for with him there was only one organ dis- 
eased, the Liver, and only one medicine to be pre- 
scribed. Calomel. He could not be corrected, for if 
one of his patients died, and was examined, and Dr. 
Curry was told that there was no disease of the 
Liver, he replied that he had cured it. 

"Such was medicine until Baillie brought out 
his work; but since his time every physician has felt 
it necessary to be conversant with anatomy, morbid 
B-natomy, and medicine." 

However fallacious the views of Dr. Curry 
might have been with respect to the liver being 
almost invariably the seat of disease, there can be 
no doubt, but that he was quite honest in his con- 
viction, and that he practised under its influeiice; 
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without any sinister motive. With respect to him- 
self, he always believed he was labouring under a 
disease of the liver* and one of a peculiar nature t 
for he thought that there was a Worm in the gall 
bladder. The supposed attempts which this wontt 
every now and then made to effect its escape through 
the duct, created considerable irritation, and eon* 
stituted one of the Doctor's hepatic attacks* Fdf 
these he immediately flew to his favourite remedy, 
calomel. The reason which he gave for always 
failing in getting rid of the worm was ftmusing^ foir 
he said, *< that directly the creature felt the ittflitence 
of the mercury, it ran back again to his gall bladd^n" 

I remember wben I was a pupil at Guy*si that a 
report prevailed, that Dr. Curry sprinkled Calomel 
on the meat in the sandwiches Which he iite fbr 
luncheon. This story of the " calomel sandwidbes*' 
arose from the essential importance whidh the Doc* 
tot always attributed to this medicide in the pre* 
servation of health, his frequent recommendation of 
its use to the pupils, and his employment of it in his 
own person. 

Dr. Curry was a most eloquent lecturer A^nd puljh 
lie speaker; indeed, his diction was always elegant 
and powerful. He resented vehemently any thing 
like disturbance during a lecture, and upon one 
occasion, when a pupil who had dropped att um- 
brella was stooping to pick It up> Dr. Cuiry, in it 
tone of the severest sarcasm, told him to ^^ let it 
remain where it was, and it would prevent the pos- 
sibility eyen of his folly making any ftirther noise 
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with it." The class was very indignant at this want 
of courtesy in their lecturer^ and we had a meeting 
to determine on the best means of showing our 
diopleasure^ and resenting his conduct* The result 
wap» that it was agreed that two of us during 
the next lecture should arise^ and first one^ and 
then the other> express the feeling his conduct 
had created in the minds of his class. The next 
morning the Doctor entered, and began his lecture^ 
but his quick eye soon discovered that something 
more than usual was engaging the attention of the 
class, and the impression had hardly reached his 
mind before one of the deputed pupils commenced 
his preconcerted address. Dr. Curry listened with 
the greatest attentioui as if he wished to lead the 
class to suppose that his silence admitted the pro« 
priety of the step they were taking. No sooner^ 
however, had the first orator finished, than the 
Doctor, in a short, eloquent, and sarcastic speech; 
gave such a reproof, not only to the person who had 
spoken, but to every individual of the class, as to 
quell them at once and restore them to perfect sub* 
ordination, leaving in the mu)d of each a convic«- 
tion of the folly of which they liad been guilty. 
I was to have been the second speaker, but, by 
good fortune, Dr, Curry's first few words were quite 
sujBB^cient to prevent any attempt from me at draw* 
ing upon myself more than my share of the general 
vituperation. 

In the early: part of his professional career, Dr* 
Curry resided for sevetal years vdth Dr, Babingtoin 
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and through his interest became connected with 
Guy's Hospital, and owed indeed all his after success 
in life to the kindness of this friendly patron. Dr. 
Curry was an Irishman, and I believe had been 
known to Dr. Babington's family before his arrival 
in London : not that any previous acquaintanceship 
was necessary to secure to any professional brother 
from the Emerald Isle a passport to Dr. Babington*s 
house and friendship. Although thus intimately 
connected, there never were two persons less alike 
in every point of view than Dr. Babington and Dr. 
Gurry : the one all meekness, simplicity, and bene- 
volence of disposition: the other, irascible, peevish, 
and overbearing, but yet possessing an honesty of 
purpose, and a strictness of integrity in conduct, which 
could not but create esteem towards him. He was 
a most eccentric person in some of his habits, one of 
the most peculiar of which was an almost mono- 
maniacal tendency to visit auctions. Although 
penurious in some respects, he would purchase at 
these places quantities of books which he would 
never unpack, electrical apparatus, microscopes, 
globes, folios of prints, &c., and these, crowded to- 
gether, occupied parts of every room in bis house. 
His form was diminutive, his frame attenuated, and 
his countenance indicating a temper soured by ill- 
health and habitual dissatisfaction. He was fre- 
quently consulting Dr. Babington about the state of 
his health, and about his worldly affairs. On one 
occasion, towards the latter period of his life, Dr. 
Curry, to my knowledge, sent for Dr. Babington to 
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infonn him that he had left to him the bulk of his 
property; upon which the Doctor said, " My dear sir, 
you have a brother, and other near relatives; I con- 
sider you have no right to dispose of your fortune 
in the way you mention, and so strongly am I 
impressed with this conviction, that nothing could 
induce me to retain it if left to me, and I will 
not go from you until you faithfully promise me 
that you will reconsider this subject, and justly 
bequeath what you may have to leave, to those whose 
consanguinity gives them a right to expect, if not to 
claim it." Some few years afterwards Dr. Curry 
died, and (leaving small legacies to Dr. Babington, 
and to several of his children,) he bequeathed the 
larger portion of his property to his brother, who 
immediately after Dr. Curry's death, came over from 
Ireland to arrange his affairs, and take possession of 
the legacy. 

The following extract from Dr. William Roots* 
letter to me, other portions of which have been 
already inserted in some previous chapters, has 
reference to this period, and will be interesting to 
the reader, not only from the additional light it 
throws on my uncle's position and character but 
also from the zeal and good feeling which charac-* 
terizes the writer. I have already mentioned that 
Dr. Roots was a dresser under Mr. William Cooper, 
at Guy's Hospital. 

" In 1800 Mr. William Cooper resigned his post 
as Surgeon to Guy's Hospital, and his nephew Mr, 
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Astley Cooper was unanimouslj elected in his 
room; and an important era was it to the fame of 
this school of surgery, for Mr. Cline's presence at 
the sister hospital had given a predominant cha- 
racter and sway to St. Thomas's. Although the 
two institutions were considered as in unison, and 
concurrent in their advantages^ yet to have been a 
pupil of Cline, and to have carried a box* under his 
superintendence, always gave a man a character and 
lift in his after life. 

" Guy's Hospital now began to share this great 
pre-eminence, and one of the proudest of my pro* 
fessional recollections is> that upon the election of 
Sir Astley to this post at Guy's^ he in the kindest 
way imaginable requested me to continue to dress 
for him during his first year, without paying the 
usual fee, saying at the same time, by way of 
lessening the obligation, *that it was not only 
to serve himself, by having one he could depend 
upon, but that he wished it as a compliment to his 
unole^ whose favourite he knew I had the happiness 
to be.' 

" Hence it was that I enjoyed the proud office 
of tying the artery at his first amputation after his 
appointment to Guy's. Perhaps it may be called 
vanity^ when I cannot let slip the opportunity of 

* The dressers of the Hospital at this period, when they 
attended the surgeons in their visits to the wards, were in the 
habit of carrying a box, containing the instruments, plaisters, 
bandages^ &o., which wel« likely to be required in dressing the 
patients. 
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expressing the pride I feel, on reflecting how few at 
this moment are remaining, that can boast of ever 
having assisted two such men as John Hunter and 
Astley Cooper in the performance of their profes- 
sional deeds. It so happened, that a very short 
time before the sudden death of Hunter^ and whilst 
in my apprenticeship, he iii the kindeist way lent his 
aid in the adjustment of a compound fracture, and 
on its being completed to his satisfaction, he clapped 
me on the back in the presence of the family, and 
Mid, * Well done, my boy, hereafter you will have 
to say> ^ John Hunter' was your a^sistaht.'* * 

" From the period of Astley *d appointment to 
Guy's until the moment of his latest breath, he 
was everything and all to the suffering and afflicted; 
his name was a host, but his presence brought con- 
fidence and comfort; and 1 have often obftel'ved that 
on an operating day, should anything occur of an 
untoward character in the theatre, the moment 
Astley Cooper entered^ and the instrument was in 
his hand, ev^tj difficulty Wad overcome^ and safety 
generally ensued." 
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CHAPTER XVII. 
Mr.Tbaterb is articled as Pupil to Mb. Cooper, a.d. 1800, 

AND RESIDES WITH HIM FOR BOMB YbARS. Mr. TrAVERS' 

Reminiscences of the timb of his Pupilagb with mt 
Uncle. An Adventure. Mr. Cooper's Personal Ap- 
peabancb. His Attendance at Gut's Hospital. Mr. 
Coopeb's Temper and Disposition. His Habits and 
Mode of Litino. Mb. Cooper's Business in 1800. His 
Professional Pursuits. Mr. Cooper's Sympathy with 
Mental Suffebing. An Epigbam by Mb. Cooper. Mr. 
Coopeb's Attention to Dbess. Seable, the Hair- 
DBESSEB. Anecdotes. Mb. Coopeb's Adoption of his 
Godson. His Sebtant Chables. The Zeal of this 
Pebson in his Masteb's Sebyice. 

As the character of my friend Mr. Travers is so well 
known to the public at large, and to the profession, 
any portion of the history of Sir Astley Cooper sub- 
stantiated by his cognizance, must necessarily carry 
with it the greatest importance and authenticity. 

Mr. Travers commenced his professional career 
under Mr. Cooper's auspices, a short time previous 
to his election to the surgeoncy of Guy*s Hospital, 
and resided with him for some years. I had always 
been accustomed to hear my uncle, when referring 
to this period, speak of Mr. Travers, not only as a 
favourite pupil, but as one whom he found to be an 
additional source of comfort to his family, rather 
than, as is too often the case with house-pupils, a 
check to domestic happiness. Knowing this, I 
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thought it probable that he would be enabled to 
give me some characteristic anecdotes of my uncle, 
during the time of his residence with him, of a 
more intimate nature than I could gain from any 
other individual; and I think my readers will find, 
that my expectations have not been disappointed. 
Mr. Travers writes : — 

" Something of an adventure occurred to im- 
press my mind, a young man of seventeen, with a 
lively recollection of my debut as Mr. Cooper's 
articled student in the summer of 1800* I accom- 
panied him in his gig to Newington Green, a village 
three miles from London, on the evening of the 
second day of my residence with him. It was to 
examine the body of an elderly lady who had died 
of cancer of the stomach. The operation was con- 
ducted by candlelight, and though I had never 
before seen a corpse, I was chief assistant on this 
occasion. I made a strong effort to assume a 
part, appear au fait, and give all the aid in my 
power, undressing, and, in part, sewing up the body, 
and bringing away a precious, though not over 
fragrant, relic of the old lady's interior upon my 
person. 

" The second part of this adventure was a narrow 
escape from footpads in driving home through a bye 
lane. The night being pitch dark, and the neigh- 
bourhood not being over built or patrolled, as now^ 
a low, significant whistle from behind the hedge, 
and the glimpse of a man in a white coat, caused 
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my master to turn his horse abruptly, and gallop 
back to the first public house. There the landlord 
confirmed our belief, that we had escaped a note* 
rious gang then infesting those parts, and arming 
himself with a blunderbuss, accompanied by two pot- 
valiant customers with other destructive weapons, 
he marched in front of our horse till we reaohed 
the high road. Mr. Cooper's pocket would have 
afforded booty, no doubt : the valued spoils In my 
possession, we thought would have been less appre^ 
ciated. 

'^Astley Cooper, when I first knew him, had 
decidedly the handsomest, that is, the most intelli«» 
gent and finely-formed countenance and person of 
any man I remember to have seen. He wore his 
hair powdered, with a queue, then the custom, and 
having dark hair, and always a fine healthy glow 
of colour in his cheeks, this fashion became him 
well. His frequent costume, during the summer, 
when taking horse exercise, (for at this sea^n he 
rode daily on horseback,) was a blue coat and the 
yellow buckskin breeches and top-boots, then much 
in vogue. There was a fine and quickly-re«^onsive 
animation in his eye, and though he was of full 
height, the outline of his frame was muscular and 
flowing, without an approach to corpulency. He 
was remarkably upright, and moved with grace, 
vigour, and elasticity ; nor was he altogether uncon- 
scious of the fine proportions of his frame, for he 
would not unfrequently throw his wellnshaped leg 
upon the table at lecture, when describing an 
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injury or operation of the lower limb, that he might 
more graphically demonstrate the subject of his 
discourse. 

" Guy's Hospital, to which he was newly elected 
Surgeon, on the retirement of his uncle, Mr. Wil- 
liam Cooper, shared a large portion of his time. He 
was in the habit of visiting it at any unoccupied 
interval, in addition to his regular days of attend- 
ance. He would look at particular or urgent cases, 
before and after lecture, and he generally went 
round, a loish% as a florist would visit his parterre, 
with two or three elder students, on a Sunday 
morning. His interest in his profession was genuine, 
independent of the additional incitement of the 
love of reputation or of gain. This was equally 
evinced in the dissecting-room, and in the wards of 
the Hospital : of the two, I should say, his passion 
was for minute anatomy. 

" I do not speak in detail of his peculiar pro- 
fessional merits, because they are your province, 
and would necessarily require a survey of his life ; 
but I may observe that he was distinguished, at the 
time of which I am speaking, by an untiring energy 
of character, and the faculty of communicating his 
opinions, and his ardour, by conversation with the 
young men around him. He tried to elicit remarks 
from them with remarkable earnestness, nor did he 
often fail to excite a disposition on their part to 
meet his wishes. 

" I often dined and spent the evening alone with 
him, and we used to discuss points of physiology 
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together. He would suggest experiments, or direct 
my attention to cases in the Hospital, bearing upon 
unworked subjects in pathology; always with the 
intention, if not always with the effect, of animating 
my zeal and industry. I but do him justice in 
expressing my lively gratitude for such opportu- 
nities of advancement which he thus afforded me. 

" Cheerfulness of temper amounting to vivacity, 
and a relish for the ludicrous, never deserted him, 
and his chuckling laugh, scarce smothered while he 
told his story, will never be forgotten by any 
who were accustomed to it. Of a piece with this 
was an habitual air of bonhommie^ and a good- 
natured mirthfulness of look and manner, in listening 
to the narration even of a stranger. He had also 
an irresistible temptation to perpetrate a pun, if 
opportunity offered, not always so original as 
obvious. 

" The simplicity of his habits and mode of living 
were in perfect keeping with the activity of a mind 
which was intently bent upon great objects. He 
rose and generally retired early, nor did he allow his 
toilet to occupy much of his time. His meals were 
quickly dispatched, and though he ate heartily, he 
never drank anything but water at dinner, and itirely 
exceeded two glasses of port wine after. He had a 
Spartan contempt for self-indulgence at table, and 
used to say * he could digest anything but sawdust.' 

"He was as little enslaved by habits as any 
man. Though not appreciating the pleasures of 
domestic life, as commonly understood, he never 
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tired of the monotony of occupation, nor did lie 
seek relief from his labours by company, amuse- 
ments, or other variety than that which his in- 
creasing occupation afforded him of acquiring insight 
into character. From this philosophical source he 
derived much amusement, and often made us merry 
with the details. 

" The organ of order was imperfectly developed 
in him, if not wanting, and he was essentially insus- 
ceptible of its comforts; careless, if not slovenly. 
This was evident enough in his consulting-room, 
which presented a perfect chaos of confusion when 
he quitted it for the day. 

" His business, though respectable, was not large 
when first I knew him. Very shortly before, he 
had attended a merchant, a friend of my father, 
with a broken leg, whom he afterwards assured that 
liis fee formed the half of that year's income. 

" Like other shrewd observers of human nature, 
he made the prudent resolution not to form too close 
an intimacy with those who sought his professional 
advice. In illustration of this caution, he used to 
tell a story of having fallen into a sudden admira- 
tion of an historical picture during a protracted 
attendance ; at the conclusion of which he became 
the reluctant possessor of the treasure, in lieu of a 
fee. 

" For the crosses and painful events incident to 
professional life, he would say that the only and 
sufBcient consolation was the reflection * of having 
done your best.' 

VOL. I. Y 
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** He had, as you know, but little respect for me- 
dical literature, always preferring, in his own terms, 
the * Book of Nature,' and estimating the talent of 
original obserration, and the cultivation of it, as the 
great end and object of professional pursuit 

** He instigated me to the formation of a Clinical 
Society, which flourished for many years at Guy's 
Hospital under my auspices. It was confined to 
the pupils: the Demonstrators and Seniors being 
chosen Presidents. I officiated as Secretary. We 
used to read interesting cases occurring in the Hos- 
pital, and discuss them freely, and the treatment 
adopted. Members yet survive who can attest the 
fact of its having been an interesting and profitable 
association, productive of much cordiality and use- 
fulness. 

"Neither his temperament nor his education 
had endowed him with a sensitiveness which in any 
degree disqualified him for the performance of his 
professional duties on the most trying occasions. 
In other words, he possessed an insusceptibility, 
equal to his powers of physical endurance. I men- 
tion this to meet the imputation of want of sensi- 
tiveness, with which I have heard him reproached. 
He was not deficient in feeling, although it flowed 
in a deeper current, out of the reach of ordinary 
circumstances. 

" I shall never forget his emotion, of which I 
alone was a witness, upon perusing the posthumous 
letter of a fiivourite pupil, who had raised his hand 
against his own life ; his utterance was choked with 
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sobs, and he wept as for the loss of an only child. 
He once remarked to me, that he knew people gave 
him no credit for feeling, and with bodily pain he 
confessed he had little sympathy; but that th6 
appeal from the evidence of mental suffering was 
irresistible. 

" Another pupil, whose father had been reduced 
to bankruptcy, he accosted, upon hearing of his mis- 
fortunes, in these remarkable terms: *I condole 
with your family, but I congratulate you ; this will 
be the making of you. It was all that was wanting 
to your professional success.' He thus evinced the 
warmth of his personal regard, as well as his accu* 
rate knowledge of human nature. 

"Perhaps you will be surprised to hear that, 
though not a poet, he could occasionally hit off an 
epigram. The following impromptu escaped him on 
seeing the picture of the Medical Society of Lon* 
don, including a variety of portraits, ipainted by an 
artist of the name of Medley. 

"Subject and artist are the same, 
Analogy can scarce be stricter, 
For Medley is the limner's name, 
A medley truly is the picture." 

The above communication^ valuable from the 
comparatively remote period at which the Connexion 
of Mr. Travers with my.uncle commenced, embraces 
many interesting points of Mr. Cooper's character, 
tnost of which I shall have an opportunity of illus- 
trating still further, in the course of this history. 

Y 2 
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Mr. Trarers has alluded to the style of my 
uncle's dress, at the period when he first knew him. 
It may perhaps be an unexpected fact to those who 
knew Mr, Cooper only in his latter days, that, in 
early life, he devoted particular attention to the 
character and style of his attire, and had indeed the 
reputation of being one of the best-dressed men in 
the city of London; a reputation to which his 
noble form and bearing no doubt greatly contri- 
buted. A person whom I shall have presently 
to mention, has described to me Mr. Cooper*s ordi- 
nary dress, about the year 1800, as consisting of 
white silk stockings, white, or slightly-coloured silk 
knee-breeches, a light waistcoat, and blue coat, his 
hair being much powdered, and arranged with par- 
ticular taste and attention. It is worthy of mention, 
however, that Mr. Cooper never allowed the busi- 
ness of the toilet to interfere with his more im- 
portant avocations ; for, although paying the atten* 
tion to dress which I have noticed, his toilet was 
invariably concluded, at the latest hour, by half-past 
seven, and, each morning, by eight o'clock or shortly 
after, he had finished his breakfast, and was fully 
engaged in the first portioii of his day's business : the 
attending to pauper patients, who at that early hour 
flocked to him for advice. 

The duty of dressing Mr. Cooper's hair devolved 
upon a very amusing character, a hairdresser of the 
name of Searle, a man of whom I have heard many 
anecdotes related by my uncle, Mr. Coleman, and 
others. He had dressed Mr. Cooper's hair ever 
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since he had come to Londot), for, being Mr* Cline's 
attendant in the same capacity, he used to come 
every morning, not only to officiate for him, but also 
for all the pupils living in his house. 

As at this period powder was worn and their 
queues tied, the time occupied in this business was 
considerable, and as Searle was an odd, eccentric 
fellow, Mr. Coleman and my uncle especially, when 
they resided together, used to amuse themselves by 
practising innumerable tricks upon him. I have 
seen these two, in after life, burst into fits of immo- 
derate laughter, as they talked over the following 
scenes. 

They had been dissecting a Monkey, which, had 
been sent them from the menagerie at that time 
existing in the Tower, and while the attention of 
Searle was deeply occupied in cutting and curling 
Taylor^s hair, Coleman, unobserved, removed the 
puff from his box, and in its stead inserted all the 
entrails of the Monkey. The curling being finished, 
and the powder having next to be deposited upon 
the hair, Searle, as usual, plunged his hand into his 
box to sei?e the puff. The poor fellow's mingled 
confusion, holror, and disgust, when he brought out 
the unexpected contents which Mr. Coleman had 
placed there instead of what he sought, formed a 
scene which could only be imagined from witnessing 
the immoderate effect the recollection of it pro- 
duced on the risibility of my uncle and Coleman, — 
not from the words in which they attempted to 
describe it. 
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Towards the latter part of Mr. Cooper^is resi« 
dence with Mr. Cline, Searle was rendered blessed 
by a pledge of affection from his amiable partner, 
and Mr. Cooper kindly called to see this object of 
bis paternal pride. The kind feelings which had 
induced him to make this visit could not restrain 
him from practising the following joke upon the 
feelings of the doating father. On the next morn- 
ing after his visit, Mr. Cooper, when expressing his 
congratulations to Searle, upon this addition to his 
domestic happiness, at the same time inquired of 
him, with a most serious countenance and marked 
emphasis : — " But, Searle, how does it happen that 
your child is so e?:tremely like Mr. Coleman ?*' To 
which, colouring to the ears, Searle indignantly re- 
plied,— ^*^ None of your nonsense, Mr. Cooper ; Mr. 
Coleman never drank tea at my house but once in 
his whole life.'* There must have been something 
inexpressibly ludicrous in Searle's manner and ex- 
pression of countenance, to have called up, as these 
stories always did in after times, the boisterous 
merriment which they invariably excited. 

A thousand such tricks was poor Searle con- 
stantly subjected to, but although a simple-minded, 
he was an honest, worthy fellow. He continued to 
dress Mr. Cooper's hair, nearly up to the period of 
his death, which occurred soon after the time when 
Mr. Cooper left the city. Such a respect did my 
uncle feel for old Searle, that he sent one of his 
sons to the hospital, and educated him for the 
medical profession. This person afterwards rose to 
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a highly respectable position as a general prac- 
titioner. 

Several interesting events occurred in the do- 
mestic aifairs of my uncle about this period. Just 
prior to his appointment as Surgeon to Guy's Hos- 
pital, in the month of September, Mr. Cooper had 
paid a visit to my father's house at Yarmouth. 
Here he for the first time saw my brother Astley, the 
present Baronet, who was then a child of little more 
than two years of age. The reader is already in 
possession of the circumstances of the illness, which 
prevented Mr. Cooper attending in person the 
christening of his godson. Having, however, once 
become acquainted with his little namesake, he 
determined not very readily to part with him 
again ; for, during his visit, he oflfered to take his * 
nephew back with him to London, and educate and 
foster him as if he were his own child. The impro- 
bability of his ever having any family of his own ; 
a desire to supply a playmate for Mrs. Cooper's 
adopted daughter Sarah ; and, perhaps, also, a wish 
in some degree to relieve my father from the heavy 
charge of so large a family, seem to have been the 
chief inducements with him to make this propo- 
sition. My father, who had, on a previous occasion, 
refused a similar request, could not refrain from 
acceding to it, now that his family had so much 
increased; perceiving, too, the numerous advantages, 
of which he would in all probability deprive his 
child by his denial. 

The proposal was, therefore^ accepted, and Mr. 



Digitized by 



Google 



828 LIFE OF SIB ABTLEY COOP£S. 

Cooper, at his own request, was permitted to take 
charge of the child to Loudon. He returned by 
the night coach, and arrived in town without any 
occurrence of note. It would have afforded a not 
unamusing spectacle to some of his professional 
friends, to have seen the manly Astley Cooper, 
within a month of his being created a Hospital 
Surgeon, thus seated in a comer of the Old Blue 
Yarmouth coach, with his young protege on his lap, 
soothing it to sleep, or otherwise ministering to 
wants which, in after life, although more artificial, 
were ever as anxiously relieved by the fostering care 
of his uncle. Nor is it more than due to the 
nephew to record, that, probably, only during the 
twenty hours passed in this journey, did he ever cause 
his uncle to regret this spontaneous adoption ; his 
conduct always having been calculated, by affection- 
ate respect and implicit confidence, to repay, as far 
as possible, the deep obligation he owed to his 
benefactor. 

When Mr. Cooper reached his house, I am 
informed, he ran up stairs to his wife with the child 
in his arms, saying, as he entered the room, " Here, 
Ann, as you have a daughter, I thought we might 
as well have a son, as a companion for her ; so T 
have brought you my little godson from Yarmouth. 
The little boy was soon comfortably nestled in the 
arms of an aunt, whose care from that moment was 
never short of what the fondest mother could have 
bestowed. 

An occurrence of importance to Mr. Cooper took 
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place in the year 1800 : the arrival of his celebrated 
servant Osbaldeston, or as he was commonly called, 
" Charles," — a person who, by his zeal, activity, and 
cleverness, soon gained the confidence of his master, 
and succeeded not only in contributing to his inte- 
rest, but eventually in raising himself into a sub- 
stantial and respectable position in society. The 
length of Charles's surname was at once found 
t6 be extremely inconvenient, and in a short time 
settled down to Balderson, a cognomen which 
offered a greater facility of pronunciation, and has 
been retained by him ever since. 

Charles came to St. Mary Axe in October^ 
shortly after Mr. Cooper s appointment at the Hos- 
pital. He seems to have been, in every respect, a 
person well calculated to perform the duties required 
of him. Young, robust, and active, seeing in his 
master's interest, his own, and therefore not only 
keenly alive to every means of promoting it, but 
willing and anxious to devote all his energies to 
the purpose; possessed of much more tact, disi)o- 
sition for manoeuvre, and a certain knowledge of 
the world, than his master, he could not only turn 
Mr. Cooper's practice to the best advantage, but 
in many ways add to its amount. I have heard 
him boast that, as far as he knew, in the twenty-six 
yeai*s in which he was my uncle's professional ser- 
vant, he never lost but one case in which it was 
possible for him to procure his master's attendance. 

Mr. Cooper being at Tottenham, or at the dis- 
tance of six or seven miles from the spot, where he 
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might be required, offered no difficulties to Charles, 
as to procuring him; but either requesting the 
patient, if he had called at Mr. Cooper's house, to 
sit down while he fetched his master, or promising 
to send him in a short time, if he were wanted 
elsewhere, he would jump into a postchaise, and 
travelling as fast as the horses could oonvey him, he 
would bring his master usually in so short a time, 
that few patients were lost by not being able to wait 
for his arrival. Not unfrequently the expenses of 
these rapid expeditions were much greater than the 
fee received could liquidate, but that was a circum- 
stance of which Mr. Cooper never complained, for 
he was almost reckless of expenditure, when his 
professional advancement or pursuits were concerned 
in the outlay. He used to remark, "It is worth 
spending any money merely to convince the public 
that your opinion is at all times to be obtained." 

The two following anecdotes, which were men- 
tioned to me by Charles, sufficiently exemplify his 
own vigilance in the matters of which I have been 
speaking ; and at the same time are of some little 
interest in reference to the progress of Mr. Cooper 
himself, in his professional advancement. 

Alderman Bridges once sent in the greatest 
haste for Mr. Cooper, in consequence of a severe 
injury to his leg, which he had met with near 
Hampstead Heath. The pomposity and authorita? 
tive manners of the messenger, which were derived^ 
perhaps, as much from his conviction of the great- 
ness of the city functionary to whom the accident 
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had happened, as from the serious nature of the 
injury itself, made a great impression on Charles, 
and induced him, with more than usual energy, to 
seek his master, who was at the time absent from 
home, but he did not know precisely where. 
Getting into a coach, he drove from place to 
place, endeavouring to find Mr. Cooper, but in 
vain; and he was about to give up the search in 
despair, from hearing Mr. Cline had been sent for 
in consequence of the delay, when he learned 
that he had left London for Tottenham. Upon 
hearing this, as quickly as possible he got into a 
post^haise, and, urging the post-boys, by promises 
of extra pay, to make the utmost exertions, in a 
short time he found his master, and at once 
despatched him to the house where the Alderman 
was lying. This being effected, Charles himself 
drove off to Lincoln's Lm Fields, and arrived there 
just in time to stop Mr. Cline, who was then leaving 
his house to see the patient, and to inform him 
that Mr. Cooper was already there. This circum- 
stance afterwards proved of essential benefit to Mr. 
Cooper; for Alderman Bridges, who was a most 
influential man, from this time became one of his 
most active friends, and was of much use in intro^i 
ducing him to city practice. 

In the second instance, Charles's efforts were not 
attended with similar successful results. A patient 
who wished to undergo the performance of some slight 
operation, called one Sunday afternoon to see Mr. 
Cooper, who, however, was at Tottenham. Neverthe- 
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less, Charles, \iithout infonning the patient of this 
circumstance, promised to bring his master speedily to 
him, and, as usual, got into a post-chaise, and, after as 
short a time as possible, returned with Mr. Cooper to 
town. In the mean time, the patient, who had become 
tired of waiting, had despatched his own servant to 
Sir William Blizard, who, although at the time on 
an unfriendly footing with Mr. Cooper, without 
Ecruple came to his house and saw the patient. 
On their arrival. Sir William was in consultation 
with the patient in his library: but Mr. Cooper, 
notwithstanding the indignation of Charles at this 
fruitless termination of his labours, quietly allowed 
tlie consultation to be concluded, and in the mean 
time went himself into an upper room. 

After Mr. Cooper's practice had greatly increased, 
Charles more lightly estimated the importance 
sometimes assumed by the messengers of those who 
sought his master's professional assistance. His 
conduct to a servant who spoke to him merely with 
the common demeanour of a domestic, was in no 
other way remarkable, than from the impatient 
manner in which he would urge him to deliver his 
message as quickly as possible ; but if there were 
any greatness or pomposity evinced, as would occa- 
sionally occur, Charles's manner became at once 
altered; and he very soon made the mesiienger 
understand, that the obligation to be conferred, was 
upon his master, and not upon Mr. Coopei*. He 
would say, '^ I am not at all sure that WE shall be 
able to attend to-day to your master's wishes, for WE 
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are excessively busy, and our list perfectly full for 
the day; but if you'll wait, I will see what can be 
done for you." By this manner, Charles would at 
once show, that he must be courted to be won, and 
that nothing like command on the part of the mes- 
senger would be likely to effect his object. There 
were few servants who did not, upon such con- 
ferences, soon oegin to estimate the importance of 
Charles, and to urge their cause, rather from the 
serious character of the case requiring Mr. Cooper's 
attendance, than from their master s right to de- 
mand it. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

Employments of Mr. Cooper's Servant Charles. Pro- 
cures Animals for Experiments. Various Sources 

FROM which they WERE OBTAINED. Mr. CoOPER DlS- 

SECT8 AN Elephant in St. Mary Axe. Mr. Cooper's 
EARLY Connexion with Men who procured Subjects 
FOR Dissection. An Adventure. Origin of the 
Resurrectionists. Conduct of these Persons. The 
Watchmen op the same Period. Activity of the 
Resurrectionists. Method op carrying on their 
Operations. Means by which the Bodies were 

TRANSFERRED FROM THE BuRIAL-PlACES TO THE DlS- 

sectino-Rooms. An Incident. Occasional Noctur- 
nal Visits of the Resurrectionists to Sir Astley 
Cooper's. 

It was not only in respect to the objects which I 
have mentioned in the preceding chapter, that 
Charles was rendered highly useful to Mr. Cooper ; 
he also became a most efficient assistant to him in 
his more private avocations. When animals were 
wanted for some physiological illustration or inves- 
tigation, Charles was never at a loss to invent 
means of procuring them ; and he tells me that he 
has known as many as thirty dogs, besides other 
animals, at one time in the hay-loft, — the subjects, 
or about to become so, of experiments connected 
with the pursuits of his master. 

To obtain these, Charles used to employ the ser- 
vants, or any person indirectly connected with my 



Digitized by 



Google 



ANECDOTE. 835 

uncle's establishment, and to induce them to procure 
them, used to allow half-a-crown for each dog, as 
soon as it was safely housed in the premises. This 
temptation, I have reason to believe, led to a fre- 
quent breach of the laws relating to dog-stealing, 
for my uncle's old coachman has lately given me 
some idea of the system by which these animals 
were kidnapped into this scientific receptacle, by 
the following anecdote. He told me, that one 
evening, on passing down Wormwood Street, a dog 
looked up into his face with a friendly expression, 
and seemed inclined to follow him. Michael imme« 
diately felt, but from more interested motives, a 
reciprocal prepossession in his favour ; but fearful of 
the dog's constancy, thought it advisable to secure 
him by tying around his neck a new silk handker- 
chief, for which he had just given seven shillings. 
No sooner, however, had he tied the knot, as he 
thought tightly enough to secure his prise, than the 
dog seemed to have become suspicious of the mo- 
tives of his new acquaintance : for he suddenly, and 
not very gently, seized him by the hand. Michael, 
stnng by the pain, immediately let go his hold, and 
the next moment was mortified beyond measure by 
his expectation of realizing half-a-crown being con- 
verted into the positive loss, not only of the dog, but 
also of his seven-shilling purchase. 

Michael yet hoped that he could move the com-> 
passion of Mr. Cooper, so as to induce him to restore 
the amount of his loss, and he accordingly placed 
it among the items of his weekly bill. To his 
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disappointment, however, he informs me, that his 
master only laughed at him for his pains, said 
that he was buying money too dearly, by risking 
seven shillings for half-a-crown, and, instead of pay- 
ing him, hoped that he would learn prudence from his 
experience. I could not forbear smiling at MichaePs 
description of his chasing the dog into Bishopsgate 
Street, and then tracing him, as far as his eye could 
follow him, with the handkerchief flying about his 
neck, to the amusement of all the passers by. 

It appears that the dogs sacrificed in my uncle's 
scientific researches, were not unfrequently procured 
in this manner. Nothing but the objects which 
led to these delinquencies, could offer an excuse for 
such proceedings. 

Mr. Cooper was not always compelled to have 
recourse to such uncertain and irregular steps for 
the prosecution of his investigations; for he had 
entered into terms with the persons connected with 
the Menagerie at the Tower, to send to his house 
all the animals which died in that Institution. It 
would seem that the keepers acted fully up to the 
letter of my uncle's wishes, so that this Menagerie 
became one great source of his supply in this 
department. 

In the course of the year 1801, an Elephant, 
which had been one of the principal features of the 
exhibition, died. Immediate notice of the circum- 
stance was, as usual, sent to Mr. Cooper, and, not- 
withstanding the unwieldy bulk and enormous 
weight of the animal, he determined to have it 
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brought to his house in St. Mary Axe, where he was 
still living, and to dissect it. He accordingly hired 
a cart, in which, after a considerable degree of 
exertidn, the Elephant was deposited, being after- 
wards covered with a large cloth, in order that it 
might attract as little notice as possible on its way. 
In this manner it arrived at St. Mary Axe, and the 
cart having been driven into the court-yard before 
Mr. Cooper's house, the outer iron gates were closed, 
and they set about attempting to get it into an 
outhouse, devoted to purposes of dissection. All 
their efforts, however, to effect this proved unavail- 
ing, and after a vast deal of trouble, they found 
themselves obliged to leave it lying exposed in front 
of the building. 

During their attempts to remove the carcase 
into the dissecting-room, a large mass of persons 
collected .outside the gates, and continued to watch 
their proceedings through the iron railing. The 
obstruction this crowd caused in the thoroughfare of 
St. Mary Axe was so great, that it was found neces- 
sary to cover up the apertures between the railings 
by throwing a carpet over them, and to move the 
body of the Elephant as far as possible out of the 
view of those who were passing in the street. They 
were enabled to do this the more effectively, inas- 
much as the stabling projected before the dissecting- 
rpom, and the body being placed in the recess, was, 
by these means, to a great degree concealed from 
public view. 

Mr. Cooper was thus compelled to dissect this 
VOL. I. z 
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animal in the open air, and finding himself, from 
its enormous size, unable to perform the task alone, 
he invited several students from the Hospital to 
assist him. Here for some time they worked 
together, being barricaded from the observation of 
the public; nor did they cease their operations 
until they had examined every structure to the very 
bones. These latter veere carefully prepared, and 
being articulated under Mr. Cooper's directions, 
formed the skeleton which, even up to the present 
day, may be seen in the Museum at St. Thomas's 
Hospital, — an existing memorial of my uncle's scien- 
tific enthusiasm. 

Prolific as the Tower Menagerie was, as a source 
of means for occupation in his study of comparative 
anatomy, it does not appear to have sufficiently sup- 
plied Mr. Cooper's wants. He made an acquaint* 
ance with a Mr. Halls, a Stuffer of birds and other 
animals, at that time residing in the City Road, 
and to this person he became a source of profit, by 
buying all his carcases ; Mr. Halls retaining the skin 
and other portions necessary for his peculiar pur- 
poses. Through this opportunity, the distinguishing 
organs of almost every Order of animals were added 
to Mr. Cooper's collection. 

Mr. Cooper's sources of supply did not end here; 
he pressed all the fish and poultry markets in the 
district into his service. There was not an aristo- 
cratic west-end fishmonger better known at Bil- 
lingsgate than his servant Charles : whom he con- 
stantly sent for the purpose of discovering and 
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purchasing any varieties of marine productions at this 
market, which appeared to him more fitted for the 
investigation of the Physiologist than fpr the grati* 
fication of the palate of the Epicure. Such choice 
specimens were soon put aside by the fishmongers 
for Mr. Cooper, and would be not unfrequeutly 
sent to his house, if Charles happened not to 
make his appearance at the fish stalls for a day or 
two. 

The early part of Mr. Cooper's day was occupied 
in examining the various specimens which were 
brought to him from these sources, and in placing 
preparations of them in his museum. Independent of 
this employment, as well as of his professional duties 
connected with his practice and hospital avocations, 
my uncle had also to mix himself with a set of persons, 
who were at that time essential to him, as to all other 
teachers of Anatomy and Surgery, to enable them 
to perform the duties which they had undertaken. 
I allude to the men whose occupation was to procure 
Subjects for dissection, since known by the name of 
Resurrectionists. He found Charles of great im- 
portance as a medium of communication between 
these persons and himself. 

These men were, at a very early period of the pro- 
fessional career of Mr. Cooper, brought into intimate 
communication with him, not only in consequence of 
his connexion with the Anatomical lectures at St. 
Thomas's Hospital, but also from the singular zeal in 
the study of human anatomy^ which distinguished him, 
and induced him from the earliest periods to carry 
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on dissection at his own house, as well as in the 
public rooms allotted for the purpose in the 
Hospital. 

The reader may remember the anecdote which 
was mentioned of Mr. Cooper, even while residing as a 
pupil in Mr. Cline's house in St. Mary Axe, dissecting 
in one of the upper rooms, with the detection which 
bis position gave rise to. When my uncle took 
possession of this residence, in 1796, he at once set 
about converting one of the lower rooms into an 
apartment especially for dissection, according to the 
intimation which he expressed to his friend Mr. 
Saunders, in a letter already before the reader. The 
central part of the house fell back from the street, 
but it was flanked on either side by two wings, one 
of which consisted of the stables, and, slightly 
receding between them and the house, a large apart- 
ment, which had been originally intended as a ware- 
house. This latter part, which had been used as a 
place for lumber during Mr. Cline's period of resi- 
dence, Mr. Cooper converted into the room for the 
reception of Subjects, and for his anatomical avo- 
cations. 

Mr. Cooper was altogether unconscious that, as 
the enactments relating to dissection at that time 
stood, he was not only benefitting by an infringe- 
ment of the laws on the part of the body-snatcher, 
but was himself, as the receiver after the disinter- 
ment, actually liable to be tried for misdemeanor, 
with a risk of incurring severe penalties. . He 
therefore, ignorant of . the hazard to which he was 
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thus exposing himself, made no secret of the nature 
of his occupations in this apartment; contenting him- 
self merely by painting the windows so that persons 
outside might not observe him while engaged in his 
investigations. The purpose to which this room was 
devoted was accordingly well known in the neigh- 
bourhood ; but a moderate degree of circumspection 
being used by the Resurrectionists who brought the 
Subjects to him, — for bodies for dissection, at that 
time, could only be obtained by means of such per- 
sons, — and a proper caution being exerted on his 
own part, to prevent any offence to public feeling, 
no notice of the circumstance was taken by the 
inhabitants. 

On one occasion, however, an interruption to 
these proceedings had nearly occurred, and the 
presence of mind and activity of Mr. Cooper alone 
prevented, in all probability, a disturbance ensuing. 
In the winter session of the year 1801, in con- 
sequence of certain disagreements between the 
Hospital porters and the Resurrectionists, who were 
in the habit of supplying the Anatomical School, — 
an institution altogether distinct from the Hospital 
establishment, — the body-snatchers Mere prevented 
from themselves taking the Subjects into the dissect- 
ing-room. They therefore adopted the plan, of course 
with Mr. Cooper's sanction, of depositing them at 
night in the court-yard before his house in St. 
Mary Axe, from whence they were removed to the 
Hospital in a coach, under the superintendence of 
a man of the name of Butler, who at that time 
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had the dissecting-rooms at St. Thomas's under 
his care. 

One night, a resurrectionist of the name of 
Harnett had deposited three hampers within the gates 
of Mr. Cooper's house, and Butler, haying received 
information of the fact, as usual came with a coach 
to remove them. The hampers being safely packed 
in the vehicle, Butler got inside with them, and 
ordered the man to drive to St. Thomas's Hospital. 
All went on very well till they got into Gracechurch 
Street, opposite to an inn called the Coach and 
Gate, when the coach suddenly stopped. Butler, 
at once suspecting discovery, without showing him- 
self, listened ; and heard the coachman calling out 
to some one, that ** he had got a load inside, that he 
didn't much like the looks of, and he didn't know 
whether he wasn't getting himself into trouble.'* 
This was enough for Butler, who, opening one of 
the doors, slipped out unseen by either of the parties, 
and, leaving his charge in the coach, ran back to 
St. Mary Axe to give an account of what had 
occurred. 

Two hours after Butler had made Charles ac- 
quainted with this adventure, the latter was roused 
by the arrival of the coachman, accompanied by the 
night Watchman of the ward, who related to him 
the discovery of the bodies, told him they were 
then lying at the watchhouse at the foot of London 
Bridge, and requested to see his master. Charles, 
having all along feigned astonishment at the narra- 
tion, replied that Mr. Cooper was in bed, and said 
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that it could not be of any use disturbing him, as it 
was impossible he could know anything about the 
matter, having been out at the time when it was 
stated to have occurred. The Watchman, however, 
insisted on seeing him, and after some parleying, 
was shown into Mr, Cooper*s bedroom. Here, how- 
ever, he obtained no more satisfactory explanation 
than he had received from Charles ; for Mr. Cooper 
said, that the gates being open until eleven o'clock, 
he was plainly not answerable for every parcel that 
persons might choose to deposit within them, or that 
others might choose to remove before that hour. 
The Watchman accordingly left, expressing his de- 
termination of giving in an account of the whole 
matter to the Lord Mayor, the next morning at the 
earliest opportunity. 

The first person, however, who had an interview 
with the Lord Mayor, on the following day, was 
Mr. Cooper himself, who being admitted to the 
magistrate while at breakfast, at once related to him 
the facts of the whole transaction; and the con- 
versation which ensued ended by an assurance from 
his Lordship, who entered fully into the question, 
that Mr. Cooper should not be molested any further 
about the matter. Curiously enough, on descending 
the steps of the Mansion-House, my uncle met the 
watchman about to give in his report of the occur- 
rence. The constable, having seen him only when 
in bed, did not recognise him: Mr. Cooper, however, 
remembered him at once, but passed on without 
notice. 



Digitized 



by Google 



344 LIFE OF SIR ASTLEY COOPER, 

There was nothing singular in the conduct of the 
Lord Mayor on this occasion. At the period when 
the event occurred, magistrates, fearful of obstructing 
the progress of medical education^ and of unneces- 
sarily exciting and exasperating popular feeling and 
prejudice, always avoided taking cognizance of the 
reception of Subjects by surgeons for purposes of 
dissection, unless attended with some flagrant breach 
of propriety ; and hence arose the prevailing opinion 
among the members of the profession, that they 
were legally justified in such proceedings. 

When Mr. Cooper commenced lecturing at St. 
Thomas's, the persons who provided the Subjects 
had no distinct denomination, nor indeed was their 
existence known to the public generally. There 
were comparatively very few students in anatomy, 
and not more than tliree or four lecturers on 
the science in London ; so that the limited demand 
for Subjects was easily supplied. Tlie persons who 
employed themselves in obtaining the bodies were 
proportionably few, and being careful to transact 
their business only at night, were not brought into 
notoriety. 

Some years afterwards, when the entries to 
the Lectures at St. Thomas's had increased sixfold, 
and both anatomical teachers and students gene- 
rally had become much more numerous in the 
Metropolis, there arose the necessity for a greater 
supply of Subjects, and the number of Resurrec- 
tionists became proportionably enlarged. Several 
circumstances contributed, at various times, to bring 
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the practice of disinterment before the notice of the 
public, who now began to exercise a greatly-increased 
degree of vigilance over the places of sepulture, and 
in cases of detection, caused the offenders oftentimes 
to be severely punished. The prices demanded 
for Subjects became exorbitantly increased; and 
the procurers, from the obloquy and disgust which 
was attached to their proceedings, and the ce^^ 
tainty of their being treated as criminals, if caught 
while engaged in them, sank down to men of the 
lowest, and most degraded character; men, who 
for the sake of gain, if they could not obtain their 
objects by the ordinary method of disinterment, 
would not hesitate to resort to the most unwar- 
rantable contrivances, or even criminal acts, to effect 
their purpose. Thus sprang up the set of Resurrec- 
tionists, whose acts of outrage, some few years ago, 
so much attracted public attention and indignation. 
The anecdotes which my uncle used to relate of 
the characters and adventures of these men, and the 
circumstance of his having been already more than 
once brought before the notice of the public in 
association with their transactions, would instigate 
me to take especial notice of them in this work. 
But a higher motive actuates me to furnish some 
record of these notorious characters ; for their race 
having ceased, thank Heaven! with the necessity for 
their occupation, their era now forms an important 
page in the history of surgical science, and of the 
abuses to which society in this country has been at 
various times exposed: a page, not merely calculated 
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to gratify the curiosity which the extraordinary 
nature of their occupation, and the mysteries en- 
veloping its practice, have at all times excited in 
the public mind ; but worthy of study and inves- 
tigation on the part, no less of the man of science, 
than of the moral and political philosopher. 

I will, therefore, furnish a brief sketch of the 
methods by which these men contrived so secretly 
and for so long a time, to carry on their revolting 
occupation, and afterwards give some account of 
their characters and personal adventures. Their 
history will, at the same time, show the important 
power which, from the nature of the laws and other 
circumstances connected with dissection, they pos- 
sessed of affecting the advancement, if not the very 
existence, of the schools established in this country, 
for the cultivation of medical science. 

At the period we have now come to in this his- 
tory, about the year 1800, and until within a few 
years since, the Resurrectionists, (or as they were as 
frequently called, the body-snatchers,) were almost 
the only source on which the English teachers of 
anatomy could depend for their supply of Subjects. 
They were persons, generally speaking, of the worst 
description of character, perhaps second to none, if 
we except the Watchmen of that time, who were set 
to guard the various burial-grounds in the metropolis 
and its vicinity, — all of whom were in the regular 
habit of receiving a certain allowance or per centage 
out of the sums obtained by the Resurrectionists. 
The public were, for many years, aware of 
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churchyBrds being robbed ; and it was, at the time 
I allude to, very commonly the custom for the. 
friends of deceased persons, suspicious of the regular 
Watchmen, themselves to agree to sit up by their 
graves, until the period was past in which the body 
was likely to be removed. The feelings, however, 
excited by the nature of the occupation, their 
situation, and the time of night when it was chiefly 
required, seldom allowed these private Watchers to 
remain all the requisite period ; but even in cases 
where the utmost vigilance was exerted, it was 
generally insufficient to prevent the Resurrectionists 
from carrying their purpose into effect: for so skilful 
were they in their mode of working, and so much 
assisted by all the underlings of the parish burial- 
ground, that half an hour*s absence or slumber 
on the part of the perhaps worn-out mourner, was 
often sufficient for the defeat of his object. 

Occasionally the Resurrection-men themselves 
were employed by persons somewhat acquainted 
with their proceedings, to protect the bodies from 
disturbance, — ^their employers expecting, that as 
poachers notoriously make the best game-keepers, 
these men would of course make the best body- 
guards : but although they were often influenced, by 
the remuneration they received, to undertake to 
thwart the schemes of their companions, they were 
generally outwitted by some among them more 
active or cunning than themselves. 

An instance of this which occurred within my 
own knowledge, offers an example of how little 
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trust was to be placed even in these men, when 
it was an especial object for any other Resur- 
rectionists to elude their vigilance. The Governors 
of a large Hospital in London, very anxiously 
wished that the burial-ground connected with the 
institution should be maintained strictly inviolate, 
in order that such hospital patients as were con- 
scious of approaching dissolution, might know that 
in that ground their bodies would remain undis- 
turbed; a conviction which, strange to say, often 
produced on their minds a state of resigned 
feeling, which could hardly have been anticipated 
as the effect of such a circumstance. It was well 
known at the time, that from the influence produced 
by this regulation, many patients requested that 
their bodies might be examined after death, because 
they thus secured a right of being buried at the 
expense of the hospital, a confidence which was 
never permitted to be abused. 

For the especial protection of this ground a 
well known and confidential Resurrectionist was 
handsomely paid to take up his nightly station in a 
watch-box on the premises during the dissecting 
season. For some months, his presence effected 
the desired object; for he resisted every attempt 
made to bribe him or elude his observation. At 
last, however, upon the occasion of a body being 
buried there, of peculiar professional interest, one 
of the Surgeons of the very Institution, extremely 
anxious to possess this treasure, sent some men to 
obtain it, having offered an unusually large reward. 



Digitized by 



Google 



OPERATIONS OP THE RESURRECTIONISTS. 349 

as an inducement for them to exert all their inge- 
nuity on the occasion. They accordingly tried all 
the ordinary methods for acquiring possession of the 
prize, but were invariably baffled, — until one evening, 
when they diverted the attention of the Watchman 
as to their object, by associating him with them- 
selves in some other undertaking connected with 
exhumation. While thus occupied, they succeeded 
in making him so drunk, that the very same night, 
while he was on his post at the burial-ground 
alluded to, and close to the object of his especial 
vigilance, they worked so successfully as to carry off 
the prize, he being totally unconscious of the affair 
until the following morning. 

The fact of this rapidity in their operations was 
well known, but the means by which it was accom- 
plished was one of the mysteries of their occupation. 
This was never fathomed by the public, and curiously 
enough, no accidental circumstance occurred to 
furnish the solution. The value of this secret, 
which, had it been discovered, must have led to 
serious impediments in the exercise of their busi- 
ness, was fully appreciated by the Resurrectionists, 
and so closely was the knowledge of it kept among 
themselves, so careful were they to remove all traces 
of their mode of working after this completion of 
their task, that not only the public, but even the 
members of the medical profession, with very few 
exceptions, were kept in ignorance regarding it. 
It was generally supposed, that the body-snatcher, in 
exhuming a body, first proceeded, as a novice would 
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have done, to remove all the earth with which the 
grave had been recently filled, and having at length 
arrived at the coffin, that he then with proper imple-* 
ments forced off the lid, and so removed the body: 
such a description of this proceeding has already been 
given to the public by one of the most popular and 
talented, but, in this case at leasts fictitious authors 
of the day*. 

This mode of procedure would have necessarily 
occupied a considerable space of time, and rendered 
the body-snatchers proportionably more liable to de« 
tection. Usually, therefore, to avoid this, they only 
cleared away the earth above the head of the oofiGm, 
taking care to leave that which covered the other 
portions as far as possible undisturbed. As soon as 
about one-*third of the coflSin was thus exposed, they 
forced a very strong crow*bar, made of a peculiar 
form for the purpose, into the crevice between the 
extreme body of the coffin and the lid, which latter, 
by using the lever as one of the first order, they 
generally pressed up^ without much difficulty. It 
usually happened, at this stage of the proceedings, 
that the superincumbent weight of the earth on 
the other portion of the coffin-*lid caused it to be 
snapped across at a distance of about one third of 
its length from the fulcrum of the lever. As soon 
as this had taken place, the body was drawn out, 
the death gear removed from it, and replaced in 
the coffin, and finally, the body tied up and placed 

* See the Diary of a late Physidafif vol. i., cLap. xvi., on 
" Grave Doings." 
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in its receptacle to be conveyed to its destination. 
There was seldom any difficulty in extricating a 
body by these means» unless the lid happened to be 
sufficiently strong to resist the force of the lever ; 
this, however, scarcely ever occurred in the coffins 
of the poorer classes, to which the operations of the 
Resurrectionists were usually directed. 

It sometimes happened, more especially when 
any epidemic had been committing extensive ravages 
in the population, that three or four coffins would be 
placed one upon another in the same grave, and at 
the same time. Under these circumstances, if the 
Resurrectionist wished to extract all the bodies, it 
was absolutely necessary that the whole of the newly 
piled earth should be thrown out from the grave, the 
body removed, and the coffin taken up. Each coffin 
was thus raised in succession, and afterwards again 
deposited in the same order in which it had pre^ 
viottsly lain, and finally, the earth was carefully 
restored with every possible exactitude, to accord 
with the form it had presented before its disturbance. 

The extent to which this precaution was car^ 
ried, and the manner of accomplishing it, formed 
the chief point of distinction between what was 
termed a good or slovenly workman, and, indeed, 
was one of the circumstances on which they prin- 
cipally depended for security against detection, and 
the consequent means of continuing their avocation. 
So much attention was devoted to this circumstance, 
that the practised eye of an accomplished Resurrec- 
tionist could, at a glance, detect signs about a grave^ 
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indicating that means had been adopted to discover 
any attempt at exhumation. A bit of stick, an 
oyster shell, a stone, or a planted flower, were marks 
which were recognised at once, and noted by the 
practised body-snatchers; and, after their operations, 
these were so perfectly restored to their former posi- 
tion, as to deceive the most anxious visitor to the 
grave, and, at the first glance, to assure him that all 
had remained quiet and undisturbed. The necessity 
for all this extreme caution, superadded to the 
immense physical force and hardihood required in 
exhuming a body, made the rapidity with which their 
work was effected, even when they could adopt the 
oi*dinary method of proceeding just described, still 
more surprising. I was once told by a Resurrectionist, 
that he had taken two bodies from separate graves 
of considerable depth, and had restored the coffins, 
and the earth itself, to their former position, in the 
short space of an hour and a half, — a statement 
which many circumstances led me to credit. Another 
man proved to me that he had completed the exhu- 
mation of a body in a quarter of an hour ; but in this 
instance the grave was extremely shallow, and the 
earth loose and without stones. This latter circum- 
stance was always important, not merely as it affected 
the facility of excavating the grave, but also as con- 
tributing to the safety of the Resurrectionists, who 
were enabled to work in perfect silence in such 
ground. . In gravelly soils they had a peculiar mode 
of flinging out the earth, in order to prevent the 
rattling of the stones along the iron spade. Although 
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this rapidity of execution depended more upon 
method than on force, yet the exhumator first 
alluded to told me that, accustomed as he had been 
to hard labour all his life,; he had no idea of any 
exertion comparable with hat which was required 
in these " jobs," as he calleu them. 

Another motive for their strict secresy as to 
their method of working, was, that their band, which 
consisted of considerably fewer persons than was 
generally supposed, might not be disturbed by the 
intrusive entry of fresh men, who, in the hope of 
obtaining their share of the great profit derived from 
such occupation, were not unfrequently attempting 
to invade what the Resurrectionists almost thought 
to be their exclusive right of trade. As, on the one 
hand, it was the object of the party seeking admis- 
sion into this business, to discover the peculiar 
method by which the initiated accomplished their 
objects so rapidly, and, in proportion, with diminished 
risk ; so, on the other hand, it was the object of the 
monopolizers, by throwing a mystery around their 
mode of working, to prevent this discovery taking 
place; and further to secure themselves against such 
an event, they would endeavour to set the new 
comers on a wrong scent, and so lead to their 
detection. 

Their plan of working was once described to me 
by a person, not a Resurrectionist, but one who was 
in constant communication with these men, in the 
following manner. He fancied he had found out 
their secret, but had, no doubt, been deceived by 
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some of them purposely. He began by saying, 
plausibly enough, that it was evident the body could 
not be removed in the direct manner, by shovelling 
off the whole of the mould above it ; for if the coffin 
were any considerable depth in the ground, or were 
overlaid by one or two others, or if the grave were 
covered by a heavy stone, or carefully turfed in, the 
expense of time and labour, in getting out the body 
and restoring the grave to its former appearance and 
condition, would be so great, as well as the risk of 
detection, that it could not be recompensed by the 
amount of payment, large as it was, which the Resur- 
rectionist subsequently received for his exertions. 
The plan which, I was then informed, they pursued, 
was the following, which, indeed, at first sight, 
appears a much more efficacious and ready method 
of obtaining their object. 

Commencing their operations towards the head 
of the coffin, in a portion of the earth below the 
level of the mound, or raised portion of the grave, 
they rapidly made an excavation of such a diameter 
as only just to admit of the throwing out of the 
mould. As soon as the head of the coffin was 
arrived at, and exposed, it was at once prized out ; 
and that there was not much difficulty in doing this 
was shown to me, from the circumstance that the 
dependence for the security of the body was chiefly 
placed in the coffin-lid, to the fastenings of which 
the attention of the undertaker was usually in par- 
ticular directed. At this stage of the proceeding, 
however, a difficulty at once suggested itself, which 
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evidently an uninitiated person would, in all proba- 
bility, have failed to surmount ; for, as is well known, 
the head of a coffin, as ordinarily constructed, is one 
of its narrowest portions, and never of such a width 
as to admit, in a direct manner, of the exit of the 
chest and shoulders of the corpse within* My in* 
formant, however, overcame this impediment at 
once, by describing the Resurrectionist as rounding 
the shoulders well over the chest, and then, in draw- 
ing out the body, giving to it such a general turn as 
to be enabled at once to extract it in the diagonal 
of the opening already described. By these means, 
I vras informed, two or more Subjects could be 
extracted, without much increase of time or labour^ 
out of one and the same grave. 

Without giving myself much trouble in conside* 
ration of this account, I for a long time believed it 
to be the method pursued by them; but some time 
afterwards, when there was no necessity any longer 
iEipr keeping the true plan a secret, I described it to 
a person who had been one of the most active among 
these people. He at once showed me its incor- 
rectness: "Oh!" said he, **that would never do; 
why, don't you see, sir, we should be working in 
old instead of the new soft ground? Besides, it 
would be detected at once, for we could not do it 
vdthout lengthening the grave." He mentioned to 
me other obstacles, and afterwards related to me 
the usual way of proceeding, which I have already 
described. 

When once the body was removed from the 
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burial-place, there was ordinarily no danger of 
detection, for the gravedigger and watchmen were 
not likely to speak of a delinquency which they 
themselves had been accessory to; and thus at this 
period many a tear was dropped upon a grave bereft 
of the object whom the mourner supposed to be 
mouldering beneath the sod at his feet, and the 
memory of whom still pained his recollection. 

As soon as the body was raised, it was deposited 
in an ordinary sized sack, (another part of the work 
which required a specific rule of management, on 
account of the difference in length which generally'' 
existed between the Subject and its receptacle,) and 
then carried to a hackney-coach, or spring-cart, 
the latter in the Metropolis being the more usual 
vehicle which was hired to receive it. 

When the bodies were i-aised in the neighbour- 
hood of provincial towns, they were invariably trans- 
mitted to the Metropolis in such cases or packages, 
as the staple manufactures or commodities of the 
place were usually conveyed in; thus, occasionally, 
they arrived in hat-crates, in the casks in which 
hardwares are usually sent, &c. 

The means described for removing bodies from 
the London burial-places were not invariably called 
into requisition ; for some of the men used to boast 
of "working more independent.'' On such occa- 
sions, the Subject having been raised in the usual 
way, instead of being deposited in the sack, was laid 
on a large square green-baize cloth, the four corners 
of which were tied together, so as to inclose the 
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body. The prize was not conveyed to any dissecting 
room that night, but was generally deposited in 
some half-built house, or other convenient hiding- 
place, until the following day. The independent 
body-snatcher would then, habited as a porter, 
swing the load over his shoulders, and often, even 
in broad daylight, carry it to its place of destination 
through the most crowded streets of the Metropolis. 

At other times, if any discovery had lately been 
made, and the public newspapers were rife with 
the description of some scene resulting from detec- 
tion, these depredators were afraid to carry on their 
work in their ordinary way, and then some of the 
students used to receive the bodies at their own 
houses, and ultimately themselves convey them in a 
hackney-coach to the dissecting-rooms. Though 
every precaution was usually adopted, the coachmen 
on these occasions generally became fully aware of 
the nature of their load, and would often avail 
themselves of this knowledge to exact a larger re- 
muneration for their service than they otherwise 
could have claimed. 

Some awkward predicaments occasionally re- 
sulted from the means adopted by the coachmen to 
insure the payment of their exorbitant demands 
under these circumstances. I knew a pupil, who 
was conveying a body by coach to his Hospital from 
another and better-supplied School, astonished by 
suddenly finding himself in front of the Bow Street 
police-office, when the coachman, tapping at the 
front window, said to his affrighted employed 
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within, "Sir, my fare to So-and-8o is a guinea, 
unless you wish to be put down here.** The reply, 
without any hesitation, was, ♦* Quite right, my man, 
drive on.*' 

No hour' of the night seemed to be considered by 
the Resurrectionists as sacred from disturbance to 
those from whom they believed they could by any 
means obtain assistance in their vocation. It now 
and then happened, while I was living with my uncle 
in New Street, that we were disturbed at three or 
four o'clock in the morning by some of these men 
rapping at the door, and telling the servant they 
must see Mr. Cooper directly. On these occasions 
I had to obey the summons, and their usual story 
was, that they knew of three or four bodies, which 
they could "work** immediately if they had but 
such a sum, naming sometimes ten or sometimes 
even twenty pounds, to bribe the gravedigger and 
watchman; they at the same time swearing and 
calling down imprecations on themselves if they did 
not faithfully appropriate the bodies to the promised 
School. 

When this scheme was first put into practice, 
they sometimes succeeded in obtaining their de- 
mands: but it was soon found that either the supply 
was taken to some other School, or, if to the one 
promised, that they would take care so to manage, 
as to receive the full price from the superintendent 
of the disseciing-room— especially omitting all allu- 
sion to the money which had been advanced. 

These circumstances, to which Surgeons were 
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unavoidably rendered victims, perhaps may be consi- 
dered as some of the principal causes which have 
prevented the members of the Medical profession 
maintaining that rank in society of which the use- 
fulness of their purpose rendered them justly worthy. 
The very Government itself, as is well known, had 
to sustain some degree of odium, from the necessity 
which induced its members to shut their eyes to 
the transactions of the Resurrectionists, for, without 
their passive permission of these transgressions, Eng- 
land in a short time would have stood lowest among 
European nations as to the condition of her Medical 
science. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

Arrangements for the Winter Supply of Subjects 
FOR Dissection. Deposit Fees. Murphy's Strata- 
gems. Painful Position of the Teachers of 
Anatomy. Independence of the Resurrectionists. 
Their Rivalry. Disturbance at Holywell Mount. 
Increased Vigilance of the Public. Dangers to 
WHICH THE Men became exposed. Other Means 
resorted to. anecdotes. communication from 
Mr. Brookes to Sir Astley Cooper. Anecdote. 
Expenses of Surgeons. Fortunes of the Exhu- 
MATORS. Offers of Persons to Sir Astley Cooper 
TO dispose of their own Bodies. Collateral 
Occupations of the Exhumators. Messenger from 
MY Uncle to me when in Spain. His Business, and 
its Success. Occasional Uses made of the Exhu- 
mators BY Sir Astley Cooper. Government 
acquainted with their Proceedings. Influence 
of Sir Astley Cooper. The Anatomy Act. 

At the commencement of a new session at the 
Hospitals, when each Professor was fiilly engaged 
about the particular department in which he was a 
teacher, and everything augured favourably for a 
successful campaign, Crouch or Murphy, who were 
at the head of the Resurrectionists of their re- 
spective periods, would be seen flitting about the dis- 
secting-room, bowing complacently to the lecturers, 
and either by a proffered smile inviting confidence, or 
perhaps merely by silence leading the anatomical 



Digitized by 



Google 



ARRANGEMENTS FOR SUPPLY OF SUBJECTS. 361 

teacher to believe that his School was to be the 
chosen scene of his traffic during the coining 
winter. Each of these parties was shy in commenc- 
ing conversation on the matters which brought them 
together; and, indeed, it generally happened that 
the topic was broached between the Resurrectionist 
and the superintendent of the dissecting-room. 

At these meetings, some such kind of dialogue 

as the following usually occurred: — -" Well, Mr. 

what does Sir mean to stand this season?" 

" Oh! I don't know, Murphy — whatever's fair. What 
will you take this morning?" " Nothing, I thank 
you, Mr. , but I don't mean to work this sea- 
son without I get ten guineas a Subject." "Oh, 
indeed! well, we don't mean to give more than 

eight!" "Then you may go and tell Sir -," 

would be the rejoinder, " that he may raise his own 
Subjects; for not one will he get from us:" — and so 
for three weeks or a month, frequently, would all 
conference with Murphy end. In the interim, per- 
haps, some new men would be employed, but it 
generally happened that their efforts were crushed 
in the commencement, they being either detected by 
police through means of information from the old 
Resurrectionists, bribed off, or in some other manner 
hindered from the prosecution of their endeavours. 
So this having failed. Murphy would come back 
again, and say, " Come, you can't get on without us 
— ^give us fifty pounds down, and nine guineas a 
body, and we will work for your School, and no 
other." This arrangement was often acceded to, 
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though usually without the slightest expectation of 
the promise of exclusiveness in the supplj being 
attended to a week after it was made. 

The plan of demanding an opening fee at the 
commencement of a session, was almost invariably 
adopted by the Resurrectionists before entering 
into an agreement to supply a particular School 
throughout the season. Murphy, when he had 
become distinguished in the " profession,** always 
insisted on receiving this douceur, ostensibly for the 
purpose of making the watchmen, whose assistance 
he required in his undertakings, what he termed 
•*all right." This, however, was a mere pretence, 
for these people were never paid in this manner, but 
received a certain sum for each Subject as it was 
raised: the advantages of this arrangement to the 
Resurrectionists are sufficiently obvious. I have 
been informed by several of the body-snatchers who 
were dependent in some measure on Murphy, that he 
made a considerable profit by these entrance fees; 
for he obtained four or five such sums, as he had no 
scruples about the number of Schools he would pro- 
mise to supply exclusively, and considering them as 
. perquisites peculiarly his own, very seldom gave any 
share of them to his companions. 

These exactions were usually opposed by the 
Surgeons, knowing as they did how little dependence 
could be placed on the promises which were made 
by the Resurrectionists of future supplies in consi- 
deration for the sum to be advanced. Sometimes in 
the attempt to overcome tliis opposition of the 
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teachers, and at the same time to gain the price for 
which they were contending, the Resurrectionists, 
but especially Murphy, adopted manoeuvres of a 
most ingenious and amusing description. I know 
of several instances of this nature; but perhaps 
the trick I am about to mention, will furnish a 
sufEcient example of the devices occasionally re- 
sorted to for these purposes. 

Just prior to the opening of the session of the 

year , Murphy had an interview with Mr. ^ 

now one of the Surgeons, but at that time a Lecturer 
on anatomy at a large hospital in London, relative 
to the supply of Subjects for the School, during the 
ensuing winter; and in the course of his conversa- 
tion said, that he must have twenty guineas before 
he could send in a single body. The usual excuse 
for his need of such a sum was given, and, as usual, 

disputed. At last, Mr. , thinking to test the 

correctness of his plea, asked if he himself could 
not make the arrangements with some of these 
watchmen. "Certainly, if you please," instantly 
returtied Murphy: "it does not matter to me who 
does it, as long as they are made right." " Well, 
now, who do you think is the most likely man to do 

it for you?" asked Mr. . "I had intended 

going to ^," said Murphy, naming a church-yard 

not far from Holbom ; " there is only one watchman 
there, and the place is convenient enough; but I 
doubt you will find it not so easy a matter as you 
think." Notwithstanding this suspicion, it was 
settled that Murphy and Mr. S ^ one of the 
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Demonstrators at the Hospital, should the same 
day call on the grave-digger mentioned by Murphy, 
and together attempt to win him over to accede to 
their wishes. At Murphy's suggestion, the visit 
was deferred until the dusk of the evening, as in 
the day-time, he said, it would attract the observa- 
tion of the man's neighbours, and might lead to 
mischief. 

The true motive, however, for this delay, was 
Murphy's wish for an opportunity of seeing the 
grave-digger, — who in reality was one of his friends, 
and already in his employ, — ^in order to prepare him 
for the visit, and to make the arrangements which 
he purposed for carrying out his scheme. 

Singularly enough, no suspicion of this crossed 
the minds of Murphy's employers; and, accordingly, 
Mr. S— — met Mui-phy at the appointed time, and 
getting into a coach with him soon arrived near the 
place of destination. Turning into a narrow court, 
they stopped at the door of a small house, which 
Murphy whispered was the end of their journey. 

He had previously informed Mr. S that the 

man was living alone with his wife, and rented but 
a single apartment, and had not increased Mr. 
S 's predilection for the business, by giving him 
a series of precautions as to how he was to act, and 
by informing him that the grave-digger was a des- 
perate fellow to deal with, and had in sevei'al 
instances fired at men whom he had caught in the 
act of robbing his ground. 

On knocking, they were answered by a woman 
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from within, who, learning that they wished to speak 
to her husband, replied, without opening the door, 
that he was in bed, and could not see any one. 
This difficulty was soon got over, for the man himself 
shortly afterwards called out that it was his time to 
get up, and desired the persons to be admitted. 
They accordingly entered, and the man, who was 
sitting on the side of his bed, from which it appeared 

he had just risen, beckoned Mr. S to a seat by 

the fire, inimediately facing himself. Murphy took 
a chair near the foot of the bed. It was some time 
before, to all appearance, either of them could sum- 
mon up resolution to commence their story; but at 
length, with the utmost hesitation and diffidence, 
Murphy, at the request of his companion, broke the 
ice, and then gradually explained the object of their 
visit. 

The grave-digger listened to it all with scarcely 
a single interruption, and seemingly with the most 
profound consideration. At last, he sternly though 
quietly said, " And this is really what you have come 

to me about?" Mr. S assented. " You are sure 

of it?" he continued, in the same measured tone of 
cool surprise, while at the same time, stooping down, 
he deliberately drew from under the bed a huge 
horse-pistol, the muzzle of which he caused to stare 
directly in Mr. S 's face. Mr. S instinct- 
ively drew back; but before he could make any 
remark, was assailed with a volley of oaths and 
abuse, so fearfully violent, and such threatenings of 
vengeance if he dared to approach the ground under 
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his care, — ^the pistol all the time, which the fellow 
swore was loaded, shaking in his hand, exactly 
opposite to the tremhling visitor's head, — ^that 

perhaps Mr. 8 had never before experienced a 

degree of relief from terror and alarm to be com- 
pared with that which he felt when he again found 
himself with Murphy among the crowd of people on 
Holborn Hill. 

The following morning, Murphy was again at 
the Hospital with Mr. — — , who told him he had 
had a full account of their visit. He said he was 
certain such extreme violence must be peculiar to 
that individual, and asked Murphy if he knew of 
no other man more likely to suit their purpose. 
Murphy was prepared, and mentioned another 
of his allies, the superintendent of a chapel in 
St. George's in the East, whose residence was 
attached to, and, indeed, opened into the burial- 
ground. Some little persuasion was necessary to 

induce Mr. S to enter upon such an undertaking 

again; but his objections having been removed, they 
repaired to the place as before in the evening. Mr. 

S this time declined to go into the house, but 

remained walking on the opposite side of the road, 
while Murphy went over to tell the sexton that 
a gentleman wished to speak with him. 

Mr. S— — was soon joined by a demure, respect- 
able looking person, and Murphy having introduced 
them to each other, fell back behind. They had 
not been many minutes together, when a repe- 
tition of the scene of the preceding evening occurred, 
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modified only by the different positions of the 

parties. Murphy permitted poor Mr. S to be 

subjected to the virulent objurgations of his friend 
the sexton for a short time, and then sidling up to 
him, as if in a state of alarm, hurried him away: 
followed, however, for some distance by the sexton, 
expressing the greatest anxiety to meet with a 
watchman, and regretting only that he had not got 
the " rascals safe in his own premises " 

This second adventure completely satisfied Mr. 
S of the folly of his attempting to form any alli- 
ance with sextons and grave-diggers, and Mr. 

supposing it sufficiently evident from the results of 
these trials, that nothing but the low cunning of 
the resurrectionists was able to cope with such 
obstinacy, paid Murphy the sum he demanded, and 
left him to settle the matter as he found most 
convenient. 

Sometimes the exhumators, to induce the 
teachers of a particular School to accede to their 
exorbitant terms, would threaten to supply a rival 
School entirely, and thus render dissatisfied the 
pupils of the institution which resisted their de- 
mands. It was from this cause principally, that the 
well known establishment of Mr. Grainger at one 
time flourished in opposition to the older institu- 
tions with such unparalleled success. The result 
of this, however, was to render the expenses so 
considerable, as to leave but little remuneration for 
the arduous duties of the teachers; for, although 
they were well supplied, it was at a charge but 
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little less than the sum which was refused by the 
lecturers of the other Schools. 

The public, even with this narration, can form 
but an inadequate idea of the harassing situation in 
which the teachers were placed, in consequence of 
the deficiency in the supply of Subjects; on the one 
hand, from witnessing the want of occupation of their 
class in the most essential branch of their studies, 
and their consequent liability to fall into habits of 
idleness and dissipation: on the other hand, from 
the discontent which existed among the pupils them- 
selves on these occasions. Meetings were held by 
the students, deputations sent up to the heads of the 
institution to complain of the inefficient state of the 
School, anonymous letters written, sometimes expres- 
sing threats from the pupils, to leave en masse for the 
Continent, sometimes asserting that their teacher was 
not equally active with the head of some other ana- 
tomical class, or sometimes even insinuating that the 
deficiency originated from motives of parsimony, or 
from obstinacy in withstanding the offers of their 
suppliers, rather than from any exorbitance in the 
prices asked by the Resurrectionists. That such 
accusations were unfounded, will appear from the well 
known fact that the teachers were continually in the 
habit of giving out of their own pockets a much 
larger sum for each body, than the pupils paid for 
them, to whom they wei-e afterwards distributed for 
dissection. 

Latterly, one source of the independent conduct 
of these men towards the teachers of anatomy in 
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London, was the circumstance of their being able 
to dispose of any Subjects which they might raise, 
to the schools of medicine attached to the provin- 
cial Hospitals. Thus, at various periods Subjects' 
were sent to Manchester, Birmingham, Bristol, 
Exeter, &c., by the London Resurrectionists. This 
demand usually arose out of some increased vigi- 
lance on the part of the inhabitants of the city or 
the neighbouring villages, in consequence of some 
discovery and public exposure of the practice of 
exhumation. At one time, in consequence of the 
difficulties and obstructions met with in the neigh- 
bourhood of London, Liverpool became one of the 
chief sources of its supply of bodies for dissection, 
and soon, from the comparative facility with which 
the Resurrectionists found they could carry out their 
"objects, this town became the centre of a most 
extensive traffic in Subjects, not only with the 
Metropolis, but also with Glasgow and Edinburgh. 
These transactions were not discovered for some 
time, but when at last they were detected, the inha- 
bitants became extremely excited, and so vigilant, 
that not only was the traffic with the above-men- 
tioned places arrested, but a supply could not be 
obtained for the pupils connected with the anato- 
mical establishments of the city itself. Then in 
turn London, conjointly with Dublin, became the 
means of supply to Liverpool. 

At another period, the exhumators connected 
with the London Schools had suddenly the oppor- 
tunity of disposing of a number of Subjects to the 
VOL. I. 2 B 
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teachers of anatomy at Edinburgh. This circum- 
stance, and the effect it produced on the supply to 
the lecturers of the Metropolis, is thus alluded to in 
the Report of a Committee appointed by the Royal 
College of Surgeons at Edinburgh in the year 1828, 
to inquire into the state and opportunities of educa* 
tion with regard to Practical Anatomy in that city. 

"When the study of Practical Anatomy was 
followed by students here only to a limited extent, 
the small number of Subjects required was pro- 
cured in Edinburgh and its vicinity, and the price 
was three or four guineas. As the school of ana- 
tomy extended, and a greater supply was required, 
the violation of churchyards was more frequently 
detected, and the feelings of the populace were often 
irritated by the audacity, carelessness, and reckless- 
ness of the degraded and ungovernable class of men 
who are necessarily employed in the occupation of 
procuring bodies, and whose numbers were con- 
siderably increased. These circumstances roused 
the feelings of the people, and increased their vigi- 
lance to prevent these outrages, by which the 
supply here was refidered much more difficult and 
deficient. 

" Afterwards for some time a large supply was 
obtained from London, though at a considerable 
expense. The Committee have reason to believe, 
that this new demand for bodies had the effect of 
diminishing, in some degree, the supply of the ana- 
tomical teachers in London; it diminished, to a 
certain extent, the dependence of the body-snatchers 
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on these teachers, and dissensions arose between 
them and among tlie body-snatchers themselves. 
The diflSculties of procuring Subjects in London, 
were bj this time much increased; a stop was put 
almost entirely to this source of supply to Edin- 
burgh, and obstacles were produced to the supply 
of the London School, the effects of which your 
Committee believe have not yet ceased to operate. 

"Lately, the supply of Subjects in Edinburgh 
has been procured chiefly from a distance, and a 
considerable part of it from Ireland, where, it seems, 
bodies can be procured more easily, and with less 
outrage to the public feeling, than in other parts of 
the empire. It has been stated, that this new 
demand for bodies has had the effect of raising the 
price of them in the Dublin Schools, but your 
Committee believe, from all they have ever heard, 
that if no illiberal interference be interposed, the 
supply required from Dublin by other Schools might 
go on without any real injury being inflicted on the 
anatomical school there. If attempts be made to 
interrupt it, considerable temporary inconvenience, 
it is probable, will necessarily be produced in Edin- 
burgh; and your Committee are convinced that the 
facilities of obtaining bodies in Dublin itself will 
also be most materially diminished and impeded. 

** It is obvious, that in the present state of the 
law, and of popular feeling, it would be difiicult, if 
not impossible, to obtain the supply required in 
Edinburgh from the town or the vicinity. The 
obstacles do not now arise from a prejudice against 
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opening dead bodies; for this has rapidly declined, 
and permission can in general be obtained by me- 
dical men, without difficulty, to inspect bodies 
for the purpose of ascertaining the nature of disease- 
It seems to arise from those feelings of fianily and 
domestic attachment which exist in a remarkable 
degree in this country, being continued to the 
objects of them even after death. Hence those 
feelings of respect and care for the remains of 
relations and connections, and of horror at their 
being disturbed or treated with indignity, which so 
universally prevail, and are evinced in many of the 
customs and habits, and even, it is believed, in some 
of the laws of the country. They have led to the 
most jealous precautions against the practices of 
disinterment, which are often taken with much 
trouble, and at a considerable expense, and without 
much regard to the legality of the means which are 
employed for the purpose." 

It was usual for two or three of the men who 
were at the head of this strange but profitable avoca- 
tion, to work for certain particular schools of ana- 
tomy, and systematically to avoid all interference 
with each other. Occasionally, however, this ami- 
cable arrangement was interfered with, and especially 
at times when a great scarcity of Subjects arose, 
which not unfrequently occurred, either from the 
difficulty in procuring them, — from a sudden increase 
of vigilance on the part of the public, — from the 
healthy state of the Metropolis, or, in certain 
seasons, from the immense number in demand. 
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Upon such occasions, the most greedy of this party 
would ask exorbitant sums; and twenty pounds I 
have known the price demanded, and in some few 
instances given, for a single Subject. 

Usually such sums were resisted by the teachers 
of anatomy, until at last one of the other leaders 
would secretly supply the School at a smaller price. 
This circumstance would soon be discovered by his 
rival, as these men, by a kind of freemasonry, were 
readily admitted into every dissecting-room in the 
Metropolis. In revenge, he would bribe one of the 
underlings of the opposite party to tell him where 
the bodies were raised; and then inform against 
every one connected with that particular theft, so 
preventing any further supply from the same source, 
and most probably, at the same time, get his 
rival some months' imprisonment. 

A jealousy also occasionally arose between these 
opposite sets of Resurrectionists, in consequence of one 
party being in possession of a prolific source of supply, 
which they kept wholly to themselves, refusing aiiy 
participation in the profits to the other men who 
were at the time unsuccessful in their attempts to 
obtain Subjects. I have lately, through the medium 
of an old Resurrectionist, become acquainted with 
the history of an occurrence, which caused a consi- 
derable sensation at the time it happened, and will 
exemplify tlieir conduct towards each other under 
such circumstances. 

Two well-known Resurrectionists, Murphy, and 
another, to whom, as he is still alive, and bearing a 
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respectable character, I give the assumed name of 
Patrick, bad been fortunate enough to get a plentiful 
supply from a private burial-place near Holywell 
Mount, the property of two old women, whose pre- 
mises indeed formed the entrance to it. The exhu- 
mators had gained access by forming an acquaintance 
with a man of the name of Whackett, who had the sole 
superintendence of the ground, and officiated more- 
over as gravedigger. This man was in the habit of 
remaining on duty until sunset ; and used, upon his 
departure, to leave the bolt of the gate undrawn, 
which, although still locked, offered no impediment 
to the entrance of his friends, as he had supplied 
them with a key. Here Murphy and Patrick used to 
pay their nocturnal visits, and going over the ground 
looked for certain signs which their accomplice 
always left to point out the situation, of the parti- 
cular bodies which he considered might be removed 
with the least fear of detection. There was an 
especial necessity, in this case, for such marks to 
direct their operations, as the graves were not here 
elevated into mounds as ordinarily. With these 
facilities, they for some time carried on a most 
successful trade, and frequently brought away as 
many as six bodies in one night. This prosperity 
excited the astonishment and envy of their rivals in 
business as to the source from whence they obtained 
their supply; and some of them determined to 
adopt means either to participate in their harvest, or 
to discover and destroy the source from whence they 
reaped such benefits. 
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Two of the exhumators, named HoUiss and 
Vaughan, at last got scent of the scene of action, 
and as soon as they had discovered it, detennined to 
make Whackett admit them " to a share of the job," 
or threaten to expose the whole transaction. The 
next day, accordingly, they had an interview with 
Whackett, for the purpose of effecting their object, 
and tried to deceive him by saying, that although he 
was not aware of it, they were sharers with Murphy 
in the profits derived from his ground. Whackett 
stood aloof, and obstinately resisted every attempt 
at explanation. Notwithstanding this opposition, 
they persisted in their importunity, and at last 
enraged Whackett so much, that he ran across the 
street to a public-house which was full of labourers, 
and pointing through the windows to the two men, 
called out, " Those fellows are body-snatchers, and 
are come here for the purpose of bribing me to 
let them raise from my ground." This was enough : 
the whole party rushed out of the house, im- 
pressed with a common determination to inflict 
instant punishment upon these objects of their abhor- 
rence. Vaughan and HoUiss saw them approach, 
and guessing their intention, ran off, and outstrip- 
ping them by their speed, altogether escaped. 

The spirit of retaliation urged the enraged and 
disappointed Vaughan and HoUiss to seek revenge, 
and they went directly to a police-office where 
a magistrate was at the mome^t sitting, and, in the 
midst of a crowded court, informed him, in a loud 
tone, that if he sent officers to Holywell Mount 
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burial-ground, they would find every grave despoiled 
of its dead; the grave-digger, Whackett, having sold 
them to the body-snatchers. The people present 
simultaneously caught an impulsive feeling of indigo 
nation, and hastened towards the spot* As they 
went along, their numbers increased, and having 
arrived at the burial-ground, they broke open the 
gates, and commenced digging up the graves* 
Whackett's escape was prevented, and he was made 
to witness the extent of his own depredations, 
until the mob, becoming more and more enraged 
as the empty coffins were severally exposed, sud^ 
denly seized him, threw him into one of the deepest 
excavations, and began shovelling the earth over 
him. My informant told me he would certainly 
have been buried alive, had it not been for the 
activity of some of the constables, who had fol- 
lowed the people from the office. The excitement 
was so great that the mob went to Whackett's house, 
where they destroyed every article of his furniture, 
seized his wife and children, whom they dragged 
through a stagnant pool in the neighbourhood, and 
then proceeded to break the windows in the. house 
of the two old women who were the owners of the 
property, although they were perfectly innocent, 
even of any connivance with the parties implicated 
in the transaction. 

Thus Murphy was entirely deprived of this 
source of abundant supply, and he determined to 
take the earliest opportunity of wreaking his revenge 
on the informants. It was nearly a twelvemonth 
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before an opportunity offered itself; but he had 
not even then forgotten the affair at Holywell 
Mount, or lost his desire for revenging it. Vaughan 
was at this time secreting himself, having com- 
mitted some offence, and the police were in search 
of him. Murphy knew of this affair, and having 
discovered Vaughan's hiding-place, immediately 
wrote a letter mentioning it to one of the sitting 
magistrates. In consequence of this information, 
Vaughan was taken, and he was soon afterwards 
committed to Maidstone Gaol, where he remained 
confined for a period of two years. 

Each discovery of such outrages as we have 
described led, as may naturally be supposed, to an 
increased degree of watchfulness on the part of the 
public; so that many of the burial-grounds to which 
free access could once be obtained, at length be- 
came accessible only with considerable danger. On 
account of such public excitement, the resurrection- 
men were obliged to act with infinitely greater cau-^ 
tion than they had hitherto done; and the sums of 
money necessary to bribe the greater force employed 
as watchmen, prevented any persons being engaged 
in the business, who were not well furnished with 
means of buying over the additional guard. Almost 
all the new men were thus thrown out of employ* 

The more experienced, however, or the " regu- 
lars," continued their occupation, but they were 
exposed to a great increase of danger, and were 
frequently so roughly handled, that they became 
more and more fearful, the supply of bodies in 
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proportion to the demand less efficient, and the 
price required for them more and more exorbi- 
tant. It was no unfrequent occurrence for them 
to be severely beaten, or perhaps fired at or cap- 
tured bj the guards, who were greatlj increased 
in numbers, and in many cases both honest and 
vigilant, and thus every man employed in the busi- 
ness became liable to be shot, or at any rate to 
suffer a loss of liberty, often for a lengthened period 
of time. They were not so often woimded, how- 
ever, as might have been expected, the alarm of the 
persons using the fire-arms seldom allowing them to 
take a very cool aim. A man, in whose veracity I 
had much confidence, told me he had been fired at 
five several times, on each occasion without any injury 
whatever. Murphy, in scaling the wall at Bethnal 
Green church-yard, had once a very narrow escape, for 
a heavy charge from a blunderbuss fired by one of 
the watchmen, entered and shattered a brick scarcely 
an inch from his loin; he was wounded by two or 
three of the shot. 

When even the exhumators did succeed in ** work- 
ing a grave," they now frequently found means had 
been employed to render their attempts at raising 
the body futile. Sometimes they found the coffin 
filled with quick lime, or buried so deeply as in 
certain soils to admit a foot of water above it. Occa- 
sionally, too, they met with cast-iron coffins in place 
of the usual wooden receptacles. The latter con- 
trivance was considered as an insuperable obstacle 
to the Resurrectionists efiecting their object, and 
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indeed had they come generally into use, would have 
proved so, for although the lids could be readily 
broken into pieces by a sledge hammer, the noise 
which necessarily attended the operation was a suffi- 
cient preventive to its being carried into eflfect. The 
imperishable nature, however, of the material of 
which they were made, itself offered the objection to 
their employment, for in a few years every church- 
yard in London would have been thus rendered use- 
less as a further receptacle for the dead. 

As a further security the walls around the burial- 
places were now sometimes raised six or eight feet 
above their usual height, and several tiers of bricks 
left loose upon the summit, and broken glass or 
iron spikes placed there, in order to offer further 
obstacle to their being scaled. Added to these means 
of defence, parties of men were now and then set to 
watch the Resurrectionists into the inclosures, and 
while they were busily employed, would suddenly 
rush upon them, and attacking them, while unpre- 
pared, either capture them or beat them unmercifully 

Spring-guns were often set in various directions 
in the church-yards, but these never answered the 
purpose intended by them. If a Resurrectionist 
proposed to work where these instruments of danger 
were used, and when he was not intimate with the 
grave-digger or watchman, he sent women in the 
course of the day into the ground, generally at a 
time when there was a funeral, to note the position 
of the pegs to which the wires were to be attached. 
Having obtained this information, the first object of 
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the party at night would be to feel for one of these^ 
and having found it, they carefully followed the 
wire, till they came up to the gun, which was then 
raised from the surface of the grave mound, (its 
usual position,) and deposited safely at its foot. 
I have been told that as many as seven bodies have 
been taken out of one grave in the course of a 
night, under these circumstances. The grave being 
filled up and restored to order, the gun was replaced 
precisely in the spot it had previously occupied. 

It generally happens whenever danger enters into 
any occupation, that there are persons to be found 
who are anxious to mingle in the excitement, so even 
the frightful avocation of the Resurrectionist had 
its amateurs. The Hospital students would occa- 
sionally join the depredators in their nightly ex- 
ploits, though not unfrequently obliged to pay for 
the danger which they thus incurred. They were, 
however, most frequently kept apart from the more 
important operations, being employed either in 
looking out or some such subordinate occupation: 
never, as far as I know, being allowed to engage 
themselves actively in the proceedings at the grave. 

In Dublin, the violence exercised by the popu- 
lace against the Resurrectionists, appears to have 
been carried to a further extent than in London. 
Dr. Macartney, the Professor of Anatomy in Tri- 
nity College, Dublin, gave the following account 
before a Committee of the House of Commons, in 
evidence of the danger to which the exhumators 
were exposed in that city* 
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"A report was propagated in Dublin, which 
originally had been circulated in Scotland, that 
children were kidnapped for the purpose of dissec- 
tion, and this became so currently believed by the 
populace, that it was necessary to protect one of 
the anatomical schools, for nearly a week, by means 
of the police. This strong feeling in the public 
mind arose chiefly from the supposition, that these 
children were to be sent over either to Scotland or 
England by the steam vessels. The difliculty has 
indeed been so very great within the last few 
months, that most of the schools in Dublin have 
been unable to finish their winter dissections at the 
usual period. The common people frequently of 
late have assaulted the Resurrection-men; one of 
these men died in consequence of a severe beating, 
and another in consequence of being whipped with 
a sort of cat-o'-nine tails made with wire, and others 
were thrown into the water. In the first of these 
cases I paid the expenses of a prosecution for murder 
against the parties; they were not convicted, but 
the prosecution had a very good effect on the 
state of public feeling. I may add, that lately also, 
even medical men and medical students were assailed 
by the people, and that at present the Resurrection- 
men go to a great number of grave-yards, some 
distance from Dublin, provided with fire-arms, and 
are accompanied frequently by several students 
armed in the same manner." 

Such accumulated difficulties were not readily 
to be overcome, and in consequence, the dissecting- 
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rooms became very thinly supplied, and the men 
were frequently out of employ. Necessity then 
led them to seek other means for obtaining bodies, 
besides that of exhumation, which resource, indeed^ 
from the state of public excitement, seemed at one 
time to be totally destroyed. Among other contri*- 
vances, they adoped one of forming an intimacy 
with the lower classes of undertakers, to whose 
establishments the bodies of the poor were frequently 
taken, to remain several days before interment. The 
Resurrectionists hoped, by connecting themselves 
with these people, to secure many bodies; nor would 
it appear that they were far wrong in their expecta- 
tion, that a new source of supply would thus be 
opened to their craft. I have reason to believe, that 
about the years 1825 and 1826, a time, when there 
was an extraordinary flow of students into London, 
many Subjects were procured by such means, and 
that often, during this period, a clergyman has read 
the funeral service over a coffin filled with brick- 
bats, or some like substitute for the stolen body. 
This trade would probably have been carried on for a 
greater length of time, had not the Resurrection-men 
themselves, in their quarrels, exposed the mode of 
proceeding, and so, consequently, put a stop to it. 

More serious depredations than these were some« 
times had recourse to; for the bodies of those who 
had met with violent deaths, were occasionally 
stolen, either before or after the coroner^s inquest 
had taken place upon them. The following was the 
plan pursued on one occasion of this sort. 
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Patrick was strolling in the neighbourhood 
of Sydenham, when he heard that the body of 
a female had been found in the canal, and taken 
to the public-house on the preceding even- 
ing. Ever alive to business, he at once went 
to the inn, ordered some beer, and soon con- 
trived to enter into conversation with the pot-boy. 
From him he learned that the body in the stable 
was suspected to be that of a pauper, who had 
escaped from the Woolwich workhouse, and seemed 
to be without friends to claim it for burial. He 
also discovered that his informant, on some pre- 
vious occasion, had been employed for two nights 
in watching a body placed there under similar cir- 
cumstances, but had been subsequently so ill repaid 
by the parish-officer for his trouble, that he had deter- 
mined not to sit up with any other again. This was 
sufficient for Patrick: carefully examining, as well 
as his position would allow, the size and form of 
the key-hole of the stable-door, he soon left, and 
went on his way to London. 

At a late hour on the same evening, Patrick 
returned to Sydenham with a companion, and after 
prowling about for an hour and a half, reconnoi- 
tring, proceeded to try if any of the keys he had 
brought with him, would unlock the door of the 
stable, which was so placed as to be easily got at 
from the road. To their delight, the first key 
used opened it at once, and the rest of their ope- 
rations within the stable were soon concluded. 
Having obtained the prize, they turned down a nar- 
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row lane, and were soon far away from Sydenham, 
so that they succeeded in depositing the Subject at 
its destination in London before day-break. The 
next afternoon, Patrick was sitting in a room at the 
Elephant and Castle inn, when a coachman, with 
whom he was slightly acquainted, came in, and 
commenced giving him an account of a tremendous 
disturbance which had occurred that morning at 
Sydenham; telling him that a jury had met to sit on 
a body, but on going into the stable to inspect it, 
they found that the body had disappeared in the 
course of the night. He little thought how readily 
the man he was addressing could have explained 
the matter, had he chosen, or that he had at that very 
time, in his waistcoat pocket, half the money the 
missing body had produced. 

Another plan to which they resorted, was to 
ascertain in the various poor-houses, infirmaries, 
and hospitals, within the Metropolis, the names and 
connexions of those who had lately died in such 
institutions. On these occasions, if they found the 
bodies of any who seemed destitute of relations or 
friends, or at any rate, whose connexions had exhibited 
very little concern about them, they would call on 
the proper officers, and, assuming an appearance of 
distress, assert some close relationship with the 
deceased, and claim the body for the purpose of 
burial. The demand was not very unfrequently 
complied with, especially at the workhouses, — ^the 
officers at these establishments being neither anxious 
to investigate the rights insisted on by the appli- 
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cant, nor unwilling to relieve themselves of the 
expen&e of the funeral. 

This device originated with the Resurrectionist 
Patrick, and was for some time exclusively carried on 
by him. He succeeded in obtaining a considerable 
number of Subjects by these means, chiefly from St. 
Giles's Workhouse. At first, his wife was employed, 
under various disguises, to own the bodies; but after 
she had become known, he was compelled to avail 
himself of other assistance. The Subjects were 
removed in a shell towards the evening, by a strong 
fellow of the name of Couchman who acted as the 
porter, seemingly as if employed by an undertaker. 

The manner in which Patrick's system was 
detected and exposed is illustrative of the feelings 
and conduct of these men towards each other. 
Murphy, who had observed the supply with which 
Patrick was furnishing the Schools, was anxious to 
destroy this exclusive benefit, but was unable to dis- 
cover the source from whence the bodies were 
obtained. One day he saw Couchman, whom he 
knew to be Patrick's assistant, passing his house ; 
he ran out to him, and finding that he had not dined, 
invited him to come in and take the meal with 
him. This, Couchman, a hearty hungry fellow, readily 
assented to, and Murphy took care to supply him to 
his heart's content. He afterwards furnished him 
liberally with rum and water, until, having brought 
the man into the best possible humour, he com- 
menced putting his scheme into action. 

He told him that he wus in want of a strong and 
VOL. I. , 2 
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confidential person to act as partner with him in pro« 
curing Subjects, — that he was just the man, for with 
his strength, and his own knowledge, if they only 
kept true to themselves, they could always ensure a 
supply, and get as much money as they wished. 
Couchman was in too happy a condition at that 
moment, to take the trouble either of sifting Mur- 
phy's motives, or of weighing the merits of so appa« 
rently tempting an offer: so the compact was settled 
amid assurances of mutual regard and fidelity* 
" Well," said Murphy, " it is alwayjj a fule with 
me, not to have any secrets with such friends as 
we are now, and I suppose it is so with you; you 
have been working with Patrick lately, — now where 
has he been raising of late?" Couchman then 
explained to him the whole matter. Murphy was 
delighted at the successful event of his plot. " Why 
you may make your fortune," he said, " you are safe 
for getting a place for life, if you only tell this 
to the Board. Lose no time about it, let us go 
at once." Couchman, half drunk, caught Murphy's 
excitement, and at once assented. A coach was 
^accordingly sent for on the instant, and the man 
ordered to drive to St. Giles's. When they had ar- 
rived near the workhouse, Murphy recollected that 
he had better not go in: "For," said he to Couchman, 
" many of them know me, and may have some scru- 
ples about believing the story if it come from me." 
Couchman, therefore, went in alone; saw the master, 
to whom he related the whole account; and concluded 
by informing him, that Patrick's wife was to take 
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away one of the bodies which were then in the dead- 
house, on the following day* He then joined Mui> 
phy, who had gone into a neighbouring public^house* 
where they finished the evening together. 

The next day, Patrick's wife, unconscious of 
the discovery, went to the Workhouse to claim the 
body, and there, singularly enough, naet some real 
relations of the deceased, who had oome on the 
same eri-and as herself. Mrs* Patrick was taken 
before a police magistrate, but wall discharged, as 
there was not sufficient evidence to prove her guilty 
of anything more than a mistake as to the identity 
of the individual she had been claiming. 

The same evening, however, Patrick and his wife 
were committed for tiial, on account of charges 
against them, sworn to by Couchman, " for owning 
and obtaining bodies under false pretences." The 
event of the trial was curious ^ for Couchman and 
his wife, who gave a minute and laughable account 
of one particular occasion on which, acting under 
Patrick's directions, they had together claimed and 
obtained possession of a body as that of a relative, 
established their own guilt in the transaction^ while, 
at the same time by their own evidence, Patrick 
was cleared from the charges upon which he had 
been brought to trial. One of thfe most amusing 
points in the affair, was the description, by Couch*, 
man's wife, of the dress which Patrick had pro-^ 
vided for her, not omitting to mention a clean 
white pocket handkerchief, with "directions for 

use." 

2 c 2 
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This investigation led the parish officers to be« 
come more careful as to the parties to whom they 
gave up their dead, and of course caused a great im- 
pediment towards the further prosecution of this 
system. 

Sometimes circumstances would occur, offering 
to a Resurrectionist a sudden opportunity of earning 
money in some unusual way : and of these chances 
they were always most ready to take advantage, 
even although they might be attended with consi- 
derable risk of detection. 

One of these men, in walking in the vicinity of 

Hospital, saw a person stagger and fall heavily 

on the ground. He impulsively ran to him with a 
view of offering assistance, but he had hardly 
reached him when the man ceased to live. The 
body-snatcher no sooner perceived this, than a 
new train of thoughts entered his mind, and he 
immediately adapted his features to the part he 
meant to play. No one could have bewailed the 
loss of an attached relative with more sincerity than 
he affected to do, while soliciting the passers-by to 
assist him in conveying his cousin to the hospital, 
though he feared it was too late to offer any reason- 
able hope of his recovery. Having deposited him in 
the care of the house surgeon, to whom the body- 
snatcher was not known, he was told in as gentle a 
manner as kindly feeling could dictate, that the 
person was quite dead ; upon which information the 
afflicted relative soon afterwards left the hospital. 
The following day, a coroner's inquest having sat 
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upon the body, he took it away in a shell, and con- 
veyed it to another hospital. The sum which he 
received for it, as may be supposed, succeeded in 
considerably assuaging his grief on the occasion. 

The following case is but a specimen of the 
extraordinary methods now and then adopted by 
the Resurrectionists to compass their object. 

An intimate friend of Patrick's was employed 
in the service of a gentleman, whose residence was 
at a short distance from London. One day this 
man called, in company with a fellow-servaiit, on 
Patrick, and informed him that his master was 
dead, and that he thought something in the way of 
business might be done with the body, as it w^as 
lying in a back parlour, the windows of which 
opened on to a large lawn. Patrick made several 
inquiries; and having ascertained that the funeral 
was to take place on the following Sunday, said, in 
conclusion, ** The coffin then will most probably be 
screwed down on Saturday ; if it is, let me know, — I 
will have nothing to do with it until that part of 
the work is done." 

Things fell out as Patrick anticipated, and ac- 
cordingly on the night of Saturday, he entered at 
the back of the premises, and, being admitted to the 
parlour by the servant, commenced his operations. 
Unassisted by any light, he drew out all the screws, 
took off the lid, and, having formed an estimate, 
as accurate as the circumstances would allow, of 
the weight of the body, removed it into a box 
which he had brought with him for the purpose of. 
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coutaining it. He next placed in the coffin a quan- 
tity of eartb, ivhich the servant had procured from the 
garden, corresponding to the weight of the corpse. 
The lid was then replaced, carefully screwed down, 
the pall thrown over it, and the box containing the 
body passed out of the window to Patrick, who hid 
it in a tool-house at some distance from the dwel- 
ling-place. In this shed he allowed it to remain 
until the morning of the following Monday, when it 
was removed to one of the private anatomical 
schools, now no longer in existence. For this Sub- 
ject Patrick received fifteen guineas. I had this 
account from the man himself, and he said further, 
that being anxious to observe that all went off with- 
out interruption, he attended the funeral, which 
took place in a church adjoining the house. He 
could not help smiling as he spoke to me of the allu« 
sions from the pulpit, to which he had listened for 
upwards of an hour, to his departed brother beneath. 

A m&n of the name of Israel Chapman, a Jew, 
residing in Field Lane, obtained many bodies by 
stealing them from private dwelling-places in this 
manner. He generally obtained them from among 
the poor in his own neighbourhood, froni houses 
which contained eieveral tenements. He was at last 
detected by an active officer, who found means of 
tracing a body which he had stolen from a respect- 
able house, and for the recovery of which a consi- 
derable reward was offered by the friends. 

The uncertainty of the success of such artifices, 
conjoined with the lessened opportunities of exhu- 
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mation, rendered the supply to the Schools, crowded 
with pupils, very defective, and in consequence the 
outrages committed to obtain the Subjects necessary 
for dissection were occasionally of a more aggravated 
character. The nature of some of these is suffi- 
ciently exhibited in a communication from Mr. 
Brookes, Lecturer on anatomy in Blenheim Street, 
to my uncle. 

" Theatre of Anatomy ^ Blenheim Street, 
lOth November, 1823- 
** My dear Sir Astley, 

"In answer to your application, relative 
to the best means of procuring Subjects for the 
anatomical schools, I beg leave to notice, that, from 
the very disorganized state of the system at present 
pursued by the resurrection-men, little is to be 
expected from their services. Indeed, if from either 
of the modes (hereafter mentioned) an ample supply 
could be obtained, it would be more advantageous 
to desist from employing them altogether. 
" To enumerate some of their practices : 
" First. A most infamous plan has lately been 
practised by several resurrection-men, of breaking 
open the doors of out-houses and dead-houses, where 
the bodies of suicides are deposited, previous to a 
coroner's inquest being held, and thus committing a 
felony to procure them. 

'^ Secondly. They are in the habit of destroying 
the tombs, vaults, and expensive coffins of the more 
wealthy part of the community, to obtain their prey. 
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" Thirdly. Violent quarrels almost always ensue, 
when two opposing parties meet in a cemetery^ 
which, by rendering all liable to detection, tends 
much to increase the alarm that the public expe- 
rience from their depredations ; and, lastly, from the 
number of searches by warrants, &c., that almost 
daily take place in our premises, (for, to speak indi- 
vidually, I have had several Subjects seized by police 
officers, three within the last month, for which I had 
paid large sums,) it is to be presumed, that after 
receiving the money from an anatomist for a body, 
an information is subsequently laid against him by 
one of the party ; whilst another, pretending to be 
a relative, claims the Subject, or restealing it, after* 
wards sells the same again at a different anatomical 
theatre. 

"The exactions, villainy, and insolence of many 
of the long-established resurrection-men are such, 
that I have for some time past ceased to employ 
them; in consequence, my school has a very pre- 
carious and scanty supply; and that only from 
strangers and novices not able to cope with those 
desperadoes, who have had an entree by means of 
grave-diggers, into the various burial-grounds in 
and near the metropolis, for a very considerable 
period. 

" Here allow me to call to your recollection the 
following fact, of Mr. Smith, one of your pupils, 
who subsequently attended a summer course of my 
lectures. This gentleman being engaged alone in dis- 
secting in the Borough, a resurrection-man entered 
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the apartment, and immediately proceeded to cut 
up the Subject, with which he was then occupied, 
threatening at the same time to assassinate Mr. S. 
should he offer the least resistance. I might further 
remark, that I almost owe my existence to the 
proximity of a police-office ; for on more than one 
occasion, in consequence of commotions raised by 
these ruffians, my whole premises would have been 
laid waste, were it not for the prompt and friendly 
interference of the magistrates in the vicinity, parti- 
cularly of Sir Robert Baker," 

The allusion in Mr. Brookes' communication to 
the impositions practised on the surgeons by these 
men, reminds me of a circumstance which he him- 
self told me had occurred to him. One night he 
was knocked up by a man, who informed him he had 
got a Subject for him. Mr. Brookes himself rose to 
receive it, ^.ccording to his custom upon such occasions, 
and, without first inspecting the Subject to see if it 
were perfect, as was usually done, desired the man to 
bring it in, paid him a portion of the money, for which 
he was particularly anxious, and desired him to call 
the next day for the remainder. He then with a 
kick rolled the parcel down six or seven steps which 
led to his dissecting-room, and turned away. 

As he was ascending the stairs to his bed- 
room, Mr. Brookes was surprised to hear what 
seemed to him to be complaints issuing from the 
package, which he had just so unceremoniously dis- 
missed into the passage leading to the dissecting- 
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room. He listened attentively, and was soon 
perfectly satisfied that his suspicion, as to the 
source of the noises he had heard, was correct. On 
the instant, the thought crossed his mind that the 
sack contained the body of some one who had been 
attempted to be murdered for the sake of his body, 
and in whom life was not yet quite extinct. He 
turned to resolve these doubts, and on coming within 
view, was not a little astonished to see, in place of the 
parcel, a man standing erect, with the sack lying 
empty by his side. Mr. Brookes was one who knew 
not fear, and immediately advanced towards him. 
The man, alarmed, did not wait any question from 
Mr. Brookes, but at once, in a tone of supplication, 
begged him to let him go, saying he had been put 
into the sack when he was drunk, and that it was 
a trick which had been played upon him. Mr. 
Brookes, who did not believe one word of the fellow's 
story, but felt convinced that it was a preconcerted 
scheme of the Resurrectionist to rob him of as much 
money as he could get from him, opened the door, 
and at once kicked the Subject into the stieet. He 
afterwards considered the Resurrectionist to be 
altogether an assumed character, and that the men 
were housebreakers, their design in this affair being 
to obtain admittance into the premises. 

I have already mentioned some of the personal 
dangers to which these men were exposed in conse- 
quence of the great degree of vigilance exerted by 
the public; yet when the demand for bodies, in 
consequence of the crowded state of the London 
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Anatomical Schools, became much increased, a 
number of fresh individuals were induced to practise 
exhumation, in consequence of the tempting amount 
of money obtained by the Resurrectionists. Many 
of these, from want of experience in their mode of 
proceeding, were detected, and subsequently pu- 
nished. When, in such scrapes, their relations used 
to go round to the houses of the teachers, and beg 
of them to bail them; but being interlopers, and 
generally persons whose characters were extremely 
suspicious, if not notoriously infamous, they seldom 
succeeded in obtaining anything beyond a temporary 
assistance. 

Wh^n, however, the regular Eesurrectionists 
had *^got into trouble," especially if they were 
active and useful men, and there was nothing very 
flagrant in the case, the Surgeons invariably made 
great exertions in their favour, and often advanced 
large sums of money to keep them out of gaol, 
or to supply their necessities during imprison-' 
ment. Sir Astley Cooper has expended hundreds of 
pounds for this purpose; nor did the expense rest 
here, for during the confinement of the husbands, 
the support of their wives and families was a further 
tax upon him. The first three items in the following 
bill, which is copied from an account in my pos* 
session, will give some idea of tb^ U^ual rate of 
these payments: — 
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1828. £,. M. d. 

Jan. 29. Paid Mr. , to pay Mr. , balf 

the expenses for bailing Yaughan from 

Yarmonth, and going down .14 7 

May 6. Paid Yanghan's wife . • 6 

29. Ditto Yaughan, for 26 weeka' confinement, 

at l(k. per week . • . . 13 

Four subjects, two male and two female 

(Murpby), at twelve guineas each . 50 8 

June 18. Paid Murpby, Wildes, and Naples, finishing 

money* . . . • .660 

Occasionally, the sums exi>ended by Surgeons on 
behalf of these men were much larger than the 
amount mentioned in the above bill. When I was 
first appointed to the Anatomical chair at Guj's 
Hospital, Murphy had been placed in confinement 
on account of some disturbances he had been com- 
mitting in the church-yard at Yarmouth; a profes- 
sional friend of mine went down to liberate him, 
and the amount of his expenditure on this occasion 
was 160/. Another friend of mine, an Anatomical 
teacher, incurred an expense of 50/., being the 
amount of a weekly allowance, continued for two 
years, to one of the Resurrectionists who was con- 
fined in prison. 

Some of the leaders of the Resurrectionists, 
notwithstanding the many expenses to which they 
were exposed, amassed considerable property by 
this revolting traffic. Nor is it surprising that 

* The term, " finishing money," alludes to a sum of money 
which was usually given at the end of a session : the. amount 
was generally regulated by the services which had been per- 
formed by the Resurrectionist during the time. 
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fortunes should be acquired in tliis way, when we 
remember the immense profits which any one of the 
heads of these gangs, if he were only as prudent as 
he must necessarily be clever, had it in his power 
to extract from the sums paid for the Subjects sup- 
plied under his superintendence. A person who was 
connected with Sir Astley Cooper at this period, 
and who has given me some assistance in these 
details, informs me that he once paid Murphy, at 
one School, 72/. for six Subjects, and then saw him 
on the same evening, at another School, afterwards 
receive 721. more, for six other Subjects. Out of 
this sum, Murphy would have to pay four or five 
underlings in his employ, but not at a higher rate 
than 51. each, — ^thus clearing in one evening upwards 
of a hundred pounds. I shall again allude to the 
amount of property acquired by a few of these per- 
sons, when speaking in detail of their habits and 
private history. 

The high prices which were notoriously given 
to the Resurrectionists for Subjects not unfrequently 
led persons, while alive, to offer to dispose of their 
bodies on certain pecxmiary conditions, for dissection 
after death. It was very rarely, however, that any 
Surgeon acceded to such a proposal; for it was 
well known that if the agreement were entered 
into, it could not be enforced, the law not recog- 
nising any right of property in a dead body. Sir 
Astley would never listen to such offers. Among 
his papers is the following elegant epistle, contain- 
ing a request of this nature : — 
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"Sir, 

" I have been informed jou are in the habit 

of purchasing bodys, and allowing the person a sum 

weekly : knowing a poor woman that is desirous of 

doing S0| I have taken the liberty of calling to know 

the truth. 

" I remain your humble servant, 

<i « « ♦ »» 

The answer to it was brief*: — 

" The truth is that you deserve to be hanged 
for making such an unfeeling offer. "A. C." 

There is also a lengthy document, written in a 
fair legible hand, and signed " William Williams," 
containing a bequest of his body. It is couched 
in terms of legal preciseness. The preamble is 
curious : — 

" Sir, 

" Being fully sensible of the uncertainty of 
this life, and of the mortality of my animated 
frame, — the tabernacle of my soul and of the 
living spirit that pervades it, — and my mind being 
impressed with the subject of the public benefit 
to be derived from anatomy, I beg, Sir, to com- 
municate to you in writing, what in substance has 
already been submitted by personal communication 
to your notice, in regard to my body, graciously 
bestowed on me by my Maker, when the hereafter 

* Sir Astley Cooper was in tho habit of preserving letters, 
and frequently copied on them his replies to their contents. 
The above answer was thus preserved. 
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desertion of that body by its animated tenants of 
spirit and soul shall take place. 

" If, Sif, in your lifetime, I die a bachelor or 
unmarried, within the Metropolis of Great Britain, 
called London, or within a convenient distance of 
the same, or whatever you may consider a conve- 
nient distance, I beg, with a view to the furtherance 
of useful knowledge in the science of anatomy, &c." 

The substance of the remainder of this eccentric 
epistle, is simply, that if Mr. Williams dies under 
the above circumstances, his body is to be dissected 
by, or under the supervision of Sir Astley ; but that 
if he should leave A wife, this bequest should be 
subject to her pleasure and discretion. 

The graves were not always disturbed to obtain 
possession of the entire body, for the teeth alone, at 
this time, offered sufficient remuneration for thd 
trouble and risk incurred in such undertakings. 
Every dentist in London would at that time purchase 
teeth from these men, and the public can have but 
little idea of the immense sums of money which per* 
sons thus occupied could earn. The following cir- 
cumstance will best give an idea of the amount of 
money which occasionally cOuld be acquired in such 
transactions. 

Murphy, an active man, no less in mind than in 
body, and who never moved but in his occupation, 
in taking a Walk, observed a neat meeting-house, 
attached to which was a paved burial-ground. 
Looking around, he observed a trap-door^ leading, 
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he had no doubt, to vaults of hidden treasures^ and 
these he determined at once to explore. A short 
time after coming to this conclusion, dressed in a 
suit of black, and with a demure demeanour, his eyes 
reddened as if from tears, he called upon the super- 
intendent of the meeting-house burial-ground, and 
described to him, in much apparent distress, the 
recent bereavement which he had met with of his 
wife, and his anxious wish that her bones should 
repose in his neat and quiet sanctuary. Slipping a 
half-crown into his hand, Murphy readily induced 
the man to permit him to descend into the vault, 
under the idea that he wished to select the spot for 
the deposit of the remains of his beloved. Murphy, 
who, while outside, had studied the bearings of the 
trap-door, after much pretended inspection of the 
vault, took an opportunity, while his companion's 
back was turned to him, of suddenly raising his hand 
to the cieling and slipping back two bolts which 
secured the door. On that very night. Murphy let 
himself down into the vault, and then by a few hours' 
active exertion, secured possession to himself of the 
front teeth of all its inmates. By this night's adven- 
ture, Murphy made a clear profit of sixty pounds. 

While I was in Spain, in 1814, just as we were 
entering France, at the village of Sarre, one evening 
my servant came into my tent, — for we were at 
bivouac, — and told me that there was a man outside 
who wished particularly to see me, having brought a 
letter from my uncle in London, with especial orders 
to deliver it into my own hands. I went out of the 
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tent door, when I was accosted by a short thick-set 
man in rough apparel, whose gait and dress ill 
accorded with the appearance which I had expected 
to see presented by a messenger from my uncle, 
sent on so special a mission. The letter was un- 
sealed, and equally singular for its object as, (con- 
sidering the distance I was from my uncle, and the 
length of time which had passed since I had seen or 
heard from him,) for its laconic style: — 

" My dear Bransby, 

" Butler will tell you the purport of his visit. 
I hope you are well and happy. 

" Your affectionate uncle, 

"AsTLEY Cooper.'* 

Upon asking this Butler, who appeared to be in 
a state of great destitution, what might be his object, 
he said it was to get teeth, and perhaps when he 
obtained the letter from my uncle, that was all the 
information he had given him; but when I came to 
question him upon the means by which he was to 
obtain these teeth, he said, " Oh, Sir, only let there 
be a battle, and there'll be no want of teeth. I'll 
draw them as fast as the men are knocked down." 

As may be supposed, I could not harbour such 
a person ; but he was at the time without a farthing, 
and had contracted a complaint from the labour 
and fatigue he had undergone, having travelled 
from Lisbon to the frontier of Spain on foot, or in 
commissariat bullock wains, as opportunity offered, 
so that compassion for his situation prevented my 

VOL. I. 2D 
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diicarding him at onoe fta be deserved. Ht« diseaM 
required the performance of a surgical c^ratiou for 
its cure, and I therefore took him into the hospitol, 
and when he was well» g^ye him some money, and 
desired him to let me hear no more of him : not 
omitting to say* at tho same time, that his project was 
no less unjustifiable than, as I trusted, it would prove 
impracticable. On my return to England two years 
afterwards, however, he wrote to thank roe for having 
saved his life in Spain, and could not at the same 
time deny himself the gratification of announcing to 
me, that he had earned a clear profit of three hun- 
dred pounds by this adventure. 

Butler was not the first, as I have since ascer- 
tained, to make the Peninsula the scene, or the 
Duke's achievements the means, of such lucre ; for 
Crouch and Harnett, two well-known Resurrection- 
ists, had, some time prior to his visit, supplied the 
wealthier classes of London with teeth from similar 
sources. 

The resurrection-men were occasionally em-» 
ployed on expeditions into the country to obtain 
possession of the bodies of those who had been 
subjected to some important operation, and of which 
a post mortem examination was of the greatest 
interest to science. Scarcely any distance from 
London was considered as an insuperable diflS^culty 
in the attaining of this object, and as certainly 
as the Resurrectionist undertook the task, so certain 
was he of completing it. This was usually an 
expensive undertaking, but still it did not restrain 
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the most zealous in their profession from oeeanipsally 
engaging these men in this employment. Sir Astley 
Cooper, as may be surmised from ft (;onsidpi«.tsou of 
his ohfiracter, was not backward in availing himself 
of these opportunities. Noy bftd h© by these mean* 
the satisfaction only of doriving information from 
the ei^amination of these oll4^s^ but he was thus 
enabled to add to his museum ms^ny rare records of 
the triumphs of surgery, and examples of the compen^ 
sating powers of nature after removal of some 
important parts of her constitution. 

I have known him send one of these men coui* 
siderably more than ik hundred miles to obtain a 
Subject for the purpose of examining the effect of 
an operation performed years previously, actuated by 
the desire of acquiring a knowledge of any new facts 
which the inspection might afford, and of thus being 
enabled to improve any future operations of the 
same kind which he might be required to perform. 

The following is a bill on account of one of 
these expeditions. 

" 1820, June 1st,— Paid HoUis and Vaughan for 
getting a Subject from — , in the county of ' m ,,, , ^ 
a man that Sir Astley Cooper performed an opera- 
tion upon twenty-four years ago. 

Coach for two there and hack . • <£3 112 
Guards and Goachnien . . . .060 
Expenses for two days . . , . 1 14 6 
Carriage of Subject, and porter . .0126 
Subject 7 7 



£13 12 
3 D 2 
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A surgeon residing at or near the neighbourhood 
from which this Subject was obtained, had watched 
the case there for years, and, on the death taking 
place, immediately wrote to Sir Astley. Sir Astley, 
on learning this event, sent for the person froih 
Vhom I obtained the above account, and desired 
him to make an arrangement with the above-named 
men to obtain the Subject, his concluding remark 
being, ** cost what it may." 

Such were these people and their transactions ; 
and being such, it must strike any thinking man 
with wonder, that there was not a spontaneous 
determination originating from the most indignant 
feelings of every surgeon to crush at once both the 
traffic and the persons who were engaged in it. 
But, on the other hand, it is to be remembered that 
the possession of the means for studying anatomy, 
as the very ground-work of all medical science, was 
essentially necessary, if only an equality of rank 
and reputation were desirable to be maintained, 
by the professors of medicine in this country, with 
their more fortunate continental neighbours of the 
same profession. 

Government felt this as forcibly as the members 
of the medical profession, and while on one hand 
they were trying to enact laws to legalize dissection, 
on the other they were shutting their eyes to the 
acts of illegality we have described, with the exist- 
ence of which they were all along familiar. During 
the war, while thousands were submitted to the 
care of the medical officers then bearing his Ma- 
jesty's commission in the two services, the Govern- 
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ment perceived how impracticable it was to direct 
measures for stopping these proceedings, as they 
would at once have necessarily precluded the pos- 
sibility of any military or naval medical officer being 
competent to perform the duties which were ex- 
pected from him. No blame, therefore, can be laid 
upon a ministry for shunning the responsibility of 
^oing away with an admitted evil by substituting a 
greater, however plausible and popular any change 
of this sort would have been. Such were the diffi- 
culties which prevented any attempt to institute a 
law, which must have required a long time for its 
beneficial working, while in the interim the ai-my 
and navy in active employment would have beeu 
supplied with inefficient medical officers. Nor, if 
we take a political view of that period, can it be 
believed that the public could have been induced to 
consent to any arrangement, by which either the 
poor-house or the hospital, even under the sanction 
of Government, would be required to give up its 
dead for dissection, a proposal which was depre- 
cated at the time by every person who had the; 
power of giving utterance to the horror inseparable 
from the notion, that the bodies of the poor were to 
be given up to treatment, such as those of executed 
felons were subjected to. These circumstances, and 
these alone, allowed this traffic to be in force at a 
period when refinement and civilization were as cul- 
tivated as at the present moment. The facts were 
known, but they were allowed to pass, because at the 
same time the necessity out of which they aroge was 
forcibly, though reluctantly, admitted. 
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In t>rot)0]^tioD, theti» M A Sttfgeon of tbAt d^y 
iviis promltietitly distinguished in the education of 
profeMional aspirftnts, so did he become mixed up 
with these I'eokless characters, and no man knew so 
much of their habits, their crimes, and even of the 
few good qualities which some of them possessed, as 
Sir Astley Cooper. He knew how to turn the pecu- 
liar merits of each to the advantage of his schools 
and although he was ever most guarded, In taking 
Subjects for dissection, not to do so Without know-* 
ing something of the source from whence they 
were derived, yet he so matoflged, as to secure a 
better supply than most of the other teachers of 
London; and^ indeed, such was his power ovei^ 
these men at one time^ that there Was not a burial-- 
place ih London fVom which he could not, if he 
thought proper, obtain any one particular Subject 
he might Wish to b6 exhumed. 

I once heard Sir Astley, when wishing to expose 
to p, certain person the power of these men^ and his 
influence over th^hi, oflter to procure, within three 
days, the body of a dignified odicial personage, Who 
had been Wied in a place apparently of impene^ 
trable li^ecurity. 1 have evely reason to believe, that 
had ho chosen, he cottld have eflfbcted this objedt* 
Sir Astley Cooper, indeed, stated as much before a 
Committee of the House of Commons, in reply to 
the following questions — 

*' Does the state of the law actually prevent tlie 
teachers of anatomy from obtaining the body of any 
person, which, in consequence of some peculiarity of 
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ftttucture, tbey may be particularly desirous of pro* 
curing?'* 

Sir AsAejf Cooper."^'' The Iftw does not prevent 
our obtaining the body of an individual if we think 
proper; for there is no person, let his situation in 
life be What it may, whom, if I were disposed to 
dissect^ I could not obtain." 

In reply to another question, Sir Astley Cooper 
said, ''The law only enhances the price, and does 
not prevent the oKhumation: nobody is secured by 
the law; it only adds to the price of the subject*/' 

It had beeui however, the olgect of the profes** 
sion^ years and years past, to do all in their power 
to prevetit the exhumation of bodies, and many 
interviewsi in my recollection, took place between 
Lord Lirerpool, (who^ from the friendship and strict 
confidence which e:Kisted between himself and Sit 
Aistley Cooper, took a lively interest in the subject,) 
and members of the Council of the Royal College of 
Surgeons, to devise some plan to effect this object 
without offending the feelings of the community. 
It was always thought too hazardous a risk to 
attempt the enactment of laws on the subject, for 
the fiecessary publicity of the discussions upon them, 
it was feared, would render such a proceeding liable 
to defeat the very object for which it was instituted. 

The horrible crimes committed at Edinburghf, 

* See Report froin the Select Committee on Anatomy, p. 18. 

+ Several membets of the pfofession had anticipated these 
dteadful effects of the laws regarding dissection, as they then 
existed, aftd had openly expressed their fears on the subject, in 
the course of the communications which took place regarding the 
proposed alterations in them. I much doubt whether all the 
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and exposed ia the year 1829, at last brought the 
question fully before the notice of the public, and 
rendered it peremptorily necessary for the Govern- 
ment to establish some means of legalizing dis- 
section, under proper restrictions regulated by the 
ministers of the Crown, To secure the strict ad- 
herence to these laws, an inspector was appointed, 
to whom the certificate of the death of the indivi- 
dual, and the circumstances under which he died, 
were to be submitted, before the body could be 
dissected, and then only in the Schools in which 
anatomizing was licensed by Government. Various 
consultations on the subject took place between Sir 
Astley Cooper, Sir Benjamin Brodie, and other mem- 
bers of the Council of the College of Surgeons, and 
the Secretary of the Home Department. A committee 
of members of the House of Commons was also 
appointed to consider the best means of putting this 
desirable plan into effect, and much important infor- 
mation was elicited; and although, it is true, there 
is still a difficulty in obtaining a sufficient supply of 
Subjects, it is equally certain that the n^odern system 
has much raised the characters of those who are 
studying anatomy, as well as the science itself, in 
the estimation of the public. 

murders committed under the system of ^^ burking," came to 
light. I have heard one of the Resurrectionists, the chief oppo- 
nent of Crouch and his gang, in their attempts of extortion, assert, 
that if his body could have been taken to any dissecting-room 
where it would not have been recognised, he had no doubt ha 
should have been " made away with long before the Natomy 
Bill hadjpassed." 
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CHAPTER XX. 

Concluding History of the Resurrectionists. Butler. 
His Robbery op the Edinburgh Mail. Sentence of 
Death passed upon Him. Crouch, the Leader of th^ 
Old Party. His Character. His Occupations abroad. 
His Death. Jack Harnett. Bill Harnett. De- 
scription op this Person. His Death at St. Thomas's 

Hospital, and Horror op Dissection. N . Holliss. 

His Origin. His Treacherous Conduct and Ruin^ 
Vaughan, Anecdote. Is Sentenced to Transporta-. 
TioN, Accessions to the Party of Resurrectionists. 
Murphy, their New Leader. His Tact and Cunning, 
His Accumulation of Property, L . His Arti- 
fices, AND present Occupation. Patrick. His Charac- 
ter. Anecdote. Millard. His early Employment at 
St. Thomas's Hospital. Imprisonment. His Enmity 
TOWARDS Sir Astley Cooper. His Peath. Concludinq 
Remarks. 

It will be interesting to observe^ both as a mat-* 
ter of curiosity, and a§ a moral lesson, the sequel of 
the lives of the men whose occupations I have been 
led to describe in this Memoir. Of the necessity 
of their employment by Surgeons, in former years, 
sufficient evidence has, I trust, been afforded to the 
reader; but at the same time it is impossible for 
any well-regulated mind jiot to regret that means 
were not earlier devised to prevent the frequent 
outrages which their pursuits inflicted upon the best 
feelings of the public. 

The high prices which the exhumators received, 
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secured to them larger sums of money than one 
would suppose people in their situation could pos- 
sibly have expended or required ; but riot and dissi- 
pation were the constant attendants of their lives. 
The wages of a week wete often sufficient to supply a 
month's reckless idleness, and not until they had 
squandered evefy farthing in their hautit«, would they 
return, with the exception of some of the leaders, 
to their employment. Some few of them^ however, 
more cunning and provident, husbanded their means, 
so as to enable them not only to appear respecta- 
able In personal exterior, but even in domestic 
life, when separated from their business. The pos- 
session of such resources gave them double means of 
accumulating wealth, for they had in their hands 
the means of bribing the parochial hirelings, no that 
they coul4 receive every information necessary to 
facilitate their objects, and could work unmolested ; 
and they could always obtain manual assistance 
from their less prudent Companions, driving some 
hard bargain with them, and thus I'eadily procufe a 
supply when wanted at the schools. 

Of the moi*e influential and notorious of the 
Resurrectionists, When I first heard of their pro-> 
ceedings, the nam^s of Butler, Oronch, Harnett, 

N ■» HoUiis, and Vaughan, chiefly occur to my 

recollection^ Thesei indeed^ were the only regtdar 
Resurrectionists ; the others of the body being com- 
posed of Spitalflelds Wc^aVers, or thieves, who found 
the disguise of this occupation convenient for carry- 
ing on their own peculiar avocations. 
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Bufclef, whose employment by Mr- Co(>i)©f, so 
ib^vly m the time when he lived In St. Mary A^e, 
has been noticed in a pi^eceding chapter, is the 
oldest in my memory. Hfe was a shorty stout, good- 
tempered man, With a l&Ughing eye» and Sancho 
Pan^a sort of expression* H© was much addicted 
to gin. When drunk, he w&ii a great boaster^ and 
inclined to be Violent *, but Was easily cooled down 
by good-humoured treatment. 

He was originally a porter in the disseating-room 
at St. Thomas's*, afterwards followed his father's 
business of an articulator, and dealer in bones ; and 
subsequently dealt much in teeth. I have already 
spoken of his interview with me in Spain. On his 
return to England he went to Liverpool, and under 
<m assumed name practised for some time with con- 
siderable prosperity as a dentist. His dissolute 
habits, however, soon prevailed, and prevented the 
contihued success of a business Which might other- 
wise have secured his independence. He became 
involved in debt, and was obliged to flee from his 
creditors ; he then went away, and lived for some 
time upon means, the source of which was only 
known to himself. Some years previous to this 
period, the Ediiiburgh mall had been stopped and 
robbed by persons, none of whom, I believe, were at 
the time apprehended. Butler had not left Liver- 
pool very long, after his failure in that city, before 
he Was taken up, for trying to -pass a five-^pound 
note, the number of which, by proving it to be one 
of those stolen on that occasion, and a train of other 
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I 



circumstances, led to the detection of his connexion 
with the robbery of the mail. He was tried, and 
received sentence of death. 

From some circumstance, his execution was 
delayed considerably beyond the usual period, and 
Butler, who had accumulated a great quantity of 
information on various matters, and was in other re-, 
spects an entertaining companion, contrived to attract 
the favourable attentiou of the governor of the gaol. 
Having complained to him of the want of occupation 
his position entailed upon him, the governor, who 
had learned that he had been in business as an 
articulator*, procured for him the carcase of a horse. 
The bones of this animal were prepared in the usual 
way, and Butler, to whose cell they were afterwards 
removed, proceeded to articulate them so as to form 
the skeleton. 

The Austrian Archdukes, John and Lewis, were 
at the time in this kingdom, and, among other 
places, paid a visit to Edinburgh. Here they in-: 
spected the various public institutions: and on 
visiting the gaol, found Butler hard at work in his 
cell, articulating the bones of this horse. Their 
Imperial Highnesses were much struck by the cir- 
cumstance, and having learned from the governor 
that he was under sentence of death in conse- 
quence of robbing the mail coach, interested them- 
selves in his favour, and sued to the Prince Regent 
for his pardon. This was, after much difficulty, 

* This was the man who prepared the skeleton of the Ele- 
phant, which Mr. Cooper dissected in St. Mary Axe. 
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granted, on condition that he left the country 
immediately, and did not attempt on any account t6 
return. He accordingly took his departure, and has 
never been heard of since. 

Crouch, or Ben Crouch, as he was called, was 
the son of a carpenter who worked at Guy's Hospital. 
He was a tall, powerful, athletic man, with coarse 
features, marked with the small-pox; and was 
well known as a prize-fighter. He used to dress in 
Very good clothes, and wore a profusion of large 
gold rings, and aheap of seals dangling from his fob. 
A friend of mine, a surgeon holding a distinguished 
position in the profession, to whom I am indebted 
for this and many other particulars, recollects hear- 
ing him boast that the cloth of a certain coat which 
he had on at the time, was part of a large quantity 
stolen from a house in Watling Street, and there was 
no doubt of the truth of his assertion. He was 
tried for the robbery, but acquitted by proving 
an alibi. 

Crouch was always rude and offensive in his 
manners, exceedingly artful, very rarely drunk, but, 
when so, most abusive and domineering. In his 
prosperous days, he was the councillor, director, 
comptroller, and treasurer of the whole party, and in 
dividing the spoils, took especial care to cheat every 
one. This was very easily effected, for usually 
he himself was the only one who had any clear- 
headedness by the time, when the general accounts 
were gone through. He continued actively engaged 
in the business till about 1817, when he gradually 
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withdrew from it, and occupied bimfielf priacipally 
in obtaining and disposing of teeth. He went 
abroad several times, and followed this occupation 
both in the Peninsula and France, in conjunction 
with another Resurrectionist, with whom he was 
always on the most intimate t^rms, of the name of 
Jack Harnett 

Upon these occasions, they used to obtain 
licenses as suttlers, in order that they niight be con* 
sidered legitimate camp*followers. In addition to 
their object of procuring teeth, they bad other 
designs, of even a more revolting nature, mi fraught 
with the utmost danger, as well Irom exposure in 
action, as from their liability to detection by the 
soldiers, in which case destruction would have been 
the inevitable consequence. The purpose to which 
I allude, was to follow closely the troops into the 
field of action, and to rob the killed as soon as pru- 
dence would allow them to employ themselves in 
their diabolical transactions. The epaulettes froni 
the shoulders of the officers, and the bullion from 
their regimentals, offered a considerable source of 
gain on these occasions, and I have been informed 
by those who were made acquainted by the very men 
with the facts, that they not unfrequently found 
trinkets of value, and even considerable sums of 
money in the pockets of the slain. We will hope 
that their love of lucre never led them to dispatch 
the wounded, whose cries might otherwise have led 
to their detection. 

They generally obtained the teeth on the night 
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eucceeding the battle, only drawiug them from those 
soldiers whose youth and health rendered them 
peculiarly fitted for the purposes to which they were 
to be employed. Nothing but the large sums of 
money devired from these depredations could have 
prompted them to encounter the risk inseparable from 
such proceedings; for I do not believe a soldier in the 
whole army would have hesitated one moment to 
blow out the brains of a person whom he found 
robbing the corpse of a comrade in this manner ; 
in such disgust did they hold the habits and atro^ 
cious acts of the miscreants who followed the camp 
ibr the purpose of plunder. 

At one time during their Peninsular expedition, 
these companions became separated by accident, 
and entirely lost sight of one another for three 
weeks; each considering that the other had fallen 
a victim to his occupation, either by the chance of 
war, or by the hand of some detector of his criminal 
pursuits. The circumstances under which they 
again met, are worthy of relation. As the army 
advanced, it frequently happened that the more 
opulent inhabitants of the district in the seat of 
war left their houses, and frequently, when the 
advance was very rapid, without any protection. 
Crouch heard of a chateau which had been thus 
deserted, and immediately made up his mind to 
plunder it of its valuables, and accordingly hastened 
to the place where it was situated. No sooner 
was it dark, than he entered the deserted house, 
into which he found ready access. While groping 
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his way, — ^for he had not struck a light, not in- 
tending to do so until he considered himself secure 
from interruption, — ^he suddenly stopped to listen to 
what he believed to be an approaching footstep. 
For some time he attentively noticed every devia- 
tion from stillness, and at last became fully con- 
vinced that he was not alone in the habitation. 
Presently he heard some one approaching towards 
him, with a caution which evinced an equal know- 
ledge on the part of the other of the presence of a 
second person. The deadly silence was only inter- 
rupted by the suppressed breathing of the two guilty 
depredators; but, remarkable as the fact may appear, 
this was sound enough to inform one of them who was 
his companion, for Crouch recognised the peculiar 
breathing of his lost friend Harnett, and in total 
darkness challenged him by name. The recog- 
nition was mutual, a light was quickly struck, 
they related briefly their adventures since their 
separation, regaled themselves upon the ample 
supplies the house afforded, packed up portable 
valuables for which they afterwards obtained 400Z., 
and on the following morning left the pillaged 
mansion to prosecute their usual occupations. 

From the produce of these adventures, Crouch 
was enabled to build a large hotel at Margate, 
and this speculation at first seemed likely to an- 
swer his expectations. . By some chance, how- 
ever, the nature of his previous occupation in life 
was discovered, and such was the effect of this 
disclosure, that his house was avoided, and he 
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was obliged to part with it, at a very heavy loss. 
During the time he kept this establishment, he paid 
occasional visits to the Continent to collect teeth, in 
company with his friend Harnett, they having made 
arrangements to obtain these articles from persons 
connected with various burial-places in France and 
Belgium. However, from the number of Jews and 
others who gradually entered into this traffic, the 
profits were much diminished, and Crouch became 
very poor; and on one occasion being in emergency, 
he surreptitiously obtained possession of property 
belonging to Harnett, who was at that time in 
France, and applied it to his own purposes. Har- 
nett immediately came over to England, followed 
Crouch, who had gone into Scotland, and having 
found him, gave him into custody. He was 
brought to trial for obtaining money under false 
pretences, and was sentenced to imprisonment for 
a twelvemonth. He afterwards came to London, 
where he lived awhile in great poverty, and was one 
morning found dead in the tap-room of a public- 
house near Tower-hill. He was in a sitting posture, 
his face leaning upon his arms, which were on the 
table, and he appeared to have expired suddenly. 

Jack Harnett above alluded to, was a rather 
stout, red-haired, ill-looking fellow; uncouth in his 
address and manner of speaking, fond of watch 
garniture, and always the firm and steady friend of 
Crouch, until the incident I just now related. 
Whether he was better treated by Crouch than the, 
others, or on what other account he managed to be 
VOL. I. 2 B 
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on lucb oloae terms with him, was not Imawa, but 
those two alwuya held together wheaeve? disputes 
occurred in the party* In the latter part of his 
eareer ha accumulated a cousiderable sum of mouey 
iu the mauner already described, and uot beiof a 
speculator like his compauion, died camparatively 
rich, leaviug nearly 6000/. to his $Etmily, 

An uncle of this last*mentioned Bcsurrectionist 
was also engaged in the business, apd was a great 
fiAYourite with Mr. Cooper and Mr, Henry Cline, 
he was called Bill Harnett. He was a thoroughly 
good-ttempered, and generally well-behayed man; 
and his language scarcely ever rude or offensiye to 
any one* He was slim but muscular, had a cheerr 
ful expression of countenance, and in his intonation 
and manner of speaking very much resembled an 
Irishman, which, however, I belieYe he was not. 
He was the only man of the whole set at this time 
whose word could in the slightest degree be trusted, 
and was very faithful to the interests of the Schools. 
He was a determined opponent to Orouch, whom 
he cordially hated i he would seldom work with him, 
but generally chose N a.i" u as his companion. He 
used to supply bodies at the ordinary prices, whilst 
Crouch and th§ greater part of the men under him 
were standing out, either for a douceur, or an increase 
of price on each Subject, or for both. Through this 
man's assistance, the price of four guineas each Subi* 
ject was long continued, and it was only as his health 
broke up, and he became unfit for work, that the 
price was materially raised. 



Digitized 



by Google 



BILL HAItN£TT^<«P.N--«^. 419 

Bill wM a very bmvQ wd QOumgeou« mani and a 
good boxer; he foqght Tfith Crouob, who wai nearly 
twice bis sixe and weight, in a pitched battle at Wim- 
bledon« He had previously received an injury of the 
jaw, and Crouch hit him a severe blow on the part> 
and 80 appeared to tnm the event of the battle, 
which otherwise promised to be in Harnett's favour. 
Bill was unfortunately very fond of gin, and as he 
grew older, his affection for it increased, and at last 
he was rarely sober; a tendency which he had 
always evinced to pulmonary disease was thus 
increased; he became consumptive, and died in St. 
Thopms's Hospital He was (^eerfal and good-- 
tempered to the last, and thankful for the kindness 
shown to him. This man during his illness exhibited 
a singular horror of being dissected, A few days 
before his death, he sen|w especial message to Mr, 
Green to come to him, andwith the greatest anxiety 
extorted fpom him a solemn promise that his body 
should not even be opened for examination. 

N-— *-» was also a civil, and v^lticonducted man, 
slight in person, with a pleasing expression of coun* 
tenance and of respectful manners. He was always 
ready to promise fairly, and often worked against 
Crouch, of whom, however, he was much afraid; but 
he never could be relied on, as he was very timid, 
and was easily forced to act directly contrary to his 
engagements. He continued in the business until 
its termination, and was afterwards taken as a servant 
into the dissecting-room of St, Thomas's Hospital. 
Here he conducted himself well and faithfully, 

2 E 2 
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but having become disposed to drink ardent spirits, 
gradually weakened and destroyed bis constitution. 

This man was the son of a respectable stationer 
and bookbinder, and in early life went as a sailor into 
the king*s service. He was for some time on board 
the ** Excellent,** and served in that vessel in the 
engagement off Cape St. Vincent. He returned to 
England after this battle, and having soon disposed 
of his prize-money, went on board a vessel cruizing 
about the Channel. Becoming tired of this employ- 
ment, he ran away, and came to London, where he 
soon afterwards obtained the situation of a grave- 
digger to the Spa-fields burial-ground. Here he 
was entrapped into connexion with the Resurrec- 
tionists by a Scotchman of the name of White, who 
although never personally engaged in the business 
of exhumation, made a considerable profit by dis- 
posing of the bodies raised by grave^iggers and 
other inferior functionaries attached to the various 

burial-places in London. He first induced N 

to procure teeth for him, then bodies of a small 
size, and subsequently any Subject that might be 
required. 

The method by which N contrived to sup- 
ply this man, without being detected in his proceed- 
ings, was curious. He was obliged to be extremely 
cautious, for at one end of the ground was a house, 
in which resided two of the proprietors, while his 
own residence was immediately opposite. His plan 
was this: after a funeral had taken place, and the 
mourners left the ground, before commencing to fill 
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up the grave, N — — used to remove the body out 
of the cofBi), and place itj^in a sack, which he bad 
ready for the purpose. He then threw in sufficient 
mould to cover this, and afterwards gradually filled 
up the grave, taking care to draw the sack nearer 
and nearer to the surface as be proceeded, until it 
was covered only by a thin layer of loose earth, 
which formed the surface of the mound. At night 
he dragged it up out of this hiding-place, by means 
of the mouth of the sack, which he always left in 
such a position that it could be readily reached by 
him; and then, carrying it to his tool-shed, lashed it 
up in a nut-basket, and took it to the receiver, who 
was waiting at an appointed meeting-place. 

This system was continued for two or three 
years, when one evening as White was carrying a 
Subject along the streets, packed up as usual in a 
nut-basket,, he was stopped by some Bow-Street 
patrols, who insisted on examining his parcel. The 
Subject was exposed, but White contrived to make 
his escape: an examination, however, was made of 
the various burial-places, to ascertain, if possible, 
the parties concerned in the transaction, and, among 
others, that of Spa-fields. After several graves had / 
been opened, the vacant coffin was discovered, andfei 

N was sentenced to two years' imprisonment 

in the House of Correction, or the "Bastile," as it 
was familiarly called by the Exhumators. From this 

place N contrived to escape, in company with 

a fellow-prisoner, by making an opening through 
a skylight in the roof, and afterwards scaling 
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the outer walls of the prison, bj means of a rope 
which they had formed out of the oaknm^ the pick- 
ing of which was their ordinary day's employment. 
N"" ' ■ was afterwards retaken, in consequence of 
information given against him by his enemy Grouch; 
and it was only through the mediation of Sir Astley 
Cooper with the Secretary of State, that he escaped 
the punishment due to this aggravation of his 
original offence. 

N - was more frequently imprisoned, per* 

haps, than any other Resurrectionist, and on each 
occasion in consequence of information given by 
Orouoh, or some of his party. He does not appear 
to have been much depressed by these repeated 
punishments, but was in the habit of amusing 
himself by writing down remarks upon his fellow-^ 
prisoners. I have lately seen a list, in his own 
hand-writing, of the men who were with him on 
one occasion, when he was confined in Maidstone 
Gaol for robbing a churchyard at Woolwich. 

It commences with the following remarks on the 
authorities of the prisons — 

" Maidstone Gaol, Oct. 21«t, 1813. 

" Thos. Cutbush, Governor, a d— d old file, chained my 
hands to my waist, from Maidstone unto Newgato. 
" ThoB. Stephens, head turnkey, very good man. 
^^ Stephen Page, under . • ditto." 

He then mentions eight men, sentenced to two 
years' imprisonment for "conveying to the coast 
French prisoners,'* and proceeds with his list: — 
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"Josh. N ," (himself,) *« Resurgam Honimo, for trial. 

" Joe Lestet, second at a fight, the mail was killed 

at Woolwich 

*• Mict. Oram killed the man . • . , 
"T. Salmon, smuggler. 



for trial 



^ T.Salmon, smuggler,! ^^, , , 

'RicLShming,ditto, l^*"*''?^^*^^- 
" D. Rochester, swindling, one year. 
" H. Cook, ditto, ditto. 

" J. Perrott, defraud, two years. 
^' Jn. tloram, housebreaking, suffered death. 

" Jn. Caid, ^ seven years. 

"J.Hawthon.,1 ^ ^^^^^^^.. 
^* R. Simmons, j 

N used at one time to keep a regulal* diary 

of his proceedings. The early part only of this 
"log-book,*' as he called it, now remains; from this, 
however, I will extract, verbatim, a few of the 
entries, which, although not contaiiiing any new 
facts as to the proceedings of the Itesili*l*eetionists, 
will serve to exhibit them to the reader from a neW 
point of view. 

"Tuesday, Dec. 24th, 1811. At 12 at midnight, party 
Went to Wygate, got 3 stnall, came back and got 2 larg^ at 
Newington. Catne home, then settled at Ben's. £!ach tnan's 
share 82. 16$, Qd. At home all night. 

" Wednesday, 25th. At home all day and night. 

"Thursday, 26th. At home all day and night. 

"Friday, 27th. Went to look out. Came home, Iridt Sen 
and Dan^ at 5 o'clock. Went to Harps, got 1 large, and took it 
to Jack's house. Jack, Bill, and Tom not with us, getting drunk* 

" Saturday, 28th. At 4 o'clock in the morning, got up with 
the whole party to Guy's and St. Thomas's Crib, got 6, took 
them to St. Thomas's, and met at Thomas's again, packed up 3 
for Edinbro, took one over to Guy's- 

" Sunday 29th. At home all day and night. 
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^^ Wednesday, Jan. 8th, 1812. Received 41. 4r. for adult. 
At home all nip;ht. 

'' Thursday, 9th. Went down to St. Thomas's. Got paid 
8/. 8$.y 2 adult. At home all night. 

'' Friday, 1 0th. Met at St. Thomas's. Settled. Each man's 
share 12/. I2s. 3 things* on hand. 

*' Saturday, 11th. At 4 a.m. got up and went to the Hos- 
pital Crib, got 2 adults, met at Darth*. Packed up 2 for the 
country. Sold one at St. Thomas's. At home all night. 

^^ Sunday, 12th. At home all day. At 1 1 p.m. met, and 
the whole party to Wygate. Got 2 adult and 2 sn^all. 
Afterwards went to the Green. Got 2 large and 1 large small. 

Took them to Barth-. 

« * « * * « • 

*' Tuesday, 14th. At 1 a.m. got up. Ben, Bill, and me 
went to St Luke's, 2 adults. Jack, Dan to Big Gates, 1 large and 
1 small, took them to Barth". Came home and went to St. 
Thomas's, afterwards went to the other end of the town for 
orders^ at home all night. 

« Wednesday, 16th. Went to St. Thomas's. Came back» 
packed up 2 large and 1 small for Edinbro. At home all night. 

" Thursday, 16th. The party met at the Hartichoak, settled 
the above. Each man's share 8/. 4«. J^d, At home all night. 

** Friday, 17th. Went and look out, came home and met 
at 11, party except Dan* went to the Hospital Crib and got 4, 
was stopt by the patrols, Butler's horse and cart were taken. 

«* Saturday, 18th. Went to the White-horse, Butler bailed, 
at home all night. 

*^ Sunday, 19th. Went and looked out, at home all night, 
could not get the horse out of the stable. 

^^ Monday, 20th. At home all day and night. Butler, Jack 
got drunk. 

''Tuesday, 21st. Looked out. Jack and Butler drunk as 
before, hindered us of going out, at home." 



* This was the cant denomination for Subjects among the 
Resurrectionists. 
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These extracts will furnish the reader with a 
sufiicient insight into the " strange eventful history" 
of this man's daily occupations. 

HoUiss was brought into the business by Har- 
nett, and in the course of his career became one of 
the greatest villains, perhaps, ever connected with 
this or any other calling. He was a sexton, who 
had long connived at the proceedings of the Resur- 
rectionists, and had forwarded them in their opera- 
tions in the ground over which he was guardian, — of 
course receiving an ample compensation for his 
assistance. Naturally avaricious, he became more 
and more exorbitant in his demands upon the body- 
snatchers, and they in consequence exposed him to 
his employers : he was then obliged, in self-defence, 
to become a Resurrectionist. He was not much 
esteemed by his companions, as they considered him 
an additional load, without being of much worth in 
their undertakings. He contrived to save money, 
and at the termination of the necessity for the avo- 
cations in which he Jiad been engaged^ kept a 
hackney-coach, which he himself drove. 

The train of circumstances, which ultimately led 
to his ruin, is curious. Harnett the younger had 
gone on one of his expeditions to France, to pro- 
cure teeth, and had taken his daughter, a young 
woman, with him. On returning, he landed at 
Tower Stairs, and, meeting an acquaintance, sent 
his daughter home to a place near Deptford in a 
hackney-coach, the fare of which he paid. The girl 
had with her her own packages, and also a box, 
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containing the produce of her fitther^s expedition, 
which he valued at 700/. There was a tumpilte* 
gate near Harnett's residence, and| at the driver's 
suggestion, to avoid payment of the toll^ the girl was 
set down a short distance within reach of iU In 
her anxiety to see her friends, and with the natural 
thoughtlessness of youth, she took with her only her 
own boxes, fbrgetting altogether her fhther^s package 
of teethe The coachman, from some remarks he had 
heard made by Harnett to his daughter, when he 
placed the box in her charge, had been led to con^ 
sider that it contained something valuable; and) 
although the girl remembered her loss before he was 
out of hearing, and tried to stop him by her calls, he 
determined to keep possession of the treasure^ and 
drove away with redoubled speed. 

Harnett soon after reached home) and M^hen the 
news of his loss was communicated to him, fell into a 
state little short of madness. In the course of the 
aftemooni he went to HoUiss as the person, in his 
capacity as hackneys-coachman, most likely to assist 
him out of his difficulty. He told him that he had 
just deposited fifty pounds at a certain public-house, 
to obtain restoration of the stolen property, and 
moreover promised HoUiss, as a friend, a sum of fifty 
pounds, in addition to the other reward, if he would 
find out the thief, or by any means manage to pro- 
cure the lost package for him. Harnett at one time 
had brought an action against Holliss, to recover 
eighty-three pounds, and, although he obtained a 
verdict in his favour, after all paid the expenses 
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himselfi mther than HoUiss should be thrdwti Into 
gaol, the latter promising to pay him the debt as 
soon as he had th^ means of doing so in his power. 
This, which was still owing) Harnett^ As a further 
inducement to HoUiss to exert himself, promised to 
forgive him in case of the box of teeth b^ing i^co- 
vered through his means^ 

The name of the coachman who had stolen the 
box was HaydoUj and, singularly enough, was an 
acquaintance of Holliss* He had never been £k 
Resurrectionist, and consequently, on discovering the 
nature of his Acquisition^ was utterly ftt a loss how 
to dispone of it. His friend Hollissj of whose pi*e* 
vious occupation he had some indistinct knowledge, 
came to his recollection as a person likely to be able 
to make use of the teeth, and he accordingly drove 
to his hduse^ on the evening of the same day, to 
offfef to make some ai*rangement with him respect- 
ing them. After much bargainings Holliss offered 
him five pounds for the boxj with a promise of more 
money if he obtained a certain price for them: and 
Haydoa, ignorant of their value^ and of other means 
of disposing of them^ accepted the offer, and brought 
them out of the boot of his coach into the house. 
Having thus obtained possession of the treasure, 
Holliss thought he could make a better bargain with 
it than by accepting the offers of his friend Har- 
nett, and accordingly took some of the teeth to the 
dentists in various parts of the Metropolis. In this 
manner he continued for some time deriving consi- 
derable gain from this ill-ao<juired pro{)©rty— ^the 



Digitized 



by Google 



428 LIFE OF 81B A8TLEY COOPER. 

source of his wealth being a matter of raiprise to 
all his companions. 

It at last occurred to Harnett to call on some 
of his old employers, to see if any of his property 
had been disposed of to them. Among others, he 
called on a highly respectable dentist in Burlington 
Street, who at once showed him a quantity of the 
Tery teeth for which he was searching, and informed 
him that he had purchased them from Holliss. 
There was no difficulty in recognising them, for 
they were arranged in complete sets, and were 
strung on a peculiar wire made in France, more of 
which Harnett had in his possession. Haying pro- 
cured some officers, he immediately went to the 
Elephant and Castle, found Holliss close at hand, 
and gave him into custody. He was at once com- 
mitted for trial, and failing in procuring bail, was 
imprisoned. He was afterwards tried at Croydon, 
and merely by a flaw in the evidence, was saved 
from transportation. In the mean time, however, 
Harnett had seized on his horses and household fur- 
niture, to recover the debt of eighty-three pounds 
which was owing to him; and on his liberation 
from confinement, Holliss found himself almost 
destitute. 

He subsequently became connected with horse- 
stealers, and on one occasion purchased a stolen 
horse from a man of the name of Page, not a prin- 
cipal, though implicated in the robbery, and after- 
wards sold it at a large profit. A reward of twenty 
pounds was offered for the recovery of the animal, 
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and to obtain this, HoUiss seduced Page into a 
snare, and tlien gave him into the custody of officers, 
whom he had procured to arrest him. This man 
was tried at Kingston, and from the evidence of 
HoUiss, found guilty, and was one of the last of those 
who were condemned to death for this offence. He 
was hanged at the gaol at Horsemonger Lane. 

The success of Holliss in this adventure com- 
pleted his ruin: for his share of the reward was 
small, and soon spent; he was scouted by every one 
of his acquaintance; and soon afterwards died in a 
state of great wretchedness and poverty. 

Vaughan, originally a stone-mason's labourer, 
was a fellow of bad character, without common pru- 
dence, and of dissolute and drunken habits. He 
caused the disturbance at Holywell Mount from 
feelings of envy and mischief towards Murphy. On 
the following session he took up his residence, im- 
known to the rest of the party, at Manchester, from 
which town, as well as from Liverpool, he sent a 
large supply of Subjects to the Metropolis. He 
came to London at Christmas, and was then, through 
the agency of Murphy, as already mentioned, deli- 
vered into the hands of officers from Maidstone, 
from the gaol of which place he had in the course 
of the previous summer effected his escape, under 
circumstances of great aggravation. Here he was 
confined for two years. He subsequently went to 
Yarmouth, and, in consequence of some imprudent 
intimacy with a young woman there, to whom he 
represented himself as an unmarried person, his 



Digitized by 



Google 



430 LIFE OF Sm A8TLBY COOPER. 

occupations were detected, and he was coroinitted to 
prison. He was at last sent out of the countiy bj 
Hr. Justice Gazelee* under the following cireum- 
stances:**-^ 

In consequence of the ill-feeling which existed 
against Vaughan among his companions in London, 
and his detection at Manchester, he determined to 
carry on his trade in some new part of the country, 
and accordingly went down to Plymouth to recon^ 
noitre, and determine whether or not it was a likely 
place to suit his purpose. The result of his iriait was 
a belief that business might be done there, and he 
therefore took a house in the vicinity of the town, at 
a Tillage called Stoke, close to a churchi-yard. He 
then sent for his wife, and when they were established 
in their new abode, procured two men from London^ 
to assist him in his avocations. One of these, also, 
brought his wife with him, so that there were then 
five persons in the house. Here they lived tqgether 
for some months, unsuspected of any illegal practices. 
Vaughan's vicious habits at last led to their detection; 
for after a time he began to pay court to a female 
servant of a family living nearly opposite to his 
house. The girl, however, not only turned a deaf 
ear to his entreaties, but began to suspect some ill 
intention in the whole party. She determined 
closely to watch their proceedings, and, having dis^ 
covered fresh reasons to doubt their respectability, 
informed her master of her suspicions. This gentle- 
man, his curiosity being roused, himself now observed 
their movements, and soon felt convinced that love 
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qf iretirement, whioh they bad stated ail their reason 
fpi^ epining to tWa sequestf^red spot, was not the only 
motivp for their yeaidwce, and pven thought that 
there was sufficient ground to place them under 
the surveillance of the police, He accordingly rei- 
sealed his suspicions to the authorities at Plymouth, 
stating his belief that the party had come down 
there for the purpose of smugglings 

A person, by the name of Ellis, an active I^ondon 
Bow Street officer, had just about that time been 
placed at the head of the Plymouth police, and at 
once took the matter in hand, Digguising himself, 
he went on the following day to the dwelling of the 
suspected individuals, and, after sauntering about 
some time, recognised Vaughan as a Liondon body- 
snatcher, without being himself observed by any of 
Ihp party. He prosecuted his further procpedinga 
accordingly. Ascertaining that two funerals were to 
take place the next day, he resolved to watch their 
movements on the occaaioni and accordingly, habited 
as a countryman, in a smock-frock, with other appro- 
priate disguise, he attended at the burial aa a mourner 
for onp of the deceased. He was not surprised to 
sep the whole of the suspected set, women as well 
aa men, joining in the crowd which followed at the 
heels of the procession. No sooner were the bodies 
committed to the grave, than EUia went back to 
Plymouth; but, being now fully convinced of the in- 
tentions of the party, he returned to the church-yard 
at night-fall, bringing with him three men, to insure 
a sufficient force to carry his plans into effbet. So 
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determined was he to get every proof of the guilt of 
Vaughan and his party, that he apprised the relatiyes 
of the deceased of his suspicions, and kept them at 
hand, ready to identify the bodies, if he succeeded 
in finding them on their premises. Thus prepared, 
Ellis and his party secreted themselyes in the church- 
yard, and at about ten o'clock saw the exhumators 
commence their work, and soon afterwards deposit 
the bodies in their place of dwelling. 

In about an hour, watching the house in the 
mean time, that the objects of their search might 
not be removed, Ellis rapped at the door: Vaughan 
himself obeyed the summons, and immediately re- 
cognising Ellis, who had thrown aside his disguise, 
hurriedly asked him what had brought him there so 
late at night. On learning his errand, being but 
little aware of the extent of knowledge which his 
visitor had of his proceedings, he begged of him, 
with apparent indifference, to search the house that 
he might convince himself of the fallacy of his sus- 
picions. A signal was immediately given by Ellis, 
his assistants came up, entered the house with him, 
and the bodies were soon found secreted in a 
back kitchen. The relatives of the exhumed bodies 
were sent for, and at once identified them, and the 
whole party of Resurrectionists, before daylight, 
were safely lodged in the gaol at Plymouth. 

This outrage was rendered felonious, instead of 
being a mere misdemeanour, by the circumstance of 
their having taken some of the clothes in which 
the bodies had been buried. When their trial came 



Digitized by 



Google 



VAUGHAN — MURPHY. 433 

on, they were first charged with the misdemeanour, 
convicted, and sentenced to a month's imprisonment. 
They were then put upon their trial for the felony, 
and some stockings and a shift, which were found on 
their premises, being proved to be part of the 
clothes in which one of the deceased had been 
buried, they were sentenced to seven years* trans- 
portation. Vaughan and his wife have never 
returned to this country, although the period of 
their banishment has long expired. 

During the dispute about the price of Subjects, 
the original party of Resurrectionists was broken 
up, and others were introduced into the business. 
Among these were a number of Spitalfield weavers: 
but they only occasionally supplied the Schools, 
and always with the greatest secresy; for if the 
regular men caught them with bodies, the usual 
fortune of the weavers was to be well threshed and 
despoiled of the Subjects they had raised, which 
were then carried to the nearest market, and dis- 
posed of for the advantage of the victors. Those 
who were regularly admitted into the set, were 
Murphy, Crouch, a younger brother of the former of 

the same name, Patrick, L y and some others, 

to whom allusion has already been made in the fore- 
going history. 

Murphy was brought into the business either 
by Crouch or Harnett, and, for an uneducated man, 
was one of the cleverest I have ever known. He 
was tall, stout, and strong, with a broad, flat, open 
countenance, and had a touch of Irish humour and 
VOL. I. 2 p 
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shrewdness. He was never baffled in carrying his 
point, however long delayed, or whatever change of 
tactics might be required. He was in general very 
civil, and very rarely drunk ; was very earnest and 
argumentative, and always plausible in his discus- 
sions on the arrangement of the business of an 
approaching session. 

He was of a stern, unforgiving disposition. He 
had a son who robbed him of a five-pound bank- 
note ; circumstances having led to his detection, the 
father brought him before a magistrate^ and he was 
committed for trial. He was sentenced to imprison- 
ment in Hotisemonger-'Lane Gaol. In this place the 
son became mad, and on his removal from prison, 
he was admitted as a patient into Guy's Hospital. 
He was in some measure restored to his senses, but 
was ever afterwards imbecile. 

Murphy had none of the open and bold daring 
of Crouch, — cunning and artifice were his predomi- 
nant qualities, and he therefore much less frequently 
exposed himself to personal danger and inconve- 
nience than the former leader. He amassed as 
much money, however, as Crouch, and built many 
houses; but bad disposed of the greater part of them 
before his death. House property, indeed, seemed 
to be the great object to be attained by these men. 
Some of them, wishing to follow the example of 
their more successful leaders, and seeming to believe 
that such a possession was the certain road to a per- 
manent sufBciency, entered into speculations of this 
sort, and had scarcely completed the settlement of 
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their bargain, when they were obliged either to mort- 
gage the purchase, or sell it for half its TaluOi The 
inconsiderate expenditure of money which distin- 
guished these people is easily accounted for, when 
we consider the comparatively large suras of money 
which they often suddenly received ; never before, 
perhaps, having had more than a few shillings at a 
time in their possession* A man has lately told 
me that nearly one of his first acts in the business 
brought him into possession of thirty-eight pounds, 
when he believed he never before had had five 
pounds in his hands. 

Murphy was never idle in his business ; at the 
time of the year wlien Subjects were no longer 
required for dissection^ he was selling skeletons, 
collecting teeth, or planning for his winter's cam- 
paign« He followed these last-mentioned occu- 
pations until the time of his death, which event 
occurred about a year ago. He left a wife and 
one child well provided for, and, I am Informed, 
bearing a most respectable character. They have 
since changed their name; as, indeed, have the 
connexions of almost all the Resurrectionists whose 
histories I have been relating. 

L was a gentleman's servant, who, as ftir as 

I know, bore a decent character until he was detected 
in taking the plate-glass from the windows of car- 
riages. For this offence he was sentenced to be 
transported for seven years, and passed the period in 
one of the hulks at Portsmouth. Upon his libera- 
tion, he became a Resurrectionist, in which occupa-* 

2F2 . 
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tton, however, he never could be trusted either by 
the teachers or by his associates, whom he cheated 
on every occasion that offered itself. 

After a time he became so notorious for knavery, 
that none of the men would work with him, so that he 
had given up his occupation before the passing of the 
Anatomy Bill, and gained his living as a horsekeeper, 
on several of the principal roads. He was obliged, as 
he himself told me, to change his quarters whenever 
he became recognised, on account of the odium to 
which it subjected him. I was one day on a coach, 
when, on changing horses, I observed this man, 
but by no means that I could devise, could I get 
him to acknowledge any acquaintanceship with me. 
I threw him a shilling, and so strong was his objec- 
tion to meet my eye, lest the recognition should be 
observed, that he even did not look at me as he 
thanked me. When we drove off, I asked the coach- 
man his character as a horsekeeper; to which he 
replied, "The best between here and York: no 
horsekeeper, that I know, can turn out his cattle and 
harness like him.'' 

L ■ , however, gave up this business, from 
the annoyances to which he was subjected by the 
repeated allusions to his previous occupation, and 
thus he became driven off the road. He then came 
to town, and settled in a neighbourhood where he 
had some connexions who were Methodists. One of 
these persons interested himself very much in the 

conversion of L , who thinking he might turn 

this attention to his future welfare to some profitable 
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temporary account, gradually accommodated himself 
to the circumstances o( this novel position. He 
went about with a staid and demure aspect, carry- 
ing a Bible under his arm ; became one of the most 
regular attendants at the chapel meetings, and was 
soon conspicuous for the apparent earnestness of hid 
devotions. His artifice succeeded so well, that the 
dissenters, among whom he now appeared one of the 
most scrupulous, were actually induced to subscribe 
together and purchase a horse and cab, to establish 
him in business. As soon as he had effected 
this object, he immediately threw off his disguise, 
and now drives about London, with as little of the 
appearance as he has of the character of a religious 
enthusiast. 

The younger Crouch had been brought up to his 
father's business, as a carpenter, and acted in that 
capacity at Guy's Hospital, until he joined the 
Resurrectionists. He was of small size, good-tem- 
pered, but a great liar, and of no value to any one. 
When the party was broken up, he, in company 
with another brother, who had never been an 
exhumator, joined the British Legion, and went to 
Spain, where he was killed while in action. 

Patrick was originally a sailor employed in the 
transport service. He subsequently became a com 
porter, and from his activity and conduct in this 
occupation, attracted the notice of Murphy at a 
time when he was in want of an assistant. After 
some persuasion he was induced to enter into Mur- 
phy's service, and he continued to work with him at 
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Holywell Mount until the occurrence of the disturb 
banco caused by Hollisa and Vaughan, which has 
been previously related, 

Patrick was a short, broad-chested man; very 
active, yet powerful ; always in good humour; not a 
drunkard, and apparently honest. He always acted 
with Murphy, whom he appeared to look up to as 
one of the greatest men living, and seldom, at any 
time, appeared as a principal in the business. I 
have heard him say that it was always his anxious 
wish to remain as long as possible unknown by the 
public and his friends as a Resurrectionist. 

He displayed considerable courage on several 
oec&sions. An instance of this occurred one morn«? 
ing when he was taking to the School in Webb 
Street some bones which he had obtained from 
the convict burial-place at Woolwich. On passing 
a coal shed near the place of his destination, he 
was noticed by two men, who being aware of the 
nature of his employment, and suspecting the con^ 
tents of the parcel which he was carrying, followed 
and determined to expose him. He, however, 
observed their intention, and, to deceive them as 
to his object, avoided walking in his usual direc- 
tion, but went by a circuitous route. Although 
partly thrown off their guard by tliis trick, they still 
followed him, but at a greater distance, so that 
Patrick, on arriving opposite to a small wicket door, 
which opened into the yard of the School, thinking 
himself able to effect his passage before they could 
reach him, suddenly dashed across the road in its 
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direction. Upon this, the two men behind hastened 
towards him with all possible speed, calling " Stop 
thief," on their way, but did not reach him until 
just as Patrick had sprung within the gate. Unfor- 
tunately for the latter, from the force which he em- 
ployed in trying to close the gate, in his anxiety to 
exclude his pursuers, he caused a rope which, with 
a weight, was connected to the door, to insure its 
constant closure, to fall between it and the door- 
frame: this impediment prevented his bolting it. 
The two men continued to try forcibly to effect 
their entrance, while by their exclamations they 
attracted many others to the spot. 

There was only one man in the place to assist 
Patrick, and as soon as he arrived, Patrick placed 
him against the door, whilst he himself ran up the 
stairs to the dissecting-room to deposit his parcel. 
At last the crowd forced down the gate and effected 
an entrance. Patrick, fearing for the man whom 
he had left to protect the door, ran down towards 
the stable, which was at one end of the yard, and 
seizing a large pitchfork, for some time kept his 
enraged assailants at bay. 

In the mean time some one had gone to Mr. 
Grainger, who was breakfasting at the time with seve- 
ral pupils, and informed him, that if some measures 
were not instantly adopted, his school would be in 
ruins. He at once went to the Town Hall, aniJ 
procured a body of constables to assist him, and 
arriving in Webb Street, succeeded after a time, 
amid hisses and execrations, in dispersing the crowd. 
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and rescuing the unfortunate Resurrectionist, who, 
overpowered, had retreated into the stable. Patrick 
was obh'ged, however, to remain concealed at the 
School until night. A long and highly-coloured 
account of the disturbance appeared in the papers 
on the following day. Mr. Grainger afterwards 
brought the two persons, who had commenced the 
riot, before a magistrate, and they were imprisoned. 

Patrick was at one time in Cold Bath Fields^ 
prison, for robbing a burial-ground in conjunction 
with a man of the name of Millard. lie afterwards 
entered into a business in London, in which he is 
still engaged, and bears an excellent character for 
integrity and propriety of conduct. 

Millard was originally in the service of a gen- 
tleman who was a relation of Mr. Cline. He was 
afterwards employed as a superintendent to the dis- 
secting-room at St. Thomas's Hospital, and a more 
trustworthy man for some time could scarcely exist- 
By his cleverness and industry, both the professors 
and the pupils were placed under personal obliga- 
tion to him, and the business of the dissecting-room 
department of the School owed much of its regu- 
larity to his condiict. He was, however, particularly 
fond of money, nor was there at any time an oppor- 
tunity of turning, I believe I may say, an honest 
penny, that he ever allowed to slip through his 
fingers. The dresses Morn by the students during 
dissection, the boxes in which they were kept, 
second-hand works on anatomy, and instruments 
of every kind, were sold to the pupils by Millard; 
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and by these means, superadded to his salary, he 
made a tolerably large income for a person in his 
station of life. Notwithstanding his mercenary 
disposition, he never allowed it to interfere with 
his self-gratification, for he was always most lavish 
in his expenditure for dress and good living; and 
used to boast that no one connected with the 
hospital kept a better table, or wore better apparel 
than himself. He was sober and industrious in his 
habits, and by his uncompromising courage, not only 
prevented the Resurrectionists from committing 
irregularities in the School, but kept them in con- 
stant awe of him. He was a great boxer, and when 
quarrels ensued, would offer to settle the dispute by 
fighting any one of the number; but all shrunk 
from such a conflict. 

Subsequently, however, his expensive habits 
induced him to lose all consideration for the School 
to which he was attached, and led him to acts of 
dishonesty; so that ultimately he was discharged 
from St. Thomas's, for, perhaps, the greatest breach 
of confidence and want of gratefiil feeling he could 

have exhibited towards his employers. Mr. 

went down to the School one afternoon, at a time 
when the dissecting-rooms had been for some months 
very ill supplied, and was crossing one of the quad- 
rangles to the anatomical theatre, depressed in spirits 
from the stand-still of the most important department 
of the School for the want of Subjects, when he met 
"the King of the Resurrectionists," as Murphy 
was sometimes called. Murphy, with a smile, said 
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to Mr, as he came up to him, ^ Well» sir, things 

are looking up a little; I suppose I have pleased you 
rather these three or four last days." " Pray, for 

what?** said Mr. ^ " for doing all you can to 

jirevent Subjects being brought in, I suppose, while 
other Schools, I am told, are well supplied by you." 
" Why, sir, at any rate I brought you three the 
night before last, and two this very morning." 

"You are sure of that?" said Mr. r. "That I 

most certainly am, for I have got the money for 

them," replied the Resurrectionist. Mr. desired 

Murphy to follow him, for a suspicion of some 
underhand conduct on the part of Millard flashed 
across his mind, and he was determined to confront 
Murphy with him. Wishing, however, at first to 
see Millard alone, and finding that he was in the 
Lecturer's private room, he requested his informer 
to remain in the passage until he called him. 

As soon as Mr. opened the door, he said, 

"Well, Millard, any Subject^^ in?" "No, sir," 
replied the man; "and it is vjs!!^ extraordinary; I 
wonder how the men can hold out so long, when 
such prices are oflered." " Have you not had one 
this week?" "No, sir, not a single thing;" upon 
which the Lecturer opened the door and called in 
Murphy. Millard declared Murphy's account to be 
all a fabrication; upon which the latter, feeling cer- 
tain that the Subjects brought to the hospital in the 
morning were still on the premises, obtained leave 
to search for them. He at last succeeded in finding 
them lyiug in a comer of an outhouse, covered over 
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With sUavings,— en which again was a wheelbarrow, 
lippearing as if overturned by accident. It was then 
ascertained that Millp^rd had been for some time in 
the habit of receiving and paying for bodies, which, 
instead of 'appropriating to the uses of his own 
employers, he had packed up, and regularly des- 
patched by sea, at an advanced price, to Edinburgh. 
This was too bad to be endured, and although he 
had for some years borne an excellent character as 
a trustworthy servant, he was immediately dismissed 
from the establishment; and so conscious did he 
seem of his guilt, that he did not even supplicate 
forgiveness, but asked only for time to remove his 
property from the premises. 

Millard having been a great favourite with the 
pupils, was recommended to establish an eating* 
house in the Borough for their use, which he accord- 
ingly opened soon after his dismissal from the 
hospital. From the patronage at first extended 
towards him, his undertaking appeared to be about 
to be attended with success, but after a time, it 
being discovered by the public that he was still in 
league with the Resurrectionists, and at work with 
them, his business gradually declined, and he was 
ultimately obliged to give it up altogether, having 
sustained a heavy loss. 

He now devoted himself wholly to the occupa- 
tion of a Resurrectionist. One night he went with 
Patrick to obtain a body which had been buried in 
a ground attached to the London Hospital. A 
week before, the dead-hou^p ha4 been forcibly 
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broken open by Vaughan, and two Subjects removed; 
and in consequence of this outrage, the Goyemors 
had offered a reward for the apprehension of anyone 
attempting to rob the graves in this ground. There 
were many persons, therefore, on the watch, and 
some patients, who were looking out from one of 
the upper windows, saw Millard and Patrick come 
across the field at the back of the hospital, and get 
over the wall. An alarm was immediately given, 
and the offenders were shortly afterwards taken into 
custody by officers, who had the greatest difficulty in 
protecting them from the violence of the enraged 
patients. They were subsequently sentenced to 
three months' confinement in Cold Bath Fields* 
prison for this offence. 

Through the mediation of Mr. Webbe, the sur- 
geon, they were here treated by the governor with 
great consideration and kindness, and were allowed 
to pass the time in the infirmary. Millard, in a 
short time, through the assistance of a solicitor, 
found bail, and procured his liberty. He had no 
sooner obtained this object, than he brought an 
action against the magistrate at Lambeth Street for 
false imprisonment, on the score that he had not 
been detected as a Resurrectionist, no grave having 
been opened or disturbed by him. This, however, 
was at once set aside, and moreover, to Millard's 
mortification, he was sent back to prison to complete 
the term of his sentence. 

Extraordinary to relate, this failure had so 
powerful an effect upon his mind, as to produce a 



Digitized 



by Google 



MILLARD. 445 

depression of spirits quite inexplicable in such a 
daring character. He refused his food, was con- 
stantly shedding tears, and gradually sank under 
the affliction. This extreme state of despondency 
was said in some measure to be caused by the 
refusal of Sir Astley Cooper to solicit a pardon for 
him from the Secretary for the Home Department, 
according to a request which Millard made to him 
for the purpose. Millard became greatly enraged 
at Sir Astley's refusal of his petition, and was heard 
to swear that he would revenge himself by inflicting 
some bodily harm upon him. His threats were 
made known to my friend Mr. Wakefield, then 
acting as assistant surgeon to the institution, under 
Mr. Webbe, and he called upon Sir Astley and 
advised him not to visit Millard, which he had 
otherwise intended to have done. I afterwards 
went to the prison, and, in company with Mr. Wake- 
field, saw Millard about a week or ten days before 
he died: he was then in the lowest state of despon- 
dency. The immediate cause of his death was a fever 
which he caught in the infirmary, where in spite of 
the remonstrances of his friends, the disorder being 
then prevalent in that part of the prison, he had 
remained rather than go to his cell. From his 
depressed condition of mind and body, he soon sank 
Under the malady, and died in a state of raving 
luadness. 

The wife of this person subsequently published 
a work, entitled an Account of the Circumstances 
aitending the Imprisonment and Death of the late 
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WiUiam Miliardy S^c. Its chief object appears to 
bare been to vilify Sir Astley Cooper, for refasing 
to intercede for her husband's discharge from prison, 
or afterwards to settle a pension upon herself; but 
it was loaded with statements, so evidently absurd, 
respecting the various metropolitan hospitals, and 
such violent abuse of the officers severally connected 
with them, that it defeated its own object, and 
failed to attract any attention. 

I have thus briefly detailed the private histories 
and the sequel of the lives, of a class of men whose 
occupation separated them almost wholly from 
familiar intercourse with every grade in society. 
The absence of all decent feeling, which, as far as 
has come to our knowledge in the investigation; 
seems to have been more or less necessary to their 
condition, — naturally enough excites the Inquiry, 
whether their deficiency in this respect arose from 
the illegal nature of their avocations and the popu- 
lar odium with which they were regarded, or whether 
it formed a feature of that previous depraved con- 
dition of mind which led them to seek this extrar 
ordinary mode of gaining a subsistence ; but this is 
a question far more easily asked than answered: 
probably all the causes mentioned tended to this 
result. 

It is held as a common maxim, that those 
who make use, in any way, of persons employed 
in illicit transactions, are as criminal as the de- 
linquents themselves; but in this case, the urgent 
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necessity, for the sake of the public g^d, of such 
apparent dereliction from duty^ removA such a 
charge of guilt from the surgeons. If the ^^7 ^f 
the healing art be, as has been ackuowledged^om 
the earliest period, one of the most benefidial pj[- 
poses to which the human mind can apply itself,-^ 
if it be true that its highest object is the alleviation 
of hutnan suffering, — ^it seems evident enough that 
but a small degree of opprobrium can attach to 
any means, not morally wrong, of acquiring the 
knowledge necessary to this desirable end. When 
the dead can be rendered subservient to the most 
important interests of the living, — ^however much 
humanity may shudder at the idea of a beloved rela- 
tive being disturbed from the stillness of the tomb,— ^ 
who is there that would not sacrifice those feelings 
of repugnknce, which, though so common, in truth 
can after all be traced only to selfish motives? 
Who is there, I would ask, that would not at once 
yield them in a particular case, where the result 
might be the saving of the offspring from a fate 
similar to that which had destroyed the parent? Tf 
the justness of this view as to individuals be ad- 
mitted, it is an admission at once, in my opinion, of 
the same question as regards the whole community. 
Besides, it must be considered, that it is per- 
fectly impossible that any man, in any branch of our 
profession, can become a safe practitioner, unless 
he be fully conversant with the healthy structure 
of the human body; and there cannot be, there- 
fore, a better instance of good springing from evil, 



Digitized 



by Google 



448 LIFJ OF SIS A8TLBY COOP£R« 

than the befefits which have arisen out of the various 
circuniBt«i(*es I have been describing ; namely, the 
lepfaliz^ion of anatomy, and the facilities now 
aflbned for the pursuit of this important science. 

iu taking a retrospective view of the many 
T^iucnt m*^ ^ho grace the annals of our country, 
it is a matter of pi ^de to every medical man, to 
ob^orve tlic numbers of his o^vn profession who are 
found in the list; and iu examining the comparative 
rank of each of these distinguished men, it will be 
found generally to have depended upon the extent 
of the anatomical knowledge of the individual. This 
acquirement could only have been obtained by fre- 
quent dissection. John Hunter, the greatest philo<- 
sopher, and Sir Astley Cooper, the most scien- 
tific and enterprising surgeon, the medical pro- 
fession of this country has ever had to boast of, — 
both derived their fame from one and the same 
origin ; and it is equally certain, even at the present 
time, that whoever would wish to emulate their 
eminence, must base his claims to distinction upon 
knowledge emanating from the same source: — 
Dissection of the Dead. 



END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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